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C H R O N I C L E O F T H E C A T H O L I C C H U R C H 
IN LITHUANIA No. 58 

Introduction 

In 1940, when the Soviet Union occupied Lithuania by force, 
8 5 . 5 % of the country's more than 3 million inhabitants were Roman 
Catholic, 4 .5% Protestant, 7.3% Jewish, 2 .5% Orthodox and 0.2% 
of other persuasions. 

In the two archdioceses and four dioceses were: 708 churches, 
314 chapels, 73 monasteries, 85 convents, three archbishops, nine 
bishops, 1271 diocesan priests, 580 monks, of whom 168 were priests. 
Four seminaries had 470 students. There were 950 nuns. 

Nuns cared for 35 kindergartens, 10 orphanages, 25 homes for 
the aged, two hospitals, a youth center, and an institute for the 
deaf-mute. 

On June 15, 1940, the Red Army marched into Lithuania; the 
independent government was replaced by a puppet regime. 

On July 14-15, rigged elections were staged. On July 21, with 
the Red Army surrounding the assembly house, the new People's 
Diet "unanimously" declared Lithuania a Soviet Socialist Republic. 

On June 25, 1940, the Church was declared separate from the 
state, and the representative of the Holy See was expelled. 

Parish lands were confiscated, clergy salaries and pensions were 
cut oft, and their savings confiscated. Churches were deprived of 
support. Catholic printing plants were confiscated, and religious 
books destroyed. 

On June 28, 1940, the teaching of religion and recitation of 
prayers in schools was forbidden. T h e University's Department of 
Theology and Philosophy was abolished, and all private schools were 
nationalized. T h e seminaries at Vilkaviškis and Telšiai were closed, 
and the seminary at Kaunas was permitted to operate on a very 
limited scale. T h e clergy were spied upon constantly. 

On June 15, 1941, 34,260 Lithuanians were packed off in cattle-
cars to undisclosed points in the Soviet Union. After World War I I , 
the mass deportations resumed and continued until 1953. 

Vincentas Borisevičius, Bishop of Telšiai, was arrested on Feb
ruary 3, 1946, and condemned to death after a secret trial. Before 
year's end, his auxiliary, Bishop Pranas Ramanauskas, was also ar
rested and deported to Siberia. Bishop Teofilius Matulionis of Kai
šiadorys and Archbishop Mečislovas Reinys of Vilnius were deported 
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to a Siberian labor camp. Archbishop Reinys perished in prison at 
Vladimir, November 8, 1953. By 1947, Lithuania was left with a 
single bishop, Kazimieras Paltarokas, of Panevėžys. He died in 1958. 

In 1947, the last convents and monasteries were closed, their 
communities dispersed, and all monastic institutions were outlawed. 

After Stalin's death in 1953, there was a slight improvement 
in the religious situation. Bishops Matulionis and Ramanauskas were 
allowed to return to Lithuania, but not to minister to their 
dioceses or to communicate with the clergy or laity. 

Bishop Ramanauskas died in 1959, and Archbishop Matulionis 
in 1963. 

In 1955, two new bishops were appointed by Rome and con
secrated: Julijonas Steponavičius and Petras Maželis. Steponavičius 
has never been permitted to administer his diocese. 

Bishop Vincentas Sladkevičius, consecrated in 1957, was kept 
under severe government restrictions until 1982. In 1965, Monsignor 
Juozas Labukas-Matulaitis was consecrated in Rome to head the 
Archdiocese of Kaunas and the Diocese of Vilkaviškis. Two new 
bishops were consecrated in 1969: Bishop Romualdas Krikščiū
nas was appointed Apostolic Administrator of the Diocese of Pane
vėžys, and Bishop Liudvikas Povilonis was appointed auxiliary to 
Bishop Labukas, and succeeded him after his death in 1979. 

In 1982, Bishop Sladkevičius was permitted to return to his 
diocese as Apostolic Administrator of Kaišiadorys. Father Antanas 
Vaičius was named bishop and Apostolic Administrator of the Diocese 
of Telšiai and the Prelature of Klaipėda. 

Relaxation of pressure on religious believers soon revealed that 
the Lithuanian people were still deeply religious. It was decided in 
the mid-fifties to resume the attack. The principal means of attack 
would be unlimited moral pressure, since physical terror seemed 
only to strengthen and unify the faithful. 

In 1972, the Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania, 
clandestinely published in that country, began to reach the free world 
at irregular intervals. Primarily intended to keep Catholics in Lithu
ania informed of the situation of the Church there, these Lithuanian 
samizdat also serve as a constant appeal to the free world n o t 
to f o r g e t the plight of a people struggling against overwhelm
ing odds to defend their religious beliefs and to regain their 
basic human rights. 

Rev. Casimir Pugevičius 
Editor 
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Pass this on to someone else! 
If you can, make copies! 
Appearing since 1972 

This issue is dedicated to FATHER SIGITAS TAMKEVlČlUS, 
member of the Catholic Committee for the Defense of Believers' 
Rights, who by his life has demonstrated the most beautiful love 
for God and Country. 
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T H E T R I A L O F F A T H E R ALFONSAS SVARINSKAS 

On May 3, 1983, the Supreme Court of the L S S R took up the 
case of the Pastor of Viduklė, member of the Catholic Committee for 
the Defense of Believers ' Rights, Alfonsas Svarinskas. News of the 
trial quickly spread throughout Lithuania. Many doubted the report, 
since even his relatives knew nothing of the up-coming "public"trial. 

Nevertheless, upon arrival in Vilnius, May 3, the doubts were 
dissipated. The neighborhood of the Lenino prospektas was 
surrounded by militiamen and soldiers in militia uniforms, while 
access to the Supreme Court, across from the Library of the Repub
lic, was completely out of the question. Agents in uniform and 
mufti admitted into the courtroom only those with special invita
tions, while the friends and acquaintances of Father Alfonsas Sva
rinskas, who had gathered from all corners of Lithuania, were rudely 
chased by militiamen into Lenino prospektas at the Library of 
the Republic trolley bus stop. 

It was difficult even for relatives to get into the courtroom. 
At 9:00 AM, when (Mrs.) Janina Pupkienė the sister of Father 
Svarinskas, arrived at the courthouse, K G B agents tried to con
vince her that there was no reason to attend the trial. When she 
would not give up, they told her to come at 10:00 AM; and 
when she arrived at the appointed time, they told her that she was too 
late, and admitted her into the courtroom only after the lunch 
break. 

At 9:30 AM, the brother of the priest on trial, Vytautas 
Svarinskas, showed up at the courthouse with several priests; 
the latter were finally successful in obtaining permission for the 
brother to enter the courtroom. Vytautas Svarinskas said that on 
account of his advanced, age, he would get lost in town, and so he 
wished that his daughter would be allowed into the courtroom 
with him, but this request was categorically denied. 

The priests were unable to get into the courtroom; officials 
explained that there was no room, even though the courtroom was 
half empty — there were about sixty people, and two rows of benches 
had been pushed fogether. Father Sigitas Tamkevičius was told by 
the K G B , "You are being summoned as a witness; bring your sum
mons from Kybartai, and tomorrow you will be able to take 
part." 

Thus, except for a brother and sister, not a single priest or lay 
person was allowed in. Even before the trial began, on the street 
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Father Alfonsas Svarinskas 

leading to the courthouse, a round-up of people began. Agents 
tried to force Father Svarinskas' housekeeper, (Miss) Monika Gavė-
naitė, into a militia car; it seems she had expressed a desire to get 
into the courtroom. (Miss) Regina Teresiūtė, a resident of Kelmė, 
who tried to defend the housekeeper, was forced into a car by four 
militiamen, who said that they had been waiting for her a long time, 
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and took her to the Rayon of Lenin Militia Department, where 
they sentenced her to ten days for alleged hooliganism. 

T h e K G B questioned the detained priests: Father Juozapas Raz-
mantas, Pastor of Žalpiai; Assistant Pastor Jonas Matulionis of Ky
bartai, and the Pastor of Pilviškiai, Father Gvidonas Dovydaitis, 
in separate cars, and released them after ordering them to go home. 
They even escorted some of them to the bus station. 

About twelve o'clock, a little group of laity and priests, with 
flowers in their hands and no particular interference from anyone, 
approached the courthouse. Suddenly, a large group of militiamen 
surrounded them, and began to shove them into buses standing 
nearby. T h e windows of the Library of the Republic became 
crowded with faces of surprised spectators. (Later, an order was 
received not to allow readers near the windows.) 

Alvydas Vainoras, a resident of Klaipėda, slipped through the 
militia's fingers, and escaped; later he was recaptured and sentenced 
to ten days in jail. Those arrested were distributed among the various 
militia cars, and their documents were carefully checked. Those who 
had no internal passports, the militia took to the Rayon of 
Lenin Militia Department for identity checks. Along with the militia, 
K G B agents, "identified" and questioned them. 

Kaunas resident (Miss) Bernadeta Mališkaitė was taken from 
the bus and driven to the Rayon of Lenin Militia Department, 
where she was accused of hooliganism. Witnesses handpicked by 
the K G B stated falsely that she had tried to force her way into the 
courtroom, disobeyed militiamen, used profanity, etc. She was 
sentenced to ten days. 

T h e militia, having established the identities of the rest (about 
twenty individuals), seated them in the bus and, taking them to the 
Pirčiupis Forest, about 50 km away, released them. 

In the bus were: Father Jonas Matulionis, Father Jonas Kau-
neckas and Father Rokas Puzonas. Those arrested prayed the rosary 
out loud the whole way, finishing it on their knees in the woods. 
No sooner had they gone back out on the road, then they hailed a bus 
headed for Vilnius, and returned to the courthouse. Some of the 
agents joked that the believers had returned to Vilnius before they 
did. In the evening, after the people had dispersed from the Library 
of the Republic trolley bus stop, the benches were removed so that 
those coming to the trial would have no place to sit. 

On May 4, the roundup of people who had come for the trial of 
Father Alfonsas Svarinskas continued. T h e militia drove a group of 
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the faithful to the forest beyond Nemenčinė, and there, a few kilo
meters away, discharged them one by one (even the girls). Others 
they took to Šalčininkai, to Rūdininkai Forest, where they discharged 
them in the same way. 

That evening, the sister of Father Svarinskas, emerging from 
the courtroom, told those assembled about the progress of the trial. 
This displeased officials, and they began chasing and rounding up 
the assembled people. Putting them aboard three buses, they took 
them to the militia department, where they kept some of them up 
till 11:00 o'clock at night. Together with the faithful, the officials 
shoved into militia cars other residents of Vilnius who happened 
to be passing by at the time, and knew nothing about the trial. 

On May 5, in Vilnius, there was already wide-spread talk 
about the trials of Father Svarinskas. Even on the trolley buses, 
one could hear people saying, "What a powerful priest. Against 
him are assembled the greatest forces; in Vilnius, as in Poland, there 
is a military alert; they have no evidence against the priest, and 
that's why they're not letting people into the trial." 

That day, groups of militia and K G B walked along Lenino 
prospektas from early morning on. At 10:00 o'clock, the Library 
of the the Republic stop was cordoned off by militia, while 
trolley buses began passing up the stop. Officials detained all 
the people who had been in the bus shelter, and after keeping 
them a couple of hours in cars, took them to a place near Dubingiai 
about 50 km away. 

About 11:00 PM, the roundup began on Lenino prospektas 
itself: people who had stopped at the soda machines, ice cream and 
newsstands, etc. were rounded up and placed in automobiles. 

A little old lady, brought to the militia car, moaned, " F o r twelve 
years I have not been to Vilnius. Today I came, and they arrested 
me. Don't tell me we are forbidden to drive to Vilnius?" 

Others joked, "You are forbidden, grandma." 
O n e ministry staff m e m b e r said that he had to be at the 

Ministry by 12:00 o'clock, but the officials merely ridiculed him, 
and refused to respond to his requests to be released. Arrested along 
with the others was Father Svarinskas' nephew, while he was waiting 
on the Lenino prospektas for his mother to come out of court. 
Those arrested were taken to the yards nearby, and there, sorted 
out by K G B and mil i t ia , those who were caught for the first 
time were taken to a point near Dubingiai and there released. Among 
them was Father Svarinskas' nephew. (His mother looked for him un-
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til late at night, from one militia station to the next. In the Rayon 
of Lenin Militia Station, she went into the office of one official 
who was handing out sentences, and she was ejected by force.) 

