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H A I L T H E H E R O E S O F C H U R C H A N D N A T I O N ! 

O n D e c e m b e r 2 , last year, w e c o m m e m o r a t e d t h e 101st b i r t h d a y o f o n e 
o f t h e m o s t o u t s t a n d i n g m e m b e r s o f t h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h i n L i t h u a n i a , o n e o f 
o u r f o r e m o s t m e n o f sc ience, a n d ci t izens, P r a n a s Dovydai t i s . T h e c o m m e m o r a ­
t ion w a s h e l d a t t h e C a r m e l i t e C h u r c h i n K a u n a s . T h e p r e a c h e r d e s c r i b e d i n 
d e p t h t h e mul t i - face ted activit ies o f P r a n a s Dovydai t i s , his service t o t h e 
C a t h o l i c C h u r c h a n d t o L i t h u a n i a n s c i e n c e . 

Dovydai t i s , by h a r m o n i z i n g his p u b l i c a n d scientif ic e n d e a v o r s wi th 
t h e t r u t h s o f C h r i s t ' s G o s p e l , b e c a m e a n e x a m p l e t o u s L i t h u a n i a n s , a g u i d i n g 
s ta r for all walks of life. H i s d i rect ives a n d advice to t h e t e a c h e r s of L i t h u a n i a 
a n d t h e s h a p e r s o f h e r c u l t u r e have n o t lost t h e i r r e l e v a n c e t o this day. 

O n J a n u a r y 27 ,1988, d u r i n g evening services i n t h e c h u r c h o f P r i e n a i , 
P r o f e s s o r A n t a n a s M a c e i n a w a s m e m o r i a l i z e d . S u c h c o m m e m o r a t i o n s a r e 
g r a d u a l l y b e c o m i n g t r a d i t i o n a l . I t i s m o s t r e g r e t t a b l e t h a t t h e a v e r a g e l i s tener 
o r r e a d e r i n L i t h u a n i a d o e s n o t have t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o invest igate t h e l i terary 
a n d p h i l o s o p h i c a l legacy of A n t a n a s M a c e i n a . T h i s i s a g r e a t loss for e v e r y o n e , 
b u t especia l ly for t h e y o u n g e r g e n e r a t i o n . Such c o m m e m o r a t i o n s m a k e i t p o s ­
sible t o b e c o m e m o r e familiar with o n e o f t h e m o s t significant a n d c r e a t i v e 
m i n d s in C h r i s t i a n phi losophy, not only in L i t h u a n i a , b u t in all o f W e s t e r n 
E u r o p e . 

A l s o b e c o m i n g t r a d i t i o n a l a r e c o m m e m o r a t i o n s o f t h e B l e s s e d 
A r c h b i s h o p Jurg i s M a t u l a i t i s , n o t only i n M a r i j a m p o l ė ( H e a d q u a r t e r s o f t h e 
M a r i a n C o n g r e g a t i o n w h i c h B l e s s e d Jurg i s r e f o r m e d . N o w k n o w n a s K a p s u k a s 
— T r a n s . N o t e ) , b u t in o t h e r c h u r c h e s o f L i t h u a n i a a s well. On J a n u a r y 30-31, 
1988, s u c h a n impress ive c o m m e m o r a t i o n t o o k p l a c e i n t h e C a r m e l i t e C h u r c h 
in K a u n a s . I t i s g o o d t h a t p r e a c h e r s a r e c o n s t a n t l y revea l ing to t h e faithful ever 
n e w t ra i t s o f t h e c h a r a c t e r a n d activity o f B l e s s e d Jurg i s , especia l ly in t h e f ie ld 
of p a s t o r a l activity. 

I n p u b l i c a n d pol i t ical life, t h e w o r d s t a g n a t i o n h a s b e c o m e 
fash ionable . W h o k n o w s b u t t h a t this w o r d f i t s u s Cathol ics . . . A s l o n g a s w e w e r e 
longing for t h e beat i f icat ion o f A r c h b i s h o p M a t u l a i t i s , his n a m e w a s r e p e a t e d 
in a l m o s t every M a s s . N o w t h a t t h e goal h a s b e e n a t t a i n e d - s i lence. I t i s e s s e n ­
tial to be a w a r e o f t h e fact t h a t a L i t h u a n i a n , o u r fellow c o n t r y m a n a n d c o m ­
p a n i o n (for s o m e of us, actual ly a c o n t e m p o r a r y ) , o u r sp i r i tua l g u i d e , 
A r c h b i s h o p J u r g i s M a t u l a i t i s , c a n b e o u r i n t e r c e s s o r i n all m a t t e r s b e f o r e t h e 
T h r o n e o f G o d . 

T h e life a n d activity of A r c h b i s h o p M a t u l a i t i s i s a p r o o f t h a t e v e n in 
t h e s e difficult t i m e s of g o v e r n m e n t a t h e i s m , i t i s poss ib le a n d essent ia l to r e m a i n 
loyal t o t h e C h u r c h o f Chr i s t , t o t h e G o s p e l h e p r o c l a i m e d . I f w e wish t o b u i l d 
r a t h e r t h a n wreck, we must b u r n like a c a n d l e on t h e a l t a r o f t h e L o r d , follow­
ing t h e e x a m p l e o f A r c h b i s h o p J u r g i s M a t u l a i t i s , i n s t e a d of s m o l d e r i n g l ike 
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a s h e s in wor ld ly m e e t i n g hal ls . 
O n F e b r u a r y 5 ,1988, i n t h e C h u r c h o f R u d a m i n a , a c o m m e m o r a t i o n 

o f t h e s e c o n d a n n i v e r s a r y o f t h e d e a t h o f F a t h e r J u o z a s Z d e b s k i s t o o k p l a c e . 
P a r t i c i p a t i n g w e r e H i s E x c e l l e n c y B i s h o p Ju l i jonas S t e p o n a v i č i u s , m a n y o f t h e 
la te F a t h e r Z d e b s k i s ' s k i n d r e d spir i ts f rom a m o n g clergy a n d laity, a n d o f 
c o u r s e , as always in s u c h a case , a g r o u p of o b s e r v e r s f rom t h e a the i s t ic govern­
m e n t . B i s h o p S t e p o n a v i č i u s a n d t h e pr ie s t s w h o p r e a c h e d t o o k a fresh look a t 
m a n y o f t h o s e p r o b l e m s a n d tasks w h i c h always p r e o c c u p i e d t h e la te F a t h e r 
Z d e b s k i s . 

F o r i n s t a n c e , h o w t o r e m a i n c o m p l e t e l y faithful t o t h e C h u r c h w h i c h 
C h r i s t e s tab l i shed, t h e G o s p e l H e p r o c l a i m e d , even i n t h e s e t i m e s s o u n ­
favorable to re l ig ion; n a t i o n a l moral i ty ; h e r o i c love o f n e i g h b o r , e t c . In a c c o r d 
wi th t h e s e , F a t h e r Z d e b s k i s a r r a n g e d his activit ies a s m a n a n d a s pr ies t . T h e ex­
a m p l e of F a t h e r Z d e b s k i s i s a u n i q u e i n s t a n c e of c o n t e m p o r a r y C a t h o l i c a c t i o n . 

H i s ability to m a s t e r s u c h a w i d e r a n g e of a l t ruis t ic activit ies is very 
a p p e a l i n g . "Everyth ing t a k e s effort," he often u s e d to say, "effort a n d p r a c t i c a l 
char i ty . T h i s i s t h e sign by w h i c h disc ip les of Chr i s t will be known." 

Af ter t h e g r a v e s t o n e w a s b lessed, all sang, "Marija, Marija," "Lietuva 

brangi" a n d "Lietuva tėvynė mūsų" (A p o p u l a r M a r i a n hymn, a p a t r i o t i c h y m n 
a n d t h e n a t i o n a l a n t h e m o f I n d e p e n d e n t L i t h u a n i a . — T r a n s . N o t e ) A t F a t h e r 
Z d e b s k i s ' s grave, R o b e r t a s G r i g a s s p o k e i n t h e n a m e o f t h e y o u n g p e o p l e . H e 
invited t h e m t o s u p p o r t t h e E u c h a r i s t i c m o v e m e n t actively a n d , b y t h e i r p e r ­
s o n a l e x a m p l e t h r o u g h self-sacrificing love o f C h r i s t a n d C h u r c h , t o c o n t r i b u t e 
t o t h e s p e e d i e r r e s u r r e c t i o n o f t h e n a t i o n . 

P e o p l e sent b y t h e g o v e r n m e n t t r i e d t o d i s t u r b t h e o r d e r l i n e s s o f t h e 
c o m m e m o r a t i o n , b u t n o t a s ingle p e r s o n s h o w e d u p i n the i r m i d s t w h o w o u l d 
d a r e t o s t a n d u p a n d b e c o u n t e d . T h e only th ing h e a r d was b e h i n d - t h e - s c e n e s 
cr i t ic i sm o f e a c h o t h e r , "Why d i d ' t you s p e a k u p ? " , e t c . T h e y c o n t e n t e d t h e m ­
selves wi th t h e u s u a l p h o t o g r a p h i n g o f p a r t i c i p a n t s a n d t h e r e c o r d i n g o f l icense 
n u m b e r s . 

A c o m m e m o r a t i o n of t h e f i f t ieth anniver sary of t h e d e a t h of M s g r . 
A d o m a s J a k š t a s - D a m b r a u s k a s was held in t h e light of events of F e b r u a r y 16. 
Services t o o k p l a c e in t h e C a t h e d r a l o f K a u n a s F e b r u a r y 2 1 . A s t a t e of u n ­
d e c l a r e d w a r w a s still in effect in t h e city. T h e services a n d the i r p a r t i c i p a n t s 
w e r e closely w a t c h e d b y K G B a g e n t s . D u r i n g t h e services, t w o s e r m o n s w e r e 
p r e a c h e d : o n e b y B i s h o p J u o z a s Pre ikšas , a n d t h e o t h e r b y t h e r e c t o r o f t h e 
s e m i n a r y i n K a u n a s , F a t h e r V i k t o r a s B u t k u s . 

B i s h o p P r e i k š a s e x p l o r e d i n d e p t h t h e w o r k o f M s g r . J a k š t a s -
D a m b r a u s k a s , his g r e a t c o n t r i b u t i o n t o L i t h u a n i a n c u l t u r e , t o p u b l i c life a n d t o 
t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f re l ig ious c o n s c i o u s n e s s . 

Af ter t h e services, t h e faithful a s s e m b l e d a t his grave p r a y e d t o g e t h e r , 
r e c i t e d p o e t r y a n d s a n g h y m n s . A t t h e e n d , t h e n a t i o n a l a n t h e m o f I n d e p e n d e n t 
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Demonstrators on February 16, 1988, in Vilnius. 

Li thuan i a was sung. 

T h i s year o f 1988 was unusua l for ou r na t ion . On F e b r u a r y 1 6 , 1 9 1 8 , 

t ak ing a d v a n t a g e of his tor ical c i r cums tances , L i thuan ia was ab le to p r o c l a i m it­

self as a sovere ign s ta te . F e b r u a r y 16 m a r k e d seventy years s ince this h is tor ica l 

fact, ines t imably p r e c i o u s to every L i t huan i an . O u r na t ion i s sub juga ted , bu t t h e 

d e s i r e for f r e e d o m lives; i t manifes ts itself F e b r u a r y 16 every year , on hol idays 

spec ia l to o u r na t ion , a n d especial ly this jub i l ee year . 

Th i s year , t h e g o v e r n m e n t a the is ts , in the i r p r o p a g a n d a activit ies, have 

publ ic ized this d a t e as never be fo re . Wel l be fo re t he jub i l ee , in r e p u b l i c a n d 

rayon n e w s p a p e r s a n d magaz ines , c o l u m n s a p p e a r e d vying with e a c h o t h e r in 

ange r , a n d no t infrequent ly , in ca lumny. Nor d id television or r a d i o s l u m b e r . 

H e r e , all t hose w h o in any way u r g e d a c o m m e m o r a t i o n of F e b r u a r y 16, w e r e 

e a c h t a k e n to task several t imes a day. Spec ia l ob jec t s of ange r w e r e P r e s i d e n t 

o f t he U.S .A. , R o n a l d R e a g a n a n d W e s t e r n r a d i o b r o a d c a s t s . 

In factor ies a n d offices, w o r k e r s w e r e fo rced to sign a d o c u m e n t saying 

tha t they wish to live within t he U.S.S .R. forever. In ci t ies a n d towns , c o m p u l ­

sory m e e t i n g s w e r e he ld agains t t he c o m m e m o r a t i o n of F e b r u a r y 16 (in s o m e 

cases , pa r t i c i pan t s w e r e even p r o m i s e d m o n e t a r y p r i zes ) ; s t u d e n t s a n d schoo l 

ch i l d r en w e r e p r e s s u r e d t o a t t ack P r e s i d e n t R o n a l d R e a g a n o f t h e U.S .A. , a c ­

cus ing h im of in ter fer ing in t he in te rna l affairs of t he "Union", a n d s h o u t i n g in-
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cessant ly, "Wc a r c annoyed!" " W h o gave t h e o rgan ize r s of F e b r u a r y 16 the 

r ight?" "We will no t s t and for c o m m e m o r a t i o n s of F e b r u a r y 16!" 

G o v e r n m e n t officials, factory a n d office d i r ec to r s , forget t ing r e s t r u c ­

tu r ing a n d d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n , t h r e a t e n e d d iss ident individuals a s neve r be fo re 

wi th S ta l in -e ra r ep re s s ion : d e m o t i o n , expuls ion from w o r k ( cu t t ing back of 

jobs ! ) , t r u n c h e o n s a n d dep r iva t ion o f f r eedom. 

M o r e act ive a n d nat ional ly soph i s t i ca t ed L i t h u a n i a n s h a d t o b e sent 

t o o t h e r r epub l i c s on ass ignment , a n d t h e r e w e r e m a n y warn ings h a n d e d out i n 

t he offices of t h e K G B , militia, a n d local p r o c u r a t o r s . P lac ing f lowers on t he 

g raves of f reedom-f igh te r s is t r e a t e d as a t e r r ib l e offense agains t t he Soviet 

g o v e r n m e n t . All tha t i s we l l -known to t hose living in t h e Soviet U n i o n , a n d m o r e 

t h a n o n e has e x p e r i e n c e d i t personal ly . 

T h e b i s h o p s o f L i t huan i a w e r e w a r n e d by the P r e s i d i u m of t he 

S u p r e m e Soviet c o n c e r n i n g F e b r u a r y 16; p r i e s t s a n d m e m b e r s o f c h u r c h c o m ­

mi t t ees , by Rayon Execut ive C o m m i t t e e s ( A l m o s t all t he pr ies t s of L i thuan ia 

w e r e pe r sona l ly visited by the rayon, a n d s o m e of t h e m even by Vilnius K G B ) . 

F o r a p p r o x i m a t e l y t en evenings p r e c e d i n g F e b r u a r y 16 in L i thuan ia , 

s o m e t h i n g a m o u n t i n g a lmos t to a mil i tary aler t began , wh ich las ted t en m o r e 

days after F e b r u a r y 16: in t he s t ree t s , in t he s q u a r e s a n d even in t he c e m e t e r i e s , 

mi l i t i a -men w e r e on du ty a n d auxiliary p o l i c e m e n from all agenc ie s w e r e as ­

s igned to assist t h e m , whi le above all, t he K G B closely m o n i t o r e d t h e s i tua t ion . 

T h e g o v e r n m e n t a the is ts , fear ing an a r o u s e d publ ic , i so la ted from the 

A u g u s t 23 d e m o n s t r a t i o n the m o r e active p a r t i c i p a n t s a n d o rgan i ze r s , p l ac ing 

t h e m u n d e r h o u s e a r res t . O t h e r Ca tho l i c activists w e r e r o u n d e d up i n t he s t r ee t s 

F e b r u a r y 16, a n d t a k e n to militia s ta t ions on the g r o u n d s that they w e r e suspi ­

c ious p e r s o n s . 

A n d still t he c o m m e m o r a t i o n s of the ann iversa ry took p l ace , closely 

assoc ia ted with t he C h u r c h this year , as never be fo re . In m a n y c h u r c h e s in 

L i thuan ia , beg inn ing Sunday , F e b r u a r y 14, services w e r e he ld for L i thuan ia . T h e 

m o r e zea lous pr ies t s p r e a c h e d s e r m o n s d e d i c a t e d especial ly t o the na t ion ' s an ­

niversary. L e d by the youth , t he faithful m a d e the W a y of t he C r o s s a n d said t he 

Angelus in t he c h u r c h e s after M a s s , reca l l ing t hose w h o gave the i r lives for t he 

i n d e p e n d e n c e o f L i t huan i a . 

In s o m e par i sh c h u r c h e s , the faithful o rgan ized a d o r a t i o n of t he 

B le s sed S a c r a m e n t t h r o u g h o u t t he day, p ray ing G o d ' s forgiveness for the 

na t ion ' s sins a n d begg ing H i s bless ing. Af te r services , t he na t iona l a n t h e m of 

I n d e p e n d e n t L i t h u a n i a was sung, as well as "Lietnva brangi" by M a i r o n i s a n d 

Naujel is . On this occas ion , in h o n o r o f t h o s e w h o sacrif iced a n d w o r k e d for t he 

na t ion ' s f r e e d o m , f lowers w e r e p l aced a t t he g rave of those w h o s igned the 

D e c l a r a t i o n of I n d e p e n d e n c e on F e b r u a r y 16, t he g raves of ou r fellow 

c o u n t r y m e n w h o d i ed for l iberty, and his tor ical m o n u m e n t s d e a r to t he na t ion 

( they w e r e immed ia t e ly t h r o w n away by K G B agen t s a n d mi l i t i amen on duly . ) 
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In t h e largest cit ies o f L i t h u a n i a , t h e a r m y was d r a w n u p , vans for h a u l i n g p e o p l e 
away w e r e c o n c e a l e d i n yards, m a s s e s o f K G B a n d milit ia w e r e o n d u t y wi th t h e 
a s s i g n m e n t of o p e r a t i o n a l l y tak ing c a r e of t h e s l ightest d e m o n s t r a t i o n . 

