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C H R O N I C L E OF T H E CATHOLIC CHURCH 
IN LITHUANIA No. 55 

Introduction 

In 1940, when the Soviet Union occupied Lithuania by torce, 
85.5% of the country's more than 3 million inhabitants were Roman 
Catholic, 4.5% Protestant, 7.3% Jewish, 2.5% Orthodox and 0.2% 
of other persuasions. 

In the two archdioceses and four dioceses were: 708 churches, 
314 chapels, 73 monasteries, 85 convents, three archbishops, nine 
bishops, 1271 diocesan priests, 580 monks, of whom 168 were priests. 
Four seminaries had 470 students. There were 950 nuns. 

Nuns cared for 35 kindergartens, 10 orphanages, 25 homes for 
the aged, two hospitals, a youth center, and an institute for the 
deaf-mute. 

On June 15, 1940, the Red Army marched into Lithuania; the 
independent government was replaced by a puppet regime. 

On July 14-15, rigged elections were staged. On July 21, with 
the Red Army surrounding the assembly house, the new People's 
Diet "unanimously" declared Lithuania a Soviet Socialist Republic. 

On June 25, 1940, the Church was declared separate from the 
state, and the representative of the Holy See was expelled. 

Parish lands were confiscated, clergy salaries and pensions were 
cut off, and their savings confiscated. Churches were deprived of 
support. Catholic printing plants were confiscated, and religious 
books destroyed. 

On June 28, 1940, the teaching of religion and recitation of 
prayers in schools was forbidden. The University's Department of 
Theology and Philosophy was abolished, and all private schools were 
nationalized. The seminaries at Vilkaviškis and Telšiai were closed, 
and the seminary at Kaunas was permitted to operate on a very 
limited scale. The clergy were spied upon constantly. 

On June 15, 1941, 34,260 Lithuanians were packed off in cattle-
cars to undisclosed points in the Soviet Union. After World War II, 
the mass deportations resumed and continued until 1953. 

Vincentas Borisevičius, Bishop of Telšiai, was arrested on Feb
ruary 3, 1946, and condemned to death after a secret trial. Before 
year's end, his auxiliary, Bishop Pranas Ramanauskas, was also ar
rested and deported to Siberia. Bishop Teofilius Matulionis of Kai
šiadorys and Archbishop Mečislovas Reinys of Vilnius were deported 
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to a Siberian labor c a m e Archbishop Reinys perished in prison at 
Vladimir, November 8, 1953. By 1947, Lithuania was left with a 
single bishop, Kazimieras Paltarokas, of Panevėžys. He died in 1958. 

In 1947, the last convents and monasteries were closed, their 
communities dispersed, and all monastic institutions were outlawed. 

After Stalin's death in 1953, there was a slight improvement 
in the religious situation. Bishops Matulionis and Ramanauskas were 
allowed to return to Lithuania, but not to minister to their 
dioceses or to communicate with the clergy or laity. 

Bishop Ramanauskas died in 1959, and Archbishop Matulionis 
in 1963. 

In 1955, two new bishops were appointed by Rome and con
secrated: Julijonas Steponavičius and Petras Maželis. Steponavičius 
has never been permitted to administer his diocese. 

Bishop Vincentas Sladkevičius, consecrated in 1957, was kept 
under severe government restrictions until 1982. In 1965, Monsignor 
Juozas Labukas-Matulaitis was consecrated in Rome to head the 
Archdiocese of Kaunas and the Diocese of Vilkaviškis. Two new 
bishops were consecrated in 1969: Bishop Romualdas Krikščiū
nas was appointed Apostolic Administrator of the Diocese of Pane
vėžys, and Bishop Liudvikas Povilonis was appointed auxiliary to 
Bishop Labukas, and succeeded him after his death in 1979. 

In 1982, Bishop Sladkevičius was permitted to return to his 
diocese as Apostolic Administrator of Kaišiadorys. Father Antanas 
Vaičius was named bishop and Apostolic Administrator of the Diocese 
of Telšiai and the Prelature of Klaipėda. 

Relaxation of pressure on religious believers soon revealed that 
the Lithuanian people were still deeply religious. It was decided in 
the mid-fifties to resume the attack. The principal means of attack 
would be unlimited moral pressure, since physical terror seemed 
only to strengthen and unify the faithful. 

In 1972, the Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania, 
clandestinely published in that country, began to reach the free world 
at irregular intervals. Primarily intended to keep Catholics in Lithu
ania informed of the situation of the Church there, these Lithuanian 
samizdat also serve as a constant appeal to the free world n o t 
to f o r g e t the plight of a people struggling against overwhelm
ing odds to defend their religious beliefs and to regain their 
basic human rights. 

Rev. Casimir Pugevičius 
Editor 
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A LOOK AT T H E CHURCH THROUGH PRIESTS' EYES 

To: Leonid Brezhnev, Chairman of the Presidium of the Supreme 
Soviet of the Soviet Union 
The Bishops and Administrators of Dioceses in Lithuania 

A Petition 
We have become concerned about the emotional attacks against 

religion appearing in the press lately. In the speech by First 
Secretary Petras Griškevičius of the Communist Party of Lithuania, 
it is stated: "It is necessary to strengthen in all ways the ties of 
international and patriotic education with the struggle to liqui
date religious anachronisms." (Second Plenum of the Lithuanian 
Communist Party, Vilnius, June 17, 1981) Communist Party Secre
tary L. Šepetys has also spoken strongly against religion, and 
against good priests, and Commissioner of the Council for Religious 
Affairs Petras Anilionis strictly demands that the Regulations 
for Religious Associations confirmed July 28, 1976, by the Presidium 
of the Supreme Soviet of the L S S R be carried out. 

The Catholic clergy of Lithuania would gladly welcome normal
ization of relations between the government of the L S S R and the 
Catholic Church in Lithuania. We and our faithful do not refuse 
to carry out the just demands of the Soviet government which do not 
contradict the dogma or morality of the Roman Catholic Church. 
We are ready to stand shoulder to shoulder in the fight against 
moral ills in our nation: alcoholism, family breakdown, hooliganism, 
the taking of unborn life, especially abortion which has spread 
widely since legalization by the government. 

However, we emphasize once more that we have no right or 
possibility of carrying out the Regulations for Religious Associa
tions, since these do not conform with our conscience. Some para
graphs of those Regulations cannot be reconciled with the Gospel 
of Christ, with the Decrees of the Second Vatican Council, nor 
especially with the Constitution of the USSR, Lenin's Directives 
of January 23, 1918, the Communist Party's Directives dated 
November 10, 1954, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
the Helsinki Final Accords, the signing of which the obligated 
the Soviet Union to make all of its laws compatible with the guide
lines of the Helsinki Declaration. 
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We therefore state: 

We do not have the right to transfer to the civilian government or 
to committees composed of rank-and-file faithful the administra
tion of dioceses and parishes of the Roman Catholic Church, since 
the hierarchical structure in the Catholic Church was established 
by Jesus Christ Himself. (Matt. 16, 18-19). The Church is ruled 
by the Pope, the bishops and their assistants, the priests. This 
is stated by Lumen Gentium of Vatican II (Par. 10, 19, 22); 
and the Code of Canon Law (Can. 218, 219, 329, 451). The 
infraction of the aforesaid Canons is punishable by excommunica
tion (See Can. 2333 and 2334-2). 

We priests are obliged to proclaim the gospel through preach
ing and the teaching of catechism (Vatican II, Christus Do-
minus, No. 14, Can. 1329, 1330.) The fulfillment of this duty, 
especially where the state is separated from the Church is 
regulated, not by the civil government, but only by the bishop (Can. 
1337). 

We are required and cannot refuse to administer the sacra
ments to those who request them, especially the sick and the dying, 
everywhere, without regard to boundaries of the territory served 
by us. (Can. 882) 

We request and demand that the quota imposed by the 
civil government on the number of students at the Kaunas 
Seminary be abolished, because according to Canon Law (Can. 
1352, 1357), bishops and administrators of dioceses accept 
candidates for the seminary on their own authority, appoint 
professors, and oversee the courses and training. 

We demand that no obstacle be placed by the government in 
the path of bishops of Lithuania and administrators of dioceses 
in Lithuania, so that they might freely assign clergy on their own 
authority to various spiritual duties, without permission of the 
Commisioner of the Council for Religious Affairs in Lithuania 
(Can. 147-2, 152, 455-1). 

We demand that officials of the Soviet government stop prevent
ing us priests from visiting our faithful if they so request. The 
obligation of such visits is imposed on us by Canon Law (Can. 
467-1). At present, such visitation is forbidden; for example, Soviet 
officials interfered with priests visiting their people in Alytus and 
Kalvarija. In Prienai, Father Antanas Gražulis was even fined. 
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We demand that the Ordinaries be able freely to visit parishes 
in their dioceses. 

The abovenamed duties are imposed upon us, the Catholic 
clergy of Lithuania, by the Canons of the Catholic Church, and 
the decisions of its councils and synods. On the other hand, the 
Regulations for Religious Associations forbid us to carry out these 
duties. Whatever sanctions the Soviet government may apply to us, 
we must act according to the direction of Sacred Scripture, 
"Better for us to obey God, rather than men." (Acts. 5, 29) 

Normal relations of the Catholic Church with the Soviet 
government of Lithuania are constantly being muddied by crude, 
anti-religious propaganda insulting the faithful, excesses on the part 
of Soviet officials, discrimination against believers at work, per
secution of employees, teachers and schoolchildren for their carrying 
out of religious duties; destruction of crosses, desecration of the 
Blessed Sacrament, closing of churches and the robbery of churches 
and priests. 

Clergy and laity were very insulted by the repeated demolition 
of the Hill of Crosses (Šiauliai Rayon, Village of Jurgaičiai) 
and the vandalizing of Alkakalnis, or Maiden Hill (Telšiai Ray
on, Village of Pasruojė). The Archcathedral of Vilnius has been 
converted into an art gallery; the Church of St. Casimir in 
Vilnius, a Museum of Atheism; the Queen of Peace Church in Klaipė
da into a concert hall, even though the faithful of Klaipėda have 
no place to pray. 

— To return to Catholics the churches which have been closed or 
confiscated, especially the Archcathedral of Vilnius, St. Casimir's 
Church in Vilnius, and Queen of Peace Church in Klaipėda; 

— To forbid the destruction of historical—religious treasures: 
crosses, shrines and monuments; 

— To forbid the destruction of places venerated by the faithful, 
and considered as sacred by them; 

— To amend the Regulations for Religious Associations con
firmed July 28, 1978, in such a way that they would be com
patible with Catholic Church Canon Law, thus setting up conditions 
for priests and faithful to obey them; 

— To reinstate Bishop Julijonas Steponavičius of the Archdiocese 
of Vilnius, who has been exiled without trial to Žagarė for more than 
twenty years; 

— To review agreements with the government imposed upon 
parish committees by force and deceit; 
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— To warn rayon and district officials that discrimination 
against priests and faithful must be discontinued, because the 
faithful make up the greater portion of the inhabitants of Lithuania, 
and distinguish themselves by conscientious work; they should not 
be prodded by tactless actions on the part of officials to look upon 
the Soviet government in a negative fashion; 

— To allow us to erect churches in cities which are being 
established, as well as in the microrayons of growing cities; 

— To allow religious services to be carried out in places 
designated for wakes. 

July - August, 1982 

The petition was signed by the following priests: 

In the Diocese of TelSiai, as of November 1, 1982 

Fathers: Vincentas Gauronskis 

Vladas Abramavičius 
Adomas Alminas 
Klemensas Arlauskas 
Antanas Augustis 
Albinas Arnašius 
Brunonas Bagužas 
Jonas Baikauskas 
Aloyzas Bakšys 
Antanas Beniušis 
Petras Bernotas 
Jurgis Birbilas 
Jonas Bučinskas 
Julius Budrikis 
Juozapas Bukauskas 
Antanas Bunkus 
Bronius Burneikis 
Juozapas Butkus 
Liudas Dambrauskas 
Jonas Eičas 
Antanas Garjonis 
Juozapas Gasiūnas 
Kazimieras Gasčiūnas 
Anupras Gauronskas 

Juozapas Gedgaudas 
Jonas Gedvila 
Edmundas Germanas 
Domininkas Giedra 
Antanas Gylys 
Stanislovas Gorodeckis 
Juozapas Grabauskas 
Juozapas Grubliauskas 
Juozapas Gunta 
Jonas Ilskis 
Antanas Ivanauskas 
Aleksandras Jakutis 
Juozapas Jankauskas 
Petras Jasas 
Jonas Jasinevičius 
Antanas Jurgaitis 
Izidorius Juškys 
Vladislovas Juškys 
Vytautas Kadys 
Jonas Kauneckas 
Anicetas Kerpauskas 
Antanas Kiela 
Vincentas Klebonas 
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Alfonsas Klimavičius Pranciškus Ružė 
Jonas Kusas Vincentas Senkus 
Bronislovas Latakas Liudvikas Serapinas 
Aloyzas Lideikis Vytautas Skiparis 
Juozapas Liutkevičius Domininkas Skirmantas 
Alfonsas Lukoševičius Vaclovas Stribys 
Kazimieras Macelis Antanas Striukas 
Juozapas Maželis Petras Stukas 
Petras Merliūnas Pranciškus Šatkus 
Vytautas Minkutavičius Antanas Šeškevičius 
Petras Mitkus Valentinas Šikšnys 
Vytautas Motekaitis Juozapas Širvaitis 
Juozapas Olšauskas Juozapas Šiurys 
Aloyzas Orantas Vladas Šlevas 
Juozapas Pačinskas Juozapas Šukys 
Jonas Pakalniškis Henrikas Šulcas 
Algirdas Pakamanis Tomas Švambrys 
Jonas Paliukas Bernardas Talaisis 
Petras Palšis Julius Tamašauskas 
Jonas Paulauskas Stanislovas Vaitelis 
Jonas Petrauskas Feliksas Valaitis 
Konstantinas Petrikas Petras Venckus 
Antanas Petronaitis Pranciškus Venckus 
Tadas Poška Konstantinas Velioniškis 
Kazimieras Prialgauskas Vincentas Vėlavičius 
Alfonsas Pridotkas Jonas Vičiulis 
Adolfas Pudžemys Antanas Zdanavičius 
Klemensas Puidokas Ferdinandas Žilys 
Petras Puzaras Anupras Žukas 
Bronislavas Racevičius Kazimieras Žukas 
Vladas Radveikis Romualdas Žulpa 
Antanas Ričkus Juozapas Miklovas 
Kazimieras Rimkus Julijonas Miškinis 
Jonas Rudzinskas 

In all, 114 priests; moreover, the document was signed by the 
pastor of Leningrad, Father Pavilonis, and one priest from another 
diocese whose signature was illegible. 

N.B., Signatures are still being collected. 
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The petition from the priests of the Diocese of Vilkaviškis was 
signed by: 

Fathers: 

Juozas Adomaitis 
Pranas Adomaitis 
Vincas Akelis 
Antanas Akevičius 
Antanas Aleksandravičius 
Jonas Alesius 
Konstantinas Ambrasas 
Algirdas Andrišiūnas 
Petras Balanda 
Vincas Bandža 
Jonas Baranauskas 
Kęstutis Bekasovas 
Juozas Berteška 
Vladas Bilius 
Vladas Bobinas 
Kazimieras Burba 
Vytautas Būdas 
Jonas Būga 
Boleslovas Čegelskas 
Vincas Čėsna 
Vaclovas Degutis 
Albinas Deltuva 
Antanas Diškevičius 
Gvidonas Dovidaitis 
Petras Dumbliauskas 
Vincas Dumčius 
Antanas Gražulis 
Juozas Gražulis 
Jonas Grudzinskas 
Juozas Gumauskas 
Vytautas Guogis 
Msgr. Andriejus Gustaitis 
Vytautas Gustaitis 
Vytautas Insoda 
Juozas Jakaitis 
Vincas Jalinskas 

Povilas Jančiauskas 
Boleslavas Jarušauskas 
Albinas Jaudegis 
Juozas Juškaitis 
Kazimieras Juškevičius 
Leonardas Kavaliūnas 
Petras Krazauskas 
Juozas Kriščiūnas 
Jonas Kubilius 
Kazimieras Kudirka 
Lionginas Kunevičius 
Juozas Kupstaitis 
Leonas Lešinskas 
Antanas Liubšys 
Pianas Liutvinas 
Jonas Maksvytis 
Jonas Malinauskas 
Juozas Matulaitis 
Juozas Matulevičius 
Antanas Mieldažys 
Juozas Mieldažys 
Stasys Mikalajūnas 
Kazimieras Montvila 
Viktoras Naujokaitis 
Bronius Paltanavičius 
Jonas Paliukaitis 
Antanas Pangonis 
Juozas Pečiukonis 
Jonas Pačiukonis 
Vincas Petruševičius 
Juozas Pilipaitis 
Ignas Plioraitis 
Juozas Preikšas 
Pranas Račiūnas 
Antanas Račkauskas 
Stasys Račkauskas 
Vaclovas Radzevičius 
Boleslovas Ražukas 
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Andriejus Rimas Sigitas Tamkevičius 
Jonas Rusinąs Vytautas Tėvelis 
Alfonsas Sadauskas Vitas Urbonas 
Petras Sitka Vytautas Užkuraitis 
Gracijus Sakalauskas Juozas Užupis 
Salemonas Samuolis Vytautas Vaitauskas 
Gintautas Skučas Jonas Varkala 
Kazimieras Skučas Antanas Vitkus 
Vaclovas Stakėnas Juozas Zdebskis 
Gintautas Steponaitis Msgr. Juozas Žemaitis 
Jurgis Sventickas Juozas Radzevičius 
Juozas Šalčius Kęstutis Brilius 
Pranciškus Šulskis Jonas Matulionis 

In all, 100 priests signed; 9 priests refused to sign; 3 priests were 
not asked to sign in the belief that they would not do so. 