P e o p l e caught a s e c o n d or third t ime were taken to the 
Rayon of Lenin Militia Department, questioned there, and later 
given a fine or ja i l term. F i n e d 50 rubles apiece were: Father 
Antanas Lukošaitis, Garliava resident Saulius Kelpšas, Kaunas resi
dent (Miss) Kleofa Budvytytė and others. Sentenced to ten days 
was Garliava resident Arūnas Rekašius. 

Fathers Rokas Puzonas, Algimantas Keina, Edmundas Paulio-
nis, Kazimieras Žemėnas, Gvidonas Dovydaitis, Jonas Vaitonis, 
Ignas Plioraitis, Jonas Kauneckas, Kęstutis Daknevičius and others 
were taken by officials to the Rayon of Lenin Militia Headquarters, 
where they were kept until 3:00 PM under interrogation and lec
turing by the chekists, and afterwards, were released. 

Some of the priests, just as soon as the militia would release 
them, would return to the people who, even though they had no place 
to go, stood in the street (Father Jonas Matulionis and F a t h e r 
Juozas Razmantas were arrested all of five times each.) 

On May 6, the same thing was repeated. T h e faithful who were in 
Lenino prospektas (even on the benches) were accused of speculation, 
falsely and loudly for publ ic appearances, by mil i t ia officials. 
T h e chekists placed them in their own automobilies and brought 
them to the mil i t ia department. S e n t e n c e d to five days were : 
Kapsukas resident (Miss) Janina Judikevičiūtė, Kaunas resident (Miss) 
T e r e s ė Mačiokaitė, and Vilnius resident (Miss) Roma Tamašaus
kaitė. 

From May 3 to 6, many priests from the hinterlands of Lithuania 
had arrived at the courthouse, and requested admission to the 
courtroom. Besides those mentioned above, the following priests 
came: Leonas Kalinauskas, Juozas Zdebskis, Kazimieras Žilys, Jonas 
Zubris, Jonas Lauriūnas, Valentinas Šikšnys, and others. 

Ranking rayon officials kept te lephoning Fathers Kęstutis 
Daknevičius, Algirdas Pakamanis, Julijonas Miškinis and others, 
demanding that between May 3 and 5 they remain at home because 
commissions were planning to come. Many active believers were also 
detained on trumped-up charges at work, to prevent them from going 
to the courthouse. 

Presiding over the trial was Assistant Chief Justice Ignotas of the 
L S S R Supreme Court, the prosecutor was Bakučionis, and the 
secretary was (Miss) Čaikauskaitė. 
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Father Svarinskas was accused of preaching sermons anti-
Soviet in content, of organizing the Catholic Committee for the 
Defense of Believers ' Rights, and writing, disseminating and send
ing its documents abroad. During the trial it was stated that there 
are about two hundred of his sermons recorded, of which eighteen 
are of an anti-Soviet nature. 

Considered anti-Soviet were all those sermons in which Father 
Svarinskas spoke about the burglarizing of churches, murder of 
priests, and desecration of the Blessed Sacrament in Pagramantis, 
Veiviržėnai and Viduklė. Also considered anti-Soviet were Father 
Svarinskas' appeal to keep Sunday holy and not to work that day, 
his invitation to pray for freedom of religion, and his organizing 
of such prayer at the Calvary of the Samogitians (Žemaičių Kalva
rija) and at Šiluva, (apparently, the K G B was quite displeased 
by crowds of people, led by the priest, circling the church on their 
knees.) 

Only one believer was invited to testify about Father Svarins
kas' sermons. All other persons testifying that the sermons of the 
priest on trial were anti-Soviet were agents of the K G B or other 
agencies. Allegedly they had all heard Father Svarinskas' sermons 
by accident, but they had tape recorders with them and had recorded 
the sermons. In other words, all of them had been prepared ahead 

Father Alfonsas Svarinskas preaching at the funeral of Father Virgilijus 
Jaugelis in 1980. 
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of time, and antagonistic toward Father Svarinskas. However, 
according to the norms of justice, prejudiced persons cannot be wit
nesses. The Supreme Court paid no attention at all to this. 

In the court room the same lying words of witnesses could be 
heard: "Accidentally, seeing a crowd of people in the churchyard and 
overcome with curiosity, we stopped to have a look at what was 
going on. We saw a priest delivering a sermon, and later found out 
that this was Father Alfonsas Svarinskas. We taped the sermon 
and replayed it at home. Afterwards, we sent the tape to certain 
agencies with the request that they discipline the preacher." 

All of the witnesses spoke very quietly, so that it was difficult 
for those in the courtroom to hear anything. During the trial neither 
the witnesses nor the prosecutor were able to present a single anti-
Soviet phrase from Father Svarinskas' sermons. Only the following 
expressions were considered anti-Soviet: " L e t us all struggle for the 
spiritual revival of Lithuania and " T h e hands and feet of the Church 
in Lithuania are bound." (Father Svarinskas was speaking about 
the fact that teaching religion was forbidden.) 

The only witness friendly to Father Alfonsas Svarinskas who was 
summoned was Father Sigitas Tamkevičius: 

"Essentially I cannot be a witness. It would be an insult for me, 
a priest, to be a witness against another priest. I can only be accused 
and sit in the prisoners' dock alongside Father Alfonsas Svarinskas. 
That would be an honor for me. Nevertheless, I am prepared to 
submit to the court valuable information about the person and 
activities of Father Svarinskas," said Father Tamkevičius. 

"Concerning the activities of Father Svarinskas, I can testify 
that he acted overtly. T h e activities of the Catholic Committee 
for the Defense of Believers ' Rights are fully compatible with the 
Constitution of the USSR, the Helsinki Final Act and the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. Moreover, it was good not only for the 
faithful, but also for the Soviet government, in sense that it received 
much information about the complaints of believers and breaches 
of the law. 

Who gave you the moral right to decide what are breaches of the 
law?" the Judge interrupted the witness. 

Father Tamkevičius replied that every human being has a mind 
and a conscience, enabling one to distinguish good from evil. "More
over," Father Tamkevičius continued, "the entire believing public 
approves of the Committee's activity, and almost all of the priests 
of Lithuania, and Bishop Vincentas Sladkevičius, signed on behalf of 
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Father Svarinskas. Thousands of the faithful (about 55,000 Ed. 
Note) appealed to the Soviet government, requesting that criminal 
proceedings against Father Svarinskas be dropped. T h e Catholic 
Committee for the Defense of Believers ' Rights has not been 
officially registered with the Soviet government." 

Prosecutor Bakučionis cut in, "You and Alfonsas Svarinskas were 
officially warned in the Office of the Attorney General of the L S S R . " 

"I do not think that was an official warning, since I did not 
receive it in writing," replied Father Tamkevičius. 

It is impossible to accuse Father Svarinskas of disseminating 
libel and gratuitous statements, since he has always spoken the 
truth everywhere, and only the truth, and if that truth bothers 
anyone, it is not Father Svarinskas' fault. Such a noble person 
could not commit a crime; to defend the rights of the faithful 
is not a crime. Father Tamkevičius refused to sign the tran
script of his testimony, arguing that Father Svarinskas' priest 
friends and the faithful were not being allowed into a public trial, 
and had to freeze in the street, 200 meters from the courthouse, while 
about twenty of them, arrested by militia on the street, were taken to 
Pirčiupis Forest.... "A decent man does not act so, even with a bad 
cat," said Father Tamkevičius. 

(This is a second-hand report of the testimony.) 
After the testimony of witnesses, written depositions of witnesses 

who did not appear, and Documents of the Catholic Committee for 
the Defense of Believers ' Rights were considered. T h e court con
sidered especially dangerous and libelous the complaint of the 
Catholic Committee for the Defense of Believers ' Rights to 
U N E S C O concerning the status of children in Lithuania, and Docu
ment No. 5, signed by 522 priests. "Father Alfonsas Svarinskas and his 
collaborators incited the priests to disobey Soviet law," it was stated 
during the trial. These documents were considered Father Svarins
kas' basic offense. 

T h e case against Father Svarinskas comprised seventeen volumes. 
One of the chekists mentioned to Father Tamkevičius that his case 
would make up twenty-five volumes. 

In the course of the trial, it became apparent that just about 
none of the Documents of the Catholic Committee for the Defense 
of Believers ' Rights had reached the addressees, but would end up 
in the KGB's safe to be added to his dossier. T h e court, taking up 
the documents, distorted the facts in the case. For example, 
Father Alfonsas Svarinskas was supposed to have participated in the 
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Charter members of the Catholic Committee for the Defense of Believers' 
Rights. From left: Fathers Vincas Vėlavičius, Alfonsas Svarinskas, Sigitas 
Tamkevičius, Juozas Zdebskis, Jonas Kauneckas. 

trial of the murderers of Father Leonas Šapoka, and in the documents, 
he had written that Soviet officials are not concerned with finding 
the culprits. But on this subject, it was the Catholic Committee 
for the Defense of Believers ' Rights, and not only Father Svarinskas, 
writing even before the discovery of the culprits. Hence, the declara
tions of the priests encouraged officials to make more thorough 
investigations. 

The "proofs" regarding Father Svarinskas' ties abroad were 
downright humorous. The court did not have a shred of evidence 
that Father Svarinskas had sent documents abroad. When, for instance, 
they mentioned customs' discovery of some documents in Father 
Valdemaras Cukuras' baggage, Father Cukuras did not tell from whom 
he had received the documents, nor could Father Cukuras' sister, 
who had been a witness, tell this. Hence, a certain A. Znemenskis 
was summoned to court and testified that he had seen Father 
Svarinskas handing over documents. 
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This was enough for the court to prove the guilt of Father Sva
rinskas. To Father Svarinskas' request for a confrontation with Father 
Cukuras, no one responded seriously. 

A few years earlier, during a raid on Father Svarinskas' 
apartment, photocopies of Velikanova's bulletin and of Kontinent 
were found. Similar photocopies were found in the possession of 
Father Gustavas Gudanavičius, and this was proof enough for the 
court that Father Svarinskas disseminated anti-Soviet publications. 

During preliminary investigation, it was established that Father 
Svarinskas, at the request of some young people, and having obtained 
the facts, had written a petition. From this, the court concluded, 
"Alfonsas Svarinskas usually fabricated documents himself, and ad
dressed them to himself." 

Incidentally, the preliminary investigation in general evoked 
certain mysteries for the court: During the trial, Father Svarinskas 
responded to some questions differently from the way he had during 
the preliminary investigation. When the judge asked why his answers 
then and now, did not match, Father Svarinskas explained that at 
times, on account of the unbearable heat in his cell, he had failed to 
grasp the reality of the situation, and had not known himself 
what he was saying. 

Prosecutor Bakučionis, in his speech, upheld the court's decision, 
demanding seven years of strict regime camp, and five years exile for 
Father Svarinskas, according to Par. 68. Id, of the L S S R Criminal 
Code. During the whole time, Father Svarinskas used to enter the 
courtroom smiling, upright, and courageous. In his defense speech, 
Father Svarinskas said, "Sunday is the Feast of the Discovery of the 
True Cross, and I will be on my way to Golgotha by that t ime." 

He explained to the court that during his entire activity, he 
fought only for obedience to the law, and he named a whole series of 
incidents from which it was obvious that the Church in Lithuania 
is trammeled, and that crude methods of force are used to fight her. 
T h e faithful turn to their priests, requesting to be defended from 
persecution — most often, the parents of school-children, according 
to Father Svarinskas. 

" T h e r e would be no Catholic Committee for the Defense of 
Believers ' Rights, if the faithful were not victims of discrimination. In 
the newspapers, on radio and television, in the schools, and 
elsewhere, the faithful are constantly attacked and ridiculed, so 
why should we keep quiet?" Father Svarinskas asked the court. 

In his speech, Father Svarinskas expressed regret that the docu-
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merits of the Catholic Committee for the Defense of Believers ' 
Rights, written to various agencies never reached the addressees, or 
were not given consideration, but rather were sent directly to the 
K G B as evidence. T h e accused spoke at length about the difficult 
plight of the Kaunas Theological Seminary, the only one in Lithuania, 
and about the shortage of priests. 

To questions posed by the judge and the prosecutor, Father 
Svarinskas replied quite extensively, in depth and resolutely, show
ing the injustice of their accusations. In answer to a question by the 
prosecutor asking why the accused defended Bishop Julijonas Stepo
navičius, Father Svarinskas spoke at length and beautifully about 
the exiled bishop, recalling that the bishop had been exiled without 
cause, and that no one knew when he would be able to return to 
his pastoral duties. 