Bel ievers w e r e par t icu lar ly p a i n e d b y p a s t o r s w h o n o t only failed t o 
sus ta in the i r fellow c i t izens ' e n t h u s i a s m for c e l e b r a t i n g t h e jub i lee , b u t d i d n o t 
even a l low t h e m t o o r g a n i z e c h u r c h services for L i t h u a n i a o r t o s ing t h e n a t i o n ­
a l a n t h e m o f I n d e p e n d e n t L i t h u a n i a , urg ing t h e m i n s t e a d t o d i s p e r s e . T h i s w a s 
t h e c a s e in t h e C h u r c h o f V y t a u t a s in K a u n a s , St. G e o r g e in Šiauliai a n d Alytus 
II . 

E v e r y c o m m e m o r a t i o n of o u r h e r o e s i s t h e p e a l of a bell , p r e v e n t i n g 
us f rom b e c o m i n g oblivious to re l ig ious a n d n a t i o n a l spirit . J u s t a s t h e spir i t o f 
t h e first C h r i s t i a n s w a s the i r c o n s t a n t s u p p o r t u n d e r p e r s e c u t i o n , s o t h e c h i l d r e n 
o f L i t h u a n i a m u s t d r a w s t r e n g t h a n d p e r s e v e r e n c e f rom its saintly s o n s a n d 
d a u g h t e r s . 

F R O M T H E C O U R T R O O M 

K a p s u k a s 

On J a n u a r y 14,1988, in t h e K a p s u k a s City I n t e r n a l Affairs Divis ion, a 
c r i m i n a l c a s e w a s b r o u g h t against P e t r a s G r a ž u l i s , a n e m p l o y e e a t t h e c h u r c h 
in Sasnava . He w a s a c c u s e d o f d e l i b e r a t e l y avoiding mil i tary t r a i n i n g in t h e 
Soviet A r m y . 

A sess ion of t h e c o u r t s c h e d u l e d for J a n u a r y 26 d i d n o t t a k e p l a c e , b e ­
c a u s e o f t h r e e wi tnesses s c h e d u l e d to testify against G r a ž u l i s , t w o d i d n o t s h o w 
u p . T h e sess ion was p o s t p o n e d t o F e b r u a r y 2 . 

On F e b r u a r y 2 , re lat ives a n d several s c o r e f r iends o f P e t r a s G r a ž u l i s 
w e r e a d m i t t e d in to t h e c o u r t r o o m . T h e rest o f his f r iends w e r e forced t o f reeze 
o u t s i d e . T h e y w e r e closely w a t c h e d b y milit ia a n d K G B agents , w h o u r g e d t h e m 
from t i m e t o t i m e t o d i s p e r s e . T h e c r o w d was c o n s t a n t l y v i d e o t a p e d b y televis ion 
t e c h n i c i a n s especia l ly s u m m o n e d from L i t h u a n i a n television for t h e o c c a s i o n . 

T h e c o u r t c o n v e n e d a t 10:00 A . M . Z . Pečiul is , t h e P r e s i d e n t o f t h e 
C o u r t , b e g a n t h e sess ion b y q u e s t i o n i n g P e t r a s G r a ž u l i s : 

Q . " Y o u r s u r n a m e , n a m e a n d p a t r o n y m i c . " 
A . " P e t r a s G r a ž u l i s , son o f A n t a n a s . " 
Q . "Nat iona l i ty?" 
A . " L i t h u a n i a n . " 
Q . " C i t i z e n s h i p ? " 
A. "Cit izen of L i t h u a n i a . " 

Q. " N o t a c i t izen of t h e U.S.S .R.?" 
A . " N o ! " 
Q. "Par ty affi l iation?" 
A. "I am a C a t h o l i c . " 
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Q . " A r e you a n d r a f t e e ? " 
A. "I do n o t c o n s i d e r myself as a d r a f t e e in t h e Soviet Army." 
P e t r a s G r a ž u l i s r e s p o n d e d t o a c c u s a t i o n s against h i m r e g a r d i n g 

" d e l i b e r a t e " a v o i d a n c e o f mil i tary t r a i n i n g in his J a n u a r y 1988 O p e n L e t t e r to 
U.S.S.R. D e f e n s e M i n i s t e r Yazov : 

" H a v i n g r e c e i v e d a s u m m o n s f rom t h e K a p s u k a s City C o m m i s s a r t o 
r e p o r t J a n u a r y 5 ,1988, for t h r e e m o n t h s o f spec ia l t ra in ing, I u n d e r s t o o d t h a t 
t h e y h a d b e g u n to p r e p a r e for F e b r u a r y 16. T h i s i s a K G B a r r a n g e m e n t , so I 
re fused to go for this t ra in ing . I re fused a l so for t h e r e a s o n s given b e l o w : 

" 1 . Bel ievers a r e p e r s e c u t e d b y t h e s t a t e ; F a t h e r s Al fonsas Svar inskas 
a n d Sigitas T a m k e v i č i u s a r e i n p r i s o n ; B i s h o p Ju l i jonas S t e p o n a v i č i u s , b a n i s h e d 
for twenty-six years n o w to Ž a g a r ė , i s not a l l o w e d to funct ion as a b i s h o p . M a n y 
c h u r c h e s have b e e n conf i sca ted from t h e faithful a n d d e s e c r a t e d . A p a r t i c u l a r ­
ly g r e a t injust ice w a s d o n e to t h e faithful by conf iscat ing t h e C r a d l e of 
L i t h u a n i a n Chris t iani ty , t h e C a t h e d r a l o f Vilnius, a n d t u r n i n g i t i n t o an art gal­
lery, a n d conf i scat ing t h e C h u r c h o f L i t h u a n i a ' s only saint, Sa int C a s i m i r , a n d 
es tab l i sh ing in it a M u s e u m of A t h e i s m . 

" H o w c a n you still r e q u i r e t h a t a be l iever d e f e n d t h e affairs of s u c h a 

s t a t e ? 
"2. T h e d e m a n d s w h i c h I set forth in my p e t i t i o n of N o v e m b e r 23 a r e 

m e r e d r e a m s a n d i l lusions. T h e r e i s n o h o p e t h a t i n t h e Soviet A r m y , c o n s i d e r a ­
t ion b e given t o t h e r ights o f be l ievers . T h e r e a r e g r o u n d s for t h i n k i n g t h a t d u r i n g 
t ra in ing, I c o u l d sur rept i t ious ly be d o n e away with. 

"This in tu i t ion i s c a u s e d by t h e s u s p i c i o u s c i r c u m s t a n c e s o f t h e d e a t h 
o f t w o y o u n g m e n w h o d i s t i n g u i s h e d t h e m s e l v e s a n d s t o o d o u t f rom o t h e r s b y 
t h e i r e n l i g h t e n e d n a t i o n a l i s m , the i r d e c e n t c o n d u c t , a n d d e e p faith. T h i s w a s 
t h e m u r d e r of R i č a r d a s Griškai t i s , a r e s i d e n t of Kybar ta i , K o m j a u n i m o 36-54, 
b y h a n g i n g ( h e was b u r i e d i n Kybarta i , N o v e m b e r 6 , 1 9 8 7 ) . Also, t h e m u r d e r o f 
A n t a n a s Sv inkūnas, a r e s i d e n t of Alytus Rayon, Vi l lage of D a u g i r d a i . He w a s 
b u r i e d in Kr iokia laukis , N o v e m b e r 13,1987. 

"Allegedly, they h a n g e d themse lves , b u t having injuries a n d s t a b 
w o u n d s m a r k i n g the i r b o d i e s r a i s e d d o u b t s . S u i c i d e i s i n c o m p a t i b l e with C h r i s ­
t ian mora l i ty . S o m e sort o f u n s e e n force i s c o n c e a l i n g t h e t r u e cu lpr i t s . P e o p l e 
a r e saying o p e n l y that i t i s t h e w o r k of t h e K G B . 

" T h e faithful i n t h e Soviet A r m y a r e p e r s e c u t e d , a s wi tness t h e e x a m p ' . 
o f R o b e r t a s G r i g a s , sacr i s tan a t t h e c h u r c h i n Kiaukl iai . M o r e t h a n o n c e d u r i n g 
his t e r m of service, he was b e a t e n , t h r e a t e n e d with d e a t h , d u t y in Afghanis tan, 
a n d he w a s r i d i c u l e d . Suffering from dysentery, he was k e p t for four days in an 
i solat ion cell on a c e m e n t floor, a n d d e l i b e r a t e l y d e p r i v e d of t r e a t m e n t . A c c o r d ­
ing to his tes t imony, all this was not w i t h o u t t h e k n o w l e d g e of t h e K G B . 

" D u r i n g my own c o m p u l s o r y mil i tary service in P a d o l s k , 1977 - 1979, 
I was t h e vict im of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , a n d t h e y t h r e a t e n e d to t a k e c a r e of me i f I 
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publ ic ly p r o f e s s e d m y faith. M y rel ig ious b o o k s w e r e t a k e n away f rom m e . Dis­
c h a r g i n g me f rom N o n - C o m m i s s i o n e d Off icers ' school , they e x p l a i n e d t h a t a 
re l ig ious be l iever c a n n o t be a s e r g e a n t , so I was t r a n s f e r r e d to B r i a n s k , to t h e 
1270th V . S . O . L a b o r B a t t a l i o n . 

" T h e fact t h a t I w a s u n d e r c o n s t a n t surve i l lance in t h e a r m y I l e a r n e d 
f rom a fr iend, w h o , a s h e to ld m e himself, w a s ob l iged b y t h e K G B t o w a t c h m e . 
T h e r e w a s e v e n a n a t t e m p t o n m y life. 

"Sergei T r u s o v , r e c r u i t e d b y t h e K G B whi le serving i n t h e S a n i t a r y 
U n i t , u s e d t o b l u r t o u t t o m e while d r u n k t h a t i f I c o n t i n u e d t o be l ieve i n G o d 
a n d to serve in this way, I w o u l d n o t go h o m e . 

" E v e n after I r e t u r n e d f rom t h e Soviet A r m y , t h e p e r s e c u t i o n s d i d n o t 
a b a t e : b y s e a r c h e s , i n t e r r o g a t i o n s , a n d o t h e r m e t h o d s . F o r e x a m p l e , I w a s 
d e t a i n e d b y Alytus A u t o I n s p e c t i o n Chie f G r u s o k , a s a l legedly having b e e n in­
volved in a traffic a c c i d e n t . T h i s w a s a fa l sehood, s ince t h e r e w a s n e i t h e r a 
s m a s h e d c a r n o r a n in jured p e r s o n a t t h e I n t e r n a l Affairs D e p a r t m e n t . 

" T h e h i d d e n p u r p o s e o f m y b e i n g s u m m o n e d w a s t o a c c u s e m e o f 
profani ty a n d i n t e r f e r e n c e with t h e d e v o t i o n s of t h e faithful whi le I w a s col lect­
ing s i g n a t u r e s in t h e c h u r c h of Alytus I I , for t h e r e l e a s e o f p r i s o n e r s . W h a t n o n ­
sense , s ince I n e v e r u s e profanity, especial ly in c h u r c h . T h e r e w e r e a b o u t t w e n t y 
indiv iduals co l lec t ing s i g n a t u r e s w h o c o u l d wi tness t o t h a t . H o w e v e r , t h e j u d g e 
m u s t c a r r y o u t t h e i n s t r u c t i o n s o f t h e K G B unswervingly, s ince o t h e r w i s e , h e 
will suffer himself, s o P r e s i d e n t S a b e c k i s o f t h e H i g h C o u r t s e n t e n c e d m e t o t e n 
days in jai l . 

" I was a lso d e t a i n e d in Šakiai . T h e r e a s o n for t h e d e t e n t i o n — s u s p i c i o n 
for having p a r t i c i p a t e d in t h e burg la ry of a g a r a g e . H o w e v e r , d u r i n g t h e in ter­
r o g a t i o n , over two-and-a-hal f days, t h e Chie f of C r i m i n a l Inves t igat ion, a major , 
d i d n o t say a w o r d a b o u t t h e burg la ry of a g a r a g e . C a r r y i n g o u t s e a r c h e s of my 
p e r s o n , m y a u t o m o b i l e , a n d a fr iend, t h e y p r e s e n t e d n o w a r r a n t , n o r d i d they 
r e c o r d t h e s e a r c h e s . 

" D u r i n g t h e s e a r c h e s , they w e r e looking for texts wi th s i g n a t u r e s , a n d 
d u r i n g i n t e r r o g a t i o n , t h e y w a r n e d m e t h a t w e s h o u l d n o t col lect any m o r e sig­
n a t u r e s b e c a u s e this i s a c r i m e . As we see, e v e r y w h e r e t h e r e i s t r ickery, d e c e i t , 
a n d lying. A p p r e h e n d e d in o n e m a t t e r , I was i n t e r r o g a t e d in a c o m p l e t e l y dif­
fe rent o n e . To d i s s e m b l e a n d w o r k t h r o u g h t h e a g e n c y o f o t h e r s - this i s t h e 
K G B m e t h o d ! 

" In F e b r u a r y 1987,1 got to p a r t i c i p a t e in t h e anniver sary o f t h e d e a t h 
o f F a t h e r J u o z a s Z d e b s k i s . After t h e c o m m e m o r a t i o n , I d r o v e B i s h o p Ju l i jonas 
S t e p o n a v i č i u s t o Ž a g a r ė . W h e n t h e s t e e r i n g m e c h a n i s m o f t h e a u t o m o b i l e dis­
c o n n e c t e d , w e a lmost h a d a n a c c i d e n t . Try ing t o r e p a i r t h e defect, I n o t i c e d t h a t 
t h e o t h e r s t e e r i n g c a b l e h a d p a r t e d . S ince t h e r e a s o n t h e s t e e r i n g h a d p a r t e d 
w a s a d i s c o n n e c t e d n u t , i t was t h e o p i n i o n of specia l i s t s t h a t this c o u l d n o t h a v e 
h a p p e n e d o f itself, all t h e m o r e s ince t h e s teer ing o f t h e a u t o m o b i l e a n d t h e 
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b r a k e sys tem h a d b e e n c h e c k e d a c o u p l e o f days ear l ie r in t h e Alytus A u t o Ser­
vice. S o m e sor t o f m y s t e r i o u s evil forces h a d t r i e d to a r r a n g e this a c c i d e n t in 
t h e h o p e o f r i d d i n g t h e m s e l v e s o f B i s h o p Ju l i jonas S t e p o n a v i č i u s a n d myself. 

"All th i s is i n c o m p a t i b l e with any k ind of h u m a n i s m . I c a n n o t serve in 
t h e a r m y of a sys tem w h i c h m a k e s a t t e m p t s on t h e life a n d l iberty o f n a t i o n s a n d 
individuals . 

" 3 . O n e m o r e very s e r i o u s r e a s o n w h i c h I m e n t i o n e d in my p e t i t i o n o f 
N o v e m b e r 23 i s t h e o c c u p a t i o n of L i t h u a n i a c a r r i e d o u t in 1940. I t i s imposs ib le 
t o h i d e this s h a m e f u l M o l o t o v - R i b b e n t r o p P a c t k n o w n t h r o u g h o u t t h e w o r l d , 
a n d as l o n g as t h e Bal t ic S t a t e s a r e sub jugated, i t will always r e m i n d t h e w o r l d 
h o w t h e s e n a t i o n s ' jo ined ' t h e Soviet U n i o n . 

"So, t h e r e i s an a r m y of o c c u p a t i o n in L i t h u a n i a , a n d not t h e govern­
m e n t s u p p o r t e d b y it, n o r t h e c o u r t s n o r any o t h e r o r g a n i z a t i o n s e v i d e n c e jus­
t ice by the i r a c t i o n s b u t s imply car ry out t h e will o f t h e c o n q u e r o r . " (Text h a s 
b e e n s h o r t e n e d - E d . N o t e ) 

Af ter d e l i b e r a t i o n o n t h e case h a d f i n i s h e d , t h e a c c u s e d , P e t r a s 
G r a ž u l i s , w a s given t h e o p p o r t u n i t y to m a k e a f ina l s t a t e m e n t . G r a ž u l i s said, 
" W h a t c a n I say in my f inal s t a t e m e n t ? I shall s o o n h e a r your d e c i s i o n . I do n o t 
th ink t h a t i t will be just , s ince this is imposs ib le on t h e bas is of p r e s e n t - d a y laws 
w h i c h s h o u l d be r e n o u n c e d for all t ime. 

"As a C h r i s t i a n , I am sorry for you. P e r h a p s , you will be forced to act 
against your o w n free-will a n d c o n s c i e n c e . 

"I ask n o t h i n g of you. I only t rust in t h e L o r d , a n d c o m m e n d myself to 
prayers . " P e t r a s G r a ž u l i s t h a n k e d his p a r e n t s for t h e his faith a n d his b r o t h e r s , 
s isters, gues t s , a n d U . S . S e n a t o r M o y n i h a n , for the i r p r a y e r s a n d s u p p o r t . 

Af ter an h o u r ' s reces s , t h e dec i s ion o f t h e c o u r t w a s r e a d , in which 
P e t r a s G r a ž u l i s w a s c o n v i c t e d o f having c o m m i t t e d a c r i m e a c c o r d i n g to P a r . 
211 Id of t h e L.S.S.R. Criminal Code. He was given a s e n t e n c e of t e n m o n t h s in 
p r i s o n . 

Af ter t h e j u d g e m e n t h a d b e e n r e a d , G r a ž u l i s t r i e d t o a d d r e s s his 
f r iends in t h e c o u r t r o o m , inviting t h e m to c o m m e m o r a t e F e b r u a r y 16 with a t e n -
day fast, b u t s o m e m e n in civilian g a r b j u m p e d u p , twisted his a r m s a n d stifled 
his w o r d s . 

G r a ž u l i s w a s severa l t i m e s s t ruck i n t h e face. H i s n o s e b e g a n t o b l e e d . 
T h e secur i ty a g e n t s , seizing h i m b y t h e h a n d s a n d feet, c a r r i e d h i m o u t o f t h e 
c o u r t r o o m . 