An identical petition from the Archdiocese of Kaunas was signed 
by the following priests; 

Gustavas Gudanavičius Juozapas Čepėnas 
Juozapas Razmantas Antanas Ylius 
Juozapas Dobilaitis Kazimieras Sirūnas 
Alfredas Vanagas Kleopas Jakaitis 
Vaclovas Tamoševičius Jonas Stankevičius 
Boleslovas Stasuitis Prosperas Bubnys 
Vaclovas Polikaitis Jonas Aleksiūnas 
Lionginas Vaičulionis Petras Mikutis 
Bronius Nemeikšis Vytautas Brilius 
Vytautas-Kazimieras Pesliakas Vladas Požėla 
Jonas Tamonis Vytautas Radzevičius 
Bronius Gimžauskas Kęstutis Daknevičius 
Pranas Ščepavičius Leonas Kalinauskas 
Juozapas Vaicekauskas Jurgis Užusienis 
Jonas Povilaitis Jonas Survila 
Jonas Račaitis Viktoras Brusokas 
Feliksas Baliūnas Eugenijus Jokūbauskas 
Vladas Valavičius Steponas Pilka 
Izidorius Butkus Vaclovas Ramanauskas 
Bishop Julijonas Steponavičius Antanas Kazlauskas 
Stanislovas Kadys Romualdas Mizaras 
Jonas Raudonikis Pranciškus Matulaitis 
Petras Petraitis Antanas Imbras 

Aleksandras Počiulpis 



Algirdas Dobrovolskis 
Eduardas Simaška 
Antanas Danyla 
Juozapas Vosylius 
Vytautas Griganavičius 
Juozapas Varvuolis 
Jonas Gudas 
Vaclovas Griauslys 
Petras Tavoraitis 
Jonas Albanavičius 
Kazimieras Lapinskas 
Bronius Matusevičius 
Edvardas Zeidotas 
Vytautas Melkūnas 
Alfonsas Bulota 
Albinas Griauzinis 
Juozapas Kaknevičius 
Pranciškus Bastys 
Jonas Voveris 
Albertas Perminas 
Petras Liubonas 
Jonas Girdzevičius 
Boleslovas Vairą 
Zigmas Grinevičius 
Juozapas Vaičeliūnas 
Gerardas Dunda 
Vladas Petkevičius 
Liudas Semaška 
Mykolas Buožius 
Petras Meilus 
Alfonsas Svarinskas 
Viktoras Šauklys 
Antanas Jurgutis 
Povilas Pranckūnas 
Algirdas Močius 
Romualdas Macevičius 
Jonas Augustauskas 
Pijus Žiugžda 
Antanas Juodelis 

Jonas Kazlauskas 
Aleksandras Markaitis 
Antanas Milašius 
Ričardas Mikutavičius 
Vladas Simaška 
Boleslovas Radavičius 
Alfonsas Petraitis 
Antanas Slavinskas 
Jonas Fabijanskas 
Juozapas Indriūnas 
Jonas Rakauskas 
Eugenijus Bartulis 
Jonas Žemaitis 
Juozapas Želvys 
Krizantas Juknevičius 
Adolfas Grušas 
Kazimieras Statkevičius 
Aleksandras Ramanauskas 
Žygintas Veselka 
Rapolas Liukas 
Leonas Jakubauskas 
Juozapas Sriubas 
Stanislovas Kurmauskas 
Juozapas Frainas 
Alfonsas Lapė 
Kęstutis Vilutis 
Antanas Šukevičius 
Vladas Luzgauskas 
Leonardas Jasminas 
Antanas Jokūbauskas 
Petras Maciūta 
Boleslovas Povilanskis 
Vincas Pranskietis 
Pijus Čižauskas 
Jonas Katinas 
Pranciškus Gaižauskas 
Petras Martinkus 
Antanas Ligeika 

Six priests refused to sign. Neither chancery nor seminary staff were 
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asked to sign. Six other priests were not asked to sign for various 
reasons. 

A similar petition was signe 
Diocese of Panevėžys. 

Fathers: 

Petras Adomonis 
Bronius Antanaitis 
Juozas Antanavičius 
Vincentas Arlauskas 
Jonas Bagdonas 
Juozas Bagdonas 
Bronius Balaiša 
Antanas Balaišis 
Vytautas Balašauskas 
Jonas Balčiūnas 
Juozas Balčiūnas 
Jurgis Balickaitis 
Kostas Balsys 
Petras Baltuška 
Algis Baniulis 
Kazimieras Baronas 
Laimingas - Feliksas Blynas 
Vladas Braukyla 
Adolfas Breivė 
Petras Budriūnas 
Jonas Buliauskas 
Jonas Butkys 
Povilas Čiučkis 
Juozas Dubnikas 
Kazimieras Dulksnys 
Stepas Galvydis 
Juozas Garška 
Juozas Giedraitis 
Kazimieras Girnius 
Mykolas Gylys 
Antanas Gobis 
Alfonsas Gražys 
Antanas Gružauskas 
Klemensas Gutauskas 

by the following priests of the 

Gaudentas Ikamas 
Vincentas Inkratas 
Kazimieras Mozūras 
Jonas Nagulevičius 
Algirdas Narušis 
Lionginas Neniškis 
Petras Nykštas 
Albinas Paltanavičius 
Steponas Pelešynas 
Antanas Petrauskas 
Albinas Pipiras 
Jonas Pranevičius 
Augustinas Pranskietis 
Leopoldas Prankelis 
Robertas Pukenis 
Izidorius Puriuškis 
Antanas Rameikis 
Pranciškus Raščius 
Petras Rauduvė 
Jonas Rimša 
Edmundas Rinkevičius 
Pranciškus Sabaliauskas 
Raimondas Saprigonas 
Petras Senulis 
Bronius Simsonas 
Leonardas Svardinskas 

Bishop Vincentas Sladkevičius 
Mykolas Stonys 
Vincentas Stankevičius 
Bronius Strazdas 
Alfonsas Strelčiūnas 
Tadas Ivanovskis 
Alfonsas Jančys 
Povilas Jankevičius 
Juozas Janulis 
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Vytautas Jasiūnas 
Jonas Jatulis 
Jonas Juodelis 
Povilas Juozėnas 
Jonas Jurgaitis 
Antanas Juška 
Alfonsas Kadžius 
Antanas Kairys 
Vytautas Kapočius 
Lionginas Keršulis 
Petras Kiela 
Antanas Kietis 
Anicetas Kisielius 
Povilas Klezys 
Petras Krasauskas 
Vladas Kremenskas 
Stanislovas Krumpliauskas 
Petras Kuzmickis 
Jonas Labakojis 
Jonas Lapinskas 
Antanas Liesis 
Juozas Lukšas 
Leonas Lukšas 
Petras Markevičius 
Vytautas Marozas 
Aleksandras Masys 
Vytautas Masys 
Juozas Merkys 
Antanas Mikulėnas 
Algirdas Miškinis 
Povilas Miškinis 

Antanas Mitrikas 
Aloyzas Sungaila 
Paulius Svirskis 
Ignas Šaučiūnas 
Bronius Šlapelis 
Povilas Šliauteris 
Gediminas Šukys 
Juozas Šumskis 

Albertas Talačka 
Leonardas Tamošauskas 
Pranciškus Tamulionis 
Stanislovas Tamulionis 
Petras Tarulis 
Petras Tijušas 
Vytautas Tvarijonas 
Jonas Uogintas 
Benediktas Urbonas 
Sigitas Uždavinys 
Jonas Vaičiūnas 
Antanas Valančiūnas 
Antanas Valantinas 
Juozas Varnas 
Povilas Varžinskas 
Antanas Vaškevičius 
Juozas Vaškevičius 
Vytautas Zakrys 
Stanislovas Zubavičius 
Antanas Zulonas 
Bronius Žilinskas 
Serafinas Žvinys 

This petition was signed by all priests of the Diocese of 
Panevėžys — a total of 130. Only the Chancery staff did not sign. 

Signatures are still being collected in the Diocese of Kaišiadorys 
and the Archdiocese of Vilnius. 
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To: Their Excellencies, the Bishops of Lithuania 
Their Reverences, the Administrators of Dioceses 

A Petition 
1. LITURGICAL MATTERS. After the 1977 circular letter from 

the bishops and administrators of Lithuania concerning the intro
duction of the new missal and of the vernacular in certain parts of the 
Mass, we would like to see a new pastoral letter by which the use of 
the vernacular in the Mass would be increased. Some Ordinaries are 
keeping to the directives of the 1977 letter, without making any 
changes; others, not having received further instructions, began 
to make changes on their own, even to the extent of celebrating 
the entire liturgy in the vernacular. For this reason, great dif
ferences have appeared in the liturgy. 

In an effort to abolish the discrepancies which have arisen, it is 
essential to issue an instruction by which the use of the ver
nacular in the Mass would be expanded. The vernacular should 
be used at least for the Penitential Rite, the Gloria and for all the 
liturgical prayers of offering coming after the Our Father. 

On Vilnius television, Commissioner Petras Anilionis of the 
Council for Religious Affairs said that the entire Lithuanian missal 
would be printed by 1985, and that only then would liturgical 
reform be finished. Word has reached us that this year will see the 
publication of the first volume of the missal, containing the Ordinary 
of the Mass, Eucharistic Prayers and the texts of all Sunday 
Masses. 

We are convinced that liturgical reform should not be delayed, 
and once we have the first volume of the missal, the use of the 
vernacular in the Mass should immediately be expanded. 

For lack of new instructions, we notice discrepancies in exposing 
the Blessed Sacrament, and in the recitation of related prayers, 
especially in connection with the Mass. 

2. T H E BISHOPS' C O N F E R E N C E OF LITHUANIA. From the 
Catholic Calendar-Directory, we have learned that the Bishops' 
Conference of Lithuania consists of two bishops and four priests. 
The list does not include the two bishops who have been prevented 
from functioning. The clergy of Lithuania are quite concerned 
about this. After all, the pope appointed these bishops to their 
posts and has never demoted them. 
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3. PRIESTS' COUNCILS. Between our spiritual leadership 
and the priests, there are disagreements on the subject of Priests' 
Councils. We hear some saying that the Holy Father does not think 
that there should be Priests' Councils in Lithuania. Others claim 
that it is only the Commissioner of the Council for Religious Affairs 
who does not wish to have Priests' Councils. We have heard over 
Vatican Radio that Priests' Councils are supposed to be established 
as soon as possible. That the Commissioner is opposed to Priests' 
Councils is confirmed by his words spoken to one administra
tor, "You have hung an albatross around your neck by allowing 
the Priests' Council to function." 

We are waiting for the Ordinaries of Lithuania to confirm 
by secret ballot the Priests' Councils which have already been 
elected, so that, "By its counsel, this body will be able to give ef
fective assistance to the bishop in his government of the diocese." 
(Vatican II, "Decree on the Ministry and Life of Priests" No. 7) 

4. S E C R E T I V E N E S S IN E C C L E S I A S T I C A L MATTERS. We 
know that there are many quest. in the decision of which the 
Ordinaries must maintain secrecy. However, here is what pains the 
priests of Lithuania: Often the plans of the Ordinaries are known by 
the Commisioner of the Council for Religious Affairs, and by agents 
of the Communist Party and the Security Police, and sometimes 
even by low-level officials of executive committees; the only ones who 
do not know these plans are the clergy, who are concerned about 
the fate of the Church. It is doubtful whether such "secrecy" 
can serve the needs of the Church well. We therefore request 
that everything which the enemies of the Church can know be 
known promptly by the priests of Lithuania. 

5. DIVIDING T H E PRIESTS. Using the rule, "Divide and con
quer", officials of the Soviet government began dividing priests up 
into the reactionary and the good, the extremists and those loyal to 
the government. It is regrettable that such categorizing of priests is 
heard even in the chancery and the seminary. Those carrying 
out all the requirements of the government are considered wise and 
suitable for any ecclesiastical post; those refusing to obey the atheists, 
but remaining faithful to the Church are considered naive and un
suitable for responsible posts. Such categorizing is foreign to the 
Church. The Church recognizes only good, prayerful and zealous 
priests on the one hand, and on the other, those neglectful of 
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their prayer life and pastoral work, and sometimes even coopera
ting with the atheists in the work of undermining the Church. 

6. SEMINARS FOR DEANS. The Commissioner of the Council 
for Religioius Affairs annually "educates" the deans on the proper 
manner of carrying out the Regulations for Religious Associations. 
We would like the Ordinaries from time to time to gather the deans 
and to discuss with them how the Decrees of the Second Vatican 
Council must be implemented, and how better to do the work 
of caring for souls. 

7. SEMINARS FOR PARISH COMMITTEES. In parish com
mittee seminars organized by the Commissioner of the Council for 
Religioius Affairs, they try to undermine the hierarchical system 
of the Church. According to Soviet officials, the priest is merely an 
employee, while they try to make the committee, called "persons", 
an affiliate of the rayon or city Council of Peoples' Deputies. We 
want the Ordinaries in their pronouncements to quell things, so 
that dissent between priests and people would not be incited. 

8. T H E SEMINARY. In latter years, at the seminary in Kaunas, 
an abnormal situation has developed. A negative element has 
entered the seminary, and is doing destructive work. The good 
seminarians are forced to step aside, and others are actually under
mining the spirit of the seminary. The seminarians affirm that in 
the present seminary, it is difficult to prepare seriously for the 
priesthood; even the instructors have noticed that some seminarians, 
after spending a few years in the seminary, change for the worse. 

It seems to us that the seminary is in need of reform. However, 
the seminary is interdiocesan, hence, all the Ordinaries of Lithuania 
ought to be concerned about it and to take collegial responsibility 
for it. It is necessary to see that no one is accepted into the 
seminary who is not thinking of seriously preparing for the priest
hood. 

9. T H E SOBRIETY PROBLEM. At one time, the Ordinaries of 
Lithuania wrote pastoral letters on the topic of sobriety, which 
the Vatican Radio has broadcast. It is unfortunate that everything 
ended there; only in the Diocese of Telšiai did they progress some
what. At the Samogitian Calvary, during the important religious 
feasts, impressive sobriety services are held, in which about one 
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hundred priests participate, sermons on the subject of sobriety 
are delivered, and priests used to make the Way of the Cross in a 
spirit of penance. It would be desirable in all dioceses to have annual 
services on the theme of sobriety, to which all the priests of the 
diocese would be invited. 

10. POLITICAL C O N F E R E N C E S . For a number of years, the 
civil government has required individual priests or groups of them 
to go to political peace conferences. Participation under duress in 
peace conferences has nothing in common with the defense of peace. 
If we wish peace, we must abolish the causes of tension. One of 
these causes is the restriction of religious libesrty. We are familiar 
with the words of our Holy Father, Pope John Paul II in his 
Encyclical Redemptor Hominis": 

"The basis of peace is a respect for inalienable human rights, for 
peace is justice, and war arises out of a transgression of these rights." 
Therefore priests taking part in conferences for the defense of peace 
should bring up the lack of respect for human rights and the persecu
tion of believers, and demand religious freedom. If these facts are 
obscured, then such defenders of peace participate in misleading 
world public opinion, since the impression is given that we have 
complete freedom of religion. 

The faithful ask in anger by whose commission participants in 
such conferences add their signatures in the name of the 
Catholic Church of all Lithuania? 

We ask the Most Reverend Ordinaries to consider collegially the 
problems we have raised, since their solution is long past due. 

July - August, 1982 

This petition was signed by the following priests of the Diocese 
of Vilkaviškis, elected to the Priests' Council: 

Fathers: Jonas Maksvytis 

Msgr. Andriejus Gustaitis 
Msgr. Juozas Žemaitis 
Albinas Deltuva 

Sigitas Tamkevičius 
Petras Dumbliauskas 
Juozas Adomaitis 
Antanas Gražulis 
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A similar petition was signed 
Senate of the Diocese of Telšiai: 

Fathers: 

Julius Budrikis 
Jonas Gedvila 
Jonas Kauneckas 
Alfonsas Lukoševičius 

by the members of the Priests' 

Tadas Poška 
Adolfas Pudžemys 
Petras Puzaras 
Vincentas Senkus 
Antanas Šeškevičius 
Vincentas Vėlavičius 

In the Diocese of Panevėžys, this petition was signed by the 
following priests elected to the Priests' Council: 

Fathers: Antanas Balaišis 
Petras Budriūnas 

Msgr. Leopoldas Pratkelis Petras Adomonis 
Canon Bronius Antanaitis Stanislovas Krumpliauskas 
Jonas Pranevičius Juozas Šumskis 
Petras Baltuška Juozas Janulis 

IN T H E SEMINARY 

On September 2, 1982, nine priests of the Archdiocese of Vilnius, 
members of the Priests' Council, addressed a petition to all the 
bishops of Lithuania, outlining the problems of the seminary in Kau
nas which require speedy and effective action. 

In the sky of a bright new future, there has appeared a 
threatening sword of Damocles, the priests of Vilnius write. Because 
of poor screening of candidates, and the interference of the civil 
government in the seminary, a large number of unsuitable candidates 
has gotten into the seminary. This destructive element is a real Trojan 
horse in the seminary, and its deadly role is already clearly 
visible; in the future, the fruits of its activity will be even more 
bitter. 

"Alarming signals concerning the undermining of discipline 
have reached our ears," writes the Priests' Council, "some semina
rians even dare to bring liquor into the seminary; devout seminar
ians are ridiculed and receive anonymous notes." 
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Ordination ceremonies at the K a u n a s Bas i l i ca in May, 1982. B i s h o p L i u d a s 
Povilonis (center) officiating. 

The priests regret that the seminary administration and the 
Ordinaries fail to show resolve with regard to unsuitable semin
arians; on the contrary, they are even considering a return to 
the seminary of candidates irrevocably expelled for amoral 
behavior. Obsequiousness toward civil government, note the mem
bers of the Priests' Council, is a great injustice to the Church and a 
mortal blow to the seminary itself. 

One cannot help thinking that the Kaunas Seminary is run by 
the civil government. In the light of such obseqiousness by the 
seminary administration and the recalcitrance of certain seminari
ans, it is unreal to talk about education. 

One hears, say the members of the Council, that the Ordinaries 
themselves using the shortage of priests as an excuse, are opposed 
to the expulsion of unsuitable students. But whom do unsuitable 
priests serve more: the Church or atheism? With a couple of hundred 
elderly priests retiring from work, their places will be taken by new 
priests, a significant number of whom will be mere hirelings,, 
and some of them, even active destroyers of the Church. Supported 
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Graduates of the Theologica l Seminary in K a u n a s at their ordination in 
May, 1982. 

by the civilian government, they will take over the leadership of 
the seminary, the Ordinaries' posts and responsible positions. 