Speaking of the supression of the religious press, he told the court 
how many prayerbooks had been published, and how many each 
parish had received, emphasizing that only a small segment of the 
faithful had been taken care of and that all other books published 
had been intended for priests only. In his speech, Father Svarinskas 
spoke in depth about the moral decay which continues to take over 
our nation: drunkenness, abortion, etc. 

T h e judge tried three times to break off the defendant's speech, 
but Father Svarinskas requested that at least before death, he would 
be allowed to have his say without interruption: "You won't 
have to try me again. I shall remain a debtor. I don't expect to finish 
my sentence. Are you afraid of me? Surely, I'm not going to destroy 
your powerful tanks with my bare hands (you took away even my 
rosary). Since January 26, I have been locked up, and people, 
seeing that justice is on my side, gather in the street, where they 
are rounded up and taken to the forest. I see no friend or acquaintance 
in the courtroom," said Father Svarinskas. His defense speech lasted 
one and a half hours. 

(A second-hand report of the speeech. — Ed. Note) 
Father Svarinskas' sister, sitting in the spectators' section, wrote 

down the names of "witnesses", but when she left the courtroom, 
some K G B agents took her to an office in the courthouse, and con
fiscated her notes. 

T h e court did not put any supplementary questions to the ac
cused. Father Svarinskas refused the opportunity for a final statement, 
reasoning that he had said everything in his defense speech. 

At 3:00 PM on May 6, the verdict was read: Father Sigitas 
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Tamkevičius and Father Jonas Kauneckas were summoned to the 
courtroom to hear it. T h e court announced that Father Alfonsas Sva
rinskas was being sentenced to seven years strict regime labor camp, 
and three years exile, and, at the same time, handed over Father Sigi
tas Tamkevičius to the Prosecutor's Office. 

After the trial, Father Svarinskas came to visit with his sister, 
smiling. He asked her to thank everyone who had prayed for him, and 
said that he was especially grateful to His Eminence, Cardinal 
Josyf Slipyj, for his heartfelt words of sympathy. 

T o : T h e Attorney General of the L S S R 
On May 3 of this year, the trial of Father Alfonsas Svarinskas, 

Pastor of Viduklė, began. Priests and laity coming for the trial were 
met by a host of militia, who not only kept people out of the 
courtroom, but would not allow them to come near the courthouse. 
T h e militia, with threats and force, pushed the people all the way 
back to the Lenino prospektas, and those who tried to come closer 
they arrested and pushed roughly into automobiles. They seized 
Father J. Razmantas, Father J. Matulionis, Father V. Stakėnas, 
Father J. Kauneckas, and others, even though the latter were standing 
quite peacefully. 

We protest against such disregard for people. It is one more 
demonstration of discrimination against believers. 

May 4, 1983 

(Miss) Kavaliauskaitė 
(Miss) Mačiokaitė 
(Miss) Vitkauskaitė 
(Miss) Navickaitė 
(Miss) Valaitytė 
(Miss) Banevičiūtė 
(Mrs.) Gajauskienė 
(Mrs.) Lapienienė 
(Mrs.) Šakalienė 
(Mr.) Lapienis 
(Miss) Judikevičiūtė 
(Miss) Buliauskaitė 
(Mrs.) Petkevičienė 
(Miss) B. Vitkauskaitė 
(Mrs.) Kryževičienė 

(Mr.) Mištautas 
Father J . Kauneckas 
(Miss) Šarakauskaitė 
(Miss) Stanelytė 
(Miss) Umbrasaitė 
(Miss) Vazgelevičiūtė 
(Miss) Meškauskaitė 
Father S. Tamkevičius 
(Mrs.) Saukienė 
(Mrs. Ragaišienė 
(Miss) Kuodytė 
(Mr.) Saulius Kelpšas 
(Miss) Gavėnaitė 
(Miss) Dubauskaitė 
(Mr.) Cidzikas 
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Father J . Razmantas 
(Miss) Šupenytė 
(Mr.) Vinclovas 
(Mr.) Sakavičius 
(Miss) Raižytė 

(Miss) Truskauskaitė 
Father Daknevičius 
Father Bulota 
(Mrs.) Šupėnienė 
(Mrs.) Grabliauskienė 

Other signatures illegible. 
Seventy-one persons, in all, signed. 

C O L L E C T I N G S I G N A T U R E S 

After taking Father Alfonsas Svarinskas into custody, government 
atheists began a smear campaign against the arrested priest, the 
Catholic Committee for the Defense of Believers ' Rights and 
the most zealous priests, in an effort to set everyone against them. 
However, in spite of the shrill propaganda, throughout Lithuania, 
a campaign of collecting signatures began for Father Svarinskas' 
release. The greatest work in this regard was performed by the 
youth, which risked having its way blocked to higher studies, losing 
jobs, or being expelled from institutions of learning. 

The K G B did everything it could to intimidate those collecting 
signatures: In one place they would ridicule them in front of church, 
in another, the chekists would take away the signatures (the Church of 
Griškabūdis) or priests (Father Nikodemas Čėsna of the Church of 
the Resurrection in Kaunas) would expell them from the churches, 
etc. 

In the larger centers, K G B agents, noting the more active collec
tors of signatures, summoned them to K G B Headquarters for black
mail, e.g., in Kaunas: 

Arūnas Rekašius — taken from work to the Army Commissariat 
Saulius Kelpšas — taken to the K G B from home 
Antanas Žilinskas — taken from work to the K G B for interroga

tion 
Arūnas Rekašius and Jaunius Kelpšas were seized while collecting 

signatures in front of church in Nedingė (Rayon of Varėna). 
Saulius Kelpšas, Valdas Kelpšas and Kęstas Rekašius were de

tained in Varėna for "identity checks". 
Along with the painful events, there were happy incidents, also, 

when many people would sign with great enthusiasm, even with 
tears in their eyes. There were some who volunteered, if necessary, 
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Father Vincas Vėlavičius (left) and Father Alfonsas Svarinskas (right) meet 
with Petras Paulaitis following his release from thirty-five years in labor 
camp, November, 1982. 
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to sign in their own blood on behalf of Father Alfonsas Svarinskas 
(in Alytus). 

Long-term prisoner Petras Paulaitis expressed himself as follows: 
"I gave thirty-five years for my national and religious convictions. 
Pile Father Svarinskas' sentence on me; he is doing the Church 
much good." 

Other signatures collected: 

Molėtai — 701 Vosiūnai — 148 
Želva — 117 Deanery of Utena — approximately 3000 
Videniškės — 190 Deanery of Zarasai — approximately 2000 
Labanoras — 161 Ceikiniai — 372 
Alanta — 327 Ignalina and Vidiškės — 928 
Šilalė — 357 Daugėliškis — 606 
Pajūris — 43 Smalovos — 123 
Teneniai — 45 Kaltinėnai — 170 
Skaudvilė — 177 Palūšė — 162 
Adutiškis — 407 Mielagėnai — 908 
Dūkštas — 758 Tverečius — 497 



T H E F R I E N D S OF F A T H E R ALFONSAS SVARINSKAS SPEAK 

At various intervals between 1958 and 1962, I had occasion 
to be with Father Alfonsas Svarinskas in Mordovia, in Camp No. 7, 
where over two hundred Lithuanians were confined. Along with 
Father Svarinskas, there were other priests in camp. 

Father Svarinskas was distinguished from the others by his bound
less energy, his industry and natural optimism. Organizing holy 
days or just celebrations with public prayer were pure pleasure for 
him. Activity was his lifestyle. He was not inclined to philosophical 
or theological discussions, but if someone engaged him, he would not 
refuse to debate also. He liked to be with people, and he would 
quickly note and long remember their good qualities. Father Svarins
kas loved external beauty and order, and was especially pained by 
disorder in spiritual life. 

He was constantly preoccupied with questions of the nation's 
spiritual life, and was especially pained by the obsequiousness of 
some high-ranking clergy toward the atheistic government. Father 
Svarinskas respected and admired the martyr-bishops, and was 
deeply affected by news of Bishop Ramanauskas' death, saying 
that it was a great loss for the entire Lithuanian nation. 

In his daily life, Father Svarinskas used to demonstrate his faith 
publicly, without embarassment and without concealing it from the 
atheists. For one living in an atmosphere of deceit and cynicism , 
such an attitude is not always convenient or psychologically easy, 
but if one wants to win many companions in the Faith, a constant 
courageous attitude is absolutely essential. People, especially youth, 
are attracted to courageous, optimistic and energetic models. 
In these qualities, Father Svarinskas somehow reminds one of a 
military leader who keeps his people with him, not by force, but 
by the brightness of his ideals. 

Father Svarinskas' inclination and ability to get along with people 
displeased the government atheists greatly, and they found no other 
solution than to send the zealous priest to the slave camps of Russia. 

Father Alfonsas Svarinskas had great faith in the Providence of 
God, especially when he met with difficulties in the course of looking 
after the affairs of the Church. He would spare neither time nor 
energy to overcome the difficulties or external obstacles. T h e 
following episode is typical of him: 

It was in Viduklė. One evening, the pastor had to go some 
distance away. In the morning, everyone was startled to see that there 
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had been an ice storm, and the road was like glass; it was dif
ficult to move even on foot. When the pastor was delayed for a long 
time coming home, those at the rectory began to imagine that some 
sort of misfortune, accident or the like had taken place; and with the 
greatest concern, they kept looking down the road. 

Finally, to the joy of all, the car drove into the yard unscathed, and 
there was even greater surprise when, after a brief rest, he said again 
that he had very important Church business, and had to go out. T h e 
staff said, "Apparently, the man wants to die! Such roads!" 

It was very difficult to get out of the yard. T h e incline was frozen 
over, but the pastor was careful. He tried about ten times until 
pushed by others, the car got through to the main road. For him, 
Church affairs were so important that no obstacles could prevent him, 
nor did the greatest dangers frighten him. He used to joke, "I seat 
my angel up on the dash, and drive calmly along!" 

AND AGAIN, A N E W V I C T I M . . . 

On May 6, 1983, in Vilnius, in the course of Father Alfonsas 
Svarinskas' trial, a criminal case was started against Father Sigi
tas Tamkevičius, on the basis of the L S S R Criminal Code Par. 68 . Id. 
He was arrested right in the courtroom, and confined in the K G B 
isolation prison. 

Even before his arrest, on May 4, when Father Tamkevičius was 
summoned to the L S S R Supreme Court in Vilnius as a witness in the 
case of Father Alfonsas Svarinskas, large numbers of K G B and militia 
arrived in Kybartai. At about 1:00 PM, militia officials, coming to 
the rectory, demanded to see Father Jonas Boruta, but he was no* 
home at the time. All three days, up till the arrest of the pastor, Ky
bartai was zealously guarded by local agents of the K G B and militia, 
along with those who had come in from elsewhere. 

Saturday, May 7, militia officia, A. Kazlauskas came to the rectory 
and asked again for Father Boruta. Not finding him, he warned 
once more that if Father Boruta said Mass on Sunday in the 
Church in Kybartai, he would meet the same fate as Father Tamke
vičius. 

Sunday, May 8, the church in Kybartai could hardly contain 
the faithful gathered for services. During the 10:00 AM Mass, the Dean 
of Vilkaviškis, F a t h e r J . Preikšą, spoke direct ly to the aching 
hearts of the faithful: "I know that today your pain is so great that any 
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A card being circulated 
in Lithuania following 
the arrest of Father 
Sigitas Tamkevičius. 
"Father Sigitas Tamke
vičius, Pastor of the 
parish of Kybartai, 
member of the Catholic 
Committee for the 
Defense of Believers' 
Rights. Arrested May 
6, 1983. Kybartai, 
August 6, 1983." 
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words of comfort would ring hollow; however, keep always before 
your eyes the event described in Holy Scripture when the prayers 
of the faithful reached heaven and an angel freed their beloved 
teacher, the Apostle, Saint Peter from prison. So you are powerless 
today, but at the same time strong, because on your side you have 
God, you have prayer. Our greatest weapon is prayer," said Father 
Preikša, or words to that effect. 