L a t e r , d u r i n g a visit with his b r o t h e r s , F a t h e r s A n t a n a s a n d 
K a z i m i e r a s , P e t r a s G r a ž u l i s d e c l a r e d t h a t d u r i n g that s t ruggle, officials h a d 
u s e d s o m e sort o f c h e m i c a l s u b s t a n c e w h i c h r e n d e r e d h im u n c o n s c i o u s a n d ef­
fected his m i n d ( o n e s ide of his face a n d that eye w e r e r e d for several days) . 

Af ter t h e tr ial, milit ia b e g a n with G e r m a n S h e p h e r d d o g s t o " p r o t e c t " 
t h e f r iends o f P e t r a s G r a ž u l i s a s s e m b l e d in t h e s t ree t . N o t far away t h e r e w e r e 
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e v e n fire e n g i n e s wai t ing for t h e a l a r m . A K G B a g e n t in muft i i n d i c a t e d to t h e 
m i l i t i a m e n w h o , f rom a m o n g t h e g r o u p o f wai t ing p e o p l e , w e r e t o b e a r r e s t e d . 
I n this way, several o f t h e m o r e active p a r t i c i p a n t s i n t h e C a t h o l i c m o v e m e n t 
w e r e d e t a i n e d : t h e organis t o f G a r g ž d a i , B u m b u l i s ( la te r f ined 20 r u b l e s ) . 
H o u s e k e e p e r B r o n ė Vala i tytė f rom t h e r e c t o r y i n Sasnava, t h e sacr i s tan i n t h e 
p a r i s h i n G e r d a š i a i , G i n t a s Sakavičius, Šiauliai r e s i d e n t V i n c a s D a n i e l i u s a n d 
M a t u l a i t i s f rom K a p s u k a s , w e r e s e n t e n c e d t o fifteen days i n jai l . A n t a n a s D a p -
k u n a s , w h o c a m e to t h e tr ial f rom Alytus, w a s f ined 10 r u b l e s . 

Af ter t h e tr ial, i n p r o t e s t against t h e K G B ' s unjust a c t i o n against 
G r a ž u l i s , s i g n a t u r e s w e r e g a t h e r e d u n d e r a p e t i t i o n t o G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y G o r ­
b a c h e v o f t h e C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e o f t h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y o f t h e U.S.S .R. I n t h e 
p e t i t i o n , i t s ta tes , " W e a r e s h o c k e d b y t h e b r u t a l jud ic ia l t r e a t m e n t h a n d e d o u t 
t o t h e y o u n g C a t h o l i c m a n , P e t r a s G r a ž u l i s , F e b r u a r y 2 , 1988, i n t h e P e o p l e s ' 
C o u r t o f K a p s u k a s . G r a ž u l i s re fused to r e p o r t for spec ia l mil i tary exercise, ar­
guing t h a t his C h r i s t i a n c o n s c i e n c e d o e s not al low him to be a m e m b e r of an 
a r m y w h i c h i s s h e d d i n g i n n o c e n t b l o o d in Afghanis tan, w h i c h h a s o c c u p i e d his 
h o m e l a n d L i t h u a n i a , d e f e n d s a the i s t ic ideology a n d p e r s e c u t e s t h e C h u r c h . 

" T h e s t a t e m e n t o f t h e s e pr inc ip les , t h e c o u r t j u d g e d a s refusal t o r e p o r t 
for mil i tary exerc ises o u t of self-interest, w i t h o u t a s e r i o u s excuse." 

To r id icu le a p e r s o n ' s c o n s c i e n t i o u s beliefs, all t h e m o r e to a c c u s e of 
o p p o r t u n i s m a y o u n g m a n going t o pr i son, i s i n h u m a n e a n d a m o r a l . I n o t h e r 
social ist c o u n t r i e s , t h e possibil ity of a l te rnat ive service for indiv iduals u n a b l e to 
serve in t h e a r m y wi th w e a p o n in h a n d , for r e a s o n s o f c o n s c i e n c e or o t h e r 
re l ig ious convict ions, i s u n d e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n . We d e m a n d t h a t s u c h a possibi l i ty 
b e e s t a b l i s h e d i n t h e Soviet U n i o n , a n d that P e t r a s G r a ž u l i s b e f reed w i t h o u t 
delay. 

F e b r u a r y 3 , 1 9 8 8 
S i g n e d by: 

P r i e n a i - 909 Pilviškiai - 281 
Kalvari ja - 1 0 7 2 Sasnava - 1 3 9 

S i m n a s - 510 Lazdi ja i - 919 
Šakiai - 813 S k r i a u d ž i a i - 1 0 2 
Liudv inavas - 274 K a p s u k a s - 2585 
Veiver ia i - 91 K r o k i a l a u k i s - 344 

D a u k š i a i - 1 6 5 Kazlų R ū d a - 2 0 1 
Šiluva - 560 Alytus II - 3720 

Alytus I - 2 0 1 

P E T I T I O N S A N D P R O T E S T S 

T h e C a t h o l i c s o f L i t h u a n i a p r e s e n t e d t o t h e D e l e g a t i o n o f t h e I n t c r -
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na t iona l He l s ink i F e d e r a t i o n , visiting M o s c o w a t t he invi tat ion of t he gove rn ­

m e n t of t h e U.S .S .R . a t t he e n d of J a n u a r y 1988, this d o c u m e n t : 

Concerning the Plight of Believers in Lithuania 

T h e pl ight of be l ievers in t he U.S.S.R. , a n d by t h e s a m e t o k e n , in 

L i t h u a n i a which has b e e n a n n e x e d to t h e U.S.S.R. , i s d e t e r m i n e d by Soviet law 

in which , a lbei t f requent ly in d isguised fashion, i t is s t a t ed tha t in t h e U.S.S.R. , 

re l igion m u s t be r e n d e r e d i r re levant . A n d only b e c a u s e t he law i s of ten e x e c u t e d 

in s l ip -shod fashion, have be l ievers in t he Soviet U n i o n so far s u c c e e d e d in 

r e t a in ing s o m e of the i r pos i t ions . 

In t he P r e a m b l e to t he Cons t i t u t ion of t h e U.S.S.R. , i t s ta tes : "The 

highes t p u r p o s e of t h e Soviet s t a te is to a classless, C o m m u n i s t society. . . to 

d e v e l o p t h e m a n o f t he C o m m u n i s t socie ty . . . " 

In Pa r . 39, i t s ta tes : "Cit izens m a k i n g use of the i r r ights a n d f r e e d o m s 

m u s t no t in te r fe re with t he in te res t s of society a n d t h e state.. ." 

S ince t he m a n of C o m m u n i s t society i s exclusively a theis t , this m e a n s 

tha t t h e u s e of any r ights or f r e e d o m s in beha l f of re l igion is an in f r ingement of 

t h e Cons t i t u t ion . 

P a r . 25: "In t he Soviet U n i o n , t h e r e exists a n d is be ing p e r f e c t e d a s ingle 

sys tem of pub l i c e d u c a t i o n which i s a t t h e service of t he C o m m u n i s t e d u c a t i o n 

of t h e you th . . . " 

No r o o m i s left for be l ievers . T h o s e young p e o p l e w h o , by s o m e 

mi rac le , do no t s u c c u m b to a the is t ( C o m m u n i s t ) e d u c a t i o n , b e c o m e a t bes t , 

s e c o n d class c i t izens . 

F r e e d o m of c o n s c i e n c e in t he Cons t i tu t ion (Pa r . 52) , i s u n d e r s t o o d as 

"... t he r ight to p r a c t i c e re l ig ious cul ts or to ca r ry on a the is t ic p ropaganda . . . " . 

T h i s m e a n s that re l ig ion a n d re l igious be l ievers m a y be a t t a c k e d by all 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s m e d i a , a n d be l ievers c a n n o t d e f e n d themse lves , ca r ry o n 

c o u n t e r - p r o p a g a n d a , o r all t h e m o r e , re l igious p r o p a g a n d a . 

B a s e d on these a n d s imilar Cons t i tu t iona l g r o u n d s , h igh a n d mid- level 

g o v e r n m e n t o r g a n s a l low laws, o r d e r s a n d regu la t ions d i sc r imina t ing against 

be l ievers , a n d g o v e r n m e n t officials k n o w tha t in t he war against re l igion, i t is 

poss ib le to go t o o far, whi le no t to go t o o far is risky b e c a u s e i t i s poss ib le to 

lose o n e ' s pos t . 

T h e mos t obv ious d i sc r imina t ion agains t Ca tho l ics in L i t h u a n i a i s 

re f lec ted in t h e Regulations for Religious Associations, co n f i rmed by t h e 

P r e s i d i u m of t h e S u p r e m e Counc i l of t he U.S.S.R. , Ju ly 20 ,1976 , a n d still in ef­

fect. A r t . 17 of t he se d i rec t ives says, "Rel ig ious o rgan iza t ions do no t have t h e 

r ight to o rgan i ze spec ia l m e e t i n g s of ch i ld ren a n d youth , no r of w o r k e r s , l i terary 

o r o t h e r c i rc les o r g r o u p s having no c o n n e c t i o n with t he ea r r ing ou t o f p e r f o r m ­

ing w o r s h i p services." A r t . 18: "The t e a c h i n g of re l ig ion may be a l lowed only in 

sp i r i tua l schools o p e n a c c o r d i n g t o a c c e p t a b l e p r o c e d u r e . " 
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I n L i t h u a n i a , only o n e s u c h s c h o o l h a s b e e n a l lowed, wi th t h e n u m b e r 
o f s t u d e n t s strictly l i m i t e d b y t h e g o v e r n m e n t - - t h e K a u n a s I n t e r d i o c e s a n S e m i ­
nary. 

N o t only a r e t h e s e t w o p o i n t s in t h e Regulations d i s c r i m i n a t o r y , b u t so 
a r e all t h e o t h e r s . T h r o u g h o u t , "It i s f o r b i d d e n . I t i s f o r b i d d e n . I t i s forb idden. . . 
" H e n c e , an a b s o l u t e major i ty o f C a t h o l i c p r i e s t s in L i t h u a n i a h a v e a d d r e s s e d 
t o t h e g o v e r n m e n t a w r i t t e n a p p e a l i n w h i c h t h e y h a v e re fused t o c o n f o r m wi th 
t h e r e q u i r e m e n t s o f t h e s e Regulations. H o w e v e r , t h e g o v e r n m e n t h a s p a i d n o 
a t t e n t i o n to this, a n d officials, b a s i n g t h e m s e l v e s on t h e s e Regulations, c o n t i n u e 
t o d a y t o t e r r o r i z e t h e faithful a n d especia l ly rel igiously bel iev ing y o u t h . 

T h e r e s t r u c t u r i n g o f g o v e r n m e n t a t t i t u d e s h a s n o t t o u c h e d be l ievers . 
T h e laws r e m a i n t h e s a m e . T h e t e n d a n c y t o r e m o v e re l ig ion f rom life n o t only 
r e m a i n s b u t h a s b e e n fortified b y n e w urg ings b y G o r b a c h e v , a n d i n L i t h u a n i a , 
b y C o m m u n i s t P a r t y C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e S e c r e t a r y Griškev ič ius , t o s t e p u p t h e 
w a r aga ins t re l ig ion. 

T h i s year is a j u b i l e e year for t h e C a t h o l i c s of L i t h u a n i a - 600 y e a r s 
s ince t h e B a p t i s m o f L i t h u a n i a . O n this occas ion, t h e C a t h o l i c s o f L i t h u a n i a h a d 
h o p e d t o m e e t wi th t h e P o p e i n the i r o w n h o m e l a n d , especia l ly s ince t h e H o l y 
F a t h e r himsel f w i s h e d it. T h e " r e s t r u c t u r i n g " g o v e r n m e n t o f t h e U.S.S .R. d i d 
n o t a l low it. M a n y C a t h o l i c s o f L i t h u a n i a w i s h e d t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e j u b i l e e 
s o l e m n i t i e s a t t h e V a t i c a n . T h e Soviet g o v e r n m e n t , after p r o m i s i n g i n H e l s i n k i 
in 1975 to re lax r e s t r i c t i o n s on c o n t a c t s b e t w e e n p e o p l e o f v a r i o u s c o u n t r i e s , al­
l o w e d all o f e ight p e o p l e t o t ravel t o t h e V a t i c a n , after t h e K G B h a d w a r n e d 
t h e m h o w t h e y s h o u l d b e h a v e t h e r e . 

T o d a t e , c o n t r a r y t o t h e H e l s i n k i A c c o r d s , b r i n g i n g re l ig ious l i tera­
t u r e to L i t h u a n i a f r o m a b r o a d , or its p u b l i c a t i o n internal ly, i s f o r b i d d e n . 

W h a t "bu l ldozer a the i sm" ( T h i s i s w h a t t h e a the i s t s t h e m s e l v e s call t h e 
r a m p a g i n g o f t h e g o v e r n m e n t a the i s t s i n t h e U . S . S . R . ! ) h a s w r o u g h t d u r i n g t h e 
Soviet e r a i n L i t h u a n i a a n d c o n t i n u e s t o w r e a k even, n o w c a n b e r e a d i n t h e 
Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania. In this sole, a lbei t illegally 
p u b l i s h e d L i t h u a n i a n C a t h o l i c p e r i o d i c a l , m i s t a k e s ( w h i c h w o u l d s e e m un­
a v o i d a b l e i n t h e u n d e r g r o u n d c o n d i t i o n s ) s h o w u p a s a r a r e e x c e p t i o n . T h e 
Chronicle of the Catholic Church is avai lable at t h e L i t h u a n i a n M i s s i o n to t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s a n d t o t h e V a t i c a n a s well a s i n o t h e r c o u n t r i e s , i n Engl i sh, G e r ­
m a n , F r e n c h , a n d o t h e r l a n g u a g e s . 

We c o n s i d e r t h a t n o r m a l , act ive re l ig ious life in L i t h u a n i a will be p o s ­
sible only in t h e event t h a t t h e g o v e r n m e n t actively c h a n g e s its a t t i t u d e t o w a r d 
rel ig ion, b a s i n g i t on t h e law. 

L i t h u a n i a , N o v e m b e r , 1987 

H i s Excel lency, t h e B i s h o p of Vilnius, Ju l i jonas S t e p o n a v i č i u s - Ž a g a r ė 
F a t h e r J o n a s D a n y l a - Bijutiškis 
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F a t h e r J o n a s Z u b r u s - Kirde ik ia i 
F a t h e r Z e n o n a s Navickas - Saldut i šk i s 
F a t h e r R o k a s P u z o n a s - Kiaukl ia i 
F a t h e r K a z i m i e r a s G r a ž u l i s - Šiauliai 
F a t h e r G u s t a v a s G u d a n a v i č i u s - Ž a g a r ė 
F a t h e r E d m u n d a s A t k o č i ū n a s - K u r š ė n a i 
R o b e r t a s G r i g a s - Kiaukl ia i 
Nijolė S a d ū n a i t ė - Vi lnius 
L i u d a s S imut i s - K a u n a s 
P e t r a s P l u m p a - K u l a u t u v a 
Saul ius K e l p š a s - G a r l i a v a 
P e t r a s G r a ž u l i s - Sasnava 

T o : T h e G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y o f t h e C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e o f t h e C o m m u n i s t 
P a r t y o f t h e Soviet U n i o n , C o m r a d e M i k h a i l G o r b a c h e v 

C o p i e s t o : T h e B i s h o p s o f L i t h u a n i a 
F r o m : P r i e s t s o f L i t h u a n i a 

A Petition 

F o r s o m e t i m e now, t h e officials o f t h e Soviet g o v e r n m e n t have b e e n 
saying that new Regulations for Religious Associations a r e in p r e p a r a t i o n , to con­
f o r m with t h e Soviet g o v e r n m e n t ' s p r e s e n t pol icy o f r e s t r u c t u r i n g a n d 
d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n . 

W h e n t h e Regulations for Religious Associations in effect t o d a y w e r e 
b e i n g p r e p a r e d i n 1976, t h e b i s h o p s a n d p r i e s t s o f t h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h i n 
L i t h u a n i a r e q u e s t e d o f t h e Soviet g o v e r n m e n t t h a t t h o s e Regulations be c o o r ­
d i n a t e d wi th t h e Canon Law of t h e C h u r c h , so t h a t bel iev ing C a t h o l i c laity a n d 
clergy w o u l d b e ab le t o o b e y t h e m w i t h o u t v iolat ing the i r o w n c o n s c i e n c e s . 

H o w e v e r , t h o s e r e q u e s t s w e r e i gnored, a n d t h e Regulations o r d e r i n g 
re l ig ious life in o u r c o u n t r y w e r e d r a w n up exclusively by atheis t ical ly o r i e n t e d 
Soviet g o v e r n m e n t officials. So t h a t s u c h a p a r a d o x i c a l s i t u a t i o n n o t be r e p e a t e d 
this t i m e , w e c o m e t o you, G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y , r e q u e s t i n g you t o d i r e c t t h e at­
t e n t i o n of officials p r e p a r i n g t h e n e w Regulations to t h e Canon Law of t h e 
C h u r c h , t o i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o m m i t t m e n t s o f t h e U.S.S .R. a s s ignatory t o t h e U . N . 
Declaration of Human Rights, a n d to t h e Helsinki Final Accords. 

T h e Code of Canon Law ( C a n o n 211), ob l iga tes every be l iever to con­
t r i b u t e to t h e d i s s e m i n a t i o n of t h e F a i t h , t h a t is, o f t h e t e a c h i n g s o f sa lvat ion to 
all t h e n a t i o n s of t h e wor ld . T h e c u r r e n t Regulations for Religious Associations 

a n d t h e c o r r e s p o n d i n g p a r a g r a p h s i n t h e L i t h u a n i a n S.S.R. C o n s t i t u t i o n ( P a r . 
50 a n d 52), g u a r a n t e e t h e faithful only a fulfilling of the i r w o r s h i p ob l iga t ions , 
whi le n o n - b e l i e v e r s a r e g u a r a n t e e d t h e right o f c o n d u c t i n g a t h e i s t i c p r o p a g a n -
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da . 

Th i s is clearly i ncompa t ib l e with t he p r inc ip le of t he equa l i ty of all 

c i t izens, p r o c l a i m e d in t hose very cons t i tu t ions . T h e g o v e r n m e n t o f t he U.S .S .R . 

has ob l iga ted itself to a b i d e by this p r inc ip le in s igning the U . N . Declaration of 

Human Rights a n d t h e Helsinki Final Accords. 