The members of the Priests' Council of Vilnius request all bish
ops, regardless of any difficulties, to restore the spirit of the inter-
diocesan seminary. 

1982. The following seminarians are in the first year of the 
seminary: 

Jonas Baliūnas Antanas Putramentas 
Ricardas Birbilas Jeronimas Petrikas 
Kazimieras Grašulis Vytautas Projara 
Antanas Jasonis 
Liudas Jurevičius 
Jonas Kasiukevičius 
Rolandas Kaušas 
Vilius Kiškis-Zajančauskas 
Vytautas Kurtinaitis 
Jonas Kusas 
Algimantas Petkūnas 

Edvardas Ridzykas 
Romualdas Ručinskas 
Robertas Rumšas 
Algimantas Tutkus 
Valius Zubavičius 

Jonas Sadauskas 
Antanas Seniutis 
Antanas Šimkus 
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The KGB has intensely recruited those entering for spying 
purposes. 

On September 7, 1982, Commissioner Petras Anilionis of the 
Council for Religious Affairs came to the seminary, and summoning 
the first year seminarians, he "lectured" them for a long time. This 
is the first time in the history of the seminary that the seminarians 
have been crudely pressured by government officials from their 
first days to prepare to be not priests, but ministers of cult. 

In the beginning, Anilionis read former seminarian Aloyzas 
Volskis' statement of regret over his conduct in the seminary. (Aloyzas 
Volskis was convinced by the "diplomat" priests to sign such an act 
of "contrition", so that perhaps the government might allow him to 
return to the seminary. Even though the Soviet government re
joiced greatly at this statement and is constantly quoting from it; 
nevertheless, they did not allow Aloyzas Volskis to return to the 
seminary. Perhaps it hopes to break the young man's idealism 
completely.) 

Afterwards, the Commissioner scolded the active priests, saying 
that they seek revenge (!), disinform those abroad, do not allow a 
factory for devotional items to be established, etc. Anilionis claims 
that the Soviet government is not preparing to make concessions 
with regard to the Regulations for Religious Associations, and will 
not allow extremists to show off. 

The Commissioner, at the end of his talk, warned that they would 
still be meeting with him many times. 

A LOOK AT T H E CHURCH THROUGH T H E WINDOW OF T H E 
COUNCIL FOR RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS 

On May 10, 1982, in the Vilnius University of Marxism-
Leninism, Deputy Juozėnas of the Council for Religious Affairs 
delivered a lecture to future propagandists on the topic, "Govern
ment and Religion". The purpose of the lecture was to intensify the 
war being waged by the atheists against the Catholic Church in 
Lithuania. Hence, in his lecture, Juozėnas attempted to delineate 
in general relations between state and religion and to bring up the 
defects and mistakes in the work of the propagandists, while, at the 
same time, pointing out ideas for the future. 

In the opinion of Juozėnas, the Vatican Radio has great influ-
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ence on the people, transmitting to the Soviet Union in as many as 
seven languages: Ukrainian, Byelorussian, Lithuanian, Latvian, Rus
sian and Armenian. Lately, their production quality has been high, 
a regular youth program has materialized, programs often depend on 
material presented in the Chronicle and the people are somewhat 
more interested when they hear about this or that person living nearby 
and known to them. 

The Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania, Juozėnas 
emphasized, has correspondents in various places throughout the 
republic, and it is not supported solely by extremist priests. To the 
lecturer's knowledge, there are twelve hundred women religious 
registered in the republic, whose numbers increase every year by ten 
percent, and it is estimated that there is an equal number not 
registered. 

The Deputy Commissioner for Religious Affairs suggested that 
the propagandists forget the name of obscurantist still quite fre
quently applied by them to the clergy: the Vatican has seventeen 
institutions of higher learning in Rome and there are forty-five 
Catholic universities in Europe. 

"In our republic," explained Juozėnas "there are more than ten 
members of the Jesuit Order. How they became Jesuits most often 
remains unknown. It is thought that neighboring Poland plays a large 
role. In general," to use Juozėnas' words, "the Poles have a great 
influence in Lithuania, especially in Vilnius and the surrounding 
region." 

Speaking about the degree of religious practice among the 
residents of Lithuania, Juozėnas reported some statistical data. Ac
cording to them, forty-one percent of the residents of Lithuania 
have their children baptized. Thirty-five percent are buried with 
church services, twenty-two percent of weddings take place in church 
and between 22,000 and 23,000 youngsters annually receive their 
First Communion and Confirmation. 

"These data are obtained from the clergy, but they are drastically 
minimized," the lecturer complained. 

Much attention in the talk was directed to the Catholic Commit
tee for the Defense of Believers' Rights, organized in 1978, which 
joins seven priests, in the opinion of Juozėnas, and all extremists. 
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It was suggested that the propagandists write down their names and 
addresses. 

"The formation of this group was not accidental," Juozėnas said. 
"Its appearance coincided with agitation for human rights and the 
dissident movement in Moscow; it is obvious that there had to be 
instigation from the outside. Worst of all is the fact that around 
that group are clustered sixty priests, also extremists. Of twelve 
hundred religious women, the majority are also under their influence. 
There is no one operating autonomously of the extremists. The 
official activist group of the Church is quite different; moreover, not 
only church committees but also individual choir members come 
under the influence of the priests." The lecturer was annoyed that 
people do not agree to speak out publicly against their priests. 

In his lecture, the Deputy Commissioner tried to include the 
areas of activity engaged in by the priests-extremists: 

— The Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania — fifty-two 
issues have appeared. This is a publication of up to forty typewritten 
pages. Along with it, about twenty other publications are produced 
underground. Their combined circulation is very small; their 
purpose is to be sent abroad. 

— Agitation of people against the Regulations for Religious 
Associations and against the law. 

— Suitably prepared sermons. Petitions are circulated in church 
for signing, first of all to be sent abroad, and only pro formt 
addressed to the government. 

— They ignore the law against organized teaching of religion 
to children. 

In Juozėnas' opinion, extremist priests cleverly make use of 
"occasional isolated, unplanned" incidents and mistakes, such as 
"misunderstandings" in hospitals (the speaker confirmed that the 
hospital administration not only may, but must provide separate 
quarters for patients wishing to accept religious ministration), 
various abuses in the schools: atheistic sketches of an insulting 
nature, which only incite the parents, the recording of religious 
convictions in the students' files; poor discussions by teachers with 
believing pupils on atheistic themes, when the pupil is humiliated 
before the class; harassment of believing students and lowering of 
their conduct marks It could be very embarrassing, he said, if parents 
take teachers who act this way to court. 

"Explain afterwards," said Juozėnas, "in what way the pupil's 
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conduct is less than exemplary they will know abroad." 
"The day has passed when 'little' transgressions go unnoticed." 
In the lecturer's opinion, extremism is encouraged also by 

unsophisticated atheistic propaganda. It is unpleasant when articles 
appear in rayon newspapers based on completely unfounded state
ments. There are many occasions when priests take rayon news
paper editors to court. The Judges are placed in an embarrassing 
position, and immediately Vatican Radio reports it all. There should 
be no such incidents. The poorly thought-out statements of the of
ficials involved only cause damage. They think, said Juozenas 
that everything will remain secret, forgetting that they have wives, 
and mothers-in-law who run right to the priest; and immediately the 
Vatican is broadcasting everything. 

Summoning pupils to the principal's office for brainwashing 
cannot always be justified. It is not better with regard to the re-edu
cation of workers. After all, the believer works alongside the non-
believer at the loom. When the believer is summoned for talks, it can 
appear to the nonbeliever as persecution, and sympathy is 
generated . . . 

In ideological work, it is necessary to take on specific educa
tional tasks: to explain the alw and the real situation, to give special 
attention to church committees. 

"I would like to invite the future propagandists to come to our 
aid," said Juozėnas, "it is necessary not only to explain the facts, but 
also to direct their attention more to atheistic lectures, to make 
those much more practical, with a view to local conditions — it will 
not be possible to give the same lecture at the university and 
the collective farm. 

"Therefore, bear in mind that the phenomena taking place in the 
Catholic Church will not be destroyed by administrative measures. 
Careful work is necessary," Deputy Commissioner Juozėnas ended 
his lecture. 

P.S. From the words of Deputy Commissioner Juozėnas of the 
Council for Religious Affairs, one gets the impression that the 
Office for the Council for Religious Affairs knows many facts about 
the excesses of atheists in carrying on their propaganda, however, 
it has never been heard that they have been penalized for breaking 
the law, even though complaints of the faithful constantly flow 
through various state agencies. 
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SEARCHES AND INTERROGATIONS 

Vilnius 
On October 11, 1982, from 8:00 AM to noon, a search was made in 

the rooms of Jonas Sadūnas, Marytė Sadūnienė and Nijolė 
Sadūnaitė. The decision to carry out the search was sanctioned 
October 10, 1982, by Prosecutor N. Krempovski of the Vilnius Rayon, 
LSSR. The order states that L S S R Assistant Prosecutor (Miss) R. 
Juciūtė, having acquainted herself with Criminal Case No. 57-2-031-
81, regarding libel of Petras Dūkštas, Director of the Vokė 
Experimental Farm in the Vilnius Rayon, and having determined 
that on the basis of preliminary investigation she had grounds to 
believe that at the home of Jonas Sadūnas, living at Architektų 
27-2, Vilnius, manuscripts in Sadūnas' handwriting could be found, 
she decided to carry out a search for Sadūnas'manuscripts. 

The search was carried out by Juciūtė and a man in civilian 
garb, undoubtedly a chekist, who did not present idetification, or 
even give his name, in the presence of witnesses brought in by Juciūtė: 
(Mrs.) Neonila Untulienė and (Mrs.) Nijolė Rulevičienė. The chekist in 
charge of the search would not let Sadūnas call his place of 
employment to tell them that he could not come to work. Only after 
much pleading did the chekist allow Sadūnienė to take her six-year-
old daughter to kindergarten. Since Juciūtė would not let Sadūnienė 
go alone, Witness Untulienė offered to accompany her; but Juciūtė 
ordered Witness Rulevičienė, whom she trusted, to accompany her 
instead. 

The search was begun in Jonas Sadūnas' room. The chekist 
spent a long time going through all postal receipts, telegrams and 
religious books. He took the registration slips for seventy-eight 
registered letters written to political prisoners, (among them, fifteen 
addressed abroad). He was interested in all letters, including those 
written by Nijolė Sadūnaitė. 

Afterwards, he ordered the doors to the balcony opened, 
and pulling out an old briefcase lying among boxes, he opened 
it and found — vegetables. Returning to the room, he asked that 
the record player be opened. Annoyed, he picked up the sofa and 
checked what was underneath. Disappointed at not finding any
thing, the chekist made a phone call: 

"It's I. The car won't be necessary!" 
Finishing the search of Jonas Sadūnas' room, the chekist took al

most everything written in Sadūnas' hand, copies of inquiries to the 
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J o n a s S a d ū n a s , his wife Marytė and daughter Mari ja in a 1978 photograph. 

postmaster and a notebook with addresses and telephone numbers. 
Sadūnas asked that the book with addresses and telephone 
numbers be left because he needed it and offered four other note
books in his own hand, but Juciūtė retorted, "We know what we're 
doing! We're taking what we want!" 

In Marytė Sadūnienė's room, the chekist was very interested in 
her little daughter's postcards, examined them all carefully, and 
finding one of them some colored bands: green, yellow, red, and 
again green, with the notation "Marija" (This is the little girl's name.), 
he loudly demanded, "So you're teaching your daughter from child
hood to draw the flag of bourgeoise Lithuania! Take that card and 
include it in the list of things confiscated during the search!" 

When Sadūnienė calmly explained that the arrangement of colors 
was not right for that, the chekist shouted that they were the same 
colors, but he left the postcard behind. 

In Nijolė Sadūnaitė's room, the chekist found several dozen 
First Communion cards, and the questions erupted: 

"Whose are they? Where did you get them? Why so many? 
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Who reproduces them? Take them all!" 
When Sadūnas explained that they were his, and that he brought 

them to give to friends — something which is not forbidden — they 
left the pictures alone. 

The chekist asked where Nijolė Sadūnaitė was at the moment, 
whether she lived there, etc. He wanted to confiscate two snapshots: 
His Excellency Teofilius Matulionis and nine priests just back from 
Soviet prisons. When Sadunas protested that they had come, not for 
pictures, in which only chekists are interested, but to take his 
manuscripts, they left him alone. 

Juciūtė wanted to take a thick notebook belonging to Nijolė 
Sadūnaitė, containing several hundred addresses in twenty foreign 
counties (those people who had written to her in Siberia) arguing 
that several dozen of the addresses were written in Sadūnas hand. 
Sadūnas protested that the notebook was his sister's and they left it. 

The searchers were most interested in those things which are of 
the greatest importance to chekists: addresses, telephone numbers, 
acquaintances, religious literature, religious cards, letters, 
receipts, etc. 

They also took some letters of Nijolė Sadūnaitė written in 1977 
from the camp in Mordovia, and copied in Sadūnas hand. The chekist 
shouted, "So, you have been copying Nijolė Sadūnaitė's letters?" 

Sadūnas answered that these letters were written not to him, but 
to others, and that he had made copies for himself. 

In October, Juciūtė summoned Sadūunas twice for questioning, 
but he was unable to go because he was suffering from myocarditis, 
and was recuperating at home. On October 28, he entered the hospital. 
The next day, (October 29) at 9:40 in the morning, Juciūtė 
called the hospital and informed them that on November 1, she 
would come to the hospital and question Sadūnas. Sadūnas asked 
that the questioning be postponed for a few days because he was feel
ing poorly — his temperature was elevated — but the investigator 
would not give in. 

At 3:15 PM, November 1, 1982, Jonas Sadūnas was summoned 
to the Office of Division Chief R. Norgėla where he found J u c i ū t ė 
waiting. She wrote down some of his biographical data in the witness 
interrogation report, and asked what his connections were with the 
Director of the Vokė Experimental Farm, Petras Dukštas. 

Sadūnas replied that they were good. Juciūtė had brought one 
complaint written to the L S S R Minister of Internal Affairs. Sadū
nas explained that he had not written the complaint. 
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Juciūtė cited excerpts from complaints to the LSSR Prosecutor, 
the editors of the magazine Šluota (The Broom), etc. Sadūnas replied 
that he had not written any complaints to the aforesaid addresses. 
He had written one report only to the Chairman of the L S S R Peoples' 
Control Commission and a similar one to the Chairman of the 
Vilnius Rayon Council of Workers' Deputies Executive Committee. 
But that was not libel. 

Later, Juciūtė told him to copy a long article from the news
paper on three pages of unlined paper and one page of lined paper. 

At about 6:00 PM, Juciūtė left, telling Sadūnas to call her im
mediately on his return from the hospital. 

Vilnius 
On September 9, 1981, the Peoples' Court of the City of Vilnius, 

Lenin Rayon, sentenced Eduardas Bulach, a resident of Viršuliškių 
71-8, Vilnius, according to Par. 211, Id. of the L S S R Criminal Code, 
to one year in the general regime collective work colony at 
Pravieniškės. 

On September 8, 1982, Eduardas Bulach ended his sentence, but 
he did not return home. The Prosecutor's Office of Vilnius, on 
September 9, in Communication no. 2077, informed E. Bulach's 
wife, Svetlana Alexeyevna, that her husband had been re-arrested 
September 9, on the suspicion of having perpetrated an offense 
provided for in Par. 199 of the L S S R Criminal Code. 

Prosecutor V. Markov explained to Svetlana Bulach, verbally, 
that her husband had been arrested for writing some sort of letter. 

Vilnius 
On August 26, 1982, Chekist Julius Česnavičius questioned 

Valerijus Smolkin. He was accused of assisting the families of politic
al prisoners. Among other things, Security Agent Česnavičius blurted 
out, "Some of your friends are abroad, others in camps, and there 
are times when some end up under a car, like Father Bronius Lauri
navičius . . ." 

Garliava (Kaunas R a y o n ) 
On October 1, 1982, in looking for contraband goods, a search 

was made of the apartment of (Mrs.) Jadvyga Bieliauskienė, 
a resident of Garliava, P. Cvirkos 41-2. The search was carried out 
by four men in civilian garb, who introduced themselves as repre
sentatives of the auxiliary police, with (Mrs.) Albina Dagilienė and 
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her son Algirdas as witnesses. 
The search required four hours, in the course of which the 

folowing were confiscated: typewriters (Robotron, Erika, Ukraina); 
books (eleven copies of Šapokas' Lietuvos istorija (History of Lith
uania), eight copies of Brazdžionis' Per pasaulį keliauja žmogus (Man 
Traverses the World), Gelgaudas' Lietuvos priešistorija (Prehistoric 
Lithuania), Lietuvos valstybės ženklo kilmė (The Origin of the Lithu
anian National Symbol), eight copies of Maceina's Jobo drama (The 
Drama of Job), (incomplete), Kučinskas' Kęstutis, Pakalnutė's 
Gyva liepsnelė tarp delnų (The Living Flame in the Palms of the 
Hands), sermons entitled, "Mokslas ir Dievas" ("Science and God"), 
individual pages of Lipert's Susitikimai su žmonėmis (Encount
ers with People), the book, Apie mąstymą (On Meditation),a com
munication to President of the Lithuanian Bishops' Conference 
Bishop Liudas Povilonis, a handwritten copy of Mečislovas Jurevi
čius speech at his trial, a letter about Romas Kalanta, four relics with 
notes about sufferings endured by prisoners, among them ,the prison
er's number worn by J. Bieliauskienė, etc. 

Militia Junior Lieutenant S. Piešinas noted in the record of the 
search that no contraband goods were found. When the search was 
over, both Bieliauskas' were driven off to the Kaunas Rayon Militia 
Department for questioning. 

On October 5, 1982, in Garliava I Middle School, interroga
tions of pupils began, in an attempt to gather evidence against 
Garliava resident Bieliauskienė. The questioning began with the 
younger children. 