The main Mass was offered and the sermon delivered by Father 
Jonas Boruta. After Mass, a procession of a thousand of the faithful 
of Kybartai, proceeding on its knees and praying the rosary, moved 
off through the yard around the church. It was an unprecedented 
sight. With rosaries in their hands and tears in their eyes, the children, 
youth grownups — men and women — moved; at the head of the 
column, a youth carried a cross draped with a red stole, a symbol of 
sacrifice and suffering. When the participants in the procession 
finished praying the rosary, the heart-rending hymn rose to heaven, 
"Mary, Mary" . . . lighten our slavery. . . save us from the terrible 
foe!" 

T h e intercessory procession was closely observed by groups of 
K G B , militia officials, representatives of the Communist Party, and 
teachers of the Middle School in Kybartai. They stood brazenly 
around the churchyard fence, the better to recognize and memorize 
the faces of participants in the procession. 

May 10, militia official A. Kazlauskas arrived at the rectory along 
with a fire inspector, who did not give his name. T h e latter wanted 
to inspect the rectory and church. However, the church cleaning lady, 
(Miss) Ona Kavaliauskaitė, told them that the pastor, who was chair
man of the parish committee and in charge of the rectory, had been 
arrested. Without him, a check was not possible. 

Kazlauskas demanded to see Father Matulionis, on whom he was 
supposed to serve a summons to report to the Vilkaviškis Rayon 
Assistant Prosecutor, but he did not find Matulionis at the rectory. 
He was told that Father Matulionis would return about 7:30 P.M. 

Coming back to the rectory that evening, the militia officer found 
no one. Approaching the churchyard gates, he called to two girls of the 
parish, and tried to convince them to sign an acknowledgement of 
the summons intended for Father Matulionis, and pass the summons 
on to him, but they categorically refused. There was nothing for 
Agent Kazlauskas then, but to go to the sacristy and serve the sum
mons on Father Matulionis in person. 

At that point, a little group of the faithful hurried to the 
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sacristy, to ask what the official wanted. Learning that he was looking 
for Father Matulionis, they became quite annoyed and said, "You've 
already taken one priest! Isn't that enough? Oh no, you won't get this 
one! This one is ours! We aren't about to turn him over to any
o n e ! " 

T h e official still tried to say something, but the faithful 
opened the door and asked him to leave the church immediately. 
After this incident with the faithful, the government officials left 
Father Matulionis in peace. 

After the arrest of the Pastor of Kybartai, Father Sigitas Tam-
kevičius, lectures were presented in a number of offices, communal 
farms and shops in Kybartai, during which the speakers explained 
how terrible Father Alfonsas Svarinskas and Father Sigitas Tam-
kevičius are. An attempt was made to convince the listeners that the 
priests had been justly arrested, and warnings were given that Kybar
tai would be assigned the kind of pastor who would put all 
churchmice and believers in their place, and would establish 'order'. 

On May 18, 1983, at the Kybartai trade furnishings factory, the 
K G B Chie f of the Vilkaviškis Rayon, Vaišvila, gave a lecture. He 
said that Father Tamkevičius had libeled teachers, accusing them of 
persecuting religiously believing children. After the talk, (Mrs.) Ona 
Griškaitienė arose in the audience. She stated that she is a believer 
and has three children, who on account of their religious beliefs have 
been constantly discriminated against, even though they are good 
students. She presented a list of specific examples of discrimina
tion, and asked, "Who is doing the libeling — the pastor, or you?" 

T h e lecturer offered to explain everything to (Mrs.) Griškai
tienė in private, but he woman would not give up, saying, " I f 
you vilify the pastor in the hearing of the entire audience, then let 
everyone hear the truth, too." 

Finally the K G B agent, not knowing what to do, began reassuring 
her, "You'll soon get a new pastor, and the situation will get back to 
normal." 

" S o it follows that you even assign pastors!" Griškaitienė 
said heatedly. " W e believers still don't know who our pastor is going 
to be, and you do know?" 

Unnerved, and at a loss for words, K G B chief Vaišvila picked 
up form the table a copy of Soviet laws, and began explaining, "This 
is the law, and we must keep i t ! " 

T h e woman shot back, "I know the law as well as you do, and I've 
seen this booklet more than once! But you don't keep the law! It 
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would be better if you showed me the "book of tricks" which 
you go by !" 

In connection with the arrest of Father Sigitas Tamkevičius 
on Pentecost Sunday in many parishes of Lithuania, intercessory 
prayers took place for the arrested priests. Masses were offered, 
hours of adoration held, a special public prayer was read, the rosary 
was recited, and there were other forms of devotion. Moreover, 
in spite of warnings, the believing public began again to collect 
signatures under new protests. 

Mažeikiai — 672 signatures Viešvienai — 89 signatures 
Ieckava — 31 signatures Virbalis — 127 signatures 
Telšiai — 1007 signatures 

Sigitas Tamkevičius was born November 7, 1938, in the District 
of Alytus, the Village of Gudoniai. In 1955, he finished the Seirijai 
Middle School and entered the seminary in Kaunas. T h e formation 
of his priestly vocation was greatly influenced by religious books, and 
by association with the saintly Father Antanas Skelčius. In 1957, Tam
kevičius was conscripted from the third year of he seminary 
into the army. "After three years in the army, you won't need the 
seminary," said the Military Commissar. 

Upon completion of his military service, Tamkevičius in 1960 
returned to the seminary, and finished in 1962, being ordained at the 
hands of His Excellency, Petras Maželis. In 1961, K G B agents twice 
tried unsuccessfully to recruit him as their agent, threatening other
wise to expell him from the seminary. 

In 1962, after his ordination to the priesthood, they tried again to 
recruit Tamkevičius into the ranks of K G B collaborators, but again, 
unsuccessfully. Upon completion of seminary studies, Father Tam
kevičius served as assistant pastor in Alytus. In 1963, the K G B tried 
for the last time to talk Father Tamkevičius into helping them: 
They promised him a good parish, an opportunity to study in 
Rome, etc. 

Rebuffed, they called him a fanatic, and promised to wait a few 
years until he changed his mind. While Father Tamkevičius was 
assistant pastor in Lazdijai, Religious Affairs Commissioner Rugienis 
sternly reprimanded him for his sermons, and for catechizing 
c h i l d r e n , and t h r e a t e n e d to take away the pr ies t ' s r e g i s t r a 
t ion card. T h e adminis t ra tor o f the d i o c e s e was pres sured 
to transfer Father Tamkevičius to another parish. In Kudirkos Nau-
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mieštis and Prienai, he served briefly as assistant pastor. T h e Chief of 
of Šakiai K G B scolded Tamkevičius for breaking Soviet law. 

In Prienai, the Commissioner for Religious Affairs, Rugienis, 
forbade him to give sermons, threatening to take away his registra
tion card, and not allow him to function as a priest. He was 
accused of wrongdoing because during his sermon, Father Tamke
vičius had mentioned that President Johnson of the USA was a 
religious believer and prayed. Rugienis accused Father Tamkevi
čius of not praising Kosygin or other Soviet leaders during his sermons. 
In 1969, Father Tamkevičius served as assistant pastor in Vilka
viškis. Together with other priests, he drew up a petition that the 
quota system at the seminary be abolished, and he collected the 
signatures of priests of the Diocese of Vilkaviškis. 

For this "cr ime", Father Tamkevičius was interrogated several 
times by the chekists, and at the order of Lieutenant Colonel Koldov 
of the K G B , Religious Affairs Commissioner Rugienis forbade him to 
function as a priest. Then Father Tamkevičius went to work in a 
factory in Vilkaviškis making metal objects, and later together with 
Father Juozas Zdebskis, at the Prienai land reclamation project. 

In his spare time, he used to conduct clandestine retreats, and 
did other priestly work. In 1970., Commissioner Rugienis, seeing 
that the sentence had not broken Father Tamkevičius, and that the 
K G B was unable to monitor his activities, once more officially allowed 
him to do parish work. He was assistant pastor in Simnas. In 
1974, after the arrest of Nijolė Sadūnaitė, Father Tamkevičius'place 
was searched, and he was summoned to Vilnius for questioning, 
the chekists wishing to accuse him of editing and disseminating 
the Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania. 

In 1975, Religious Affairs Commissioner Tumėnas told Bishop 
Labukas to transfer Father Tamkevičius to a larger parish, so that he 
would have plenty of work; otherwise, he was in danger of being 
arrested. T h e Bishop assigned Father Tamkevičius as pastor of 
Kybartai. Here Vice Chairman Urbonas of the Vilkaviškis Rayon 
Executive Committee constantly badgered him. T h e K G B tried to 
fabricate a case against him in connection with an automobile ac
cident. On November 13, 1978, Father Tamkevičius, with four other 
priests, established the Catholic Committee for the Defense of 
Believers ' Rights, and he participated in its activities until the day 
of his arrest. 

On April 17, 1980, a group of chekists carefully searched Father 
Tamkevičius' quarters all day long, especially going into all sorts of 
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manuscripts and duplication supplies: paper, carbon paper, etc. 
After the raid, word was spread even more intensively that Father 
Tamkevičius was to be arrested. Similar talk had already been 
spread for ten years, by biased persons. 

Summoning him to Vilnius K G B Headquarters for questioning 
in connection with Father Alfonsas Svarinskas, chekist Baltinas 
smeared Father Tamkevičius with all sorts of unfounded accusations: 
Allegedly he shelters those returning from prison, he edits the 
Chronicle, in his sermons he agitates agains the Soviet govern
ment, etc. According to them, he should have been arrested before 
Father Svarinskas. 

JADVYGA B I E L I A U S K I E N Ė SETS OUT AGAIN 
ON T H E GULAG ROAD 

May 16-18, 1983, in the Supreme Court at Vilnius, the trial of 
(Mrs.) Jadvyga Bieliauskienė (arrested November 29) took place. 

As is usual, only her nearest relatives could get into the courtroom: 
her sister, her grown son and her husband. In front of the Supreme 
Court, and on Lenino prospektas, there was an atmosphere of seige: 
Militia stood at every trolley bus stop, and more of them were on the 
trolley buses, so that not a single person would think of making a move 
toward the court house. 

Those arriving gathered at the Gates of Dawn (Trans. Note — 
A venerable Marian Shrine), and prayed throughout every day. T h e 
accused, Jadvyga Bieliauskienė, even though she had languished for 
many months in the K G B cellars, was not the least bit morally broken: 
She was erect, smiling, firm and outspoken. At the trial, (Mrs.) 
Bieliauskienė refused the services of an attorney. 

T h e prosecutor accused her of anti-Soviet activities: organizing 
children in church, and duplication and dissemination of anti-Soviet 
literature. 

One witness, the principal of Garliava Middle School, spoke more 
about the former Assistant Pastor of Garliava, Father Vaclovas Stakė-
nas (a member of the Catholic Committee for the Defense of Believers ' 
Rights), accusing him of anti-Soviet activity and of organizing young 
people inside and outside of church. 

Testifying against (Mrs.) Bieliauskienė were two women and one 
schoolchild, Antanas, whom the schoolchildren had long before 
suspected of being questionable. When, during the trial, as though 
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fearing to look at (Mrs.) Bieliauskienė, he rattled off everything 
according to the standard form dictated by the KGB agents, the 
court turned to Jadvyga, asking, "What do you have to say to that?" 

T h e accused smiled and said, "Lit t le Antanas is a clever boy, only 
this time, he got tangled up!" 

All other schoolchildren testified facing the accused, and looking 
her in the eye. They all said they knew her as a good, religious 
believing woman, but that they knew nothing about any of her 
activities. 

The "anti-Soviet literature" which the K G B found at Jadvyga 
Bieliauskienė's place was Šapoka's Lietuvos istorija ( History of 
Lithuania) and poems by Bernardas Brazdžionis. 

(Mrs.) Bieliauskienė made a bold and logical defense speech, and 
final speech. T h e court sentenced Jadvyga Bieliauskienė to four 
years of strict regime camp and three years of exile. 

RAIDS AND INTERROGATIONS 

Viduklė. 
On May 13, 1983, a search was carried out at the Viduklė rectory, 

in the quarters of Father Svarinskas' housekeeper, (Miss) Monika 
Gavėnaitė. In charge of the search was Senior Lieutenant T. Vaivada, 
an inspector from the criminal investigation section of the Raseiniai 
Rayon. 