Canon Law ( C a n o n s 213 a n d 278) u rges t h e faithful, laity a n d clergy, 

to j o in in o rgan iza t ions s u p p o r t i n g social jus t ice , a n d w o r k s of love of ne ighbor , 

for t h e p u r p o s e of deve lop ing devo t ion a n d Chr i s t i an living. T h i s r ight t he cur ­

r en t Regulations for Religious Associations (Pa r . 17 a n d 45) , do no t g r an t t he 

faithful. E a s t e r n R i t e Ca tho l ics a r e fo rb idden even to ca r ry out w o r s h i p se r ­

vices, or to g a t h e r in re l ig ious assoc ia t ions for tha t p u r p o s e . 

C h u r c h law ( C a n o n s 528 a n d 776) obl iges p a s t o r s to s h o w specia l con­

c e r n for t he e d u c a t i o n a n d ca tech iza t ion o f Ca tho l i c ch i ld ren a n d youth . C a n o n 

532 obl iges t h e m to assist p a r e n t s in the i r du ty of Chr i s t i an e d u c a t i o n . H o w the 

ca tech iza t ion of you th a n d ch i ld ren is to be c a r r i e d ou t is i nd i ca t ed in seven 

C a n o n s of t he C h u r c h ' s Canon Law ( C a n o n s 773-780) . 

T h e laws p r o m u l g a t e d by the s ta te forbid p r i e s t s o r ca tech is t s t r a i n e d 

for t h e p u r p o s e to t each ch i ld ren ca t ech i sm. T e a c h i n g the t ru ths of re l igion i s 

a l lowed only in "spiri tual schools , o p e n e d in the a p p r o p r i a t e manne r " , tha t is, 

theo log ica l s emina r i e s w h e r e only you th w h o have a t t a i n e d major i ty a r e a d ­

mi t t ed ( see Pa r . 17 a n d 18 of t h e Regulations for Religious Associations). 

T h e r ight to t e a c h ch i ld ren rel igion i s g r a n t e d only to p a r e n t s . A t h e i s ­

tic p a r e n t s , meanwhi l e , in h a n d i n g on the i r views to the i r ch i ld ren , a r e ab le to 

m a k e u s e of qual i f ied p r o p a g a n d i s t s of a t h e i s m a n d qual i f ied t e a c h e r s , as well 

as t he s u p p o r t of t h e pub l i c schools . Th i s i s c lear inequal i ty be fo re t h e law for 

be l ievers . 

Pr ies t s a n d lay ca techis t s , fulfilling t he se r ious du ty of ca tech iz ing 

ch i ld ren a n d youth , f ind themse lves in a s i tua t ion of conflict with laws p r o m u l ­

g a t e d by the Soviet g o v e r n m e n t . C a n o n 1374 of C h u r c h Canon Law says tha t 

t h o s e faithful w h o enro l l in o rgan iza t ions work ing agains t t h e C h u r c h , a r e to be 

p e n a l i z e d by a p p r o p r i a t e eccles ias t ical pena l t i e s , whi le t h o s e w h o actively s u p ­

p o r t t he work o f such organ iza t ions , d r a w u p o n themse lves t he eccles ias t ica l 

pena l ty of e x c o m m u n i c a t i o n . 

M e a n w h i l e , bel ieving schoo lch i ld ren a r e fo rced to enrol l in a the i s t i c 

pol i t ica l o rgan iza t ions f igh t ing agains t rel igion ( C o m m u n i s t Y o u t h , P i o n e e r s , 

a the i s t i c c i rc les) . 

Y o u n g m e n enro l l ing i n t he theologica l seminary , s o m e pr ies t s , a n d 

s o m e laity, a r e r e c r u i t e d t o b e c o m e wha t a m o u n t s t o o rgan iza t ions w o r k i n g 

agains t t h e C h u r c h - c o o p e r a t o r s with t he K G B . T h e c o n s c i e n c e s o f t h e faith­

ful a n d of t he younger g e n e r a t i o n a r e skewed by such p r e s s u r e s a n d r ec ru i t ing 

m e a s u r e s , thus t r ansg res s ing the Cons t i tu t iona l p r inc ip l e o f f r e e d o m of c o n ­

sc ience . 
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C h u r c h Canon Law ( C a n o n 529) obl iges p a s t o r s to k n o w t h e faithful 

e n t r u s t e d to t h e m , a n d to visit the i r families, bu t this t h e p r i e s t s a r e f o r b i d d e n 

to do by t h e c u r r e n t Regulations for Religious Associations ( P a r . 45) . N o t even 

b i s h o p s c a n n o t visit t he pa r i shes in the i r d ioceses wi thou t t he consen t of t h e civil 

g o v e r n m e n t . 

C h u r c h Canon Law d e t e r m i n e s tha t t he pa r i sh is d i r e c t e d , its affairs 

a r e a d m i n i s t e r e d , a n d i t i s r e p r e s e n t e d by the pas to r , with t h e ass i s tance of faith­

ful laity (532 a n d 537) . H o w e v e r , t he Regulations for Religious Associations, 

rat if ied by the s ta te , r e q u i r e tha t t h e par i sh be led only by a C o m m i t t e e of T w e n ­

ty, m a d e up ent i re ly of laity, o r t he assoc ia t ion ' s Execu t ive C o m m i t t e e , in w h o s e 

m a k e u p p r ies t s a r e fo rb idden to be i nc luded ( P a r . 11 a n d 13). Inc identa l ly , 

ne i the r t he g r o u p of twenty no r t he execut ive o r g a n of t he re l ig ious assoc ia t ion 

is g r a n t e d t h e s ta tus of a ju r id i ca l p e r s o n by s ta te law. 

Canon Law g r a n t s a pr ies t w h o h a s b e e n o r d a i n e d , a p p r o v e d by his 

b i s h o p , a n d no t s u s p e n d e d by C h u r c h au thor i t i e s , t he right a n d t h e du ty to 

p r e a c h a n y w h e r e in the wor ld ( C a n o n 762 a n d 764) . A pr ies t a p p r o v e d by his 

O r d i n a r y h a s t he right, a n y w h e r e ( a n d in t he case of a dying pa t i en t , even str ict 

du ty ) , o f h e a r i n g confess ions ( C a n o n 967) , a n d also, o f ho ld ing M a s s a n y w h e r e 

in t h e w o r l d ( C a n o n 903) . T h e c u r r e n t Regulations for Religious Associations 

( P a r . 19) limit "the a r e a of t he activity of min is te r s of cult a n d p r e a c h e r s to t h e 

p l ace w h e r e t he m e m b e r s o f t he re l igious assoc ia t ion serve by t h e m live". 

F o r assis t ing in pa r i shes o t h e r t h a n the i r own d u r i n g re l ig ious festivals 

a n d for p r e a c h i n g s e r m o n s a t such so lemni t ies , p r ies t s a r e p u n i s h e d by fines 

a n d i ssued warn ings by the C o m m i s s i o n e r for Re l ig ious Affairs . T h e a the is t s 

can invite a clever l ec tu re r to del iver an a the is t ic l ec tu re , bu t be l ievers wishing 

to invite a m o r e t a l en t ed p r e a c h e r mus t ob ta in pe rmiss ion from officials of t he 

Soviet g o v e r n m e n t p r o p a g a t i n g a the i sm. 

We w o n d e r w h e t h e r t he a the is t s wou ld be h a p p y i f they h a d to check 

their list of a the is t ic l ec tu re r s with t h e local pas to r . T h e c u r r e n t Regulations for 

Religious Associations p l ace be l ievers in such a pos i t ion . T h i s is i n c o m p a t i b l e 

with t he Cons t i tu t iona l p r inc ipa l of equa l i ty of c i t izens be fo re t h e law. 

C a n o n 235.2 p r o v i d e s for t he possibil i ty o f young m e n , u n d e r t h e 

g u i d a n c e of a pr ies t a p p o i n t e d by the b i shop , to p r e p a r e for o r d i n a t i o n to t he 

p r i e s t h o o d , even ou t s ide t he seminary . A n d yet, p r i e s t s w h o have r ece ived o r ­

d ina t i on in this way a r e not r ecogn ized by the g o v e r n m e n t a n d a r e no t a l lowed 

to be ass igned to pa r i shes . (S t range ly e n o u g h , O r t h o d o x a n d P r o t e s t a n t clergy 

p r e p a r e d in this way a r e r e cogn i z ed by the Soviet g o v e r n m e n t . ) 

C h u r c h law ( C a n o n 279) obl iges t he pr ies t to c o n t i n u e theo log ica l 

s tud ies even after he has f inished the seminary , bu t for this, s e r ious Ca tho l i c 

theo log ica l a n d ph i losoph ica l l i t e ra tu re i s necessary . T h e Ca tho l i c s of t he 

U.S .S .R . have no possibil i ty of p r in t ing such l i t e ra tu re domest ica l ly , no r of im­

p o r t i n g i t f rom a b r o a d (e.g., f rom p e o p l e s ' d e m o c r a t i c c o u n t r i e s such as P o l a n d 
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o r t h e G e r m a n D e m o c r a t i c R e p u b l i c ) . 
In t h e L i t h u a n i a n S.S.R., only rel ig ious l i t e r a t u r e absolute ly n e c e s s a r y 

for t h e car ry ing o u t o f r i tua l i s a l lowed. T h e faithful a r e n o t a l l o w e d to es tab l i sh 
l ibrar ies o f re l ig ious l i t e r a t u r e , b o o k s t o r e s , or p r e s s e s ; t h e y c a n n o t m a k e u s e o f 
r a d i o o r te levis ion t o d i s s e m i n a t e re l ig ious ideas , whi le t h e a the i s t s have t h e 
b r o a d e s t facilities for s p r e a d i n g t h e i r w o r l d view t h r o u g h t h e s e m a s s m e d i a o f 
i n f o r m a t i o n . T h i s i s a c lear e x a m p l e of t h e inequal i ty of be l ievers a n d of a t h e i s t s 
b e f o r e t h e law. 

T h e majori ty o f t h e r e s i d e n t s o f L i t h u a n i a a r e bel iev ing C a t h o l i c s . 
P l e a s e p r o v i d e t h e m t h e c o n d i t i o n s for c e l e b r a t i n g a t least t h e F e a s t o f 
C h r i s t m a s ( D e c e m b e r 25) . 

T h e r e a r e m a n y nurs ing h o m e s a n d h o m e s for t h e a g e d w h e r e t h e visit 
o f a p r i e s t d e p e n d s ent i re ly on t h e good-wil l o f t h e ins t i tut ion ' s d i r e c t o r . S u c h 
ins t i tu t ions s h o u l d have a s e p a r a t e r o o m , a small c h a p e l , w h e r e t h e faithful w h o 
a r e r e s i d e n t s o f s u c h ins t i tu t ions c o u l d m e e t the i r re l ig ious ob l iga t ions . But P a r . 
49 of t h e p r e s e n t Regulations for Religious Associations forbids this . 

In draf t ing t h e Regulations, g o v e r n i n g r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n t h e C h u r c h 
a n d t h e Soviet s ta te , i t w o u l d be well to form a j o i n t c o m m i s s i o n , cons i s t ing of 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f C h u r c h a n d s t a t e . T h e s e n e w Regulations s h o u l d not try to 
m o d e r a t e t h e p u r e l y i n t e r n a l life o f t h e C h u r c h (for e x a m p l e , they s h o u l d n o t 
d i r e c t w h o s h o u l d l e a d a c o m m u n i t y of t h e faithful - a p a r i s h ) . 

W e r e q u e s t t h e G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y t o s e e t h a t i n t h e draf t ing o f t h e n e w 
Regulations, c o n s i d e r a t i o n be given to t h e p r e f e r e n c e s a n d longings of be l ievers , 
t h a t t h e s e Regulations b e m a d e c o m p a t i b l e wi th t h e n o r m s o f C h u r c h law, t h a t 
t h e Regulations n o t force bel ievers to offend against t h e r e q u i r e m e n t s of C h r i s ­
t ian moral i ty , a n d b y t h e s a m e t o k e n , t h a t be l ievers n o t b e forced b y c o n s c i e n c e 
t o i g n o r e t h e m . 

M a r c h 1 2 , 1 9 8 8 

S i g n e d by t h e following pr ie s t s 
V i ta s U r b o n a s 
J u o z a s M i e l d ž a d y s 
K a z i m i e r a s B u r b a 
A l b i n a s D e l t u v a 
V a c l o v a s D e g u t i s 
A l b i n a s J a u d e g i s 
J u o z a s Šalč ius 
J u o z a s M a t u l a i t i s 
J o n a s Maskvytis 
Boles lovas Č e g e l s k a s 
A n t a n a s M i e l d a ž y s 
K a z i m i e r a s K u d i r k a 

t h e D i o c e s e of Vilkaviškis: 

J u o z a s M a t u l e v i č i u s 
V y t a u t a s B ū d a s 
V y t a u t a s I n s o d a 
J u o z a s B a r t e š k a , D e a n 
V a c l o v a s S t a k č n a s 
A n t a n a s G r a ž u l i s 
A n t a n a s Lies is 
J o n a s B o r u t a 
J u o z a s G u m a u s k a s 
P r a n a s R a č i ū n a s 
J o n a s B a r a n a u s k a s 
K ę s t u t i s B e k a s o v a s 
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J o n a s R u s i n ą s M s g r . A n d r i u s G u s t a i t i s , D e a n 
T a d e u š a s V a l i a n a s P e t r a s D u m b l i a u s k a s 
K a z i m e i r a s S k u č a s V y t a u t a s P r a j a r a 
L i o n g i n a s Kanev ič ius V i n c a s Č ė s n a 
Valer i jus R u d z i n s k a s V i n c a s P e t r u š e v i č i u s 
J o n a s M a l i n a u s k a s J u o z a s U ž u p i s 
G v i d o n a s Puš ina i t i s J o n a s Pa luka i t i s 
V y t a u t a s U ž k u r a i t i s V a c l o v a s R a d z e v i č i u s 
M s g r . J u o z a s Ž e m a i t i s , D e a n P r a n a s Liutv inas 
J o n a s B ū g a L e o n a r d a s K a v a l i ū n a s 

J u o z a s M a r č i u l i o n i s V l a d a s B o b i n a s 
G i n t a u t a s S k u č a s R a i m o n d a s Ž u k a u s k a s 
B r o n i u s K l e m e n s a s Pa l tanav ič ius A n t a n a s L u k o š a i t i s 
P e t r a s Si tka G i n t a u t a s S t e p o n a i t i s 

J o n a s B a l i o n a s A n t a n a s Vi tkus 
St. M i k a l a j ū n a s A n t a n a s Liubšys 
P r a n a s Per la i t i s A l g i r d a s Pas i l iauskas 
V l a d a s J a c k ū n a s J u o z a s G r a ž u l i s 

Boles lovas R a ž u k a s Al fonsas S a d a u s k a s 
J o n a s G r u d z i n s k a s J u o z a s P e č i u k o n i s 
V i n c a s J a l i n s k a s G v i d o n a s Dovydai t i s 
I g n a s Pl iorai t i s V y t a u t a s V a i t a u s k a s , D e a n 

J u o z a s R a d z e v i č i u s J u o z a s Klimavičius 

P r a n a s A d o m a i t i s V l a d a s Bilius 
J u r g i s Svent ickas K a z i m i e r a s M o n t v i l a 

K ę s t u t i s Bri l ius 

R e f u s e d t o sign, F a t h e r s : 
J u o z a s B a r k a u s k a s 
V y t a u t a s - S i m o n a s G u o g i s 
V y t a u t a s Tėvel i s 
P e t r a s V a g n e r i s 
J u o z a s J a k a i t i s 
A n t a n a s M a s k e l i ū n a s 

O t h e r s w e r e n o t l o c a t e d . 

T o : G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y o f t h e C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e o f t h e 
C o m m u n i s t P a r t y o f t h e Soviet U n i o n , M i k h a i l G o r b a c h e v 

F r o m : P r i e s t s o f L i t h u a n i a 

A Petition 

W e a r e s h o c k e d b y t h e n e w t e r r o r i s t a t t a c k s against C a t h o l i c p r i e s t s 



Robertas Grigas (far left, with rose) on August 23, 1987. 

a n d laity i n L i t h u a n i a . O n A u g u s t 2 8 , 1 9 8 7 , F a t h e r R o k a s P u z o n a s , his sacr is­
t a n R o b e r t a s G r i g a s , a n d a z e a l o u s C a t h o l i c w o m a n , Nijolė S a d ū n a i t ė , w e r e kid­
n a p p e d b y t e r r o r i s t s d r e s s e d i n civilian g a r b a n d mil i ta uni form, w i t h o u t b e i n g 
p r e s e n t e d with any ident i f icat ion or o r d e r , a n d with t h e a s s i s tance of traffic 
po l ice . 

T h o s e k i d n a p p e d w e r e dr iven a b o u t L i t h u a n i a a n d Byeloruss ia; Nijolė 
S a d ū n a i t ė for thirty h o u r s , with several t e r r o r i s t g r o u p s spel l ing e a c h o t h e r ; 
F a t h e r R o k a s P u z o n a s , ten h o u r s a n d R o b e r t a s G r i g a s , e ight h o u r s . 

F a t h e r R o k a s P u z o n a s was r e l e a s e d in a forest in Byeloruss ia, 100 k m . 
f rom Vilnius. S a c r i s t a n R o b e r t a s G r i g a s e s c a p e d t h e t e r r o r i s t s in t h e City o f 
Jonišk is , 300 k m . f rom Vilnius. 

Af ter t h e forced "r ide", t h e t e r r o r i s t s w a r n e d that i f they did n o t c h a n g e 
t h e i r a t t i t u d e s with r e g a r d to re l ig ious a n d n a t i o n a l q u e s t i o n s , i t w o u l d be w o r s e . 
T h e t e r r o r i s t s d id not c o n c e a l t h e fact t h a t t h e y w e r e K G B . 