On October 5, 1982, the following seventh-graders were sum
moned to the office of Garliava I Middle School Principal Nausėda: 
Redas Brusokas, Antanas Račyla and Albertas Gvozdas. The chekists 
told the children to write explanations and everything they knew 
about J. Bieliauskienė. Otherwise, if they did not admit that Bieliaus
kienė directs the believing youth of Garliava, giving them religious 
books to read, they would be thrown into the cellar, beaten, and 
would get a mark no higher than "2" in conduct, and finally, they 
began to threaten that the students would be taken off to a colony. 

The chekists advised pupil Antanas Racyla, if he did not want to 
ruin his future, not to serve at Mass, and at the end of the inter
rogation they asked wheteher he knew how to draw the Vytis (Trans. 
Note — Knight errant — ancient Lithuanian national symbol), and 
ordered him to sketch one there and then. Asked where he learned to 
do so, Račyla explained, "From a ten Litas bill", but the investigator 
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took the sketch and wrote on it: "Taught to draw by J. Bieliaus
kienė". Releasing the children, the chekists warned them not to tell 
anyone about the talks. 

On October 6, 1982, the chekists threatened (Miss) Zita Dė-
dinaitė that she would never get into any school, and for lying, would 
be punished with two years in prison. After her, eleventh-
grader Mindaugas Babonas was summoned to the principal's office. 
During his interrogation, the chekist cursed and even tried to strike 
the pupil, and afterwards, took him to the Kaunas Security police, 
where he threatened to throw him in the cellar. That day also, 
eleventh-grader Daiva Naikeliūtė was also brought to Kaunas 
Security for questioning. 

During interrogation, the chekists showed tenth-grader Valdas 
Tamošiūnas a fabricated search report, in which it was stated that 
during the search at the Bieliauskas home, much anti-Soviet 
literature was found, along with a radio transmitter. The investigator 
tried to convince Tamošiūnas that the Bieliauskas' were very 
dangerous criminals and that anyone not assisting in their discovery 
would be punished as accessories after the fact. 

On October 12, 1982 chekists from Vilnius visited Garliava I 
Middle School. The following pupils were interrogated: (Miss) 
Rūta Kuraitė, seventh grade; (Miss) Viktorija Iščenskaitė, tenth 
grade; (Miss) Vilė Aleknaitė, (Miss) Nijolė Gečkauskaitė, (Miss) Pet-
ruševičiūtė — repeatedly interrogated seventh-graders Antanas Ra-
čyla, Albertas Gvozdas and (Miss) Aurelija Vimerytė, tenth-grader 
Valdas Tamošiūnas, eleventh-graders (Miss) Daiva Maikelytė and 
Mindaugas Babonas (both were again taken to Kaunas Security); 
Antanas Sutkaitis, eleventh grade. Slepkov and the former graduate 
pupil (Miss) Birutė Gluoksnytė were also taken away to Security head
quarters. 

Garliava. 
October 29, 1982. Seven individuals carried out a search of 

(Mrs.) Jadvyga Bieliauskienė's place. After the search, they arrested 
Bieliauskienė and took her away. 

Garliava 
October 29, 1982. Seven individuals carried out a search at the 

home of Garliava residents, the Naikelius'. The investigators said 
that they had a search order, but they did not show it to the 
lady of the house. The search lasted from 10:00 AM until 2:00 PM. 
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The chekists carefully paged through every notebook, looking for 
underground literature and duplicating supplies. 

After the search, they drove (Mrs.) Naikelienė to Security head
quarters for questioning. Chekist Urbonas asked her about (Mrs.) 
Bieliauskienė — whether she knew her, what she was interested in, 
etc. 

Simultaneously interrogated was Naikelienė's daughter Daiva, 
an eleventh-grader. She was also asked about Bieliauskienė. Dai
va refused to provide information. 

Taurage. 
August 20, 1982. At 10:00 AM, the Assistant Pastor of the church 

in Tauragė, Father Antanas Beniušis, was summoned to the Prosecu
tor's Office. 

On the morning of August 20, people were gathering in church. 
After a brief period of prayer, about two hundred people, together 
with Father Antanas Beniušis, strode off toward the Prosecutor's 
Office. Militia officials, seeing the approaching crowd and the priest, 
became nervous . . . 

Those who went did not fit in the building; some of them re
mained in the yard. Vice Chairman (Mrs.) R. Ulbienė asked Father 
Beniušis to come by the Prosecutor's Office. People expressed a 
desire to go with the priest, and Father Beniušis refused to go 
to the Prosecutor's Office alone. They were forced to look for a hall, 
but even this was too small to acccomodate everyone. Hence, 
a good number of those who had come were left outside the 
doors. Assistant Ulbienė tried to get the assembled young people 
out of the chamber, but no one moved. 

In her talk, Vice Chairman Ulbienė expressed dissatisfaction 
with the sermons given by Father Beniušis during last year's 
devotions at Žemaičių Kalvarija. The faithful were not allowed to 
speak. 

From the Prosecutors's Office, the people of Tauragė accom
panied the priest to church. Here Father Beniušis thanked everyone 
for the generosity they had shown, and requested that they not be 
lacking in it for those, too, who burn with hatred and to assist them 
with their prayers and sacrifices, just as they had assisted him today. 
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ŠILUVA — 1982 

Every religious festival brings much cheerfulness and spiritual 
joy into the Lithuanian Catholic's gray and monotonous life. Such 
revitalization is introduced especially by the great festivals at Žemai
čių Kalvarija (The Samogitian Calvary), Šiluva and Aušros Vartai 
(Our Lady of the Dawn Gates). Their influence has long ago 
spread beyond the borders of Lithuania: Pilgrims come from Lat
via, Estonia, Byelorussia, and even far away Kazakhstan. Even 
though the atheistic government harasses the pilgrims in every 
way, thousands of people travel to the devotions each day, and 
afterwards, the faithful continue for a long time to share the sorrows 
and joys experienced. 

Last year, before the great festival at Šiluva, the atheists pro
claimed the existence of "Swine fewer", but they just didn't 
have the nerve to rescind it. This year, people waited for new 
"pearls" of atheist imagination which ordinarily surprised not only 
Lithuania, but world public opinion. 

Since, for the second year, the government has been inter-

A Religious Procession in Šiluva, 1981 
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fering with youth and pilgrims going to Šiluva in organized 
fashion (the chekists constantly repeat "In Poland too, everything 
started with the rosary"), since early spring this year, the faithful, 
singly or in groups reciting the rosary, walked to Šiluva from Tytuvė
nai (9 km.) from Raseiniai (19 km.) and even from Kaunas (approx
imately 95 km.). 

On Sunday, August 29, 1982, a small group of the faithful reciting 
the rosary, set off from the church in Tytuvėnai bound for 
Šiluva. Up and down the highway leading to Šiluva, militia and KGB 
cars were buzzing. As one might expect, the officials, having 
stopped the pilgrims, began to harass them: "Where are you going? 
Who are you? Let us have your passes!" 

Those accosted replied that they were going to Šiluva to pray. 
The chekists, charging them with disturbing the peace (it is forbid
den to pray the rosary aloud while walking, even though there are only 
open fields all around), took down the names and addresses of 
some residents of Šiauliai: (Mrs.) Ieva Galdikienė, Juozas Šileikis, 
(Mrs.) Jadvyga Petkevičienė, (Mrs.) Angelė Žalienė and others. They 
ordered all of them into a militia car and promised to take them to 
Šiauliai. When the pilgrims refused to obey, and demanded that they 
not interrupt the prayers, the chekists, leaving the people in the care 
of the militia, drove to Šiluva, and having conferred there, after a 
few minutes hey returned. The Lieutenant Colonel of the Militia, 
coming from Šiluva, announced that it was forbidden for them to 
continue the journey on foot, and ordered that they all be placed in an 
automobile and driven to Šiluva. Forced into the vehicles, the pil
grims were taken to Šiluva where they were released. 

One evening in August, a small group of young people from 
Kaunas began a penitential journey on foot from Kaunas to 
Šiluva. Hardly had they left the city, when sharp eyes began to 
follow them. The security agents would catch the group in their 
headlights, pass them in their cars, and come back again. Since the 
penitants looked more like tourists, they did not arouse much 
suspicion, and the chekists left them in peace. Even though the 
journey was difficult — they were able to sleep a little only on the 
bank of a ditch or on a pile of grain — nevertheless, the young 
people felt very happy when they reached the shrine. 

Before the festival, not far from Raseiniai, on the banks of the 
Dubysa, a militia celebration took place. After this holiday, four 
hundred militiamen were left in Raseiniai for the Šiluva festival. In 
August on the other side of the Tytuvėnai trailer camp, they 
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B i s h o p L i u d a s Povilonis pres id ing at p i lgr image to Ši luva. 

chased the Pioneers out, and forty security agents set up there, 
while within the Executive Committee of the city of Tytuvėnai, a 
new special staff established itself with a radio station. In a word, the 
government made very serious preparations against the Catholics 
of Lithuania, who were armed only with prayerbooks and rosary 
beads. 

From early morning of September 8, on all roads in Betygala, 
Ariogala and Viduklė, they checked the registration of passing 
buses, removing the license plates from some, and threatened to slash 
the tires of one driver who had objected slightly. More than one 
driver had his license punched. Officials herded the rented buses 
of the pilgrims to Šiluva Security Headquarters, and from there, they 
would send them home without their passengers. So it was with 
people from Vilnius, travelling with Father Stanislovas Puidokas 
to the Šiluva festival. The same fate met the people from 
Klaipėda, etc. 

In Šiluva, the militia and chekists demonstratively took down the 
license numbers of the cars which had come. One Communist from 
Tytuvėnai was summoned the very next morning, September 9, before 
the Kelmė Rayon Party Committee, where they offered to return his 
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Party card, merely because on September 8, he had driven to Šiluva. 
The poor man tried to explain that he had driven his wife and mother-
in-law, and the car had been purchased jointly with his wife. He could 
not act in any other way, since otherwise, his wife threatened him 
with separation. Only after such serious arguing was he successful in 
rescuing his Party card. 

For eight days, Šiluva became a real war zone. On Sunday, the 
militia helicopter flew over the town of Šiluva so low that the noise 
interfered with church services. The rumor spread among the people 
that the Traffic Police Chief, himself, Colonel Vaitasius, was looking 
at the crowds of the faithful from the plane. 

The first day of the festival was impressive. Large crowds of 
the faithful gathered, with over eighty priests from various dioceses. 
About sixty priests vested, and went to meet the Bishops Liudas 
Povilonis and Antanas Vaičius. Mass was celebrated for the spiritual 
re-birth of the nation, and for sobriety. His Excellency, Bishop Povilo
nis, gave a thoughtful sermon. After Mass, the people, attentive and 
filled with joy, sang "Marija, Marija" which has become a religious 
national anthem. 

On September 12, the Saturday of Šiluva festival, after the princi
pal Mass, the youth and adults, continuing a tradition born last year, 
moved on their knees from the main altar, through the entire church 
to the churchyard. In the beginning, Father Alfonsas Svarinskas 
preached, illustrating by examples the difficult plight of the Church 
in Lithuania today, and the wide-open efforts of the atheist to liqui
date it. The preacher cited the words of Petras Griškevičius, 
First Secretary of the Communist Party of Lithuania, spoken 
May 17, 1981, in the Second Plenary Session of the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party of Lithuania: 

"It is necessary in every way to strengthen the bond between 
international and patriotic education on the one hand, and on the 
other, and war to DESTROY religious anachronisms." An anachronism 
for government atheists is God, the Church, Faith, and the word liqui
date obviously needs no commentary. Father Alfonsas Svarinskas 
invited all present to pray for His Excellency Bishop Julijonas Stepo
navičius, whom the atheists wish to demean — they are making 
efforts even to mislead the Vatican. 

During the sermon, the helicopter constantly flew over the town, 
so that people who were farther from the loudspeakers almost did not 
hear the priest's sermon for the noise. After the sermon, the priest, 
with cross in hand, the youth and adults — everyone — praying the 
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rosary, began to move around the church on their knees. There 
were children, students, intelligentsia and alongside, the elderly 
and the sick. 

People standing in the churchyard knelt. After going around the 
church on their knees, they returned to the main altar. The hearts of all 
beat joyfully for God and country. 

The procession around the church lasted more than one hour and 
a half. 

During the entire festival at Šiluva, 38,000 people received Holy 
Communion. Last year, there had been 28,000. 

During the festival, the faithful collected signatures under 
petitions demanding the return of the Church of Our Lady, Queen 
of Peace, in Klaipėda, built by the sacrifices of the faithful of Klai
peda and all Lithuania, and confiscated by the government. 

Measures were taken against those collecting signatures: in 
church, in the chapel, in the churchyard and the cemetery, Security 
Police hovered about and, threatening the people in every way, tore 
the petitions from the peoples' hands. 

The security agents forced the women who had been collecting 
signatures, (Mrs.) Jadviga Baronienė and (Mrs.) Genė Paleckienė, 
into a car and drove them to militia headquarters. Here they were 
subjected to a close personal search, in the course of which officials 
even tried to tear off the soles of Jadvyga Baronienė's shoes. 

During those days, security agents arrested a little old lady who 
had been collecting signatures, and seizing about 2,000 signatures 
from her, pushed her into a car, shaking their fists, and took her to the 
security police. "I am not afraid to die for the good of the Church . . . 
and I will keep on collecting signatures!", the elderly woman 
affirmed. Later, she showed her frinds and relatives large bruises on 
her arms. 

From time to time, the militia and their auxiliaries would raid the 
women selling religious items, and confiscate everything. 

Militia officials did not try to keep order in the streets and roads of 
the town; on the contrary, they disrupted it in all sorts of ways. The 
second day of the religious festival, drunken militiamen would show 
up in the street. On the basis of available information, about thirteen 
high-ranking officials who were drunk during the religious festival 
lost their drivers' licenses. "If the festival had been extended for a 
week, all the officials of the rayon would have had to walk," said the 
people of Raseiniai. And why not drink? It is more difficult for a sober 
man to attack innocent believers. 
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Altar in the C h a p e l of Our L a d y of Ši luva, Lithuania. 

On September 16, the Raseiniai Rayon newspaper Naujas Rytas 
(New Morning) published the following item: 

"The Rayon Prosecutor's Office has announced that on Septem
ber 12, 1982, at about 8:00 PM, Militiaman L. Norgilas, a highway 
patrolman of the L S S R Interior Ministry's State Graffic Police while 
driving an officialcar on Komjaunimo Street in the City of Raseiniai, 
would not allow a motorcycle, operated on an arterial road 
(K. Požėlos Street) without a license by A. Jankauskas to pass, 
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obstructing and slightly injuring him. The incident is under in
vestigation, and the one responsible for the accident will be penalized. 
At the time of the accident, individuals behaving like hooligans 
prevented an inspection of the site of the incident, and disturbed 
the peace. An investigation is being carried out, The culprits will be 
made to pay. 

Raseiniai Rayon Prosecutor's Office" 

Here is what really happened: A couple of drunken militiamen 
were driving a Klaipėda militia car down Komjaunimo Street to the 
store for liquor, and bumped into the young man riding on a motor
cycle. He was thrown onto the sidewalk. The inebriated militiaman 
told the victim to disappear. The young remained where he was, wait
ing for the militia. Those responsible for the accident, along with 
Raseiniai Miliatia personnel, drove around the block and returned to 
the site, and finding the young man waiting there, began to 
beat him. 

In response to the cries of bystanders, workers came running 
from the "Šatrija" Factory, and surrounding the militia car, would not 
let it get away, and later overturned it. A larger group of militia 
arrived and tried to rescue their comrades, but in vain. The 
crowd seized apples and stones and began to attack the militiamen. 
Others even threw vases of flowers from the balconies. The people 
shouted, "You're not just confiscating rosaries at Šiluva, you know! 
You animals, what are you doing?" 

Those assembled demanded that the State Traffic Police Chief, 
Col. Vaitasius, come from Vilnius, Rayon leaders summoned fire-
fighting apparatus from Raseiniai, Girkalnis and Viduklė; but the 
firefighters, arguing that they had been trained to put out fires, and not 
to control people, refused to turn their hoses on the crowd. That 
night, the administration came from Vilnius and, dismissing the 
militia and promising to punish the wrongdoers, asked everyone to 
disperse. After midnight, people began to scatter. In the side 
streets, the militia seized people and began to beat them. Officials 
extinguished street lights in advance so that it would be easier to 
punish the people. Many were arrested. There is no more exact 
information, since everything is being carefully covered up. 
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Anastazas J a n u l i s 

OUR PRISONERS 

From the letters of Anastazas Janulis: 
" . . . It is regrettable that not all of my letters reach relatives 

or other addressees. In my letters, they see something which isn't 
even there and delay them. Or, perhaps more simply — they 
want to rub me against the grain . . . I thank you for all your letters . . . 
including those which you would like to write (and do write, mental
ly), but conditions and circumstances do not allow me to re
ceive them. I'm working, but the stupid quotas keep increasing so 
that they are impossible to fulfill. . ." 

. . . So if someone does not receive my letters, or I don't get their: 
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it's not worth fussing over, but rather rejoicing as we do over 
everything which God gives and takes away. 

"I pray God that more bearers of the Light of Christ will come 
forward. Our nation and our homeland need the Light of Christ so that 
the descendants of the Land of Crosses, the children of the Land of 
the Rūpintojėlis (The Pensive Christ — uniquely Lithuanian repre
sentation — Trans. Note), sons and daughters of the Land of Mary — 
all of us — being sinners, would not consider ourselves saints; 
as slaves, not boast of freedom. Also familiar to me is the following 
thought which sometimes becomes a silent prayer: "God of our 
Fathers, if the sacrifice of my life would give You more glory, if it 
would serve to benefit my homeland, the salvation of my soul and 
that of all my countrymen — here I am, take it!" So far, I have a 
strong grip on the cup given me by Divine Providence, and I'm 
determined to drink it to the dregs." 