During the search, the following were seized: 

T h e youth publication, Lietuvos ateitis (The Future of 
Lithuania, No. 5; 

Tikybos pirmamokslis (A Primer of Religion) (150 copies); 
Aušros žvaigždė (The Day Star) (48 copies); 
138 photographs of former prisoners and exiles; 
72 photographs of a religious nature, 
60 pages of various texts written on several typewriters, 
Three notebooks with addresses, 
Six audio tapes. 
Books: 
Jaunoms širdims (To Young Hearts); 
Trupinėliai (Crumbs); 
T h e search lasted more than two hours. That very day, a search 

was made at the home of (Miss) Gavėnaitė's father, living in Ukmergė 
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Rayon, the Village of Jakutiškiai and at the home of a brother, Julius 
Gavėnas, living in Kaunas at Kapsų 43-3. At the father's home, they 
found two photographs of Svarinskas and a petition to the bishops. 

Kelmė 
Since the arrest of Father Alfonsas Svarinskas, (Miss) Regina 

Teresiūtė, residing at Laisvės 11, Kelmė, has been repeatedly sum
moned to the Department of Internal Affairs for interrogation. Of
ficials accuse (Miss) Teresiūtė of consorting with Father Svarins
kas and of relaying to him material libeling Soviet society. They 
claim that (Miss) Teresiūtė serves the Catholic Committee for the 
Devense of Believers ' Rights as a courier, and for that reason she 
is under investigation. 

On April 28, 1983, Militia Officer Krunikas visited (Miss) Te-
resiūtė's parents, telling them he had come in connection with their 
daughter's employment, threatened them, pressured them to sign 
some sort of sheets, wrote down the name of every member of the 
family, and inventoried the livestock. (Miss) Teresiūtė works as 
organist at the parish in Žalpiai. For the same purpose, officials 
have also gone to visit Father Juozapas Razmantas, Pastor of the 
Žalpiai, and chairman of the parish committee. 

Kapsukas 
On April 19, 1983, (Miss) Zita Šarakauskaitė, a fourth-year 

student at the Pedagogical School, was summoned from Vilnius to 
Kapsukas K G B Headquarters for a chat with a K G B agent. During 
the talk, he tried to recruit her as an agent. The chekist was interested 
to know how their earlier conversation had ended up in the under
ground publication, the Chronicle. He was also unhappy because 
Zita is telling her classmates and acquaintances about the meeting 
which took place. Taking his leave, he promised that they would 
meet again if this meeting was reported in the Chronicle. 

Kybartai 
On May 12, 1983, (Miss) Vida Merkevičiūtė, 11th Class pupil 

at the K. Donelaitis Middle School in Kybartai, was summoned to the 
principal's office. Waiting for her in the office was K G B Agent 
Kanonenko. In the words of the security agent, the conversa
tion was supposed to be brief and confidential. His purpose was to 
recruit Vida as a K G B agent. At first, he suggested that she enroll for 
higher studies, and afterwards asked her to come May 18 at 
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4:00 PM for an "appointment". T h e site of the meeting was set out
side the Kybartai city limits, in the Kaliningrad Oblast. 

Refusing to cooperate, that same day Vida told her parents and all 
her friends about her conversation with Agent Kanonenko, but did not 
keep the appointment. 

Vilnius 
In March, 1983, on several occasions militia officials visited 

Tiesos gatvė 11-38, asking for Nijolė Sadūnaitė. An official of the 
Militia Criminal Section questioned Marytė Sadūnienė (Ms. Sadū-
naitė's brother's wife) at work, inquiring whether Nijolė lived with 
them. He tried to explain that neighbors are allegedly writing 
anonymous letters saying that Nijolė Sadūnaitė is not living in her 
apartment, is not working anywhere and is loafing. The harassment 
of Nijolė Sadūnaitė goes on. 

O U R P R I S O N E R S 

Viktoras Petkus writes: 

"On August 23, the sum of the years I have spent in prison will 
be a round and solid twenty. In the twenty years I have spent in 
houses of detention, I have never seen a fellow countryman who did 
not celebrate Christmas or Easter. Of course, at Christmas, we had 
no tree, but on the table we had a beautifully ornamented tree 
clipped from Horticulture magazine. I made slizikai from cut-up dried 
bagels, and there was a white p l o t k e l ė (Trans. Note — staples of the 
traditional Lithuanian Christmas Eve supper.) That way, everything 
seemed to be right. . . but for the first time, I don't know 
when Lent begins, or Easter occurs. 

"Our life is monotonous. For us, receiving newspapers and 
and magazines is problematical. They claim that periodical literature 
reaches us three times a week. So they say; but in reality, weeks have 
gone by without our receiving a single newspaper. If they do deliver 
the newspapers, they usually bring the magazines only once a week, 
so that they make an armful. T h e rule here is that an individual 
prisoner can keep only five items in his cell, no matter whether books, 
brochures or magazines; everything else has to be checked with the 
store room, on the pretext that you can claim it when you want it. 

"Theoretically, it looks like a pretty good system. In practice, it 
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This photograph, taken outside the court in Vilnius on the last day of 
Viktoras Petkus' trial in 1978, shows, first from left: Antanas Terleckas 
(currently in exile in Magadan), and third from right: Father Sigitas 
TamkevicUus, awaiting trial in Vilnius. 

sometimes takes over a week to get them to take you to the store room. 
So you end up in a vicious circle. It's worse with books. Receiving 
any books from home is categorically forbidden. Book sellers 
are uninterested in sending us books on order, since they are often 
returned to the sender; that is, to the bookseller. Thus, in their eyes 
we become less than serious customers. 

"The situation regarding letters is not enviable at all. The rules 
say that outgoing or incoming mail cannot be held up by the prison 
administration more than three days. In some prisons, those so-called 
three days used to stretch out, but still an effort was made to keep the 
rule. Here, they don't even mention such a regulation, as though it 
didn't even exist. Earlier, they at least used to inform us about some of 
the confiscated incoming mail; but now, they don't even do that. The 
relatives of some try writing letters via the local attorney general 
or the All-Union Attorney General. Occasionally a letter sent through 
these channels arrives. 
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"Not only did no one deliver any telegrams about money being 
sent, but they did not even tell me. About six times a week for lunch 
we eat soup made from frozen, rotten cabbage. To complaints that 
the cabbage is bad, officials reply, 'And where are we to get any other 
kind? Besides, the doctor says that you can still eat i t . . . 
(Out here, people don't know how to pickle cabbage, so they keep 
it outside in the cold; that is, they freeze it. But this winter, we 
are having record high temperatures, with thaws. This is why the poor 
cabbage rots.) 

"We are out in the fresh air no more than one hour in twenty-
four; and even this hour our guards sometimes try to shorten, in 
order to spend as little time as possible cooling their heels while we 
take our walk. In other prisons, to prevent this, there are clocks hanging 
in the corridors. We asked for the same arrangement here, but 
they replied that for us, time has stopped. Nevertheless, later they 
did hang up a broken-down clock; but still later, they reconsidered 
and hid it away somewhere. There is not a single clock in the whole 
prison; and when you ask the guards what time it is, they don't tell you 
anything either, so that at work it's disorienting. 

"Perhaps I've made this letter too long. I have to be concerned 
lest the letter, on account of its length, 'get hung up'. Many 
greetings and best wishes to a l l ! " 

This spring, (Mrs.) Elena Ter leckienė went to visit her husband, 
the exile Antanas Terleckas, in the Far East, in the Region of 
Magadan. Arriving at his place of exile, Terleckienė immediately 
felt very uncomfortable — the place is well above sea level, and there 
is a shortage of oxygen. She found her husband very ill on account 
of the difficult living conditions. His feet were swollen and his health 
had significantly deteriorated. 

E A S T E R F R A G M E N T S 

T h e Resurrection bells had just pealed joyfully, and through the 
streets of the old city, the hymns of the Easter procession re-echoed. 
A crowd of people flowed into the Kaunas Basilica to greet the Risen 
Christ. The church was packed to the rafters, the churchyard full. 
And the automobiles! All the side streets in the area were packed 
with them! T h e town square was also covered with a mosaic of cars. 

All around reigned a spirit of recollection and solemn peace. 
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The main altar of the Kaunas Cathedral. 
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In the cathedral, the services were drawing to a close; when in 
the city square, among the ant-heap of automobiles, appeared a lone 
passerby. He walked about in a suspicious manner, as though pre
paring (and this is how it seemed to some) to cheat or rob someone. 
However, he did not do so, even though strangely enough, he 
was constantly writing down something. Soon, one or two automobile 
owners appeared, who became concerned about the peculiar 
behavior of the stranger. 

One of them approached him and asked, 
"What are you doing here?" 
" I ' m writing down license numbers." 
"What for?" 
"Those are orders from Auto Inspection since there is no parking 

in the square." 
Surprised and confused, the questioner returned to the knot of 

people, which had grown. All were commenting vociferously on the 
strange "news", since there was no "No Parking" sign to be seen. 
More and more men were gathering, and the "recorder" continued to 
write. Finally, a couple of huskier fellows accompanied by a rather 
large group of men approached the stranger, sternly demanded that he 
explain what all the scribbling meant, and asked him to produce 
identification. 

T h e stranger save them a red booklet, from which one of the men 
read out loud the information that he was a K G B agent — "Grinevi
čius, Griškevičius, Grikevičius", or something of the sort. Then both 
of them unexpectedly seized the "agent" by the lapels so that even 
the seams squeaked. (In spite of the fact that the K G B agent was a tall, 
heavy-set man.) They tore the notebook with the license numbers 
from his hands, and dragged him over to Auto Inspection officers 
nearby. 

When the men asked whether parking was permitted in the city 
square, auto inspectors assured them that it was. 

" T h e n how come this character claims that he is acting on your 
instructions?" 

"We didn't give him any instructions," said the militiamen, 
surprised. 

Of course, an uproar ensued, annoyance that the K G B once more 
felt the need to discriminate against the faithful, interfering with 
their participation in the Easter holiday. 

T h e auto inspectors, seeing that there could be an incident, 
quickly put the "activist" their automobile and removed him from the 
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rather heated situation. 
Thus shamefully ended one more effort to allow the faithful to 

fulfill their religious obligations "constitutionally". 

NEWS F R O M T H E D I O C E S E S 

Šiauliai 
On March 30, 1983, in the Šiauliai Rayon Execut ive Com

mittee auditorium, a seminar was held for members of Committees of 
Twenty from religious associations. T h e seminar was conducted by 
Assistant Religious Affairs Commissioner P. Raslanas. He tried to 
say that in Lithuania there is complete freedom of religion, and 
that more religious literature is published each year. T h e only bad 
thing, according to him, is that some priests, under cover of religion, 
are vilifying the Soviet system. Raslanas called Father Alfonsas 
Svarinskas the worst offender, and cited excerpts from his sermons. 

He was annoyed that outside the churches, signatures were 
being collected on behalf of Father Svarinskas. T h e Assistant 
Commissioner for Religious Affairs named a list o f — in his opinion 
— bad, extremist-oriented priests: Ričardas Černiauskas, Juozas 
Kauneckas, Sigitas Tamkevičius and others. Raslanas tried to con
vince everyone that even the Second Vatican Council indicated 
that the civil government must take suitable measures against those 
priests who disobey it. Hence, in his words, it is not surprising 
that they have brought Father Alfonsas Svarinskas to trial. 

After the lecture, there were questions: 
"And where can the religious literature you have published 

be obtained? True, we have seen on television the covers of the 
literature you mentioned, however, that's where it all ends. A large 
part of that literature has ended up in the West for propaganda. 
Another part was taken by the atheists, and for us faithful, there were 
only crumbs left." 

Raslanas held up two prayerbooks, and tried to make excuses, 
"I only took two. Ask Father Aliulis for religious literature." 

To the question why the Church of SS. Peter and Paul in 
Šiauliai is allowed to ring the bells only four times a year, Executive 
Committee Chairman had to be summoned to church with the help 
of bells. Now, everybody has a watch. 

"Why has Bishop Julijonas Steponavičius been kept in exile 
for almost a quarter of a century? Why isn't he allowed to function as 
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the Bishop of Vilnius? After all, Vilnius doesn't have a bishop." 
" H e was assigned another diocese, but he refused it. We are 

not going to bargain with him anymore," explained Raslanas. 
"Why are we not allowed freely to erect crosses on the Hill of 

Crosses, beyond Šiauliai?" 
" T h e r e are too many of them already, perhaps ten or twenty 

thousand," replied Raslanas. 

Šakiai 
On April 5, 1983, Šakiai Rayon parish Committees of Twenty 

were summoned to the Šakiai Rayon Executive Committee 
auditorium. Religious Affairs Commissioner Petras Anilionis gave 
them as representatives of religious associations, a lecture about 
the relations of religious associations with the state. T h e commissioner 
tried to convince them that believers have the same rights as 
atheists. He complained that it is the "extremist" priests who prevent 
the state from fully caring for religious believers. 