A s imilar act of t e r r o r i s m w a s c a r r i e d out t h e night of A u g u s t 2 2 , 1 9 8 5 , 
against a m e m b e r of t h e C o m m i t t e e for t h e D e f e n s e of Bel ievers ' R i g h t s , t h e 
P a s t o r o f Kr iokia laukis , F a t h e r V a c l o v a s S t a k ė n a s . T h e t e r r o r i s t s , u n d e r t h e 
p r e t e x t of a sick call, k i d n a p p e d h i m from his h o m e , d r o v e him o u t i n t o t h e 
w o o d s , t o r t u r e d h im a n d left h im t ied h a n d a n d foot, a n d gagged, in t h e d e p t h s 
o f t h e forest a t m i d n i g h t . T h e p e r p e t r a t o r s o f t h e t e r r o r i s t act have not b e e n dis-
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c o v e r e d to this day. 
O n S e p t e m b e r 10,1987, a t a b o u t 9:00 P . M . , they t ied u p t h e P a s t o r o f 

G r u z d ž i a i , F a t h e r J u o z a s Č e p ė n a s . F o r two h o u r s , they t o o k over his a p a r t m e n t 
a n d a f te rwards , s tea l ing his car, they d e p a r t e d for p o i n t s u n k n o w n . 

W i t h s u c h t e r r o r i s t ac t s tak ing p l a c e , t h e susp ic ion ar i ses w h e t h e r 
t h o s e s a m e forces d i d n o t p u s h F a t h e r B r o n i u s L a u r i n a v i č i u s u n d e r a t r u c k 
N o v e m b e r 2 4 , 1 9 8 1 , a n d c o n t r i b u t e t o events c o n n e c t e d wi th t h e t r a g i c d e a t h o f 
F a t h e r J u o z a s Z d e b s k i s , F e b r u a r y 5,1986. 

W e r e q u e s t that t h e s e b l a t a n t offenses against jus t ice ( t h e t e r r o r i s t at­
t a c k s ) , b e d i s c o n t i n u e d a n d t h e p e r p e t r a t o r s p u n i s h e d . 

W e also r e q u e s t t h a t a s t h e p r o c e s s o f r e s t r u c t u r i n g g o e s on, t h e c o n ­
victed p r i e s t s F a t h e r Al fonsas Svar inskas a n d F a t h e r Sigitas T a m k e v i č i u s b e 
r e l e a s e d , a n d t h a t B i s h o p Ju l i jonas S t e p o n a v i č i u s b e r e t u r n e d t o his d u t i e s . 

J a n u a r y , 1988 

S i g n e d by t h e following pr ie s t s o f t h e D i o c e s e of Kaiša idorys , F a t h e r s : 
J. D a n y l a , Bijutiškis, M o l ė t a i Rayon 

Z . Navickas ( D e a n ) , Saldutiškis , U t e n a Rayon 

K. K a z l a u s k a s , Ž i e ž m a r i a i , Kai š iadorys Rayon 

R. P u z o n a s , Kirdeik ia i , U t e n a Rayon 

Ign. Mi laš ius ( D e a n ) , M o l ė t a i 
J . K a m i n s k a s , Kuktiškis, U t e n a Rayon 

J. Z u b r u s , Kiaukl iai , Širvintai Rayon 

L. Smal inskas , Mis in inkai , Širvintai Rayon 

V. Kiškis, Vievis, T r a k a i Rayon 

A. Č e r n a , Vievis, T r a k a i Rayon 

P. Krikšč iukai t i s , Čiobiškis, Širvintai Rayon 

L. P u z o n a , L a b a n o r a s , Švenčionia i Rayon 

A. Šatas , St i rnia i , M o l ė t a i Rayon 

A. A r a m i n a s , M o l ė t a i Rayon 

E. Kraujal i s , B u t r i m o n y s , Alytus Rayon 

Z. S t a n č i a u s k a s , P a l o m e n ė , Kaiš iadorys Rayon 

J. Č e b e r i o k a s , D a u g a i , Alytus Rayon 

L . B a l i o n a s , M o l ė t a i 
P. V e n c k u s , Skudut i šk i s , M o l ė t a i Rayon 

P. Š iugžda, Šešuol ia i , U k m e r g ė Rayon 

P. Civilis, Ži l inai , V a r ė n a Rayon 

S. Stankevič ius , Alovė, Alytus Rayon 

R. R u m š a s , Alytus I 

C a n o n P. L a s k a u s k a s , M e r k i n ė , V a r ė n a Rayon 

J. Kaušyla, Pivaš iūnai , Alytus Rayon 

A. Šilkinis, P u n i a , Alytus Rayon 
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M. Novickis, N e m u n a i t i s , Alytus Rayon 

Z . G u s t a i n i s ( D e a n ) , B i r š t o n a s , P r i e n a i Rayon 

J. Vover i s , Vievis, T r a k a i Rayon 

J. L u n i u s , N e m a n i ū n a i , P r i e n a i Rayon 

T w o il legible s i g n a t u r e s . 

T o : G e n e r a l S e c r e t a r y o f t h e C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e o f t h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y 
o f t h e Soviet U n i o n , M i k h a i l G o r b a c h e v 

F r o m : C a t h o l i c s o f L i t h u a n i a 

A Petition 

In 1987, c e l e b r a t i n g t h e 600-year j u b i l e e of t h e B a p t i s m of L i t h u a n i a , 
w e w e r e s a d d e n e d n o t t o b e ab le t o c e l e b r a t e this j u b i l e e s o specia l t o us, i n t h e 
h i s tor ica l C a t h e d r a l o f Vi lnius — t h e p l a c e w h e r e t h e B a p t i s m of t h e L i t h u a n i a n s 
b e g a n , a n d w h e r e t h e ear th ly r e m a i n s o f o n e o f t h e b a p t i z e r s o f L i t h u a n i a , 
V y t a u t a s t h e G r e a t , rest . T h e C a t h e d r a l o f Vilnius, t h e c e n t r a l c h u r c h o f t h e 
C a t h o l i c s of L i t h u a n i a a n d t h e A r c h d i o c e s e of Vilnius, h a s for over thirty-five 
years , b e e n u s e d a s a n ar t gal lery a n d c o n c e r t hal l . I n p r e p a r a t i o n for t h e Mi l­
l e n i u m o f t h e B a p t i s m o f R u s s i a (s ic), t h e D a n y l o v M o n a s t e r y i n M o s c o w w a s 
r e t u r n e d t o t h e O r t h o d o x . W e r e q u e s t t h a t i n c o m m e m o r a t i o n o f t h e 600-year 
j u b i l e e o f t h e B a p t i s m of L i t h u a n i a , t h e c e n t r a l s h r i n e o f o u r c o u n t y , t h e 
C a t h e d r a l o f Vi lnius, b e r e t u r n e d . 

1987, t h e J u b i l e e Y e a r o f t h e B a p t i s m of L i t h u a n i a 

C a t h o l i c s of L i t h u a n i a f rom: 
R u d a m i n a - 214 
A l k s n ė n a i - 1 4 5 
A l e k s o t a s - 321 
P r i e n a i - 1 7 7 3 
Ig l iauka - 1 8 2 
Pat i lč ia i - 30 
Kalvari ja - 1 0 7 
Šakia i - 824 
Liudv inavas - 270 
D a u k š i a i - 1 5 8 
Šiluva - 650 
Pilviškiai - 285 
Sasnava - 1 2 9 
Lazdi ja i - 1 0 1 5 
K a p s u k a s - 3 2 0 1 
K r i o k i a l a u k i s - 341 
Kazlų R ū d a - 500 

Kupišk i s - 938 
U k m e r g ė - 9 9 3 
U t e n a - 1 3 9 4 
U l i ū n a i - 1 0 2 

Pasvalys - 4 6 3 
Biržai - 429 
V a d o k l i a i - 367 
Kalvainiai - 77 

R o s a l i m a s - 75 
P a k r u o j i s - 370 
Anykšč ia i - 504 
K ė d a i n i a i - 8 3 1 
P u m p ė n a i - 338 
Miežišk ia i a n d Velykiai - 336 
Eišiškiai - 456 
R a m y g a l a - 218 
Smilgiai - 306 
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V a r i o u s p a r i s h e s - 1059 R o k i š k i s - 735 
Veiver ia i - 91 K r i n č i n a s - 305 
S k r i a u d ž i a i - 1 0 2 K r e k a n a v a - 1 8 4 
Vilkaviškis - 1 3 7 2 J u r b a r k a s - 1 8 4 
Vi lnius (St. N i c h o l a s ) - 1836 J u r b a r k a s - 4 6 3 
Vi lnius ( I m m a c u l a t e C o n c e p t i o n ) 

Ž v ė r y n e - 2257 
Kybar ta i - 1080 N a u j a m i e s t i s - 384 
S i m n a s - 968 Radvi l i škis - 550 
S a s n a v a - 222 T a u j ė n a i - 259 

K a l e s n i n k a i - 70 Šiauliai (St. G e o r g e ) - 1 8 1 4 
Šiluva - 837 Š e d u v a - 592 
Veisė ja i - 546 P a n e v ė ž y s ( C a t h e d r a l ) - 4168 
Alytus II - 3759 

T o : A r c h b i s h o p o f t h e A r c h d i o c e s e o f K a u n a s a n d t h e D i o c e s e o f 
Vilkaviškis, H i s Excel lency, L i u d a s Povi lonis 

F r o m : Fai thful o f t h e Kybar ta i P a r i s h 

A Petition 

F o r t h e p a s t f ive years , we, t h e p e o p l e of Kybarta i , in a way w h i c h r a r e ­
ly h a p p e n s to a par i sh, e x p e r i e n c e d a n d suffered painfully m a n y r e p r e s s i o n s 
f rom t h e g o v e r n m e n t a n d t h e K G B . 

O n M a y 6 , 1 9 8 3 , t h e p a s t o r o f o u r p a r i s h , F a t h e r Sigitas T a m k e v i č i u s , 
w a s unjust ly a c c u s e d in Vilnius, a n d a r r e s t e d . T h i s w a s fol lowed by i n t e r r o g a ­
t i o n s o f be l ievers . T h e secur i ty p o l i c e gr i l led a b o u t two h u n d r e d o f t h e faithful 
o f Kybar ta i , b e g i n n i n g with c h i l d r e n a n d e n d i n g with i l l i terate g r a n d p a r e n t s . 
A n d n o t o n e o f u s was t a k e n i n b y t h e p r o m i s e s o f cert i f ied K G B a g e n t s o r b e ­
c a m e t r a p p e d i n t h e n e t s they s p r e a d . O n t h e c o n t r a r y , wi th t h e h e l p o f G o d , 
we s t o o d t h e tes t in s u c h a way that even t h e secur i ty a g e n t s t h e m s e l v e s w e r e 
s u r p r i s e d t h a t t h e y c o u l d n o t f ind "suitable" wi tnesses in t h e c a s e o f F a t h e r 
Sigitas T a m k e v i č i u s . 

I n this p e r i o d s o painful t o o u r p a r i s h , w e w e r e great ly h e l p e d b y F a t h e r 
J o n a s - K ą s t y t i s M a t u l i o n i s , w h o was t h e a s s o c i a t e p a s t o r o f o u r p a r i s h . F o r s o m e 
t i m e after t h e a r r e s t o f F a t h e r Sigitas T a m k e v i č i u s , a t t h e d i r e c t i o n of Y o u r Ex­
cel lency, h e was o u r only sp i r i tua l l e a d e r . F o r t h a t , w e a r e e t e r n a l l y grateful t o 
you a n d t o h im. F o r n o o n e else a t t h a t painful p e r i o d for t h e p a r i s h o f Kybar­
tai s h o w e d u s s u c h a t t e n t i o n a n d spi r i tua l s u p p o r t a s this z e a l o u s pr ies t , c o m ­
m i t t e d t o his vocat ion . H o w e v e r , i n 1984, t h e K G B a r r e s t e d F a t h e r 
Jonas-Kąsty t i s M a t u l i o n i s , t o g e t h e r with his h e l p e r , R o m a s Ž e m a i t i s , for c o n ­
scient ious ly car ry ing out his d u t i e s as a pr ies t . On All Soul s ' D a y , he vis i ted t h e 
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c e m e t e r y in p r o c e s s i o n . H i s a r r e s t was fol lowed by a n e w wave of r e p r e s s i o n : 
s e a r c h e s , i n t e r r o g a t i o n s a n d t h r e a t s . 

I n s p i r e d b y t h e e x a m p l e t h e sacrif ices o f F a t h e r s Al fonsas Svar inskas , 
Sigitas T a m k e v i č i u s a n d Jonas-Kąstyt i s M a t u l i o n i s , w e r e s o l v e d a n d w e t r i e d 
within o u r capabi l i t ies , not t o b e n d t o fa l sehood a n d d e c e i t , t o r e m a i n faithful 
t o sp i r i tua l values, a n d not t o b r e a k u n d e r t h e heavy b u r d e n o f t h e tr ials given 
us. W e p r a y e d G o d t o s t r e n g t h e n us, a n d o u r suffering pr ie s t s . 

A n d this year, t h a n k s t o t h e d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n b e i n g c a r r i e d o u t i n o u r 
country , F a t h e r Jonas-Kąsty t i s M a t u l i o n i s was r e l e a s e d . O c t o b e r 17, h e was dis­
c h a r g e d f rom C h i t a C a m p . W e re jo iced a n d t h a n k e d G o d t h a t this pr ies t , w h o m 
we all r e s p e c t , after having suffered so m u c h , will f ina l ly be ab le to r e t u r n to his 
h o m e l a n d , L i t h u a n i a , a n d t h e ear l ie r s c e n e o f his labors , t h e p a r i s h o f Kybar­
tai . 

H o w e v e r , a lmost t h r e e m o n t h s have g o n e b y s ince t h e r e t u r n o f F a t h e r 
Jonas-Kąsty t i s M a t u l i o n i s , b u t he still d o e s n o t have a p e r m a n e n t p l a c e of work . 
B e s i d e s , we still h e a r t h e evil r u m o r s of t h e a theis t s , vilifying n o t only F a t h e r 
Jonas-Kąs ty t i s M a t u l i o n i s b u t a lso t h e b i s h o p s , saying t h a t F a t h e r J o n a s -
Kąstyt is M a t u l i o n i s i s a n i m p o s t e r , w i t h o u t H o l y O r d e r s , o r t h e n e c e s s a r y 
e d u c a t i o n . 

Y o u r Excel lency, w e t u r n t o you, asking you t o give your a t t e n t i o n t o 
t h e u n u s u a l difficulties w h i c h i t h a s b e e n a n d is t h e lot of t h e faithful of Kybar­
tai t o e x p e r i e n c e , a n d t o a p p o i n t this z e a l o u s pr iest , Jonas-Kąs ty t i s M a t u l i o n i s , 
t o o u r p a r i s h . 

Respect fu l ly a n d devoted ly , 
T h e faithful of Kybarta i , s i gned by 801 

T o : C o m m i s s i o n e r for t h e C o u n c i l o f R e l i g i o u s Affairs o f L i t h u a n i a , 
P e t r a s Ani l ionis 

F r o m : T h e Faithful o f t h e K y b a r t a i P a r i s h 

A Petition 

W e , t h e faithful of t h e p a r i s h of Kybarta i , in a p e t i t i o n s igned by 800 
bel ievers , a n d t h e p a s t o r , F a t h e r A . S a d a u s k a s , a p p e a l e d t o o u r b i s h o p s . I n o u r 
pe t i t ion, w e ca l led t h e b i s h o p s ' a t t e n t i o n t o t h e fact that a lmost t h r e e m o n t h s 
have p a s s e d s ince F a t h e r Jonas-Kąsty t i s M a t u l i o n i s r e t u r n e d t o L i t h u a n i a f rom 
t h e l a b o r c a m p i n C h i t a , r e h a b i l i t a t e d b y t h e g o v e r n m e n t . 

B a s e d on t h e fact t h a t unti l his a r r e s t in 1984, F a t h e r J o n a s - K ą s t y t i s 
M a t u l i o n i s w o r k e d i n t h e p a r i s h i n Kybar ta i a s a s s o c i a t e p a s t o r , a n d a l so know­
ing h i m as a z e a l o u s pr ies t d e d i c a t e d to his vocat ion, we r e q u e s t e d t h e b i s h o p 
to ass ign t h e a foresa id pr ies t to t h e p a r i s h o f Kybar ta i . 

On J a n u a r y 10, 1988, a d e l e g a t i o n of t h e faithful, e m p o w e r e d by t h e 
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par i sh, s u b m i t t e d a p e t i t i o n to H i s Excel lency, B i s h o p Pre ikšas , a n d rece ived 
t h e following verbal reply: " T h e b i s h o p s of L i t h u a n i a , r e g a r d l e s s of t h e fact t h a t 
F a t h e r Jonas-Kąsty t i s M a t u l i o n i s c o m p l e t e d t h e c o r r e s p o n d e n c e c o u r s e semi­
nary, a c k n o w l e d g e h im as a pr ies t o f t h e R o m a n C a t h o l i c C h u r c h . F o r this he 
h a s t h e r e q u i s i t e t r a i n i n g a n d H o l y O r d e r s f rom a b i s h o p . H i s o r d i n a t i o n , like 
t h e o r d i n a t i o n o f t h o s e w h o have c o m p l e t e d t h e T h e o l o g i c a l S e m i n a r y i n 
K a u n a s , o r t h e c o r r e s p o n d e n c e c o u r s e seminary, i s valid, a n d n o r e - o r d i n a t i o n 
i s necessary . T h e s a c r a m e n t of p r i e s t h o o d is c o n f e r r e d o n c e a n d for all, a n d is 
i r r e v o c a b l e . 

"As for t h e a p p o i n t m e n t o f F a t h e r M a t u l i o n i s a s A s s o c i a t e P a s t o r o f 
Kybarta i , t h e b i s h o p s for the i r p a r t have no object ion." 

H o w e v e r , in this case, you, H o n o r a b l e C o m m i s s i o n e r Ani l ionis , for­
b id t h e b i s h o p s to assign pr ie s t s to p a r i s h e s at the i r d i s c r e t i o n - a r ight g r a n t e d 
t h e b i s h o p s b y t h e P o p e o f t h e R o m a n C a t h o l i c C h u r c h . 