Vytautas Vaičiūnas writes: 
" . . . In July, I wrote a petition to the Lithuanian press, and on 

September 20, they informed me that my request had been rejected. 
On September 21, I wrote the following statement, more or less: 
" . . . this denial I consider equivalent to a deprivation of my right to 
read my native Lithuanian language, therefore, I request permission 
for my wife to sign me up through the Soviet press for Lithuanian 
newspapers and magazines. The prohibition of the Prosecutor of 
Satka against receiving Lithuanian newspapers and magazines, 
I consider unjust. The newspapers and magazines were subscribed 
through the Soviet press, and the laws on which they based their 
prohibition to receive printed matter oblige the administration to 
see to it that prisoners not be left without reading material. To be 
prohibited from reading newspapers and magazines in one's native 
language is an act of discrimination . . . 

"My mail is very spotty. Letters reaching Bakal lie around for a 
month at a time in the cabinets of the staff, and afterwards, they 
are sent back to Lithuania where, having been kept again for no short 
time, the fortunate ones, after covering 9000 km., reach me after 
two months. 

"I thank you for your prayers, because of which the peace won 
for us by the Lord leads me on. This peace bothers those who run 
our lives, but it is not of this world, and the world cannot take it away." 

October 27, 1982 
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On October 29, 1982, Vytautas Vaičiūnas received a visit from 
his wife. The prison administration says that they could release 
Vytautas Vaičiūnas, but he himself does not wish it — he does 
not admit his guilt. 

"Freedom is very precious to me, but I will not ask you for favors, 
and I will not lable myself guilty. I have been here this long; I will 
stay for the rest of my sentence. This year of incarceration I dedicate 
as a sacrifice for my nation." says Vytautas Vaičiūnas. 

The health of Vytautas Vaičiūnas has improved somewhat: His 
diet has improved — for the first time in his entire imprison
ment, lard has been delivered to the prison store. 

Viktoras Petkus is devoting all his time left over from enforced 
labor to reading and creative work. He has collected very many 
notes, articles and transcripts. On Palm Sunday, 1982, a search was 
made of Viktoras Petkus' cell, and all his collected material was 
confiscated. On Easter Morning, 1982, all of the prisoner's possessions 
— material confiscated during the search were destroyed. Not every
one is so good at deriding a prisoner or giving him so much 
mental suffering. This requires Bolshevik Dzerzhinskyites! 

During the fall 1981 visit, Viktoras' wife left him 15 kg. of food. 
After ten days, the prisoner was given one can of coffee and a month 
later, 3 kg. of bacon. Everything else ended up in the stomach of the 
lieutenant in charge, Gatin. 

In December, 1981, a festering sore appeared on Viktoras' face. 
For an entire half year, no one gave him any medical assist
ance. He was referred to the hospital only in June 1982. For a month 
and a half, Viktoras was practically on vacation. After five years, he saw 
summer for the first time. The surgeon who operated on Viktoras 
said that the lesion was malignant, however, after the operation, 
his face healed. 

At the beginning of June, ostensibly for breaking prison regula
tions, Viktoras Petkus was denied a visit with friends who had come 
to see him. In response to a question about the prisoners's 
health, it was said that everything was normal. Regarding the 
fact that Viktoras had been taken to the hospital — not a word! 

In October, 1982, Viktoras was visited by his wife, Natalija. 
During the search, the prisoner had to wait two hours in fifteen 
degree (Centigrade) temperature, dressed in a summer prisoner s uni
form. After the visit, Lieutenant Gatin refused to accept any winter 
clothing for Viktoras, nor a single morsel of bread. Everything was 
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Viktoras Petkus 

confiscated. On the prison wall was the inscription, "Man to man — 
a brother, friend, comrade . . ." 

On the occasion of Political Prisoner Day (October 30, 1981), in 
the Soviet Union, Anastazas Janulis and Vytautas Skuodis announced 
a hunger strike, wrote a suitable petition to the Prosecutor General 
of the Soviet Union, and by a brief statement informed the com
mandant of the local camp. Vytautas Skuodis and Anastazas Janulis 
repeated their strike in October, 1982. 

42 Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania No. 55 



NEWS FROM T H E D I O C E S E S 

Veiviržėnai (Klaipėda R a y o n ) 
During the night of July 26-27, 1982, in the church of Veiviržėnai, 

the Blessed Sacrament was desecrated. The culprits broke into the 
church, smashed the main altar, ana stole the tabernacle with the 
Blessed Sacrament. After approximately a month, the tabernacle was 
found in a forest about 5 km. away. The Blessed Sacrament was not 
in the tabernacle. 

T h e desecrated altar of Veiv iržėnai church. Additional deta i ls of the 
vandal ism can b e found i n C H R O N I C L E O F T H E C A T H O L I C C H U R C H 
I N L I T H U A N I A , No. 54. 

On August 22, 1982, in the parish church of Veiviržėnai, services 
of reparation took place for the desecration of the Blessed Sacrament. 
They began at 10:00 AM and ended at 7:00 PM. A large church was 
packed with people. Participating in the services were young people 
from Gargždai, Kretinga and other locations in Samogitia. Holy Mass 
was offered on a temporary altar set up in the middle of the 
nave. Evening Mass was concelebrated by members of the Catholic 

Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania No. 55 
4 3 



Commėttee for the Defense of Believers' Rights, Fathers: Vincas 
Vėlavičius, Jonas Kauneckas and Alfonsas Svarinskas. 

In the sermon, Father Svarinskas spoke as follows: "One and 
the same phenomenon is not called the same by everyone in 
Lithuania. The astheists call activity against the Church ideological 
warfare, but we the faithful call it ideological hooliganism. Can it 
be called ideological warfare when they beat someone whose hands 
are tied? 

"The Catholic Church in Lithuania is not only bound, but also 
hobbled. Therefore, the best name for this warfare is ideological 
hooliganism, which has lately degenerated into ideological satanism. 

"This satanism deeply offends us believers, showing as it does 
the true face of the government atheists. At the same time, it 
brings us closer together around the Church and God." 

After the services, Father Jonas Kauneckas, using Soviet literature 
as source, demonstrated the stereotyped and damaged person who no 
longer knows what he is doing. Therefore, it is not the individual 
who is guuilty, but the entire educational system, which has led the 
nation down a blind alley. 

At the services, 1500 people received Communion and many 
priests from surrounding parishes participated. 

During the summer of 1982, the anniversary of the desecra
tion of the Blessed Sacrament at Pažėrai (Kaunas Rayon) and Viduklė 
(Raseiniai Rayon) was commemorated. At Pažėrai, the Pastor of 
Garliava, Monsignor Andriejus Gustaitis spoke. At Viduklė, the Pastor 
of Tabariškiai, Father Petras Dumbliauskas, delivered no less than 
ten sermons. The preacher spoke in a frank and fiery manner, illustra
ting his statements with examples from life. After the solemnities, 
Father Dumbliauskas was summoned to the Kaunas Prosecutor's 
Office, where Assistant Prosecutor for the Republic Bakučionis 
warned him against calumniating the Soviet system. 

Nevarėnai (Telšiai R a y o n ) 
During the night of July 6, 1982, an artistic statue of an angel 

was stolen from a shrine in the cemetery of Nevarėnai. A week later, 
the night of July 14, statues of Mary, Jesus and a second angel were 
stolen from the same shrine. On July 23, a wooden figurine of an 
angel was taken from a shrine in the churchyard, and from a 
nearby wayside shrine, a small wooden statue of Saint Anthony 
was stolen. 
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Lauksoda (Telšiai R a y o n ) 
On the night of August 24, 1982, an artistic statuette of 

Saint Florian, enjoying the protection of the state as a folk monument, 
was stolen from a little shrine in the churchyard of Lauksoda. 

Lieplaukė (Telšiai R a y o n ) 
During the night of August 24, 1982, a large wooden statue of 

Saint John the Baptist was stolen from a shrine along the road to Zara
sai. The statue had been on the list of folk monuments under govern
ment protection. 

Tūbausiai (Kretinga R a y on) 
During the night of August 27, 1982, culprits broke in through the 

sacristy window and vandalized the church of Tūbausiai. They 
damaged the metal tabernacle on the main altar, demolished the 
tabernacles on the side altars, and stole reliquaries, two altar 
lighting fixtures, many candles and a cincture. They ransacked all the 
closets and drawers containing vestments. 

Telšiai. 
On the morning of September 7, 1982, at the doors of the 

Cathedral of Telšiai, a package was found, containing a broken 
ciborium minus its cover. 

Gargždai (Klaipėda R a y o n ) . 
On March 19, 1982, the Commissioner for Religious Af

fairs Petras Anilionis came to Gargždai and summoned the 
members of church committees in the Klaipėda Rayon. Part
icipating in the meeting were Vice Chairman Leika of the 
Rayon. Participating in the meeting were Vice Chairman Leika of the 
Klaipėda Executive Committee, and Vice Chairwoman for Religious 
Affairs (Mrs.) Blažienė. In his talk, Commissioner Anilionis sang the 
praises of Soviet law which is supposedly the most humane in the 
world, providing complete freedom of conscience and tolerating 
even such extremist priests as Alfonsas Svarinskas, Sigitas Tamke-
vičius, Jonas Kauneckas, Vytautas Skiparis and others like them, who 
in their sermons, to use the words of the Commissioner, demoralize 
the faithful, especially the youth, and liberal Soviet reality. 

Anilionis called the processions of the faithful to Šiluva anti-
Soviet: "We will punish everyone who organizes them or takes part in 
them," threatened the Commissioner. 
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When committee members asked when the Queen of Peace 
Church in Klaipėda would be returned, Religious Affairs Com
missioner Anilionis assured them that it would never be returned, and 
tried to convince everyone that the government took it with the 
consent of the people. 

"We're giving you permission — enlarge the present church. I 
have heard that you are collecting signatures again. Your signatures 
won't do you any good, even if you send them by the kilogram," 
Anilionis curtly retorted. After these words of the commissioner, some 
of the committee members rose and left the room. 

Responding to a question asking when Bishop Julijonas Stepo
navičius and Bishop Vincentas Sladkevičius would be allowed to 
resume their episcopal duties, Anilionis complained that they would 
have been allowed to resume their posts long ago, but that the 
demands of the two bishops were so great that the government could 
not consent to them (Bishop Sladkevičius was reinstated, July, 
1982 — Trans. Note). 

Kybartai (Vilkaviškis R a y o n ) 
On August 14, 1982, a group of faithful from the parish of Kybartai, 

together with their pastor, Father Sigitas Tamkevičius, hired a bus 
from the Vilkaviškis Bus Park and drove out to the Šiauliai Rayon 
to pray on the anniversary of a certain man's death, and on the way, to 
visit one or two of the more important historical sites in Lithuania. 
Coming to the road leading to the Hill of Crosses (about 2 km. 
remained to the Hill), the bus had to stop for a traffic department sign. 

The faithful, leaving the bus on the main road, headed for the 
Hill reciting the rosary. Along the road, as well as at the Hill of Crosses 
itself, were traffic police and security agents. After praying and 
inspecting the Hill of Crosses, the pilgrims returned to the road, but 
could not find the bus there. A traffic policeman on duty at the road, 
refused to assist them. Then the people set off for Šiauliai, in the rain, 
praying: reciting the rosary and singing hymns. Not finding the bus at 
the City of Šiauliai Traffic Department, they went to the Šiauliai Rayon 
State Security Committee, where it was explained to the faithful that 
nothing was known of the event, except that shortly before, there had 
been a telephone call from the traffic department, saying that the bus 
was parked in the Rayon Traffic Department yard, awaiting the 
travellers. Officials at the Rayon Traffic Department sarcastically 
stated that the Traffic Department, after checking documents, 
released the driver and they did not know where he went. 
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F a t h e r Sig i tas Tamkev ič ius , pastor of the parish in 
Kybartai, Lithuania. 

"Maybe the driver became firghtened, and went home," the 
Traffic Department person in charge said. 

Evening was approaching. Hungry and tired, the people, 
stranded several hundred kilometers from home, were forced to seek 
other means of transportation for home after getting just six 
hours of use from the bus which they had hired for two days. Their 
food and belongings, including the clothing of some, had been left on 
the bus. At midnight, they reached home, and gathered in the church 
at Kybartai, where they thanked God at Mass, and prayed for govern
ment officials encountered during the day, full of hatred for religion 
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and religious believers. 
The next day, it was discovered that as soon as the people had 

left the bus, a traffic policeman and a security agent had come up 
to the driver and sternly ordered him to drive to Šiauliai. When 
the driver had tried to object and asked, "What about the people?", 
the chekist sarcastically remarked that the pilgrims would go home on 
foot. The bus was ordered to the Headquarters of the Šiauliai 
Rayon State Security Committee and the driver was interrogated and 
threatened for three hours. 

When the questioning was over, they wrote in his itinerary that 
he was to drive directly to the Vilkaviškis garage. The government 
did not return the money that the faithful had paid to rent the bus. 

Vilnius. 
Vice Commissioner for Religious Affairs, Juozėnas, tells the 

priests that Fathers Alfonsas Svarinskas, Sigitas Tamkevičius and Jo
nas Kauneckas have calmed down on the surface, and that Father 
Vincas Vėlavičius has completely "taken off", but in reality, he has 
turned all his atention to the Chronicle. 

In the opinion of Juozėnas, His Excellency Bishop Julijonas 
Steponavičius does not want to work, so the Chronicle in the future 
will not call him a martyr. 

Spreading these rumors, the chekist in sheep's clothing is trying 
to sound out the clergy to see what their reaction will be. 

Vilnius 
Since June, the Soviet government has been trying to transfer 

Father Ričardas Černiauskas from Saint Michael's Church in Vilnius. 
The government atheists have not been pleased that every Sunday, 
crowds of people gather for Father Černiauskas' sermons, especially 
the youth. The faithful, learning about the attempt to transfer the 
priest, began to send delegations to the Administrator of the Arch
diocese, Father Algirdas Gutauskas, urging him not to give in to 
pressure from the government: not transfer their beloved priest. Later, 
they themselves appealed to the office of the Commissioner for 
Religious Affairs. In the case of one delegation, Anilionis tried to 
act as though he had not even heard that Father Černiauskas was 
being transferred; however, when he became emotional, he betrayed 
the fact that his office is orchestrating everything. 

In spite of the constant protests on the part of the faithful, the 
petitions with hundreds of signatures and various delegations, Father 
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T h e Church of S S . P e t e r and Paul in Vilnius, Lithua
nia, where F a t h e r Ričardas Č e r n i a u s k a s is permitted 
to offer M a s s , but not to preach. H i s transfer from 
St. Michae l ' s in Vi lnius c a u s e d an outcry from the 
faithful. 

Ričardas Černiauskas had to take leave of St. Michael's parish, Sep
tember 26. On that occasion, the youth and the faithful presented 
him with many flowers and sincerely thanked him for his beautiful 
priestly example, his sacrifice and his prayers. 

In response, Father Černiauskas first thanked His Excellency 
Julijonas Steponavičius who had shown him especially much un
deserved attention: He had been like a real father to him. More
over, Father Černiauskas urged the faithful to pray, thanking 
God for a shepherd of such great spirit in whose heart all the joys and 
sorrows of the faithful find an echo, while he, himself, by his small 
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sacrifice, identifies himself with the great suffering of the bishop-
exile. 

Father Černiauskas announced to the faithful that now, as one 
who stayed in Vilnius to get well, he is allowed only to offer Mass and 
to hear confessions in the church of SS. Peter and Paul. He is for
bidden to preach. 

It is clear to all that this transfer is the Soviet government's 
revenge for the priest's zealous work with the young and the faithful; 
however, the priest, ending his farewell talk, reminded everyone that 
he has no regrets, that he did everything dictated by his conscience, 
and if he had it all to do over again, he would once more work with the 
youth, he would once more drive to Molėtai to conduct a retreat, 
and he would work in a way required by Christ and Church law. 

Paveisininkai (Lazdijai R a y o n ) 
In the District of Kapčiamiestis, in Paveisininkai, there is a 

church not registered by the government. Since May 30, 1982, at 
the request of the faithful, Father Ignas Plioraitis has been of
fering Mass on the first Sunday of the month, and during 
festivals in the church of Paveisininkai, and administers to the faithful. 

On October 3, 1982, in the church of Paveisininkai, the Feast of 
Saint Theresa of the Child Jesus was being celebrated. On the feast 
day, Commissioner V. Kavaliukas of the Kapčiamistis Militia, Dist
rict Chairman Z. Lapinskas, Communal Farm Chairman V. Jurašius, 
Agronomist M. Garbenčius and Engineer V. Žiūrinskas strode about 
the churchyard and harassed the owners of automobiles who had come 
to church; finally he wrote them summonses, fining them 10 rubles 
apiece for entering a forbidden zone. 

In spite of the interference on the part of government officials, 
the church was full of people, and Father Plioraitis clebrated solemn 
Mass. 

Viduklė (Raseiniai R a y o n ) 
On October 28, 1982, Chairman E. Kringelis showed up at the 

parish priest's house to see Father Alfonsas Svarinskas, with a warning 
forbidding believers to go to cemeteries to honor their dead on 
November 1. Otherwise, they would be disregarding the instruc
tions of May 12, 1965. Moreover, at the present time, foot and mouth 
disease was spreading, Chairman Kringelis explained. Therefore, 
all gatherings are forbidden. The pastor refused to acknowledge 
the warning in writing. 
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That same day, Father Alfonsas Svarinskas was summoned to the 
Raseiniai Rayon Executive Committee where a similar warning was 
again given him, and he was told to receipt it. Arguing that "if 
atheists can go to the cemetery, then Catholics can also go, since all 
citizens as affirmed by Par. 32 of the L S S R Constitution are equal 
before the law," Father Svarinskas refused to sign. 

On November 1, from noon on, the town of Viduklė was full of 
militia and security agents. The traffic police stopped all automobiles 
entering town, allowing only residents of the town to pass. Those 
living further away and guests could reach the cemetery only on foot. 
At five o'clock that afternoon, young people in national costume, 
the priest and a large crowd of the faithful (approximately 1000 -
1,500 people)led by a cross and funeral banners, walked in procession 
from the church to the cemetery singing the Litany of All Saints. 

Government agents in automobiles buzzed from one end of town 
to the other, and opening the doors, demonstratively photographed 
the procession. Not far from the cemetery, one man in civilian garb 
photographed every rank of youth. The traffic police said among 
themselves: "Why did they bring us here? After all, the people are 
walking in such orderly fashion that it's beautiful to see . . . They 
are making fools of themselves again." 