" F o r instance, almost all the formalities in preparation for publish
ing a religious magazine for believers were completed, and the 
bishop and ordinaries were in agreement. However, a few 'extremist' 
priests conducted such a campaign in opposition, that even the 
bishops gave up the idea of a magazine, reasoning that the state 
would censor it. Of course, they wished to calumniate the Soviet 
system, but our Constitution forbids anyone, even priests, to do this," 
explained Anilionis. 

T h e Commissioner tried to convince the gathering that in the 
parish, policy was to be set by the so-called Committees of 
Twenty, and that priests are merely ministers of cult hired by the 
committee, with no other rights or duties except performing rites of 
cult. " T h e y are not allowed to teach religion or to tell children about 
God, because the school is separated from the Church. For this 
they can be penalized. Children have no right to serve Mass, 
participate in processions, or to sing in a church choir," said 
Anilionis. 

Questions followed: 
" I f according to Soviet law, no one can be sentenced without 

trial, then why have two bishops, Bishop Julijonas Steponavičius 
and Bishop Vincentas Sladkevičius, been punished for so long without 
trial, by being exiled from their dioceses?" 

Such questions displeased the lecturer, and he heatedly shot 
back! "You're playing the same extremist melody. If you wish to know, 
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Bishop Vincentas Slatkevičius, (Third from left) reinstated after twenty-three 
years of internal exile. 

I'll tell you what that Bishop Sladkevičius did — he is no bishop, 
he was made a bishop in the rectory kitchen of Birštonas. 
Moreover, he was very much set against the Soviet Union, and 
that is why he was living in Pabiržė . Bishop Steponavičius 
is an even greater extremist, and thus far shows no signs that he 
is inclined to change his attitude so let him not expect any 
diocese!" 

To the question why priests are not allowed to teach children 
the truths of the Faith, Anilionis replied that it was not their business 
to teach. For that, there are teachers. Since the school is separated 
from the Church, only the parents can teach their children, and 
not priests or nuns. 

"A Catholic Calendar is published every year, so why do we not 
receive it? Why is it designated only for priests? It is called a 
Catholic Calendar, not a Priests Calendar, so we have the right to 
obtain i t ! " the people inquired. 

"You don't need it. It contains nothing to read. You know the 
dates of Christmas and Easter yourselves," explained Anilionis. 
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Bishop Julijonas Steponavičius 

Skuodas 
(Miss) Bronė Navickaitė, residing at Aušros g. Nr. 2-4, in Skuo

das, was discharged from work February 1, 1983, because she acted as 
treasurer of the church committee (See Chronicle no. 57). At first, the 
Department of Education asked that she resign, but when (Miss) 
Navickaitė resisted, she was discharged for "budgetary reasons". 
(Miss) Navickaitė had worked in bookkeeping for twenty years, and 
had not received any warnings. 

Upon her discharge, she was offered a job in the same place as a 
cleaning lady. Then (Miss) Navickaitė began seeking justice from 
Soviet agencies. She appealed to the Skuodas Rayon People's Court, 
but they would not accept her petition. She wrote to the Ministry of 
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Education. From there, Assistant Minister A. Bubnys informed her, 
March 3, in communication no. 09-N-42, that she had been dis
charged from work with cause, and " there is no basis for rein
stating her". 

On April 4, 1983, (Miss) Navickaitė wrote the editors of Tiesa 
(Truth), a five page in-depth description of events — how she was 
constantly discriminated against on account of her religious con
vict ions (be ing passed over on the wait ing l ist for an apart
ment, etc.). 

T h e author writes: ' E v e n the director 's request that I say 
nothing to anyone sounded strange. After all, if everything was being 
done justly, why such an announcement or demand? And if it was 
being done unjustly, then why must I keep quiet?" 

T h e editors of Tiesa replied very tersely that the letter had been 
communicated to the competent organs. 

April 26, Bronė Navickaitė was summoned before the Executive 
Committee, where Party Second Secretary J. Zalapuga, and Skuodas 
Rayon K G B Agent A. Pocevičius were waiting for her. Pocevi-
čius and Zalapuga affirmed to Navickaitė that bel ievers are not 
persecuted. However, they finally admitted that it was all the same to 
them what kind of people work in the offices. T h e K G B agent said 
that he had received an anonymous letter in which it was an
nounced that (Miss) Navickaitė was catechizing children. T h e chekist 
warned (Miss) Navickaitė that the Chronicle and the Vatican Radio 
must not learn about her persecution, since otherwise she would 
suffer greatly. 

Lazdijai 
On April 11, 1983, Romas Žibūda was admitted to the Lazdijai 

Hospital. He had hardly arrived at the ward, when he was summoned 
to the doctors' office. To his great surprise, in the office was not a 
doctor, but Lazdijai K G B agent A. Gylys. Gylys began immediately 
to shout, "Will you one day be finished with putting up crosses?" 
When Romas denied it, the K G B agent grilled him, "You know who 
is putting them up, and you are obliged to help by telling us, be
cause we have helped you more than once; otherwise, you don't 
know where you would have ended up." 

Romas, terminating the conversation, shot back, "I never asked 
for your help, and I'm not asking for it now!" 

Gylys accused him of revealing their last talk in its entirety. 
Žibūda said, "I told everyone about our last conversation and I'll tell 
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them about this one." At that point, the KGB agent shouted, "You're 
a real dolt, and you don't know anything!" Finally, when he could 
not get anything, he warned that Romas would have a rough life in the 
army, and that his whole fate depended on his own conduct. 

Kapčiamiestis 
On April 3, 1983, the Sakevičius family was visited by Com

munal Farm Chairman Vytautas Jurašius and Agronomist Mindau
gas Garbinčius, who, inviting Viktoras Sakevičius out into the yard for 
a talk, told him to take the cross erected the night before Easter, 
and to erect it in the churchyard, or put it somewhere else. "We 
know," spoke Jurašius, "That it was you and the Žibūdas who put it up. 
Children who do such things will not become priests." 

" I did not put the cross u p , " S a k e v i č i u s firmly rep l ied, 
"and I will not tear it down." 

Kapčiamiestis. (Lazdijai R a y o n ) . 
On April 28, 1983, Vice Chairman L. Vanagas of Lazdijai Rayon, 

presented Father Ignas Plioraitis of the Kapčiamiestis parish with 
the following warning: 

"Liudas Vanagas, Chairman of the Executive Committee of Laz
dijai Rayon, warn the Pastor of K a p č i a m i e s t i s , F a t h e r Ignas 
Plioraitis, as follows: 

" 1 . You al low minor c h i l d r e n to serve during re l ig ious 
observances (He named a list of servers.) 

" 2 . You involve young people from outside the parish in religious 
political activities: 

a. With the young people, you sent the arrested Teacher Antanas 
Grigas Easter greetings. 

b. You organized the youth to visit Teacher Antanas Grigas. 

c. You had yourself photographed with the young people, next to 
a cross which had just been demolished, in the Village of Karei-
voniai, near Kapčiamiestis. 

d. You organized and involved minors in taking up signatures 
protesting the demolition of crosses and the arrest of Father Alfonsas 
Svarinskas. 

"You know well the law separating the school from the Church. 
You do not have the right to assemble or organize young people. 
Your only place is in church, praying. 
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" 3 . F o r a n u m b e r of years, you have fai led to inform us 
when religious festivals are to take place in Kapčiamiestis, and what 
priests are to participate. 

" 4 . You interfere in the affairs of the parish committee. For 
instance, you sent us only one copy of the records of the parish com
mittee election; and we need three. It was signed 'Committee of 
Twenty'. Why did you not indicate the names of individual 
members? Why are you concealing t h e m ? " 

Father Plioraitis demanded a copy of the warning, but did not 
get one. In the name of religious freedom, he categorically 
refused to receipt the warning. 

Užuguostis. (Prienai R a y o n ) 
On April 24, 1983, the leadership of the District of Lelioniai 

posted not ices a n n o u n c i n g that on May 1, in the Užuguostis 
House o f Cul ture , e l e c t i o n s would be he ld to the E x e c u t i v e 
Committee, and the Trustees of the Užuguostis community of 
believers. One such announcement was pasted on the churchyard 
fence. 

On Sunday, April 24, the Pastor of the parish in Užuguostis' Father 
Zenonas Navickas, explained to the people that the parish of Užuguos
tis had a parish committee and committee of trustees, so there was no 
need to elect another committee. As a matter of fact, such a move by 
the authorities of the Lelioniai District was illegal, since the state is 
separated from the Church. T h e pastor advised the faithful not to take 
part in such a meeting. On May 1, not one of the faithful came to the 
announced gathering. 

On May 13, people were herded from work to the Užuguostis 
House of Culture for a meeting. Schoolchildren in the upper grades 
were also forced to take part. T h e meeting was presided over by 
District Chairwoman (Mrs.) Kurminienė and Communal Farm Brigade 
Leader Urbonavičius Representatives from Prienai and Vilnius at
tended the meetings. T h e guest lecturer vilified Father Alfonsas 
Svarinskas and tried to convince the people that he had been 
rightly sentenced. T h e Pastor of Užuguostis, Father Zenonas Na
vickas, was also variously calumniated. 

At the end of the meeting, (Mrs.) Kurminienė, Chairwoman 
of the Lelioniai District, told the people that they had to elect the 
committee from the community of believers. Some of the people 
succeeded in escaping from the House of Culture, some tried to 
explain to the chairwoman that a committee exists. Brigade Leader 
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Urbonavičius told them to keep quiet. T h e district chairwoman 
read the names of candidates to the parish committee, and told the 
people to vote for them. In this way, a new parish committee and 
trustees were picked. 

These elected as committee members were told to certify the 
election. Members of the new committee told the pastor that the 
election had been carried out against their will, and that they 
did not wish to be committee members chose by atheists. However, 
they admitted that they feared the government greatly, especially 
Communal Farm Brigade Leader Urbonavičius, because he could 
deny them hay for their cow, or a horse to cultivate the garden. 

T h e question was why did the government feel the need for a 
new parish committee? Part of the parish of Užuguostis belongs 
to the Rayon of Kaišiadorys; part of the parish belongs to the Prienai 
Rayon. Specially elected to the new committee were believers 
living in the Prienai Rayon and belonging to the Vyšniūnai 
Communal farm. Vyšniūnai Communal Farm Chairman P. Alekna
vičius, and Užuguostis Brigade Leader A. Urbonavičius are 
particularly notable for their hatred. 

By blackmail and threats, the atheists wish to force religious 
believers to be their implements in weakening the religious revival 
of the faithful. 

Gižai. (Vilkaviškis R a y o n ) . 
In Gižai, in 1933-34, a cross was erected to commemorate 

the saints. Now this cross was dilapidated and tottering, so the 
faithful there decided to erect a new one in its place, since it was 
impossible to renovate the old one. 

On August 14, 1982, a few men brought a new cross and were 
preparing to erect it, but immediately District Chairman Juozas 
Šumskas showed up and forbade them to put the cross up. When the 
cross was nevertheless erected, Chairman Šumskas reported the 
matter to the rayon government. Immediately, Rayon Vice Chairman 
Urbonas showed up, and together with Šumskas, summoned those 
who had erected the cross: Antanas Karpavičius, Juozas Marcinkus 
and Jonas Talačka, rudely colded them, and fined Antanas Kar
pavičius 20 rubles. 

However, the matter did not end there. On August 13, Vice 
Chairman Urbonas summoned the parish committee chairman, 
Antanas Striouginis, and began to shout, "What kind of chairman are 
you, that you don't know what's going on in your baliwick? 
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They put up crosses along the roadside, and you keep quiet !" Be
sides, the rayon vice chairman ordered the parish chairman not to 
obey the pastor: to take from him the treasury and seals, to renovate 
the church themselves, and never to consult the pastor. 

Sometime later, Antanas Karpavičius received a notice to pay his 
fine a second time. Marcinkus and Talačka had their fines deducted 
from their pensions. In the village, the rumor spread that the rayon 
was forcing the local chairman to demolish the cross. T h e night of 
December 17, the cross was torn down. T h e faithful brought it 
back to the church, and appropriately honored it. District Chair
man Šumskas, in his desire to hide the evidence of the evil deed, 
publicly vilified the pastor during the meeting, indicating that he 
was the one that had cut down the cross during the night. 