H o n o r a b l e C o m m i s s i o n e r , we ask you to expla in on w h a t basis you in­
t e r f e r e wi th t h e C h u r c h ? O n w h a t bas is d o you dis t inguish w h o s e o r d i n a t i o n t o 
t h e p r i e s t h o o d i s valid, a n d w h o s e n o t ? Finally, o f w h a t va lue a r e t h e r e s o u n d ­
ing w o r d s c o n s t a n t l y r e p r i n t e d in t h e press : " T h e C h u r c h i s s e p a r a t e d from t h e 
s ta te" a n d " T h e s t a t e d o e s not in te re fe re in t h e i n t e r n a l affairs o f t h e C h u r c h " , 
w h e n real i ty d e m o n s t r a t e s o t h e r w i s e ? 

T h e s e facts a r c shameful a n d clearly wi tness h o w devoid of legal r ights 
t o d a y i s t h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h in L i t h u a n i a . 

H o n o r a b l e C o m m i s s i o n e r , w e r e q u e s t that you i m m e d i a t e l y c e a s e t h e 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n against o u r h o n o r a b l e b i s h o p s . W e t h e faithful r e s p e c t a n d love 
o u r b i s h o p s a n d pr ies t s , so we c a n n o t r e c o n c i l e ourse lves to a s i tua t ion in w h i c h 
they a r e forced to be p u p p e t s of t h e Office of Re l ig ious Affairs. 

W e have d e f e n d e d a n d w e will d e f e n d o u r C h u r c h , its b i s h o p s a n d 
pr ies t s . T h e r e f o r e , i f t h e r e is fur ther i n t e r f e r e n c e in t h e i n t e r n a l affairs of t h e 
C h u r c h , a n d i f p r ie s t s w h o have c o m p l e t e d t h e c o r r e s p o n d e n c e s c h o o l semi­
nary c o n t i n u e t o b e i g n o r e d , a m o n g t h e m , o u r b e l o v e d F a t h e r M a t u l i o n i s , w e 
will seek r e c o u r s e at h igher levels, until t h e r ights of be l ievers g u a r a n t e e d in t h e 
C o n s t i t u t i o n o f t h e U.S.S.R. a r e ac tua l ized, a n d t h e t h e o r e t i c a l b e c o m e s t h e 
r e a l . 

J a n u a r y 1 1 , 1 9 8 8 

T h e Faithful o f t h e Kybar ta i P a r i s h 

T o : M i n i s t e r o f D e f e n s e o f t h e U.S.S.R., J a z o v 
C o p i e s t o : T h e P r o c u r a t o r G e n e r a l o f t h e U.S.S.R. 

C o m m i s s a r V o z g i r d a s of t h e Mil i tary C o m m i s s a r i a t , Vilkaviškis, 
L.S.S.R. 
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A Petition 

O n N o v e m b e r 13, 1984,1 w a s ca l led u p for c o m p u l s o r y mil i tary ser­
vice i n t h e Soviet A r m y . O n N o v e m b e r 12,1984, w h e n I r e p o r t e d t o t h e Mi l i tary 
C o m m i s s a r i a t i n Vilkaviškis, t w o civilians c a m e u p t o m e , r ight i n t h e i n d u c t i o n 
c e n t e r , a n d d e m a n d e d t h a t 1 c o m e with t h e m . W h e n I re fused, t h e y p u t h a n d ­
cuffs o n m e b y force a n d , t a k i n g m e f rom t h e i n d u c t i o n c e n t e r , d e c l a r e d t h a t I 
w a s u n d e r a r r e s t . 

T h e S u p r e m e C o u r t o f t h e L.S.S.R. s e n t e n c e d m e , t o g e t h e r wi th F a t h e r 
Jonas-Kąsty t i s M a t u l i o n i s , t o two years i n c a r c e r a t i o n u n d e r P a r . 199, 3d, a n d 
P a r . 2 0 1 o f t h e L i t h u a n i a n S.S.R. C r i m i n a l C o d e . T h e y a c c u s e d m e o f organiz­
ing a re l ig ious p a r a d e , a n d actively p a r t i c i p a t i n g in it, as well as res i s t ing an of­
f ic ia l . I am n o t guilty of any of t h e a c c u s a t i o n s , b e c a u s e : 

1 . T h e r e was no rel ig ious p a r a d e a t all. On N o v e m b e r 1 , t h e S o l e m n i t y 
of Al l Sa ints , i t was n o t a p r a d e to t h e c e m e t e r y b u t a d e v o t i o n a l p r o c e s s i o n , 
c lear ly i n d i c a t e d in t h e Ritual o f t h e R o m a n C a t h o l i c C h u r c h . 

2 . N o o n e o r g a n i z e s c h u r c h c e r e m o n i e s , i n c l u d i n g p r o c e s s i o n s . T h e s e 
a r e n o t y o u r A p r i l o r O c t o b e r d e m o n s t r a t i o n s t o w h i c h i t i s n e c e s s a r y t o h e r d 
p e o p l e wi th t h e h e l p o f a t t ract ive pr izes , p r o m i s e s , a n d t h r e a t s . Be l iever s g o t o 
r o u t i n e services a n d to re l ig ious s o l e m n i t i e s o f the i r o w n free will, a n d e v e r y o n e , 
b e g i n n i n g wi th t h e pr ies t a n d e n d i n g with t h e smal les t bel iever, k n o w s his p l a c e 
i n c h u r c h a n d w h a t h e i s s u p p o s e d t o d o d u r i n g services. N o specia l o r g a n i z a ­
t ion i s n e e d e d for this, a t all. So h o w c o u l d I , an o r d i n a r y bel iever, jus t e i g h t e e n 
y e a r s old, "organize a p a r a d e to t h e c e m e t e r y " ? 

3.1 w a s a c c u s e d of res is t ing an official s imply b e c a u s e I b l o c k e d C h a i r ­
m a n G u d ž i ū n a s o f t h e Kybar ta i City E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e , w h e n h e t r i e d t o in­
t e r f e r e wi th t h e p r i e s t p e r f o r m i n g re l ig ious services. In this case , i t was 
E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e C h a i r m a n G u d ž i ū n a s w h o w a s legally i n t h e w r o n g , s ince 
h e h a d n o r ight t o i n t e r r u p t t h e pr ies t d u r i n g re l ig ious services, all t h e m o r e 
s ince I u s e d no physical force against t h e official, n o r any offensive l a n g u a g e . In 
s u c h a case , i t is t h e d u t y of any d e c e n t individual, especia l ly a bel iever, to d e f e n d 
a pr ies t . 

In this case , i t w a s I w h o d e f e n d e d t h e pr ies t a n d not s o m e o n e else b e ­
c a u s e , d u r i n g t h e re l ig ious services, I w a s s t a n d i n g n e a r e s t to F a t h e r M a t u l i o n i s . 

Af ter I f inished t h e two-year p r i s o n s e n t e n c e unjustly m e t e d o u t to m e , 
I w a s o n c e aga in u r g e d on J u n e 9 to r e p o r t for mil i tary service in t h e Soviet 
A r m y . At t h e a p p o i n t e d t i m e , I a r r ived a t t h e Mi l i tary C o m m i s s a r i a t in Vi lnius 
w h e r e I d e c l a r e d t h a t I w o u l d serve in t h e army, b u t w o u l d n o t t a k e t h e o a t h . 
F o r refusing to t a k e t h e mil i tary o a t h , t h e staff o f t h e Vilkaviškis City Mi l i tary 
C o m m i s s a r i a t t e r r o r i z e d m e i n all s o r t s o f ways, t h r e a t e n i n g t o sh ip m e o u t t o 
t h e " p o l a r b e a r s " , w h e r e life w o u l d b e m o r e difficult t h a n i n c a m p . O n e staff 
m e m b e r o f t h e Vilkaviškis City Mil i tary C o m m i s s a r i a t s t a t e d o u t r i g h t t h a t t h o s e 
s u c h as I s h o u l d be shot . 
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F r o m t h e Vilkaviškis Mi l i tary C o m m i s s a r i a t t h e y t o o k m e t o Vi lnius . 
H e r e , a b o u t thir ty indiv iduals i n mufti a n d i n u n i f o r m a s s e m b l e d , a n d t r i e d for 
severa l h o u r s t o c o n v i n c e m e t h a t I was ob l iged t o t a k e t h e mil i tary o a t h , s ince 
o t h e r w i s e , I w o u l d be cr iminal ly l iable. W h e n I ca tegor ica l ly re fused to t a k e t h e 
o a t h , I w a s r e l e a s e d . T h e y d i d n o t t a k e m e in to t h e army. 

O n D e c e m b e r 6 ,1987,1 w a s ca l led u p for mil i tary service. O n c e again, 
I h a d t o u n d e r g o t h e s a m e l e c t u r e s a n d t e r r o r i z i n g . O n c e m o r e , f rom Vi lnius I 
w a s r e t u r n e d h o m e . T h e y d i d n o t t a k e m e i n t o t h e a rmy. O n c e again, I h a d t o 
s e e k e m p l o y m e n t a n d t a k e c a r e o f m y d o c u m e n t s . 

O n M a r c h 25, 1988, I again r e c e i v e d a n o r d e r t o r e p o r t t o t h e 
Vilkaviškis City Mi l i tary C o m m i s s a r i a t . T h i s t ime, w h e n I w e n t to t h e Mi l i tary 
C o m m i s s a r i a t , I d e c l a r e d t h a t I re fused to serve in t h e Soviet A r m y . I w a s l ed 
t o m a k e this d e c i s i o n b y t h e following c i r c u m s t a n c e s : 

1 . At this t i m e t h r o u g h o u t t h e Soviet U n i o n , t h e p r o c e s s e s o f r e s t r u c ­
t u r i n g a n d d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n a r e tak ing p l a c e , b u t they d o n o t t o u c h t h e faithful 
of L i t h u a n i a : 

a . T o d a t e , c h u r c h e s conf i scated f rom t h e faithful have n o t b e e n 
r e t u r n e d ( Q u e e n o f P e a c e i n K l a i p ė d a , t h e C a t h e d r a l i n Vi lnius, e t c . ) . 

b . Pol i t ical p r i s o n e r s a r e still b e i n g h e l d i n t h e Soviet c a m p s ( F a t h e r s 
Al fonsas Svar inskas a n d Sigitas T a m k e v i č i u s , Balys G a j a u s k a s , P e t r a s G r a ž u l i s , 
e t .a l . ) . 

c . P r i s o n e r s o f c o n s c i e n c e w h o have c o m p l e t e d t h e i r s e n t e n c e s in 
Soviet c a m p s c o n t i n u e t o b e t e r r o r i z e d b y K G B a g e n t s . ( F a t h e r Jonas-Kąs ty t i s 
M a t u l i o n i s is n o t a l lowed to funct ion officially as a pr ies t . P r o c u r a t o r s ' Offices 
a n d Mil i tary C o m m i s s a r i a t s a r e pul l ing m e b a c k a n d forth, t e r r o r i z i n g m e , 
t h r e a t e n i n g m e , e tc . ) 

d . P r i s o n e r o f c o n s c i e n c e P e t r a s G r a ž u l i s w a s b e a t e n by mil i t ia officers 
in t h e c o u r t r o o m b e f o r e my eyes. 

2. A d i s s a r r a y prevai l s in t h e Soviet A r m y , as a resul t of w h i c h i n n o c e n t 
p e o p l e of ten d i e needless ly . In N o v e m b e r , 1987, a g o o d fr iend of m i n e , R i č a r d a s 
Gr i ška i t i s , w a s b r o u g h t h o m e from A l m a - A t a in a m e t a l caske t . T h e y a c c u s e d 
this lively, d e e p l y bel ieving y o u n g m a n w h o p e r i s h e d serving in t h e Soviet A r m y 
in m y s t e r i o u s c i r c u m s t a n c e s , o f h a n g i n g himself. O h , t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s c o n ­
n e c t e d wi th this c a s e c lear ly testify t h a t this i s a b s u r d . M o r e o v e r , I was s u m ­
m o n e d t o t h e Vilkaviškis City Mi l i tary C o m m i s s a r i a t w h e r e M a j o r S p r i t z i n 
w a r n e d m e n o t t o m a k e any s p e e c h e s , e i t h e r a t t h e grave o f t h e d e c e a s e d 
R i č a r d a s Gr i ška i t i s , n o r i n c h u r c h ; o t h e r w i s e I a n d t h o s e n e a r a n d d e a r t o 
Gr i ška i t i s w o u l d e x p e r i e n c e u n p l e a s a n t n e s s . I s this n o t p e r s e c u t i o n o f 
be l ievers? 

P r o t e s t i n g against t h e s e negat ive i n c i d e n t s , I ca tegor ica l ly refuse to 
serve i n t h e Soviet A r m y unti l s u c h t i m e a s t h e p r o c e s s o f r e s t r u c t u r i n g a n d 
d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n r e a c h e s t h e re l ig ious be l ievers of L i t h u a n i a . I d e m a n d that all 
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p r i s o n e r s o f c o n s c i e n c e be r e h a b i l i t a t e d publicly, in t h e p r e s s , a n d this, n o t 
s o m e t i m e sixty y e a r s f rom n o w after they a r e d e a d , a s i s b e i n g d o n e wi th s o m e 
vict ims of t h e cult of Stal in, b u t r ight now, t o d a y ! 

A p r i l 4 , 1 9 8 8 
R o m a s Ž e m a i t i s 

S E A R C H E S A N D INTERROGATIONS 

At t h e b e g i n n i n g o f F e b r u a r y 1988, a t t h e d i r e c t i o n o f t h e R e p u b l i c 
P r o c u r a t o r , t h e following p e r s o n s w e r e w a r n e d a t local p r o c u r a t o r s ' offices: 

F a t h e r A n t a n a s Šeškevičius ( A s s o c i a t e P a s t o r o f G a r g ž d a i p a r i s h ) 
F a t h e r V i n c a s Vėlavičius (Telš iai C a t h e d r a l M a s s - p r i e s t ) 
G e n o v a i t ė K r i s i ū n a i t ė (Alytus I I p a r i s h organi s t ) 
V e r o n i k a Beišytė ( K a p s u k a s ) 
Kryževičius F a m i l y ( K a u n a s ) 
M o n i k a G a v ė n a i t ė (Šiluva) 
Sigitas G u d a i t i s ( P r i e n a i ) 

I t was e m p h a s i z e d to t h e m that i f they s igned p e t i t i o n s s imilar to t h o s e 
a d d r e s s e d t o p e o p l e o f good-wil l wor ld-wide, t h e y w o u l d b e p e n a l i z e d i n a c ­
c o r d wi th Criminal Code, P a r . 68. 

K a p s u k a s 

O n F e b r u a r y 2 ,1988, a t t h e e n d o f P e t r a s G r a ž u l i s ' tr ial, t h e following 
w e r e c r u d e l y a n d unjustly d e t a i n e d b y t h e K G B : 

V i n c a s D a n i e l i u s (Šiauliai) 
G i n t a s Sakavičius ( K a p č i a m i e s t i s ) 
R i m a n t a s M a t u l a i t i s ( K a p s u k a s ) 
B r o n ė Vala i ty tė ( S a s n a v a ) . 

I n s p e c t o r Str ip inai t i s o f t h e C r i m i n a l S u b s e c t i o n u s e d physical force 
o n t h o s e d e t a i n e d . T o g e t h e r with o t h e r milit ia officers, h e c u r s e d t h e m . J u d g e 
R u d z h e n s k o , having found t h e m guilty of v iolat ing P a r . 187 of t h e Code of Ad­

ministrative Law (failing to car ry o u t t h e d i rect ives of a duly c o n s t i t u t e d official 
— h o o l i g a n i s m ) , s e n t e n c e d t h e m t o f i f t e e n days. T h e g u a r d s w e r e s t e r n b u t just , 
whi le h i g h e r milit ia officers r id icu led t h e m a n d C o m m a n d a n t M a j o r Avietynas 
often u s e d t o c o m e i n in tox ica ted . 

O n F e b r u a r y 3 , M a t u l a i t i s was s u m m o n e d a n d i n t e r r o g a t e d b y a K G B 
a g e n t w h o w o u l d n o t give his n a m e . T h e chekis t w a s i n t e r e s t e d i n k n o w i n g w h a t 
V i n c a s D a n i e l i u s t a l k e d a b o u t with M a t u l a i t i s a n d Sakavič ius . 

O n F e b r u a r y 10, D a n i e l i u s w a s i n t e r r o g a t e d . T h e chekis t w o u l d n o t 
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give his n a m e , p r o m i s i n g t o i n t r o d u c e himself la ter s ince, a c c o r d i n g t o him, t h a t 
was n o t t o b e t h e last i n t e r r o g a t i o n o f D a n i e l i u s . T h e K G B a g e n t w a s i n t e r e s t e d 
in k n o w i n g D a n i e l i u s ' o p i n i o n of P e t r a s G r a ž u l i s ' s refusal to r e p o r t for mil i tary 
t ra ining, a n d w h e t h e r h e i n t e n d e d t o e n t e r t h e seminary . H e d e c l a r e d t h a t b e ­
c a u s e of t h e jai l s e n t e n c e , D a n i e l i u s w o u l d have a lot of t r o u b l e e n r o l l i n g in t h e 
s e m i n a r y . H e a s k e d h o w D a n i e l i u s was p r e p a r i n g t o c o m m e m o r a t e F e b r u a r y 
1 6 ( L i t h u a n i a n I n d e p e n d e n c e D a y - T r a n s . N o t e ) . Finally, h e adv i sed h i m t o 
r e c o n s i d e r his behav ior , to form t h e a p p r o p r i a t e c o n c l u s i o n s , a n d whi le i t w a s 
still n o t t o o la te, to m e n d his ways. 

O n F e b r u a r y 17, t h e d e t a i n e e s w e r e r e l e a s e d . W a i t i n g for t h e m a t t h e 
K a p s u k a s D e p a r t m e n t of I n t e r n a l Affairs, wi th flowers, w a s a smal l g r o u p of 
a b o u t twenty l i k e - m i n d e d individuals . 

Af ter pray ing in t h e c h u r c h in K a p s u k a s , t h e y vis i ted t h e c e m e t e r y 
w h e r e t h e y p l a c e d flowers on t h e graves o f so ld ier s w h o h a d p e r i s h e d for 
L i t h u a n i a n f r e e d o m . 