The chekists summoned Director Letukas of the Viduklė State 
Farm to the firehouse, which was not far from the cburch, and ordered 
him to identify farmers participating in the procession. Letukas, 
using as an excuse the fact that it was twilight and foggy, 
refused to comply. 

In the cemetery, the atheists, in an effort to harass the faithful, 
had loudspeakers operating. 

Žemaičių Kalvarija (Plungė R a y o n ) 
On July 7, 1982, the traffic police stopped a car on its way back 

from the rel igious festival in progress at Žemaičių Kalvarija 
(Samogitian Calvary).Riding in it were Fathers Antanas Šeškevi
čius, Jonas Paliukas and Konstantinas Velioniškis. Republic Traffic 
Police Officials Vaitasius and Zabarauskas took the driver in to 
check his documents, and questioned him approximately an hour, 
about which priests he had been driving, how much he had been 
paid, where else he had taken them, etc. The chekists were most 
interested to know wheter the chauffeur often drove priests with 
cameras, and what they photographed along the way. Finally, his 
driver's license was taken away from him. 
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Bel ievers depart ing the shrine of Ž e m a i č i ų Kalvari ja 
following serv ices. 

While they were "checking" the driver's papers, a militiaman 
informed the priests sitting in the car that they would all have to come 
in to district headquarters to be identified. Father Jonas Paliukas and 
Father Antanas Šeškevičius had their passports with them; hence 
their identities were established on the spot; but Father Velioniškis 
was escorted to the temporary militia headquarters. 

"Why are you photographing and filming?" the chekists attacked 
Father Velioniškis. When after three hours of "identification" 
it became clear that during the festival, Father Jonas Paliukas had 
taken souvanir photographs, Father Velioniškis was released. 
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Žemaičių Kalvarija (Plungė R a y o n) 
On July 7, 1982, a young man from Kretinga, a religious 

believer who had photographed the services and the procession to the 
Hill of Crosses, was detained at Žemaičių Kalvarija. At first, the 
young man was interrogated at the temporary militia headquarters at 
Žemaičių Kalvarija. Afterwards, he was taken to Plungė where the 
chekists continued the interrogation until late at night. Confiscated 
from the young man were taped copies of sermons and films. The 
chekists tried to brainwash the young man so that according to them, 
he would not damage his life with religion. 

Telšiai 
On September 17, 1982, (Miss) Ona Lazdauskaitė was sum

moned to see Investigator Dapkūnas at the Telšiai Security Police 
Headquarters. The investigator was interested in the youth of the 
Cathedral of Telšiai. He asked who had organized the pilgrimmage 
to Žemaičių Kalvarija, where the religious festival was taking place, 
where they obtained their bus, who had driven children in their own 
cars, etc. The chekist was edgy about the colors worn by the worship
pers from Telšiai Cathedral: green, yellow and red. 

"If three women meet on the street, wearing yellow, green and 
red coats, that, according to you, constitutes the flag of bourgeois 
Lithuania and perhaps the militia ought to be summoned. We have 
been praying and will continue to pray, and if you do not allow us to 
go to the festival, we will go on foot," Ona Lazdauskaitė said, 
refusing to give in during the interrogation. 

Žlibinai (Plungė R a y o n ) . 
The faithful of Žlibinai parish wrote the following petition to 

the LSSR Council of Ministers: 
"We request the Comrade Chairman of the Council of Ministers 

to return our church to us, the believers of Žlibinai, and to allow 
a clergyman to carry out religious ceremonies in it. The church 
of Žlibinai was registered by the Soviet government. It has its own 
church committee, paid taxes, and carried out all obligations ac
cording to state requirements. It was closed twenty years ago on 
demand of one or more nonbelievers, without the knowledge of the 
believers. At the present time, the church of Žlibinai has been turned 
into a warehouse. It causes many hardships for us, the believers, 
of Žlibinai, when there is a deceased person to be buried, since 
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the remains must be taken to the church at Kontaučiai in the Rayon of 
Plungė. This causes special inconvenience in the winter, fall and 
spring, when the roads are bad. It is necessary to take off from govern
ment work and to tie up government cars for long periods of time. 
Besides, the church of Žlibinai is badly neglected; the fence around it 
has been knocked down. The church is an old architectural 
monument. We believers agree to repair the church and to look 
after it. 

"We request the Comrade Chairman of the Council of Ministers 
to honor our petition by returning the church of Žlibinai to the 
believers." 

This petition was signed by 291 believers. 

On September 7, 1982, the petition of the faithful of the 
Žlibinai parish was presented to the Council of Ministers. For a 
month, the faithful did not receive any reply. 

The faithful also wrote a petition to the Bishop of Telšiai, 
requesting him to appoint a priest to serve the parish of Žlibinai. 
The petition was signed by about 300 individuals (according to 
the Soviet Constitution, twenty believers have the right to constitute 
a religious association and to have a house of prayer). 

Mažeikiai 
On September 17, 20 and 21, 1982, a trial took place in 

Mažeikiai: Judge Stakauskas; Prosecutor, (Miss) Mickutė; Attor
neys, Jankauskas and Staškevičius tried the case of Zigmas 
Mockevičius, his brother Danielius Mockevičius, Antanas Kairys 
and Alvydas Butkus. 

Those on trial had burglarized three churches and three 
residents, torturing them cruelly. In the Kuldinga Rayon of 
Latvia, Danielius Mockevičius had burglarized the Lutheran church 
of Skranda. 

On January 31, 1980, the same Danielius Mockevičius had 
burglarized the church of Gadunavą, in the Rayon of Telšiai, making 
off with three ciboria (one of which contained the Blessed Sacra
ment), two chalices, a crucifix, a small serving tray and a small 
carpet. The culprits, after cutting up the ciboria and chalices and 
finding that they were not gold, threw them into the Gagrėnai Lake. 

On July 9, 1980, burglars broke into the church at Žemaičių 
Kalvarija, stole twenty votive offerings from the miraculous picture 
of Mary, and from the sacristy, the proceeds of the collections for 
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the entire festival — about 6000 rubles. 
Criminals robbed a resident of the Plungė Rayon, (Mrs.) 

Eugenija Janauskienė, cruelly torturing her. Zigmas Mockevičius 
drove them in a government veterinary vehicle to the scene of the 
crime. Forcing their victim to sit on the heating elements of the 
stove (the muscles burned through to the bone), the burglars 
demanded gold. They made off with 476 rubles and a 10-ruble 
gold piece. 

From citizen Bacevičius, residing in the Mažeikiai Rayon, they 
stole 1000 rubles and other items. 

Coming at night to the dwelling of Semėnas, a resident of the 
Village of Žvingai in the Rayon of Šilalė, burglars demanded gold. 
They tortured Semėnas so severely that he went blind and deaf 
(his eyeball was ruptured from a blow to the face). They broke 
his ribs, lacerated his face and chest with a glass cutter, tore out 
his fingernails, stabbed his armpits, tied a rope around his neck , and 
threatened to hang him. Antanas Kairys particularly outdid the 
others in cruelty. 

The accused Zigmas and Danielius Mockevičius affirmed that 
they had been told about Žvingai Village resident Semėnas by Prei-
bys, already known from the murder case of Father Šapoka — 
he had wanted to buy a gold coin from Semėnas, but they had not 
agreed on a price. During the trial, Preibys was not summoned 
to take part, even as a witness. 

During the trial, the culprits were especially zealously defend
ed by Attorney Jankauskas, earlier a staff member of the Office of 
the Council for Religious Affairs. When the prosecutor stated that 
everyone in the courtroom was quite scandalized by the horrible 
actions of the culprits, Attorney Jankauskas retorted, "Who can be 
scandalized? Just the faithful!" 

In order that those on trial would not have to be punished 
for their dark deeds, Attorney Jankauskas tried to convince the court 
that the votive offerings stolen from the church of Žemaičių 
Kalvarija belonged neither to the church nor the state, and there 
could not have been much money in the church, since, in his 
opinion, the number of believers decreases annually. 

The culprits were sentenced: Zigmas Mockevičius, born 1954, a 
CANDIDATE FOR M E M B E R S H I P IN T H E CPSU, participant 
in the October 9, 1980 murder of Father Leonas Šapoka as the 
instigator, but found innocent by the court—acknowledged to be 
psychotic. This time, he was sentenced to 7.5 years of deprivation 
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of freedom. (Among other things, when Zigmas Mockevičius 
during the course of testimony mentioned the events at Luokė, 
the judge cut him off, saying, "You didn't take part, so don't 
even mention it!") 

Danielius Mockevičius, born 1961, A COMMUNIST YOUTH 
LEAGUE MEMBER, had earlier been sentenced to fifteen years in 
prison for the murder of Father Šapoka, but went unpunished 
for the crimes under consideration at this trial, since his sentence 
was not increased. 

Antanas Kairys, born 1957 — 8 years deprivation of 
freedom. 

Alvydas Butkus, born 1961 — 5.5 years deprivation of freedom. 

Kapčiamiestis (Lazdijai R a y o n ) 

To: USSR Commissioner for Religious Affairs, V.A. Kuroyedov 
From: The Believers of Kapčiamiestis and Šlavantai, Rayon of 

Lazdijai, Lithuania SSR 

A Petition 
On September 30, 1982, along the roads in our parish, 

persons inspired by the Lazdijai Rayon segurity organs, with the help 
of the militia (not for the first time), knocked down three crosses. 
At the same time, five other crosses were demolished in other locations 
in Lazdijai Rayon. The crosses, cut up in pieces, were thrown into 
dump truck and hauled off for incineration, while the metal 
crosses were thrown into dams. 

We believers, for whom the cross is a support and hope in life 
have been preserving them as most precious relics from as far back 
as 1387. We wear the cross around our neck, we hang it on the walls 
of our homes, erect it for the dead, and adorn our properties and 
roadsides with them. These beautiful corsses of great artistic 
worth are part of our nation's cultural heritage. In the crosses 
and shrines, artists express our nation's entire spiritual dynamism; 
therefore, in their beauty, they can compare with masterpieces 
of architecture and painting. 

However, from the very reestablishment of the Soviet regime in 
Lithuania, not only have churches been demolished and closed, 
but wayside crosses have been knocked down and destroyed on a 
massive scale. This barbaric work of the atheists, perpetrated with 
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the knowledge of the USSR Council of Ministers continues today, 
even though since 1967, the program for the creation of Communism 
emphasizes creation of a collective of highly sensitive people, 
based on humanism and democracy. 

Painfully experiencing the tragedy of the demolition of wayside 
crosses, we read your booklet, published in Moscow in 1982, 
Religion and the Church in the Soviet State", in which, on page 
206, you write: "The Soviet Constitution guarantees freedom of 
religion, and the local government is correctly guarding the princ
iples of Basic Law." On page 154, you nobly affirm: "The pre
servation of rights of Soviet citizens, and the further solidification of 
law is a very serious condition of the Soviet democracy. We 
can state unequivocally that in our country, everything is done to 
implement complete freedom of conscience." 

Knowing the many instances of violations of the rights of 
believers in school, at work and in private life, you do not have any 
right to talk about complete freedom of conscience. Such state
ments can be intended only for foreign journalists, and not for us 
believers. 

After all, the decision of the 1982 Fifth Plenary 
Session of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of 
Lithuania to strengthen ideological, political, atheistic education 
according to the decisions of XXVI Convention of the CPSU set 
forth in a speech during the XXVII Convention of USSR pro
fessional unions is nothing short of open warfare against the Church, 
making use of any and all means to undermine people's religion 
and employing force to instill a materialistic worldview. We believers, 
on the basis of: 

— V.I. Lenin's January 23, 1918 Decree, "On the separation 
of Church and State, and School from Church". 

— Par. 13 of Lenin's 1918 Constitution, Par. 52, 34, 39, 
5 of the present USSR Constitution, 

— The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
— The International Pact on Human Rights, and 
— The Helsinki Final Accord, DEMAND: 
. . . a guarantee that government organs would strictly adhere 

to the laws mentioned above, and would not allow atheism, as a 
private worldview, to interfere in the Church's internal affairs and 
affairs of the believers' conscience; 

. . . the forbidding and the discountinuing of barbaric actions: 
the destruction of crosses throughout Lithuania; 
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. . . the discovery and punishment of the wreckers of crosses 
in the Lazdijai Rayon, and their instigators; 

. . . a guarantee that the erection of artistic crosses and wayside 
shrines will not be hindered in our cemeteries, yards, along road
sides without impairing visibility in traffic, such as various artistic 
roof-shrines. 

Kapčiamiestis Signed by 233 believers 
Šlavantai Signed by 281 believers 

October 24, 1982 

IN THE SOVIET SCHOOL 

Pašušvys (Radviliškis R a y o n ) 
On July 12, 1982, in the bus station, Chairwoman (Mrs.) Bronė 

Stulgienė of the Pašušvys District, and Teachers (Mrs.) Ona Liu-
binienė and (Mrs.) Roma Siurnienė, stopped the following 
children coming from church: Bronius and Česlovas Matulaitis, 
(Miss) Lina Bitytė, Valdis Molis and others, and started to list 
their names. 

The next day, the priest serving the church of Pašušvys, Father 
Juozas Vaicekauskas, inquired at the District why children preparing 
for first confession were intimidated and persecuted. District 
Chairwoman Stulgienė stated that the teaching of religion to 
groups of children was forbidden, and she had been taking down the 
children's names at the direction of Vice Chairman Alfredas 
Krikštams of the Executive Committee. 

Telšiai 
On August 18, 1982, Telšiai Middle School IV eleventh-grader 

(Miss) Danutė Adomaitytė was summoned to Telšiai Security Head
quarters for questioning. The chekist was most worried whether 
the girl summoned was preparing to enter the convent and whether 
the landladies of the apartment she was renting were not 
religious women. The chekist advised her that rather than religion 
and church-going, it was better to enjoy the pleasures of life. 

"If you do not change your way of life, we will meet during 
the school year," the security agent threatened. 

Telšiai 
On September 2, 1982, tenth-grader (Miss) Saulė Gaižauskaitė 
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of Telšiai Middle School VI was summoned to the Vice Principal's 
office. In the office, the girl found a chekist waiting for her. He tried 
to talk her out of going to church or participating in adoration 
groups. The security man was especially angry for her participa
tion in the religious festival at Žemaičių Kalvarija. 

"You are a minor. Soviet law forbids minors from participating 
in processions. Since you have broken the law, you are a criminal. 
If you do not stop, we will take you from your parents and bring you 
up in a colony," the chekist threatened. 

The chekist considers one of Saulė Gaižauskaitė's greatest 
crimes to be her participation in the church choir. 

Rokiškis 
On September 20, 1982, Teacher (Mrs.) Milda Dilienė of the 

Edvardas Tičkus Middle School profanely scolded and ridiculed the 
pupils of grade 6C: Gediminas Mainelis, (Miss) Aida Čerputė, 
(Miss) Elvyra Gagiškytė, (Miss) Gita Tervydytė and (Miss) Rasa 
Kačiušytė. The teacher tried to find out to whom pupils reported 
similar talks which had occurred earlier, so that even Vatican Radio 
found out about them. Teacher Dilienė threatened to turn in to the 
KGB the parents of the children mentioned above. Pupil (Miss) Jo
lanta Šmatavičiūtė was strictly ordered by Teacher Dilienė to go to 
church Sundays, and to turn in to her a list of all children 
participating in the services. In the teacher's opinion, atheism 
needs spies: the atheists must know all who go to church. 

"I cannot betray my friends, and I will never be a traitor," 
retorted Jolanta Šmatavičiūtė to Teacher Dilienė. 

Pakiršinys (Radviliškis R a y o n ) 
On September 23, 1982, Teacher (Mrs.) Ona Adomaitienė of 

Pakiršinys Elementary School asked third grade pupils during 
class what pollutes and infects the skin. The teacher explained that 
the greatest source of skin infection is holy water in the churches. 
When Teacher Adomaitienė ordered that pupils who go to church 
stand up, the whole class rose. Having entered in her notebook the 
names of several pupils who admitted that they had gone to first 
confession and First Communion this year, and had received the 
Sacrament of Confirmation, Ona Adomaitienė stated ominously, 
"If I find you going to church, I don't know what I'll do to you!" 
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IN T H E SOVIET R E P U B L I C S 

Riga (Latvia) 
On April 4, 1982, Palm Sunday evening, Father Valfreds Vinbergs 

was attacked and severely beaten by an unindentified man at the 
churchyard fence. The priest had to be admitted to the hospital for 
surgery on a ruptured spleen. Father Vinbergs is not telling the 
faithful who attacked him, and perhaps he himself does not know; 
however, parishioners do not doubt that it was the work of the KGB, 
since they have more than once noticed chekists following their 
pastor. One witness affirms that he once saw two chekists on the 
street force Father Vinbergs into a car, and take him away. 

The faithful are seriously worried that Father Vinbergs could be 
murdered by the chekists. 

Byelorussia. Armoniškės (Varanavo R a y o n ) . 
The church in Armoniškės is officially considered by the govern

ment to be nonfunctioning and closed but the people gather there 
every Sunday for community prayer. Rayon Security Police and 
Executive Committee Vice Chairman Kuzmičius constantly intimi
date and threaten the faithful of Armoniškės. On Sundays, Executive 
Committee Vice Chairman Kuzmičius, accosting the last little old 
lady coming out of church began to shout: 

"Do you have the keys? Turn them over, and don't let me see you 
here any more!" 

During Lent of 1982, the faithful of Armoniškės were reciting the 
rosary together at the home of Vladislovas Griška. Bursting in to the 
room, Kuzmičius and the local district authorities dispersed the 
people who had been gathered, cursing them. The householder, 
Vladislovas Girška, was fined 50 rubles for allowing someone to pray 
in his home. 

Dūdos (įvija R a y o n ) 
The church of Dūdos was converted into a granery in 1981. 

The people organized a break-in, emptied the grain out into the yard, 
and clearing out the interior, began to use the building for worship. 
When the militia arrived, the rayon and local authorities tried in 
every way to disperse the faithful who had gathered: they tried to 
frighten them, threatening them with jail . . . people would not leave 
the church for several days. With the faithful actively defending their 
house of prayer, the local authorities were forced to find a warehouse 
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for the grain. To date, the faithful of the parish of Dudos pray in 
church, prepared to defend themselves courageously from new at
tacks by security and the government. 