IN T H E SOVIET SCHOOL 

Lazdijai 
On March 1, 1983, seventy-six representatives of the youth of 

Lazdijai Rayon wrote the Attorney General of the L S S R a petition, 
as follows: 

"On March 20, 1983, while returning to his parish from a 
retreat, Father Juozas Zdebskis of Šlavantai was detained by the 
militia. 

"When he did not show up for Mass, a group of the faithful 
went looking for the priest. Noticing his automobile in front of the 
Lazdijai branch of the Ministry of the Interior, the faithful charged 
into the militia station and demanded the release of the priest, who 
was being crudely blackmailed, detained and persecuted, unfortun
ately not for the first time. 

"However, the militia and K G B ordered everyone to disperse 
quickly and a few people were arrested for allegedly disturbing 
the peace, among them Antanas Grigas, a teacher at the Liepalingis 
Middle School. 

"We know Father Zdebskis to be a decent, courageous, mag
nanimous and self-sacrificing priest, and Teacher Grigas as noble 
challenging, upright and straightforward. Even though he was teach
ing, nevertheless, he always used to hear Mass on Sundays, often 
enough in his own parish church. 

" F o r this, the Lazdijai Rayon Department of Education and K G B 
made him the object of discrimination, and accused him of an 
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unintellectual, unscientific position, of teaching a world view not in 
line with materialism. He was often pressured to resign as a teacher. 

"In our opinion, the arrival of Teacher Antanas Grigas on March 
20, together with other believers, to seek Father Zdebskis' release 
provided the KGB with a direct incentive and a pretext to detain 
him and to punish him for alleged disturbance of the public 
order, so that it would be possible to dismiss him from the 
Liepalingis Middle School as a 'virulent organism'. 

"This is confirmed by an attack against Grigas in a March 2 9 , 1 9 8 3 
article in the Lazdijai Rayon newspaper by Associate Cor
respondent A. Petraitis entitled, 'A Bad Example of an Educator': 

" . . .In front of the rayon militia station, A. Grigas acted rudely, 
caused a disturbance, failed to obey militia personnel and incited 
others to disobey the legitimate requirements of militia personnel. 
The Rayon People's Court sentenced Grigas to fifteen days in jail for 
failure to carry out the legitimate demands of militia officials. 

"However, all those who were present affirm something quite 
different. Grigas acted politely, and calmly explained that they would 
not leave until Father Zdebskis was released, and that it is the duty 
of believers to defend their priest. Therefore, Lazdijai Rayon militia 
and KGB agents should be brought to trial on the basis of the 
L S S R Criminal Code, Par. 186 for unfounded suspicion and deten
tion of a person. 

"Finally, they probably do not know, or do not remember, 
that the Declaration of Human Rights, which the leaders of the 
Soviet Union promised to preserve and honor, states in Article 19, 
"Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression..., that 
is, the right freely to express one's thoughts and decisions verbally 
and in wri t ing. L i k e w i s e Art ic le 57 of the U S S R Const i tu
t ion, d rummed into us back in school , where it s tates that 
'it is the duty of all state organs, public organizations and officials 
to respect the person of citizens and to guard their rights and 
freedoms.' 

"Attorney General of the Lithuanian SSR, we demand that 
the blackmail of innocent people, based on lies and deceit, be 
discontinued, that Father Alfonsas Svarinskas be released, that Father 
Juozas Zdebskis and other zealous and dedicated priests be left 
alone, that Teacher Antanas Grigas be released immediately, and 
that there be no interference in his work as a teacher. 

" I t is not just we who demand this. This is the unified call of 
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all believers and youth in Lithuania, to stop the harsh attacks of the 
atheists against the faithful." 

Good Friday, 1983 

(75 Signatures) 
T h e Youth of Lazdijai Rayon 

Kapčiamiestis. (Lazdijai R a y o n ) 
On March 29, 1983, a little group of schoolchildren went to the 

Lazdijai Internal Affairs Department to visit the unjustly arrested 
Liepalingis Middle School teacher, Antanas Grigas. 

When the youngsters asked whether they could be allowed to see 
the teacher, the militiaman on duty, Stravinskas, without even show
ing his credentials, demanded that those who had come give their 
names. When they refused to satisfy the militiaman's curiosity, the 
officer began to scold and vilify them in the worst terms. Finally, 
the militiamen summoned the Inspector for Juvenile Affairs, and 
other officials. Into the office burst a furious Russian woman, who 
began to hurl obscenities, shake her fists, etc. 

After the youngsters were scolded, four officials took them to the 
office of a K G B agent. T h e Inspector for Juvenile Affairs told him the 
schoolchildren's names, and demanded that they sign in, but they 
would not. K G B agent Orlov asked in Russian whether they had 
signed Easter greetings addressed to Teacher Grigas. T h e school
children were surprised that a letter addressed to Teacher Grigas had 
fallen into the hands of K G B agents. After questioning them, the 
chekist sternly demanded that the youngsters sign, but they refused. 
Dismissing the youngsters, the K G B agent warned them that after 
their vacation, an agent would visit the school. 

On April 1, 1983, in a teachers' meeting of the Kapčiamiestis 
Middle School, the behavior of 9th Class pupil Alė Žibūdaitė 
and 11th Class pupils Alma Žibūdaitė and Gintas Sakavičius was 
discussed; and the question was raised: whether to leave them 
in school or to expelí them. 

J. Žibūda received an invitation to the meeting. In the course of 
the meeting, Principal Sabalis demanded that the students explain 
why they had gone to Lazdijai to visit Teacher Grigas, sentenced 
to fifteen days in jail, and who had sent them. T h e children explained 
that they were big enough to go on their own, without being 
sent by anyone, and that moreover their consciences require that 
they defend believers, people of like mind, and friends. 
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At such a reply, Teacher Šidlauskas, blazing with anger, began 
to vilify Gintas Sakavičius. The teacher tried to show that in their 
rayon, an anti-Soviet group had formed, inspired by the priests of 
Šlavantai and Kapčiamiestis. It would be better, he advised, if they 
went to the priest at Liepalingis, a quiet man who did not rock the 
boat. 

Those most vociferous during the meeting were Teachers Šid
lauskas, (Mrs.) Šidlauskienė, (Mrs.) Urbonienė and (Mrs. Januške
vičienė. They shouted at the schoolchildren so much that the latter 
could not get a word in edgewise. 

"You can sit in church all night if you want, but your actions 
outside church are political!" the teachers argued. 

Teacher Šidlauskas accused pupil Gintas Sakavičius of collecting 
signatures. When-Gintas denied this, the teacher began to shout 
hysterically: 

"Isn ' t it this type of person that kills people and picks locks?" 
"Religious believers don't kill, and don't pick locks; that's the 

work of the atheists!" 
T h e students were supported by their parents, who affirmed that 

the children really had not committed any offense, and that it is every
one's duty to visit the prisoners and defend them. 

At the end of the meeting, the chairman warned that in the event 
of a recurrence, the children would be expelled from school; and it 
was doubtful whether there would be a place for them, even in 
their home village. 

On March 16, 1983, the Coordinator of Fieldwork at Kapčia
miestis Middle School, Teacher S. Šidlauskas, summoning pupils 
Romas Varnelis, Rimgaudas Kukučionis, Alė Žibūdaitė, Antanas 
Žibūda, Gintas Valentas and others, pressured them to join the 
Communist Youth League. This Soviet educator, seeing that he was 
not about to gain anything by gentle methods began threatening 
and insulting the pupils. His predominant targets were Alė Žibūdaitė 
and Romas Varnelis. 

Once his anger had mounted, Teacher Šidlauskas began to 
imagine things: He accused 9th Class pupil Antanas Žibūda of 
tearing down wall newspapers, and of flashing a light in people's 
eyes on his way home from dances. This time, the lie did not 
succeed. Antanas never goes to dances. To this his parents can 
testify. T h e Soviet educator, seeing that the pupils were not fright
ened, decided to try cajoling them, and offered one boy a smoke, say
ing, "Only beginners can be lured with candy." 
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In keeping with the chekists' methods, Teacher Šidlauskas 
demanded that the pupils keep quiet about the "conversation" 
which had taken place. 

T o : U S S R General Secretary Yuri Andropov 
From: Parents living in the area of Kapčiamiestis, Lazdijai Rayon, 

Lithuania S S R 

A P e t i t i o n 

On May 10, 1938, by decision of the Kapčiamiestis Middle 
School Teachers ' Council, three 11th Class pupils were expelled 
from school for alleged disturbance of the peace in front of the 
Lithuanian S S R Supreme Court Building in Vilnius: Alma Žibū-
daitė, Gintas Sakavičius and Vytas Sakavičius. May 3-6, 1983, the 
Supreme Court tried Father Alfonsas Svarinskas, Learning of the 
trial in progress, the aforesaid pupils went to the courthouse on 
May 4. 

Even though it had been announced in the press that the trial 
would be public, nevertheless only the priest's brother and sister were 
admitted into the courtroom. Everyone else was pushed a few hundred 
meters away from the courthouse. People were threatened, shoved 
into militia cars, and taken to a forest 40 km away. Many were arrested, 
especially young people. Among them, Gintas Sakavičius was fined 
50 rubles for disturbance of the peace, just because when the militia 
told them to get away from the courthouse, Gintas Sakevičius, 
with a group of young people and adults, waited around, praying for 
this decent and good priest on trial. 

T h e three aforesaid pupils, like everyone there, were scolded, 
threatened and intimidated by the militia and K G B agents. Staff 
members of the Ministry of Internal Affairs wrote down the names, 
educational level and place of employment of everyone there; and an 
order was given to expell them from school or work. 

We request that you explain a policy completely incomprehens
ible to us: to deceive decent, innocent people by lies and terror. 
After all, the younger generation, not having experienced the post
war horrors, seeing with its own eyes the mistakes of the government 
officials responsible, is beginning to evaluate very critically the 
ideas and principles enunciated by them. 

Youth is more receptive to truth, good and humanism. T h e 



expulsion of students from middle school is an outright blocking of the 
road to education and work. 

Hence, shall we be able to force students to respect Soviet 
law, including the Constitution of the U S S R which guarantees the 
right to education and work, regardless of race, nationality or 
beliefs, if Soviet leaders themselves ignore it? 

After all, such treatment of innocent students can evoke a wide
spread response of anger among our entire youth. 

May 14, 1983 (Signed by four parents.) 

Židikai. (Mažeikai R a y o n ) . 
On April 11,1983, in the Forest of Kekinė, sadists horribly tortured 

to death 4th Class student Dalė Milvidaitė, from the Village of 
Sklaustė, District of Vižančiai: Her hands and feet had been cut off, 
one eye had been torn out, the other had holes poked in it, the skin 
had been flayed in checker-board fashion, and the blood had been 
squeezed from the body. Experts determined that the agony had lasted 
about three hours. 

T h e girl was a believer, and had received First Holy Communion 
only the year before. T h e relatives had agreed with the pastor of 
Židikai to hold her funeral at noon, April 16. School administrators, 
the teacher, (Mrs.) Alberkienė and District Chairman Petkus 
forbade the girl to be buried with religious services. Teachers removed 
from the room a crucifix, pictures of the saints and candles. Teacher 
(Mrs.) Pridosikienė proudly proclaimed, "We have scratched all the 
saints from the room." 

Pilviškiai. 
Before Easter, 1983, Teacher (Mrs.) Bakaitienė, leader of the 

Pilviškiai Middle School Pioneers, summoned 4th Class pupil Reda 
Bobinaitė to the Pioneers' Room. The teacher asked whether the girl 
really went to church, and sang in the little youth choir. When she 
answered affirmatively, the teacher demanded that she betray her 
girlfriends who go to church and sing, and tried to talk her out of going 
to church any more. 

Homeroom Teacher (Mrs.) Muraškauskienė scolded the girl 
during German-language class, because she was not wearing a Pioneer 
kerchief. T h e girl replied that she does not wear it, because she is a 
religious believer. Afterwards, Reda was summoned to see Assistant 
Principal Sniečkienė. T h e latter also tried to talk the girl out of going 
to church. When Reda remained steadfast, they began to threaten that 
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when she grew up, she would never obtain work. 
In 1983, in Pilviškiai, a large number of youth participated in 

the Easter procession. This greatly displeased the atheists. (Mrs.) 
Ona Trimirkienė, who was in charge of the young people in the 
procession, received the following communication: 

To Camrade Ona Trimirkienė 

"On April 14, of this year, at 11:00 AM, you are invited to 
the Executive Committee of the District of Pilviškiai to meet 
with the Chairwoman. Please be punctual. 