Š i a u l i a i 
I n t h e m i d d l e o f t h e m o n t h o f F e b r u a r y 1988, S e n i o r S t a g e T e c h n i c i a n 

Stanis lovas K a z o k a i t i s a n d Light ing T e c h n i c i a n D o m a s K a n č i a u s k a s , w e r e s u m ­
m o n e d t o t h e office o f t h e D i r e c t o r o f t h e Šiauliai D r a m a T h e a t e r for i n t e r r o g a ­
t ion. 

T h e q u e s t i o n s d u r i n g t h e i n t e r r o g a t i o n c o n c e r n e d V i n c a s D a n i e l i u s , 
a r e s i d e n t of Šiauliai, K a u n o 34-1. C h e k i s t K a n a p ė was i n t e r e s t e d in f inding o u t 
h o w D a n i e l i u s was e m p l o y e d (at t h e Šiauliai T h e a t e r , D a n i e l i u s w o r k e d as a 
g r a p h i c a r t i s t ) , w h e t h e r h e h a d b r o k e n any rules, w h a t his pol i t ical views w e r e , 
w h e t h e r h e p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t h e A u g u s t 2 3 d e m o n s t r a t i o n i n Vilnius, a n d w h e t h e r 
h e n o t i c e d any anti-Soviet o r re l ig ious l i t e r a t u r e a t h o m e . 

T h e chekis t a s k e d D a n i e l i u s t o b e w a r n e d that t h e la t te r s h o u l d c h a n g e 
his views, s ince o t h e r w i s e h e c o u l d e x p e r i e n c e g r e a t u n p l e a s a n t n e s s a n d even 
w i n d u p i n t h e p r i s o n e r s ' d o c k . 

O n A p r i l 14, a u t o b a s e dr iver A r ū n a s Z e m b l e c k i s w a s s u m m o n e d t o 
t h e Office of t h e D i r e c t o r of t h e Šiauliai C o l u m n of the L i t h u a n i a n M i n i s t r y of 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s A u t o B a s e . T h e K G B a g e n t w h o i n t e r r o g a t e d h i m w o u l d n o t 
give his n a m e . T h e a g e n t t r i e d t o r e c r u i t Z e m b l e c k i s a s a K G B a g e n t , t o r e p o r t 
with w h o m a n d a b o u t w h a t D a n i e l i u s s p e a k s a n d w h a t h e i s i n t e r e s t e d in. H e 
d e m a n d e d t h a t this interview r e m a i n secre t . Z e m b l e c k i s d id n o t p r o m i s e a n d 
re fused t o c o o p e r a t e with t h e K G B . 

O U R P R I S O N E R S 

F a t h e r Sigitas T a m k e v i č i u s wr i tes : 
"... W o r k i n g at t h e l o o m , all d a y long I c a n m e d i t a t e , pray, a n d m a k e 
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t he W a y of t he Cros s . Such has b e e n my L e n t , a n d my r e t r e a t . Af te r work , I 

d o n ' t feel like do ing anything, o r r ead ing . A n d so i t goes , day after day. M e d i t a t ­

ing on Chr i s t ' s W a y of t h e Cross , in p r aye r I r e m e m b e r all t h e V e r o n i c a s a n d 

S i m o n s o f C y r e n e who , o n e way or ano the r , have b e e n with me in p r a y e r o r by 

le t te r . By the i r idea l i sm a n d solidari ty, m a n y have w i p e d away the sweat of my 

b r o w a n d m a n y have l igh tened my b u r d e n . T h e ass i s tance o f s o m e , I s aw with 

my own eyes . A b o u t o the r s , I knew. A n d still o the r s , I uner r ing ly felt next to m e . 

G o d , h o w g o o d i t i s to be alive w h e n o n e sees a longs ide oneself, o r a t least s en ­

ses , so m a n y g o o d p e o p l e a n d loving hea r t s . T h e s e p e o p l e a r e t h e t a rge t s o f t h e 

w o r l d ' s h a t r e d , enmity , a n d suspic ion . So to all t he V e r o n i c a s a n d all t he S i m o n s 

of C y r e n e , a t h o u s a n d t h a n k s ! 

"Not long ago , we all saw over C e n t r a l Televis ion, t h e f i lm a b o u t F a t h e r 

A l fonsas Svar inskas . L o o k i n g on was t he f i lm ' s p r inc ip l e h e r o . A f t e r w a r d s , o u r 

c o m m e n t a r i e s a n d congra tu l a t i ons fol lowed. I t a p p e a r s tha t in any mi r ro r , i t i s 

poss ib le to r ecogn ize a g o o d pr ies t ' s face — of cou r se , if only o n e ' s vision has 

no t w e a k e n e d t oo m u c h . 

"In t he n e w s p a p e r s , I r e a d m a n y ar t ic les a bou t p r ies t s . M o r e a n d m o r e 

m e n of idea ls a n d sacrif ice f inish t he seminary , a n d no t a s ingle hire l ing, no t a 

s ingle tax-col lec tor , c o n c e r n e d only for his own welfare . W h a t a g rea t r e s p o n ­

sibility p r i e s t s have for t h e welfare o f t he p e o p l e o f G o d ! T h e R e d e e m e r cou ld 

possibly r e p r o a c h m o r e t h a n o n e : ' C o u l d you no t wa t ch with me for o n e h o u r ? ' 

( S e e M t 14, 37) 

"Only p e o p l e w h o sacrif ice can s h o w a n d l ead t he way! M a n t o d a y 

t u r n s away in de r i s ion from those l e a d e r s w h o s p e a k o n e way a n d live a n o t h e r . 

A pr ies t by his life mus t glow like t he sun. O t h e r w i s e , w o e to h im! 

" I awai t E a s t e r . T h e foots teps of Sp r ing a r e a l r eady h e a r d , a n d in t he 

hills o f t h e U r a l s , t he sun i s b r igh te r a n d the wind gen t l e r . W h e n you rece ive 

this le t ter , i t will mos t likely be P a l m Sunday , or p e r h a p s E a s t e r . I g r ee t eve ryone 

g a t h e r e d a t t he e m p t y t o m b of Chr is t ! He i s not h e r e ! He i s a r i sen! Al le lu ia! 

"But for this r e a s o n , He i s in us a n d with us, a n d no t only w h e n we p r a y 

in ou r r o o m a n d suffer pa in , bu t a lso w h e n , uneasy on a c c o u n t o f ou r o w n 

fool ishness , we flee t he C r o s s of Chr is t . He is always wi th us . T h e r e f o r e a t all 

t imes - Al le lu ia! 

" I wish eve ryone p u r e E a s t e r joy! To eve ryone w h o h a s k n o w n a n d con ­

f ided in t he L o r d ' s love, I ex t end my h a n d a n d I r e m i n d t h e m of t he w o r d s of 

t h e Be loved Disc ip le o f Je sus , ' E v e r y o n e w h o i s b o r n o f G o d o v e r c o m e s the 

wor ld ' . ( U n 5,4) 

"Everyone w h o c e l e b r a t e s t h e feast of t he c o n q u e r e r is himself a h e r a l d 

a n d b e a r e r o f t he L o r d ' s victory." 

M a r c h 8 , 1 9 8 8 
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F a t h e r Al fonsas Svar inskas wr i tes : 
"... I g r e e t you warmly, a n d t h r o u g h you, all p a r i s h i o n e r s , f r iends, a n d 

a c q u a i n t a n c e s d e a r t o m y h e a r t . M a y t h e L o r d G o d k e e p you, m a y H i s g r a c e 
l e a d you all to n e w he ight s o f hol iness . 

"I re jo ice t h a t you r e c e i v e d all my le t te r s last year, b u t I r e c e i v e d b a r e ­
ly a t h i r d of y o u r s . 

" I th ink t h a t y o u ' r e only par t ly r ight in saying, ' Y o u d o n ' t h e a r any g o o d 
news, b u t only b a d news.. . ' I sn ' t i t p l e a s a n t t h a t severa l n e w s p a p e r s h a v e 
d e v o t e d s p a c e t o m e i n t h e i r p a g e s , a n d t h a t a f i l m a b o u t m e h a s b e e n s h o w n i n 
t h e a t e r s a n d over M o s c o w a n d Vi lnius televis ion. M o s c o w Telev i s ion c h a r g e s 
362 r u b l e s a m i n u t e . W h a t a s u m for a ha l f-hour ! 

"Of c o u r s e , t h e r e is m u c h fa l sehood in it (for e x a m p l e , t h a t I freely 
a g r e e d t o b e f i l m e d , e t c . ) , b u t i s t h a t s o i m p o r t a n t ? T h e y ' v e p u b l i c i z e d m e 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e Soviet U n i o n . M y fr iends have b e e n c o n g r a t u l a t i n g m e . A t this 
t i m e , I c o u l d win t h e e lec t ions . B u t jus t now, I d o n ' t n e e d any of t h a t ! I 'm a pr ies t 
exclusively! A n d I'll r e m a i n a pr ie s t ! I t r e m a i n s only to r e p e a t wi th t h e saint, 
' N o t t o m e , L o r d , n o t t o m e , b u t only t o Y o u r n a m e give g lory ! ' 

" W e n e e d jus t o n e thing: always a n d e v e r y w h e r e t o d o t h e Will o f G o d , 
w h i c h i s H o l y a n d u n d i s p u t a b l e . I have t r i e d a n d I will try to do G o d ' s Wil l all 
my life, d e v o t e d l y a n d with a smile in my h e a r t a n d on my lips, s ince as Sa int 
L u k e says, ' G o d loves a cheer fu l giver! ' 

" D o n ' t b e s u r p r i s e d a t m y n e w a d d r e s s . I t ' s all t h e s a m e t o m e . M y f i n a l 
a d d r e s s i s h e a v e n . T h i s i s t h e a d d r e s s n o t t o lose a n d n o t t o forget. T h e y r e m o v e d 
all o f t h e C h r i s t m a s wafers f rom your l e t te r s a n d f rom o t h e r s , a n d t h r e w t h e m 
in t h e t r a s h . N o t h i n g i s s a c r e d to t h e m . T h e r e i s a l m o s t no sign o f r e s t r u c t u r i n g 
h e r e ! 

"... I r e g r e t t h a t it 's i m p o s s i b l e to a n s w e r e v e r y o n e ' s l e t t e r s . I t h i n k t h a t 
e v e r y o n e u n d e r s t a n d s my s i t u a t i o n well, will forgive m e , a n d c o n t i n u e to wr i te . 

" I ' m grateful t o m y b r o t h e r pr ies t s for r e m e m b e r i n g m e , a n d t h e M a s s 
every m o n t h in V i d u k l ė . A n d today, you'l l be p r a y i n g in t h e h o m e l a n d , whi le I 
d o h e r e , t o g e t h e r wi th F a t h e r Sigitas. O u r t h o u g h t s a r e free; n o o n e c a n r e s t r a i n 
t h e m o r t r a m m e l t h e m . I t h a n k everyone, everyone, w h o r e m e m b e r s m e i n 
p r a y e r , in s p e e c h or by le t ter . 

" I ' m g lad t h a t I c a n confess in L i t h u a n i a n now, a n d h a v e s o m e c o m ­
p a n i o n s h i p . H o w m a n y t i m e s I a s k e d t h e m t o m a k e i t poss ib le for m e t o get t o 
confess ion, b u t always in vain. G o d h a s t a k e n c a r e of i t in s u c h a way t h a t I d o n ' t 
o w e a n y o n e anything. W o n d r o u s a r e t h e ways o f t h e L o r d ! 

"Lately, m y h e a l t h h a s d e t e r i o r a t e d s o m e w h a t : m y s p i n e h u r t s , a n d m y 
b l o o d p r e s s u r e i s e leva ted . I l lness w o u l d k e e p me f rom w o r k i n g or lifting any­
t h i n g heavy, b u t real i ty d e m a n d s it. I r e c e i v e d a r e l e a s e f rom w o r k for four days. 
I'll be ab le to res t a n d get s o m e s leep, a n d a f terwards , we'l l s e e . I d i d n o t r e t u r n 
to t h e k i t c h e n s ince t h e r e it 's n e c e s s a r y to w o r k twelve h o u r s a n d to lift 40-50 
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l i ter p o t s . 
" I ' m going t o try t o i m p r o v e m y hea l th , b u t t h e possibi l i t ies h e r e a r e 

less t h a n l imited. O n c e again, m a y H i s holy Will b e d o n e ! 
" I l o o k t h r o u g h t h e L i t h u a n i a n n e w s p a p e r s . E s p e c i a l l y i n t e r e s t i n g w a s 

t h e last p l e n a r y m e e t i n g o f t h e Par ty . I t a p p e a r s t h a t t h e r e i s no bas i s for p r a i s e . 
I t ' s t o o b a d t h a t t h e m o r a l o u t l o o k i s n o t improv ing . T h e n e w s p a p e r s say t h a t 
b o o t l e g g i n g h a s s p r e a d . M o r e o v e r , t h e n a m e o f L i t h u a n i a i s of ten m e n t i o n e d i n 
c o n n e c t i o n wi th d r u g smuggl ing. So after all this, c a n we really s p e a k a b o u t suc­
cess o r c u l t u r e ? 

"It ' s t o o b a d t h a t I have b e e n t r a n s p o r t e d far f rom L i t h u a n i a a n d c a n ­
n o t j o i n actively in t h e s t ruggle for a b r i g h t e r future for t h e c o u n t r y . L e t o u r 
b r o t h e r s n o t s l u m b e r a n d s t ruggle aga ins t this evil wi th all t h e m e a n s a t t h e i r 
d i sposa l , o t h e r w i s e his tory a n d G o d will c o n d e m n us. H o w t e r r i b l e i t i s t o d i e 
w i t h o u t leaving t h e s t a m p o f o n e ' s h u m a n i t y . 

" W o r k i n g in t h e k i tchen, I h a d very little f ree t i m e , so I b a r e l y m a n a g e d 
t o r e a d t h e n e w s p a p e r s . N e v e r m i n d any k ind o f s e r i o u s w o r k o r se l f -educat ion. 
So I h a v e fallen well b e h i n d in my p r o g r a m . T h e c o n d i t i o n of my h e a l t h c o n ­
stant ly r e m i n d s me i t i s n e c e s s a r y only to l e a r n t h e l a n g u a g e of ho l iness . I t a l o n e 
is a g u a r a n t e e of a h a p p y e terni ty . 

" In g e n e r a l , I am c o m p l e t e l y a t p e a c e a n d h a p p y wi th t h e d i r e c t i o n o f 
my life; I do w h a t I c a n a n d everything else I leave to h e a v e n . If t h e r e is a p o s ­
sibility, I will w o r k in t h e service of t h e a l tar . If n o t - G o d will n o t b l a m e m e . I 
h a v e p r o v i d e d myself with everything. T h a n k G o d , I 'm n o t hungry . In spirit, I 
a m c o m p l e t e l y free, n o t forgot ten, a n d loved b y m y fr iends. 

"Everyday, I w a t c h televis ion for a b o u t a ha l f-hour for d o m e s t i c a n d 
foreign news, so I am i n f o r m e d at least for my o w n n e e d s . 

" I a m s p e n d i n g L e n t peaceful ly. J a n u a r y a n d F e b r u a r y w e r e m o d e r a t e ­
ly eventful m o n t h s . E v e r y day, I w o u l d s ing songs a n d h y m n s . 

" N o w i t i s L e n t . E a c h day, I m e d i t a t e on t h e P a s s i o n of C h r i s t : W e d ­
nesday, F r i d a y a n d S u n d a y , I go in spirit with t h e p e o p l e f rom V i d u k l 6 to t h e 
K a l n a i (a p o p u l a r p i l g r i m m a g e s i te - T r a n s . N o t e ) . I k e e p ask ing G o d all t h e 
t i m e t h a t V i d u k l ė n o t ge t t i r e d o n t h e r o a d t o G o d . 

" O n S u n d a y s a n d holydays, my soul i s in L i t h u a n i a , a n d especia l ly in 
t h e p a r i s h e s w h e r e I w o r k e d . T h o s e days a r e especia l ly difficult for m e . But o n c e 
m o r e , I offer this sacrif ice for my p e r s o n a l sins a n d t h o s e of my n a t i o n . 

"It w o u l d b e g o o d i f o n e o f t h e p r i e s t s w r o t e t o m e a b o u t t h e l i turgical 
c h a n g e s . T h e y t h o u g h t they w o u l d p u b l i s h all t e n v o l u m e s by 1985, i.e., in ten 
years . B u t now, I r e a d s o m e w h e r e t h a t t h e y h a d p u b l i s h e d only four. W h y ? W h a t 
w a s d o n e i n L i t h u a n i a i n h o n o r o f t h e B l e s s e d A r c h b i s h o p Jurg i s , a n d w h a t d o e s 
t h e Code of Canon Law a l low to be d o n e ? 

"In closing, I aga in g r e e t e v e r y o n e sincerely." 

F e b r u a r y 2 6 , 1 9 8 8 
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F r o m a le t te r of G i n t a u t a s I e š m a n t a s : 

"... Seven yea r s ago , d u r i n g my de fense s t a t e m e n t at my tr ial , I ex­

p r e s s e d the idea tha t I wou ld be h a p p y i f my s t eps wou ld p r o v i d e h o p e to a t 

least s o m e p e o p l e , a n d show t h e m the way. At that t ime , in a p o e m I r e a d which 

I c o m p o s e d in t he d u n g e o n s of t he K G B , I exp re s sed the h o p e : 

"We have sacrificed everything for you, O Freedom: 

Tranquility, love, success, desires, 

Our family pleasures we have spread beneath your feet, 

We dedicated boldness, longing dreams. 

Not terrible to our hearts appeared the dangers, 

With which you sign our steps at war. 

You are our star, our hope and our redemption. 

If only our hearts would flame with longing!... 

"I see tha t ou r wai t ing a n d h o p e s w e r e no t in vain, t h e bes t news is t ha t 

young h e a r t s a r e r e s p o n d i n g . Af te r all, t he h o p e a n d future o f ou r c o u n t r y i s o u r 

youth . T h e ice floes will m o v e only w h e n those se t t ing out on t he r o a d of life see 

T r u t h b e c o m e f i r ed up with des i r e for t ru th a n d f r eedom, f i nd t he s t r eng th a n d 

r e a s o n to r e n o u n c e mate r ia l g o o d s a n d profit , a n d d a r e t o sacrif ice t hemse lves 

for a high a n d n o b l e p u r p o s e . 