Trakeliai (Varanavo R a y o n ) 
The church of Trakeliai is 12 km. from Varanavo. It is a pretty 

and pleasant church, whose main altar is adornedwith a miraculous 
picture of Mary. During a fire, the altar was destroyed, but the 
picture of Mary survived, with only a right corner of the picture 
being burned where an image of Saint Casimir is beautifully incorp
orated at the present time. 

In 1958, when the parish priest of Trakeliai went to Poland, the 
church continued to function officially until 1968. When the church 
was closed, the parishioners tried to preserve the keys, even though 
more than once they had to hide them from government officials. 

Up till 1980, the faithful of Trakeliai used to pray in the 
churchyard. The government had strictly forbidden them to enter the 
church. In 1980, B E F O R E All Souls' Day, the people gathered 
in organized fashion in the church and prayed. Soon, the rayon 
and local authorities showed up and after dispersing the people, 
locked the church. Scandalized at such action on the part of govern
ment officials, the people refused to go to work for a few days. Final
ly, the rayon government agreed to allow believers to pray in the 
church, but they would not give permission in writing. 

In 1982, during the Feast of the Visitation, even though there was 
no priest, several thousand people gathered at the church. 

Some time later, when the faithful began to cover the sacristy 
roof, the Rayon Prosecutor, Investigator and militia showed up, 
demanding that the church keys be turned over. The people 
refused. 

After a few days had gone by, Mykolas Tragys, a resident of 
Trakeliai, was summoned before the Executive Committee. Rayon 
officials asked him where he got the material for renovations, ac
cusing the faithful of breaking the law, since apparently without 
asking government permission, he had begun some remodelling. 
(Until 1980, the faithful of Trakeliai had beat a path not only to 
Minsk, but even to Moscow, asking that the parish be allowed to 
function officially, and that a priest be allowed to come; but, as usual, 
Moscow referred everything to the local government, which can only 
close down churches). 

Presently, up to 200 individuals assemble in the Trakeliai church 
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on Sundays; meanwhile, the priest is forbidden by law from coming 
to hold services in this church, as in other closed churches of 
Byelorussia. 

The Troubles of Catholic Lithuanians in Byelorussia 

When the pastor of the Gervėčiai parish, Father Stanislovas 
Chodykai, died in the summer of 1978, the parish committee began 
to write petitions and to send delegations to various levels of Soviet 
government to obtain a priest who knew the Lithuanian language, 
since the parish from the earliest times had been Lithuanian, and 
since the war, no one has taught the Polish language in school and 
the faithful do not understand it. There was no such priest in Byelo
russia; one had to be invited from Lithuania. The government 
representatives could not agree that the Lithuanians in Byelorussia 
could pray in Lithuanian. 

On January 25, 1979, in a letter to Chairman Leonid Brezhnev 
of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, the faithful 
wrote: " . . . we appealed to the Executive Committee of the 
Astravą Rayon, to the Deputy for Religious Affairs of the Region of 
Gardinas, to the Commissioner for Religious Affairs of the Bye
lorussian SSR, to the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the Byelo
russian SSR, and nine times, to the Commissioner for Religious 
Affairs attached to the USSR Council of Ministers. All of our peti
tions, no matter where we sent them, were referred back to the 
Gardinas Region, while the local organs of the government, antagon
istically disposed, do not plan to satisfy our request. . ." 

Even though this petition was signed by 2067 faithful, it did no 
good — the government of the "most democratic country in the 
world" paid no attention to the requests of the populace. Never
theless, the people did not give up hope — all of them wrote new 
petitions to Chairman Leonid Brezhnev of the Presidium of the 
Supreme Soviet of the USSR, April 10, 1979; April 25, 1979; 
August 23, 1979. 

After a long seris of requests, the Commissioner for Religious 
Affairs in the Region of Gardinas, A.J. Lyskov, asked that candidates 
from Lithuania be nominated for the deceased priest's post. 
The parish committee suggested: Father Mykolas Petravičius, Father 
Juozas Lunius or Father Bronius Laurinavičius, but the Soviet 
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government did not accept a single candidate from Lithuania, 
arguing that all of them were bad. 

Commissioner Lyskov for the Council for Religious Affairs in the 
Region of Gardinas, himself, without benefit of the Church hierar
chy, found a young priest who does not know Lithuanian, and ap
pointed him as pastor of the parish of Gervėčiai. The faithful 
complained, with reason, that it is very difficult for them because 
the pastor offers Mass only in Polish, and the people understand 
nothing, neither in the sermnons nor in confession. 

Father Bronius Laurinavičius well acquainted with the plight of 
the Gervėčiai parish, tried writing well-reasoned petitions to Chair
man Brezhnev of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR, 
but it did no good. The Lithuanian faithful of the parish of 
Gervėčiai have no way of winning the right to pray in their own 
language in which their parents and grandparents prayed. 

Ukraine 
Case No. 2-71, 1981. Excerpt from a Decree. 
In the name of the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, the 

Judicial College for Criminal Cases in the Region of Lvov, with P.O. 
Romaniuk chairing, and Peoples' Witnesses K.S. Zabaznov and V.J. 
Mikhailov participating, A.J. Bordun acting as Secretary, and Pro
secutor V.M. Dorošai participating, with Public Accusor J.M. Grigo-
ryev and Attorneys B.V. Sotenskov and M.V. Žolubak, on October 
28, 1981, in open circuit court in Lvov, tried a criminal case 
against: 

1. Vasily Mikhailovich Kavaciv, born 1934 in the Lvov Region, 
Strijsk Rayon, Village of Yablunivk, a Ukrainian, citizen of the 
USSR, non-Party member, with a special middle-level education, un 
married, never tried before, who worked as an orderly in the third 
hospital in the City of Lvov, residing at Lvov, Yanka Kupala 36-3, 
accused, according to Par. 138 lid, and Par. 209 Id of the Criminal 
Code of the Ukranian SSR. 

2. Roman Stepanovich Esip, born 1951 in the Region of Lvov, 
Pustomitivsk Rayon, Village of Vodena, a Ukrainian, citizen of the 
USSR, non-Party member with a special middle-level education, a 
draftee, unmarried, never tried before, at the time of the arrest, un
employed. Residing at Lvov, Yanka Kupala 36-3, accused, according 
to Par. 138 lid, and Par. 209 Id of the Criminal Code of the 
Ukrainian SSR. 

The Judicial college has decided: 
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The accused, V.M. Kavaciv and R.S. Esip, said that they were 
priests of the Greek Catholic Rite. 

Between 1974 and 1981, Kavaciv and Esip, undaunted by 
the government ban, organized forbidden religious activity among 
Ukrainian Catholics, conducting illegal services among Ukranian 
Catholics day and night, on work days and holidays in the 
villages of the Region of Lvov, in unregistered communities of 
believers, in cemeteries and apartments, as well as in Orthodox 
churches registered with the state, without checking with the Ortho
dox community. 

The accused Kavaciv and Esip not only organized and con
ducted services, they also taught minors religion and, making use 
of confession, used to tell believers to repeat various prayers many 
times as penance, to learn them by rote. 

Besides, the accused Kovaciv and Esip, using confession, did 
damage to minors by requiring them as penance to fast (to 
abstain from meat). During Lent they forbade children to go to the 
club, watch television or to go to films. 

The accused Kavaciv and Esip admitted partial guilt on the basis 
of Par. 138 II d, conceding that they are priests, and said that as 
priests they must minister to the faithful; so that they do not feel 
guilty for conducting services and hearing confessions. They 
pleaded innocent of infractions against Par. 209 Id; the charge of 
corrupting minors through confession they considered a calumny; 
and abstinence from meat is actually recommended by doctors. 

The judicial college found: 
Vasily Mikhailovich Kavaciv and Roman Stepanovich Esip guilty 

according to the Ukrainian SSR Criminal Code, Par. 138 l id and Par 
209 Id, and sentenced them to five years deprivation of freedom and 
three years exile with confiscation of all property, the sentence to 
be carried out in a general regime work colony. 

Religious articles and literature to be turned over to the Lvov 
Historical Museum of Religion and Atheism. 

Valuable articles unsuitable as museum exhibits (a radio, tape 
recorders, etc.) to be confiscated for the good of the state. 

Insignificant articles of no value to the museum or use to the 
state, to be destroyed. 

Signed by the Judicial College 

Although the trial was public, only a few of the faithful got in, 
even though there were still some places available. Most of those 
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participating in the trial were workers summoned by force from 
factories, technical schools and offices. Even so, some of them were 
sympathetic to those on trial. 

The presiding judge constantly intimidated the faithful who had 
gathered, ridiculed them, checked their documents and photo
graphed them. 

Most of the witnesses who were minors recanted statements 
made during the preliminary investigation, on the grounds that they 
had not read the report and that the investigator could have doctored 
it. This was confirmed by the teacher. She participated in the 
preliminary investigation and testified in court that the pupil 
Babus had said none of the things which were written by the invest
igator in his report. 

Minors at the trial were threatened that such conduct on their 
part — recanting the statements made during preliminary investiga
tions — could have an influence on the evaluation of their conduct 
and their distant future. Moreover, during the trial, the judge in
timidated the children, demanding that they tell him what the 
priest had taught them during confessions and what penance he 
had assigned. 

The statement of the court that abstinence from meat injures 
health is absurd. Why then in public restaurants is meat on the 
menu twice a week? 

The priests were accused of forbidding children to go to see 
films or to watch television, but this was not confirmed by a 
single witness. Nor could the activities of the sentenced priests 
Kavaciv and Esip be considered criminal because they did not have 
registration cards. They themselves did not refuse to be registered, 
but the state would not register them, even though believers gathered 
signatures and asked them to register the house of prayer and to 
give the priests certification. 

There are many Greek Catholic priests in Ukraine. They want 
and are fully entitled to have their own Greek Rite churches and 
priests. 

There are many similar examples of how Ukrainian Greek 
Catholics are persecuted. 

Children attending church are ridiculed, threatened with bad 
conduct marks and exclusion from higher education and from jobs. 

The atheists think that the Greek Catholic Rite Church in 
Ukraine has already been liquidated. They are mistaken. The Greek 
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Catholic Church in Ukraine is alive, in spite of persecution of be
lievers and the terrorizing of priests. 

THANKS! 
We are grateful to the Representative of the Republic of Lithua

nia to the Holy See, Mr. Stasys Lozoraitis, Jr., and Voice of 
America Staff Member Romas Sakadolskis for their interview of 
October 9, 10, 1982. 

We would request that similar interviews be prepared often, on 
various questions touching the Church and our country. 

LITHUANIAN, DO NOT FORGET! 

Sergei Kovalev 
Antanas Terleckas 
Anastazas Janulis 
Vytautas Skuodis 
Petras Paulaitis 
Mečislovas Jurevičius 
Gintautas Iešmantas 
Julius Sasnauskas 
Balys Gajauskas 
Viktoras Petkus 
Vytautas Vaičiūnas 
Povilas Pečeliūnas 
Algirdas Statkevičius 

and others 
bear the shackels of oppression in order that you might live and 
believe in freedom! 
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Ikamas, Father 

Gaudentas, 12 
Ilskis, Father Jonas, 7 
Imbras, Father Antanas, 10 
Indriūnas, Father 

Juozapas, 11 
Inkratas, Father 

Vincentas, 12 
Insoda, Father 

Vytautas, 9 
Iščenskaitė, Viktorija, 30 
Ivanauskas, Father 

Antanas, 7 
Ivanovskis, Father Tadas, 12 
Jakaitis, Father Kleopas, 10 
Jakutis, Father 

Aleksandras, 7 
Jakaitis, Father Juozas, 9 
Jakubauskas, Father 

Leonas, 11 
Jalinskas, Father Vincas, 9 
Janauskienė, Eugenija, 55 
Jančiauskas, Father 
Povilas, 9 
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Jančys, Father Alfonsas, 12 
Jankauskas, 54, 55 
Jankauskas, A., 37 
Jankauskas, Father 

Juozapas, 7 
Jankevičius, Father 

Povilas, 12 
Janulis, Anastazas, 39, 

42, 66 
Janulis, Father 

Juozas, 12, 18 
Jarušauskas, Father 

Boleslavas, 9 
Jasas, Father Petras, 7 
Jasinevičius, 

Father Jonas, 7 
Jasiūnas, Father 

Vytautas, 13 
Jasminas, Father 

Leonardas, 11 
Jasonis, Antanas, 20 
Jatulis, Father Jonas, 13 
Jaudegis, Father Albinas, 9 
Jokūbauskas, Father 

Antanas, 11 
Jokūbauskas, Father 

Eugenijus, 10 
Juciūtė, (Miss) R., 25-28 
Juknevičius, Father 

Krizantas, 11 
Juodelis, Father Antanas, 11 
Juodelis, Father Jonas, 13 
Juozėnas, 21-24,48 
Juozėnas, Father 

Povilas, 13 
Jurašius, V., 50 
Jurevičius, Liudas, 20 
Jurevičius, Mečislovas, 

29, 66 
Jurgaitis, Father 

Antanas, 7 
Jurgaitis, Father Jonas, 13 
Jurgutis, Father Antanas, 11 
Juška, Father Antanas, 13 
Juškaitis, Father Juozas, 9 
Juškevičius, Father 

Kazimieras, 9 
Juškys, Father Izidorius, 7 
Juškys, Father Vladislovas, 7 

Kačiušytė, Rasa, 59 
Kadys, Father Stanislovas, 

10 
Kadys, Father Vytautas, 7 
Kadžius, Father 

Alfonsas, 13 
Kairys, Antanas, 54-56 
Kairys, Father 

Antanas, 13 
Kaknevičius, Father 

Juozapas, 11 
Kalanta, Romas, 29 
Kalinauskas, Father 

Leonas, 10 
Kapočius, Father 

Vytautas, 13 
Kasiukevičius, Jonas, 20 
Katinas, Father Jonas, 11 
Kauneckas, Father Jonas, 

7, 18, 44, 45, 48 
Kaušas, Rolandas, 20 
Kavaciv, Vasily, 63-65 
Kavaiiukas, V., 50 
Kavaliūnas, Father 

Leonardas, 9 
Kazlauskas, Father 

Antanas, 10 
Kazlauskas, Father 

Jonas, 11 
Kerpauskas, Father 

Anicetas, 7 

Keršulis, Father 
Lionginis, 13 

Kiela, Father Antanas, 7 
Kiela, Father Petras, 13 
Kietis, Father Antanas, 13 
Kisielius, Father Anicetas, 

13 
Kiškis-Zajančauskas, 

Vilius, 20 
Klebonas, Father 
Vincentas, 7 
Klezys, Father Povilas, 13 
Klimavičius, Father 

Alfonsas, 8 
Kovai e v, Sergei, 66 
Krasauskas, Father 

Petras, 13 

Krazauskas, Father 
Petras, 9 

Kremenskas, Father 
Petras, 13 

Krempovski, N., 25 
Krikščiūnas, Bishop 

Romualdas, 2 
Krikščiūnas, Father 

Juozas, 9 
Krikštanis, Alfredas, 58 
Kringelis, E., 50 
Krumpliauskas, Father 

Stanislovas, 13, 18 
Kučinskas, 29 
Kubilius, Father Jonas, 9 
Kudirka, Father 

Kazimieras, 9 
Kunevičius, Father 

Lionginas, 9 
Kupstaitis, Father 

J u o z a s , 9 
Kuraitė, Ruta, 30 
Kurmauskas, Father 

Stanislovas, 11 
Kuroyedov, V.A., 56 
Kurtinaitis, Vytautas, 20 
Kusas, Father Jonas, 8 
Kusas, Jonas, 20 
Kuzmičius, 60 
Kuzmickis, FatherPetras, 13 
Labakojis, Father 

Jonas, 13 
Labukas-Matulaitis, 

Bishop Juozas, 2 
Lapė, Father Alfonsas, 11 
Lapinskas, Father 

Jonas, 13 
Lapinskas, Father 

Kazimieras, 11 
Lapinskas, Z., 50 
Latakas, Father 

Bronislovas, 8 
Laurinavičius, Father 

Bronius, 28, 62-63 
Lazdauskaitė, Ona, 53 
Leika, 45 
Lenin, 57 
Lešinskas, Father 

Leonas, 9 
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Letukas, 51 
Lideikis, Father 

Aloyzas, 8 
Liesis, Father, Antanas, 13 
Ligeika, Father Antanas, 11 
Lipert, 29 
Liubinienė, Ona, 58 
Liubonas, Father 

Petras, 11 
Liubšys, Father 

Antanas, 9 
Liukas, Father Rapolas, 11 
Liutkevičius, Father 

Juozapas, 8 
Liutvinas, Father 

Pranas, 9 
Lozoraitis, Stasys, Jr., 66 
Lukoševičius, Father 

Alfonsas, 8, 18 
Lukšas, Father Juozas, 13 
Lukšas, Father Leonas, 13 
Lunius, Father Juozas, 62 
Luzgauskas, Father 

Vladas, 1 
Lyskov, A.J., 62, 63 
Maceina, 29 
Macelis, Father 

Kazimieras, 8 
Macevičius, Father 

Romualdas, 11 
Maciūta, Father Petras, 11 
Maikelytė, Daiva, 30 
Mainelis, Gediminas, 59 
Markov, V., 28 
Maksvytis, Father 

Jonas, 9, 17 
Malinauskas, Father 

Jonas, 9 
Markaitis, Father 

Aleksandras, 11 
Markevičius, Father 

Petras, 13 
Marozas, Father 

Vytautas, 13 
Martinkus, Father 

Petras, 11 
Masys, Father 

Aleksandras, 13 
Masys, Father Vytautas, 13 

Matulaitis, Bronius 58 
Matulaitis, Česlovas, 58 
Matulaitis, Father 

Juozas, 9 
Matulaitis, Father 

Pranciškus, 10 
Matulevičius, Father 
Juozas, 12 
Matulionis, Bishop 

Teofilius, 1, 2, 27 
Matulionis, Father 

Jonas, 10 
Matusevičius, 

Father Bronius, 11 
Maželis, Bishop Petras, 2 
Maželis, Father Juozapas, 8 
Meilus, Father Petras, 11 
Melkūnas, Father 