" T h e Executive Committee Chairwoman" 

There was no signature, or seal. (Mrs.) Ona Trimirkienė did 
not go. Afterwards, she received the following communication: 

" T o the Honorable (Mrs.) Trimirkienė: "Please come to the school 
at 12:30 on April 15, this year, to discuss the topic of child educa
tion." Affixed was the name of the school principal, J. Janušaitis. 
There was no signature; only the triangular seal. 

In the office to which (Mrs.) Trimirkienė was taken, were gathered 
the following: School Principal J. Janušaitis, Assistant Principal 
Šniečkienė, and Chairwomas of the Pilviškiai District, (Mrs.) Krini-
cinienė. They were all set to "educate" (Mrs.) Trimirkienė. 

First, (Mrs.) Trimirkienė asked why she had been summoned 
and what her son, Second Class student Virginijus Trimirka, had 
done. " D i d he kill someone? Steal something? Get drunk?" T h e 
mother, hearing the reply that her son was a good, well-behaved pupil, 
and serves at the altar, (Mrs.) Trimirkienė replied that it was time for 
them, too, to think about eternity. Seeing that (Mrs.) Trimirkienė 
was an intelligent Catholic who would not submit to atheistic 
"education", they began threatening her that they would summon 
the militia, and warning that if she continued to organize the proces
sion, she would be liable to criminal proceedings. 

Kybartai 
On May 10, 1983, Vilkaviškis Rayon Executive Committee Vice 

Chairman Juozas Urbonas came to the K. Donelaitis Middle 
School in Kybartai. T h e purpose of his visit was to explain to the 
students o f c lasses 8 - 1 1 that i n the U S S R rel ig ion real ly i s 
free, and that the pastor of the parish in Kybartai, Father Sigitas 
Tamkevičius, had been rightly brought to just ice according to 
L S S R Criminal Code Article 63 . Id, for libeling and denigrating 
the Soviet system by preaching libelous sermons. 
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Beginning his lecture, Urbonas asked the pupils to hear him out, 
and only then to present questions. He emphasized that in other 
institutions where he had spoken, believers had interrupted him 
with their comments and questions. 

Urbonas presented a few exerpts from a sermon by Father 
Tamkevičius. In one of them, he tells how during his seven years of 
ministry in Kybartai, the number of young people attending 
church has significantly risen. Urbonas said that this was an exerpt 
from this year's Palm Sunday sermon and with a wry smile 
added: 

"You yourselves can probably attest that that is a lie. During 
this time, the number of young people attending church has 
decreased even more." A subdued wave of disapproving comments 
rolled across the audience. This lie by Urbonas was a little too obvious. 

He then cited a sermon given at Easter, which spoke of three 
crosses burdening the Catholic Church in Lithuania: 

A. T h e Church in Lithuania has been deprived of all its rights 
and freedoms. 

B. Through the so-called Committees of Twenty , the govern
ment interferes directly in the administration of the Church. 

C. Those who struggle for freedom of religion are persecuted, 
interrogated and imprisoned. 

"Bel ievers may pray freely, but Tamkevičius wants to see the 
Church like it was during the bourgeois period or the facist 
occupation! In the U S S R , the Church is separated from the state, 
but believers may pray in freedom. What other freedoms are needed 
h e r e ? " Urbonas asked during his discourse 

"Also, Tamkevičius gathers signatures in the house of prayer! 
Anyone is allowed to petition, but only individually. There can be 
no collective petitions. Even you can write personally to whomever 
you wish — the Pope, Andropov, or even me," the lecturer 
further declared. 

"We warned Tamkevičius many times, and even asked him very 
politely to cease those activities. But as you see, the vessel of our 
patience has overflowed," Urbonas ended his talk. 

After he had finished speaking, the pupils submitted many 
questions: 

" I f you say that you do not interfere in the internal canonical 
affairs of the Church, then why do you say that the assistant at our 
parish, Father Jonas Matulionis, is no priest, but a 'singer by 
nature'? After all, it is not your place to judge whether he is a true 
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priest or not. He has finished the seminary extension courses, and 
has been ordained a priest by a bishop." 

Urbonas explained that they do not acknowledge the ex
tension seminary. 

"Then why do you yourselves force me to be a hypocrite, pres
suring me to join the Pioneers or Communist Youth Organization?" 

"You cannot be forced in any way. If teachers occasionally 
reprimand or warn, it is only because their patience is limited." 

In answer to the question why Father Alfonsas Svarinskas' friends 
and relatives were not allowed into the courtroom during the trial 
and why no one but Communist Party representatives sitting 
there, Urbonas replied that every auditorium has a certain number 
of square feet of space, and can hold only a certain number of people, 
as long as there is room. Besides, if the believers had been 
sitting in the auditorium, they would doubtlessly have heard the 
statements of the accused and of the accuser, and would have been 
interested in transmitting incorrect information. 

"Why have the KGB agents interrogated us so many times, 
even trying to recruit one girl?" 

"Why did the teacher expell me from school for not wearing 
the kerchief, and calling my parents facists and bourgeoisie, and 
telling them to emigrate?" 

To those questions, Urbonas could give no concrete answer. He 
tried to cover up by saying that those were just run-of the mill lapses in 
discipline by teachers. 

"Then perhaps the Rayon Education Department could consider 
the teachers' conduct?" asked on girl. However, Urbonas did not 
answer the question 

T H E CHURCH IN T H E SOVIET R E P U B L I C S 

Byelorussian SSR 

Pelesa (Varanovo R a y o n , District of Gardinas). 
In 1962, the Soviet government demolished the steeple of the 

church in Pelesa, and converted the church itself into a grain elevator. 
For this viable Lithuanian parish, it was an unspeakable pain and 
a festering wound, because the residents of Pelesa had erected this 
noble church with their bare hands and their own funds. Disbeliev
ing that the government would restore the church to the faithful, 
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the people of Pelesa nevertheless tried to get the ear of the highest 
government agencies. This is an example of special deafness on 
the part of the government: 

Since 1976, the people of Pelesa have sent thirty-three 
petitions to Moscow and Minsk. The first time, twenty of the faithful 
signed a petition to the Deputy for Religious Affairs in Minsk; and 
the second time, to Moscow, six hundred of the faithful. T h e 
response was, "We do not forbid you to pray in neighboring 
churches: in Polish, in Rodūnė (the furthermost villages being 25 
km away), and in Lithuanian in Dubičiai (30 or more km away)." 
To other petitions they would not reply, or they would repeat 
the same answer. 

In 1983, the church as a warehouse was empty. In the center of 
Pelesa, and Bolcheska (the communal farm center), are great ware
houses with capacities of up to one million tons of grain, and these 
warehouses have not been completely full, while in the church they 
stored just a couple of tons of grain. Since March 1 there has been no 
grain in the church. 

In August, 1982, Religious Affairs Commissioner of Byelo
russia, A. Kiziuk, and Executive Committee Vice Chairman N. Kuz-
mičius of Varanovo Rayon, visited the Bolcheska Communal Farm 
Center. Kiziuk told the people assembled that it was not worth 
going to Minsk concerning the return of the church, since, he, him
self, would absolutely not return it. Kuzmičius presenting the petition 
written by the residents of Pelesa, attacked it, saying that the facts 
were distorted in it, and he demanded that they show him their 
signatures. 

During the meeting, (Mrs.) Petronė Mindžiulienė, (Mrs.) Marija 
Reginienė, (Miss) Jane Valiukevičiūtė and (Mrs.) Marija Kruopie-
nė acted especially courageously. T h e women demanded that he read 
the petition out loud, in its entirety, show what was incorrect 
and what did not match reality. 

Then Kuzmičius accused Marija Kruopienė of organizing 
petitions and of organizing a riot during a meeting in Pelesa a couple 
of years previously, when all the people furiously attacked govern
ment representatives demanding that they return the church. 

At the end of the meeting, Rayon Executive Committee Vice 
Chairman, Kuzmičius, affirmed that the church in Pelesa belongs to 
the government, and not to the believers, and as long as the 
Soviet Union survives, lie believers will not get the church back. 

Deciding that their requests and complaints to government 
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agencies were doing no good, the people, prior to the Feast of All 
Saints, 1982, erected a small chapel in the Pelesa Cemetery, where 
they gathered in large number of common prayer, October 29, 30, 
31 and November 1. 

During the Feast of All Saints, there were about 300 people. 
Even though there was no priest, the people themselves recited the 
rosary for the dead, and singing in solemn procession, with candles, 
they prayed for all the dead, and all those defenders of this country, 
slain for national and religious freedom,buried in that cemetery. 

Even though no one held Mass in the chapel, still, a beautiful 
little altar was set up there. In the chapel, they used to keep the dead; 
a couple were brought all the way from Lyda. Leaving the deceased 
in the chapel, the people used to be able to go to some church for 
Holy Mass and pray for the deceased. 

However, the Rayon Executive Committee Vice Chairman, N. 
Kuzmičius, summoning Chairman J. Kanevičius of the Committee of 
Twenty, ordered the chapel demolished, and a 50 ruble fine to be paid, 
and to tell who had organized the building of the chapel. Only after 
repeated summonses to the rayon. J. Kunevičius (sic), inviting A. 
Baicevičius and A. Stankevičius, demolished the chapel. 

In 1982, on the site of the Vytautas Memoria l , the youth 
erected an emblem of the sun, as a reminder that all the people of this 
village were supposed to ignite a sun in each of their hearts, so 
they would be firm guardians of religion and Lithuanianism. 

After the war, at the crossroads in the Village of Dubiniai, stood 
a memorial to Vytautas, and in the Villages of Pelesa and Dubiniai— 
sixteen beautiful crosses. In 1964, they demolished the memorial, cut 
down all the crosses and, taking them to Varlių Forest, burned 
them. 

In 1982, on the site of the Vytautas Memorial, the youth 
erected an emblem of the sun, as a reminder that all the people 
of this village were supposed to ignite a sun in each of their hearts, so 
they would be firm guardians of religion and Lithuanianism. 

As of September 1, 1968, Lithuanian-language teacher, (Miss) 
Ona Babarskytė, was transferred from Prienai Rayon to the eight-year 
school in Pelesa. Up until the assignment of this teacher, a good 
Lithuanian scholar, Admundas Mažeika, had taught here, until the 
Department of Education removed him for "not passsing the 
certification". 

Ona Babarskytė, instead of preparing better for her classroom 
work, and brushing up on her methodology, walks about from yard to 
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yard pressuring the local Lithuanians, spying to see what sort of 
visitors come from Lithuania, to see whom and what they do, and the 
like. Meantime, in school, the pupils of the 6th and 7th Classes not only 
are unable to recite a single Lithuanian verse, but they can hardly 
read an easy booklet. Therefore, Teacher Ona Babarskytė was most 
likely sent, not to teach children their native language, but to 
assist in eliminating Lithuanianism in the country. 

CORRECTION 
In the Chronicle of the Catholic Church, Number 55, in the 

section " I n the Soviet School", there was a news item that when 
Pakiršinis Elementary School Teacher, (Mrs.) Ona Adomaitienė, 
ordered those attending church to stand, the whole class stood up. 

T h e source of that news item wishes to make the correction that 
it was not the whole class that stood up, but only all those who go to 
church. 

LITHUANIANS, DO NOT F O R G E T 

Father Alfonsas Svarinskas 
Father Sigitas Tamkevičius 
Jadvyga Bieliauskienė 
Sergei Kovale v 
Anastazas Terleckas 
Julius Sasnauskas 
Povilas Pečeliūnas 

Docent Vytautas Skuodis 
Mečislovas Jurevičius 
Vytautas Vaičiūnas 
Balys Gajauskas 
Gintautas Iešmantas 
Viktoras Petkus 
Algirdas Statkevičius. 

and others wear the chains of imprisonment so that you might be able 
to live and believe in freedom! 
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TO H E L P T H E CHURCH IN COMMUNIST-OCCUPIED 
LITHUANIA OR TO OBTAIN F U R T H E R INFORMATION, 
SEND YOUR T A X - E X E M P T DONATION, OR WRITE TO: 

Lithuanian Catholic Religious Aid, Inc. 
351 Highland Boulevard 
Brooklyn, NY 11207 
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