Vytautas, 11 
Merkys, Father Juozas, 13 
Merliūnas, Father Petras, 8 
Mickutė, (Miss), 54 
Mieldažys, Father 

Antanas, 9 
Mieldažys, Father 

Juozas, 9 
Mikalajūnas, Father 

Stasys, 9 
Mikhailov, V.J., 63 
Miklovas, Father 

Juozapas, 8 
Mikulėnas, Father 

Antanas , 13 
Mikutevičius, Father 

Ričardas, 11 
Mikutis, Father Petras, 10 
Milašius, Father 

Antanas, 11 
Minkutevičius, Father 

Vytautas, 8 
Miškinis, Father 

Algirdas, 13 
Miškinis, Father 

Julijonas, 8 
Miškinis, Father 

Povilas, 13 
Mitkus, Father Petras, 8 
Metrikis, Father 

Antanas, 13 

Mizaras, Father 
Romualdas, 10 

Močius, Father 
Algirdas, 11 

Mockevičius, Danielius, 
54-56 

Mockevičius, 
Zigmas, 54-56 

Molis, Valdis, 58 
Montvila, Father 

Kazimieras, 9 
Motekaitis, Father 

Vytautas, 8 
Mozūras, Father 

Kazimieras, 12 
Nagulevičius, Father 

Jonas, 12 
Naikelienė, (Mrs.), 31 
Naikelius, 30 
(Naikeliūtė), Daiva, 30, 31 
Narušis, Father 

Algirdas, 12 
Naujokaitis, Father 

Viktoras, 9 
Nausėda, 29 
Nemeikšis, Father 

Bronius, 10 
Neniškis, Father 

Lionginas, 12 
Norgėla, R. 27 
Norgilas, L., 37 
Nykštas, Father 

Petras, 12 
Olšauskas, Father 

Juozapas, 8 
Orantas, Father 

Aloyzas, 8 
Pačinskas, Father 

Juozapas, 8 
Pakalniškis, Father 

Jonas, 8 
Pakalnutė, 29 
Pakaminis, Father 

Algirdas, 8 
Paleckienė, Genė, 36 
Paliukaitis, Father 

Jonas, 9 
Paliukas, Father 

Jonas, 8, 51-52 
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Palšis, Father 
Petras, 8 

Paltanavičius, Father 
Albinas, 12 

Paltanavičius, Father 
Bronius, 9 

Paltarokas, Bishop 
Kazimieras, 2 

Pangonis, Father 
Antanas, 9 

Pasiliauskas, Father 
Juozas, 9 

Paulaitis, Petras, 66 
Paulauskas, Father 

Jonas, 8 
Pavilonis, Father, 8 
Pečeliūnas, Povilas, 66 
Pečiukonis, Father Jonas, 9 
Pelešynas, Father 

Steponas, 12 
Perminąs, Father 

Albertas, 11 
Pesliakas, Father 

Vytautas, Kazimieras, 10 
Petkevičius, Jadvyga, 33 
Petkevičius, Father 

Vladas, 11 
(Petkienė), Natalija, 41 
Petkūnas, Algimantas, 20 
Petkus, Viktoras, 41, 42, 66 
Petraitis, 

Father Alfonsas, 11 
Petraitis, Father 

Petras, 10 
Petrauskas, Father 

Antanas, 12 
Petrauskas, Father 

Jonas, 8 
Petravičius, Father 

Mykolas, 62 
Petrikas, Father 

Konstantinas, 8 
Petrikas, Jeronimas, 20 
Petronaitis, Father 

Antanas, 8 
Petruševičius, Father 

Vincas, 9 
Petruševičiūtė, (Miss), 30 
Piešinas, S., 29 

Pilipaitis, Father 
Juozas, 9 

Pilka, Father 
Steponas, 10 

Pipiras, Father Albinas, 12 
Plioraitis, Father 

Ignas, 9, 50 
Počiulpis, Father 

Aleksandras, 10 
Polikaitis, Father 

Vaclovas, 10 
Pope John Paul II, 17 
Poška, Father Tadas, 8, 18 
Povilaitis, Father Jonas, 10 
Povilanskis, Father 

Boleslovas, 11 
Povilonis, Bishop 

Liudvikas, 2, 19, 29, 35 
Požėla, Father Vladas, 10 
Pranckūnas, Father 

Povilas, 11 
Pranevičius, Father 

Jonas, 12, 18 
Prankelis, Father 

Leopoldas, 12 
Pranskietis, Father 

Augustinas, 12 
Pranskietis, Father 

Vincas, 11 
Pratkelis, Msgr. 

Leopoldas, 18 
Preibys, 55 
Preikšas, Father 

Juozapas, 9 
Prialgauskas, Father 

Kazimieras, 8 
Pridotkas, Father 

Alfonsas, 8 
Projara, Vytautas, 20 
Pudžemys, Father 

Adolfas, 8, 18 
Puidokas, Father 

Klemensas, 8 
Puidokas, Father 

Stanislovas. 34 
Pukenis, Father 

Robertas, 12 
Puriuškis, Father 

Izidorius, 12 

Putramentas, Antanas, 20 
Puzeras, FatherPetras, 8,18 
Račaitis, Father Jonas, 10 
Racevičius, Father 

Bronislovas, 8 
Račiūnas, Father 

Pranas, 9 
Račkauskas, Father 

Antanas, 9 
Račkauskas, Father 

Stasys, 9 
Račyla, Antanas, 29, 30 
Radavičius, Father 

Boleslovas, 11 
Radveikis, Father 

Vladas, 8 
Radzevičius, Father 

Juozas, 10 
Radzevičius, Father 

Vaclovas, 9 
Radzevičius, Father 

Vytautas, 10 
Rakauskas, Father 

Jonas, 11 
Ramanauskas, Bishop 

Pranas, 1, 2 
Ramanauskas, Father 

Aleksandras, 11 
Ramanauskas, Father 

Vaclovas, 10 
Rameikis, Father 

Antanas, 12 
Raščius, Father 

Pranciškus, 12 
Raudonikis, Father 

Jonas, 10 
Rauduvė, Father Petras, 12 
Razmantas, Father 

Juozapas, 10 
Reinys, Archbishop 

Mečislovas, 1, 2 
Ričkus, Father Antanas, 8 
Ridzykas, Edvardas, 20 
Rimas, Father Andriejus, 10 
Rimkus, Father 

Kazimieras, 8 
Rimša, Father Jonas, 12 
Rinkevičius, Father 

Edmundas, 12 
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Romaniuk, P.O., 63 
Ručinskas, Romualdas, 20 
Ridzikas, Father Jonas, 8 
Rulevičienė, Nijolė, 25 
Rumšas, Robertas, 20 
Rusinąs, Father Jonas, 10 
Ružė, Father Pranciškus, 8 
Sabaliauskas, Father 

Pranciškus, 12 
Sadauskas, Father 

Alfonsas, 10 
Sadauskas, Jonas, 20 
(Sadūnaitė), Marija, 26 
Sadūnaitė, Nijolė, 25-27 
Sadūnas, Jonas, 25-28 
Sadūnienė, Marytė, 25, 26 
Sakadolskis, Romas, 66 
Sakalauskas, Father 

Gracijus, 10 
Šalčius, Father 

Juozas, 10 
Samuolis, Father 

Salemonas, 10 
Šapoka, Father Leonas, 

55, 56 
Šapokas, 29 
Saprigonas, Father 

Raimondas, 12 
Sasnauskas, Julius, 66 
Šatkus, Father 

Pranciškus, 8 
Šaučiūnas, Father 

Ignas, 13 
Šauklys, Father 

Viktoras, 11 
Ščepavičius, Father 

Pranas, 10 
Semaška, Father 

Liudas, 11 
Semaška, Father 

Vladas, 11 
Semėnas, 55 
Seniutis, Antanas, 20 
Senkus, Father 

Vincentas, 8, 18 
Senulis, Father Petras, 12 
Šepetys, L., 4 
Serapinas, Father 

Liudvikas, 8 

Šeškevičius, Father 
Antanas, 8, 18, 51-52 

Šikšnys, Father 
Valentinas, 8 

Šileikis, Juozas, 33 
Simaška, Father 

Eduardas, 11 
Šimkus, Antanas, 20 
Simsonas, Father 

Bronius, 12 
Sirūnas, Father 

Kazimieras, 10 
Širvaitis, Father 

Juozapas, 8 
Sitka, Father Petras, 10 
Siurnienė, Roma, 58 
Šiurys, Father 

Juozapas, 8 
Skiparis, Father 

Vytautas, 8, 45 
Skirmontas, Father 

Domininkas, 8 
Skučas, Father 

Gintautas, 10 
Skuodis, Vytautas, 42, 66 

Sladkevičius, Bishop 
2, 12, 46 

Šlapelis, Father 
Bronius, 13 

Slavinskas, Father 
Antanas, 11 

Slepkov, 30 
Šlevas, Father Vladas, 8 
Šliauteris, Father 

Povilas, 13 
Šmatavičiūtė, Jolanta, 59 
Smolkin, Valerijus, 28 
Sotenskov, B.V., 63 
Sriubas, Father 

Juozapas, 11 
S takaus k as, 54 
Stakėnas, Father 

Vaclovas, 10 
Stalin, 2 
Stankevičius, Father 

Jonas, 10 
Stankevičius, Father 
Vincentas, 12 

Stasiutis, Father 
Boleslovas, 10 

Staškevičius, 54 
Statkevičius, 

Algirdas, 66 
Statkevičius, Father 

Kazimieras, 11 
Steponaitis, Father 

Gintautas, 10 
Steponavičius, Bishop 

Julijonas, 2, 6, 10, 35, 
46, 48, 49 

Stonys, Father Mykolas, 12 
Strazdas, Father Bronius, 12 
Strelčiūnas, Father 

Alfonsas, 12 
Stribys, Father 

Vaclovas, 8 
Striukas, Father Antanas, 8 

Stukas, Father Petras, 8 
Stulgienė, Bronė, 58 
Šukevičius, Father 

Antanas, 11 
Sukus, Father 

Gediminas, 13 
Sukus, Father Juozapas, 8 
Šulcas, Father Henrikas, 8 
Šulskis, Father 

Pranciškus, 10 

Šumskis, Father 
Juozas, 13, 18 

Sungaila, Father 
Aloyzas, 13 

Survila, Father Jonas, 10 

Sutkaitis, Antanas, 30 
Švambrys, Father 

Tomas, 8 
Svardinskas, Father 

Leonardas, 12 
Svarinskas, Father 

Alfonsas, 11, 35, 44, 
45, 48, 50, 51 

Sventickas, Father 
Jurgis, 10 

Svirskis, Father 
Paulius, 13 

Talačka, Father 
Albertas, 13 
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Talaisis, Father 
Bernardas, 8 

Tamašauskas, Father 
Julius, 8 

Tamkevičius, Father 
Sigitas, 10, 17, 45, 46, 
47, 48 

Tamonis, Father Jonas, 10 
Tamošauskas, Father 

Leonardas, 13 
Tamoševičius, Father 

Vaclovas, 10 
Tamošiūnas, Valdas, 30 
Tamulionis, Father 

Pranciškus, 13 
Tamulionis, Father 

Stanislovas, 13 
Tarulis, Father Petras, 13 
Tavoraitis, Father 

Petras, 11 
Terleckas, Antanas, 66 
Tervydytė, Gita, 59 
Tėvelis, Father Vytautas, 10 
Tijušas, Father Petras, 13 
Tragys, Mykolas, 61 
Tutkus, Algimantas, 20 
Tvarijonas, Father 

Vytautas, 13 
Ulbienė, (Mrs.) R., 31 
Untulienė, Neonila, 25 
Uogintas, Father 

Jonas, 13 
Urbonas, 31 
Urbonas, Father 

Benediktas, 13 
Urbonas, Father Vitas, 10 
Uždavinys, Father 

Sigitas, 13 
Užkuraitis, Father 

Vytautas, 10 
Užusienis, Father 

Jurgis, 10 
Vaicekauskas, Father 

Juozapas, 10, 58 

Vaičeliūnas, Father 
Juozapas, 11 

Vaičiulionis, Father 
Lionginas, 10 

Vaičiūnas, Father Jonas, 13 
Vaičiūnas, Vytautas, 40, 41, 

66 
Vaičius, Bishop 

Antanas, 2, 35 
Vairą, Father Boleslovas, 11 

Vaitasius, 35, 38, 51 
Vaitelis, Father 

Stanislovas, 8 
Valaitis, Father 

Feliksas, 8 
Valančiūnas, Father 

Antanas, 13 
Valantinas, Father, 

Antanas, 13 
Valavičius, Father 

Vladas, 10 

Valskis, Aloyzas, 21 

Vanagas, Father Alfredas, 10 

Varkela, Father Jonas, 10 

Varnas, Father Juozas, 13 

Varvulis, Father 
Juozapas, 11 

Varžinskas, Father 
Povilas, 13 

Vaškevičius, Father 
Antanas, 13 

Vaškevičius, Father 
Juozas, 13 

Vėlavičius, Father 
Vincentas, 8,18, 44, 48 

Velioniškis, Father 
Konstantinas, 8, 51-52 

Venckus, Father Petras, 8 
Venckus, Father 

Pranciškus, 8 
Veselka, Father Žygintas, 11 
Vičiulis, Father 

Jonas, 8 

Vilutis, Father Kęstutis, 11 
Vimerytė, Aurelija, 30 
Vinbergs, Valfreds, 60 
Vitkus, Father 

Antanas, 10 
Vosylius, Father 

Juozapas, 11 
Voveris, Father Jonas, 11 
Ylius, Father Antanas, 10 
Zabarauskas, 51 
Zabaznov, K.S., 63 
Zakrys, Father Vytautas, 13 
Žalienė, Angelė, 33 
Zdanavičius, Father 

Antanas, 8 
Zdebskis, Father Juozas, 10 
Zeidota, Father 

Edvardas, 11 
Želvys, Father 

Juozapas, 11 

Žemaitis, Father 
Jonas, 11 

Žemaitis, Msgr. 
Juozas, 10, 17 

Žilinskas, Father 
Bronius, 13 

Žilys, Father 
Ferdinandas, 8 

Žiugžda, Father Pijus, 11 
Žiūrinskas, V., 50 
Žolubak, M. V., 63 
Zubavičius, Father 

Stanislovas, 13 
Zubavičius, Valius, 20 
Žukas, Father 

Anupras, 8 
Žukas, Father 

Kazimieras, 8 
Zulonas, Father 

Antanas, 13 
Žulpa, Father 

Romualdas, 8 
Žvinys, Father 

Serafinas, 13 

Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania No. 55 
73 



INDEX OF PLACES 

Alkakalnis, 6 
Alytus, 5 
Ariogala, 34 
Armoniškės, 60 
Astravą, 62 
Baka, 40 
Betygala, 34 
Byelorussia, 32, 60, 62 
Dūdos, 60, 61 
Estonia, 32 
Gadunavą, 54 
Gagrėnai, 54 
Gardinas, 62, 63 
Gargždai, 43, 45 
Garliava, 28, 29, 30, 44 
Gervėčiai, 62, 63 
Girkalnis, 38 
Helsinki, 4, 57 
Hill of Crosses, 6, 46, 53 
įvija, 60 
Jurgaičiai, 6 
Kaišiadorys, 1, 2, 13 
Kalvarija, 5 
Kapčiamiestis, 50, 56, 58 
Kaunas, 1, 2, 5, 10, 16, 18, 

19,20,28,29,30,33,44 
Kazakhstan, 32 
Kelmė, 34 
Klaipėda, 2, 6, 34, 36, 38, 

43, 45, 46 
Kontaučiai, 54 
Kretinga, 43, 45, 53 
Kuldinga, 54 
Kybartai, 46, 47 
Latvia, 32, 54, 60 

Lauksoda, 45 
Lazdijai, 50, 56, 58 
Leningrad, 8 
Lieplaukė, 45 
Luokė, 56 
Lvov, 63, 64 
Maiden Hill, 6 
Mažeikiai, 54, 55 
Minsk, 61 
Molėtai, 50 
Mordovia, 27 
Moscow, 23, 57, 61 
Nevarėnai, 44 
Pakiršinys, 59 
Panevėžys, 2, 12, 18 
Pasruojė, 6 
Pašušvys, 58 
Pažėrai, 44 
Paveisininkai, 50 
Plungė, 51, 53, 54, 55 
Poland, 22, 33, 61, 63 
Pravieniškės, 28 
Prienai, 5 
Putomitivsk, 63 
Radviliškis, 58, 59 

Raseiniai, 33, 36,37, 38, 50, 
51 

Riga, 60 

Rokiškis, 59 
Rome, 2, 22 
Samogitia, 43 
Samogitian Calvary 

(Žemaičių Kalvarija), 
16, 32, 51 

Satka, 40 
Šiauliai, 6, 33, 46, 48 
Šilalė, 55 
Šiluva, cover, 3, 32, 38, 45 
Skranda, 54 
Šlavantai, 56, 58 
Strijsk, 63 
Tabariškiai, 44 
Tauragė, 31 

Telšiai, 1, 2, 6, 7, 16, 18, 
44, 45, 53,54, 58, 59 

Trakeliai, 61 
Tūbausiai, 45 
Tytuvėnai, 33, 34 
Ukraine, 63-66 
Varanavo, 60, 61 
Veiviržėnai, 43 
Viduklė, 34, 38, 44, 50-51 

Vilkaviškis, 12, 27, 29 
46, 48 

Vilnius, 1, 4, 6, 13, 14, 
18, 20, 21, 22, 25, 27, 
30, 38, 48, 49, 50 

Vladimir, 2 
Vodena, 63 
Yablunivk, 63 
Žagarė, 6 
Zarasai, 45 

Žemaičių Kalvarija, 31, 32, 
51-53, 54, 55, 59 

Žlivinai, 53-54 
Žvingai, 55 
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TO H E L P THE CHURCH IN COMMUNIST-OCCUPIED 
LITHUANIA OR TO OBTAIN FURTHER INFORMATION, 
S E N D YOUR TAX-EXEMPT DONATION, OR WRITE TO: 

Lithuanian Catholic Religious Aid, Inc. 
351 Highland Boulevard 
Brooklyn, NY 11207 
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