" T h e r e is no n e e d to apo log ize for see ing your way la te . I t i s neve r t o o 

la te . My j o u r n e y t o light a n d Reso lve was s o m e w h a t longer a n d m o r e complex . 

Y o u saw the s ta r ju s t in t ime, in your youth , w h e n every th ing still lies b e f o r e o n e . 

H o w e v e r , this i s no t e n o u g h . I t i s necessa ry a lso to t rus t t h e T r u t h found so tha t 

you can c l imb the scaffold for i t with light hea r t . W i t h o u t waver ing or d o u b t . 

Bu t this i s poss ib le only w h e n you a r e su re tha t tha t t ru th i s t he rea l T r u t h , a n d 

i t a l one mus t b e c o m e the e s s e n c e a n d dec id ing factor in h u m a n ex i s tence . 

"When o n e d o e s not have f i rm convic t ions , o n e often looks to o t h e r s . 

I t i s no t i n d e p e n d e n t . A n d see ing tha t t h e r e i s no th ing to d e p e n d on , b e c o m e s 

confused , d is i l lus ioned a n d even b r o k e n . In c a m p , I me t such peop le . . . 

"You set forth on a road, 

where there is nothing to distract you. 

You remain a support to yourself, 

when in the storm it seems 

Towers crumble, icefloes split. 

Glowing with victory in the battle, 

you are obliged to help others understand. 

Are not the proud oaks a source of strength to us? 

You were nothing. Today you have to exceed yourself, 

forgetting it was late. 

You have been able to throw off your dream 

with a flight of fancy. 
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Even in darkness, remember there is light. 

You are the continuation of its restlessness. 

"See w h a t a task is wai t ing ! We a r e in a s i tua t ion w h e r e only we c a n 
h e l p ourse lves . C o m p r o m i s e s c a u s e d a m a g e , not easily r e p a r a b l e , t o t h e goa l 
w h i c h w e a r e seeking." 

D e c e m b e r 2 8 , 1 9 8 7 

N E W S F R O M T H E D I O C E S E S 

K a i š i a d o r y s 
On J a n u a r y 17, 1988, in t h e C a t h e d r a l o f Telš ia i , H i s Excel lency, 

B i s h o p V i n c e n t a s Sladkevičius, having r e a d t h e lesson a n d G o s p e l d e s i g n a t e d 
for t h e S u n d a y , a d d r e s s e d t h e faithful, saying that i t i s n e c e s s a r y to love t r u t h 
a n d i f n e e d b e , to d e f e n d i t f rom lies a n d ca lumny. T h e b i s h o p said t h a t he felt 
a n ob l iga t ion t o r e s p o n d t o a n ar t ic le c o n c e r n i n g h i m b y c o r r e s p o n d e n t A . 
Chaikovsky, p u b l i s h e d J a n u a r y 12, 1988, in Tiesa. T h e ar t ic le is cal led, " T h e 
Chronicle is B a s e d on C a l u m n i e s " . 

" W h a t is w r i t t e n in this ar t ic le c o n c e r n i n g me," t h e b i s h o p said, "is a 
p u r e lie. T h e only t r u t h i s t h a t I was p r e p a r e d that d a y to go o u t w h e n t w o 
s t r a n g e r s ca l led on me a n d i n t r o d u c e d t h e m s e l v e s a s c o r r e s p o n d e n t s o f Tiesa." 

T h e b i s h o p r e c e i v e d t h e m a s h e d o e s all ca l ler s o n b u s i n e s s . T h e 
s t r a n g e r s w e r e officious a n d aloof, t h e t o n e o f t h e i r q u e s t i o n s , a l m o s t aggres­
sive. T h e first q u e s t i o n : "Why do you refuse to p u b i s h a C a t h o l i c n e w s p a p e r ? " 

T h e b i s h o p r e p l i e d breifly, " W e refuse b e c a u s e i t i s obv ious to e v e r y o n e 
t h a t t h e n e w s p a p e r will not b e t h e k ind C a t h o l i c s n e e d . W e n e e d a n e w s p a p e r 
s imi lar in c o n t e n t to t h e k ind which C a t h o l i c d i o c e s e s publ i sh, for e x a m p l e , in 
t h e G e r m a n D e m o c r a t i c R e p u b l i c . " 

T h e s e c o n d q u e s t i o n : " D o you r e a d t h e Chronicle?" 

T h e b i s h o p r e s p o n d e d , " N o t now." 
To t h e q u e s t i o n , " D i d you r e a d i t e a r l i e r ? W h a t do you th ink o f it?", 

t h e b i s h o p e x p l a i n e d that t h e Chronicle is a n e c e s s a r y p u b l i c a t i o n s ince it ra i ses 
difficulties w h i c h t h e C h u r c h in L i t h u a n i a a n d t h e faithful, vict ims o f d i s c r i m i n a ­
t ion a n d o f a t t a c k s b y t h e a the i s t s a n d officials, e n c o u n t e r . 

H e r e t h e b i s h o p gave t h e r e p o r t e r s a n e x a m p l e , i n c o n n e c t i o n wi th his 
m o t h e r ' s funera l . W h i l e t h e b i s h o p was i n i n t e r n a l exile, his m o t h e r d i e d . T h e 
m o t h e r w i s h e d t o b e i n t e r r e d i n h e r nat ive par i sh o f Žas l ia i . W h e n a p p l i c a t i o n 
w a s m a d e to t h e local g o v e r n m e n t asking for a t ruck to t a k e t h e casket with t h e 
m o t h e r ' s r e m a i n s t o Žas l ia i , g o v e r n m e n t officials sarcast ica l ly r e t o r t e d , "Let his 
m o t h e r r o t here . . . " 

H a v i n g l i s tened t o t h e b i s h o p ' s a c c o u n t with frowns o n t h e i r faces, t h e 
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Bishop Vincentas Sladkevičius, created Cardinal in May 1988. 

r e p o r t e r s p u t a t h i r d q u e s t i o n : " W h a t d o you th ink o f F a t h e r R o k a s P u z o n a s ? " 
T h e b i s h o p r e p l i e d t h a t F a t h e r R o k a s P u z o n a s i s a g o o d , e x e m p l a r y 

pr ies t . S u c h i s t h e o p i n i o n of all t h e pr ies t s . 

T h e r e w e r e n o fur ther q u e s t i o n s . B i s h o p S ladkevič ius d i d n o t s p e a k 
e i t h e r a b o u t his youth, n o r a b o u t t h e fact that h e l a c k e d t h e w h e r e w i t h a l t o b u r y 
his m o t h e r a n d a s k e d t h e a s s i s t a n c e o f t h e c h a i r m a n o f t h e c o m m u n a l farm, n o r 
a b o u t sports . . . N o r a b o u t t h e " i m p r o v e m e n t " o f life, n o r a b o u t t h e fact t h a t t h e 
Chronicle i s c a u s i n g d i s t rus t a m o n g pr ie s t s a n d t h a t t h e b i s h o p d o e s n o t a g r e e 
wi th " a t t a c k s o n t h e g o v e r n m e n t " , t h a t t h e r e n u n c i a t i o n o f a n "official pub l ica­
t ion" h a d b e e n hasty, a n d t h a t h e h a d w a r n e d F a t h e r R o k a s P u z o n a s . . . 

Conclusion: If Tiesa, t h e official o r g a n of t h e C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e of 
t h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y o f L i t h u a n i a , d a r e s t o lie s o b r a z e n l y a b o u t B i s h o p Vin­
c e n t a s Sladkevič ius , i t i s n o t difficult to u n d e r s t a n d h o w little t r u t h t h e r e i s in 
t h a t s a m e ar t ic le by r e p o r t e r Chaikovsky, w h i c h w a s c a r r i e d for t h r e e issues o f 
Tiesa. 

Š a k i a i 
O n J a n u a r y 19, 1988, t h e pr ie s t s o f t h e rayon w e r e s u m m o n e d t o t h e 

Šakia i Rayon Execut ive C o m m i t t e e . T h e Vice C o m m i s s i o n e r for R e l i g i o u s Af­
fairs, J u o z ė n a s , c a m e t o m e e t with t h e pr ies t s . H e i n f o r m e d t h e pr ie s t s t h a t p l a n s 
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Msgr. Juozapas Žemaitis, Dean of Sakiai. 

a r e a foot to issue n e w Regulations for Religious Associations, in which, a c c o r d ­
ing t o him, t h e r e q u i r e m e n t s o f t h e C h u r c h w o u l d b e c o n s i d e r e d . A t this po int , 
he s t a t e d : "As long as t h e n e w Regulations have not b e e n c o n f i r m e d , i t i s neces­
sary t o a d h e r e strictly t o t h e old." 

W h e n t h e P a s t o r o f Lukšiai , F a t h e r L i o n g i n a s Kunevič ius , a s k e d 
w h e t h e r t h e new Regulations for Religious Associations w o u l d be s u b m i t t e d for 
p u b l i c c o n s i d e r a t i o n , a n d w h e t h e r t h e clergy w o u l d b e ab le t o m a k e c o m m e n t s , 
J u o z ė n a s r e p l i e d , " T h e rel ig ious p e o p l e in o u r c o u n t r y a r c a minor i ty , so t h e r e 
is no s e n s e in s u b m i t t i n g t h e Regulations for publ ic discuss ion." 

T h e D e a n o f Sakiai, M s g r . J u o z a p a s Ž e m a i t i s , t r i e d t o a s c e r t a i n why 
t h e Soviet g o v e r n m e n t s u p p r e s s e d all t h e re l ig ious o r d e r s w h i c h h a d b e e n 
o p e r a t i n g a t t h e t i m e in L i t h u a n i a . T h e Vice C o m m i s s i o n e r for R e l i g i o u s Af-
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fairs, J u o z ė n a s , r e p l i e d t h a t he d i d not k n o w why this was done! ( T r u e , lately in 
t h e p r e s s f rom t i m e t o t ime, br ief news i tems a p p e a r with t h e i d e a t h a t s o m e o f 
the i r h o u s e s , for e x a m p l e , in Liškiava, be r e t u r n e d . Incidenta l ly , t h e re l ig ious 
o r d e r s ' s p h e r e of activity i s strictly o u t l i n e d h e r e . B e s i d e s str ict c o n t r o l by t h e 
g o v e r n m e n t a theis t s , t h e s e w o u l d b e c o m e a p p e n d a g e s t o t h e col lect ive farms, 
g r o w i n g vegetab les ; a n d n o m a t t e r h o w p a r a d o x i c a l , t h e g o v e r n m e n t w o u l d 
"allow" t h e m t o n u r s e o n e o r t h e o t h e r ail ing old p e r s o n . ) 

At t h e e n d of t h e m e e t i n g , as a g e s t u r e of " f r iendship a n d c o o p e r a ­
tion", an offer w a s aga in m a d e to t h e pr ies t s to t a k e a d v a n t a g e o f t h e excurs ion 
b e i n g special ly o r g a n i z e d to a c o m m u n a l pig farm. T h e p r i e s t s categor ica l ly 
re fused t h e excurs ion . 

G a r g ž d a i ( K l a i p ė d a R a y o n ) 
At t h e b e g i n n i n g of F e b r u a r y 1988, t h e pr ie s t s of t h e Rayon w e r e sum­

m o n e d to t h e K l a i p ė d a Rayon Execut ive C o m m i t t e e for a m e e t i n g with govern­
m e n t officials. Execut ive C o m m i t t e e Vice C h a i r m a n V. L e i t a r e a d t h e p r i e s t s a 
l e c t u r e p r e p a r e d by t h e Office of t h e C o m m i s s i o n e r for R e l i g i o u s Affairs, in 
which, b a s e d on r e c o r d s o f i n t e r r o g a t i o n s d u r i n g t h e Stal in e r a , B i s h o p s Vin­
c e n t a s Bor isev ič ius a n d P r a n c i š k u s R a m a n a u s k a s o f Telš ia i a r c insu l ted a n d 
ca l led " h e l p e r s o f t h e b a n d i t s " . D u r i n g t h e l e c t u r e , F a t h e r J o n a s Pakalni šk i s , 
P a s t o r o f t h e p a r i s h o f L a u k u v a , a n d F a t h e r J o n a s K a u n e c k a s , P a s t o r o f S k a u d ­
vilė, w e r e a c c u s e d of de l iver ing "politically a m b i g u o u s " s e r m o n s . 

Af ter t h e l e c t u r e , F a t h e r J u o z a p a s J a n a u s k a s r e m i n d e d e v e r y o n e t h a t 
B i s h o p R a m a n a u s k a s was c o n s t a n t l y d e m e a n e d i n Soviet l a b o r c a m p , a n d 
w o r k e d as a p r i w y j a n i t o r . B i r u t ė K a l e n d r i e n ė , D i r e c t o r of t h e Rayon Divis ion 
of A g i t a t i o n a n d P r o p a g a n d a r e t o r t e d , "Such a b a n d i t d e s e r v e d it!" 

F a t h e r A n t a n a s Šeškevičius, A s s o c i a t e P a s t o r o f t h e P a r i s h o f 
G a r g ž d a i , n o t e d , not w i t h o u t r e a s o n , " T h e l e c t u r e s h o w s that Sta l in i sm i s r e t u r n ­
ing to L i t h u a n i a . " 

D u r i n g t h e m e e t i n g with g o v e r n m e n t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , t h e pr ie s t s w e r e 
w a r n e d n o t to p r a y for L i t h u a n i a in c h u r c h on F e b r u a r y 16. 

A l y t u s 
On F e b r u a r y 4 , 1 9 8 8 , t h e pr ie s t s o f t h e City a n d Rayon o f Alytus w e r e 

s u m m o n e d to t h e Rayon E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e for a "talk". P a r t i c i p a t i n g in t h e 
talk was Firs t S e c r e t a r y R y b a k o v o f t h e city's P a r t y C o m m i t t e e , a n d Vice C h a i r ­
m a n M a k š t u t i s . A l s o p a r t i c i p a t i n g was t h e e d i t o r o f t h e Rayon n e w s p a p e r , t h e 
d i r e c t o r o f t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f F i n a n c e s , S e c o n d P a r t y S e c r e t a r y Alek­
sandrav ič ius , a city a r c h i t e c t , several d e p u t i e s a n d even t h e Rayon p r o c u r a t o r . 

T h e b a s i c r e a s o n for t h e p r i e s t s ' g a t h e r i n g w a s t o w a r n t h e m sternly 
n o t t o try t o a r r a n g e any c h u r c h c o m m e m o r a t i o n s o n t h e o c c a s i o n o f F e b r u a r y 
16. 
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Bishop Ramanauskas upon his return from Siberia in 1956. 

T h e officials d e m a n d e d t h a t o n F e b r u a r y 14-16, n o services b e or­
g a n i z e d i n t h e c h u r c h e s t o c o m m e m o r a t e t h e a n n i v e r s a r y o f t h e i n d e p e n d e n c e 
o f L i t h u a n i a . "Otherwise , " w a r n e d Alytus P a r t y C o m m i t t e e Fi r s t S e c r e t a r y 
R y b a k o v , "we h a v e t h e r ight to c lose t h e c h u r c h e s i f t h e y a r e u s e d for o t h e r t h a n 
re l ig ious p u r p o s e s . " 

In his r e p o r t , Alytus Rayon E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e C h a i r m a n A n ­
tanavič ius q u o t e d Canon Law r e g a r d i n g w h a t a pr ies t m a y d o , w h a t he is for­
b i d d e n , a n d obviously, c o m m e n t e d o n everyth ing i n his o w n way. 

T h e d e c e a s e d b i s h o p s o f t h e L o w l a n d c r s , Bor isev ič ius a n d R a m a n a u s ­
kas, w e r e r e c a l l e d bit ter ly, a s o r g a n i z e r s a n d h e l p e r s o f t h o s e w h o r e s i s t e d t h e 
Soviet g o v e r n m e n t after t h e war . N o r w e r e t h e B i s h o p s o f t h e D i o c e s e o f 
Vilkaviškis, Skv i reckas a n d Brizgys, o v e r l o o k e d . 
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I t w a s the i r fault, t h e g o v e r n m e n t officials b r a z e n l y l ied, t h a t d u r i n g 
a n d after t h e war, L i t h u a n i a lost a b o u t f i v e h u n d r e d pr ies t s . S o m e o f t h e m , w h o 
w e r e against t h e Soviet g o v e r n m e n t w h e n i t c a m e in in 1940, h a d to flee to t h e 
W e s t . O t h e r s , w h o c o o p e r a t e d wi th t h e pos t-war r e s i s t a n c e , w e r e i s o l a t e d from 
t h e publ ic . 

F o r p u r p o s e s o f i l lustrat ion, confess ions w h i c h h a d b e e n o b t a i n e d 
d u r i n g i n t e r r o g a t i o n s w e r e r e s u r r e c t e d f rom t h e archives, even t h o u g h d u r i n g 
t h e so-cal led r e s t r u c t u r i n g , even t h e official p r e s s r e p o r t s widely t h e m a n n e r in 
w h i c h confess ions w e r e o b t a i n e d d u r i n g Sta l in-era, h o w Sta l in p u t e v e n his m o s t 
loyal g e n e r a l s i n t h e p r i s o n e r s ' d o c k , a n d h o w his h e n c h m e n "legally" t o o k c a r e 
o f t h o s e c o n d e m n e d . 

F a t h e r Vytautas G u s t a i t i s i n d i c a t e d F a t h e r A n t a n a s M i e l d a ž y s a s a 
vict im o f t h e Stalinist t e r r o r , a n d s u g g e s t e d t h a t h e b e a s k e d h o w h e got t e n years 
in p r i s o n for an a l leged c r i m e against t h e Soviet g o v e r n m e n t . 

F a t h e r R u m š a s was faulted for t h e "non-re l ig ious c o n t e n t " o f his ser­
m o n s . F a t h e r P r a n a s R a č i ū n a s was r e q u i r e d not t o al low t h e illegal pr ies t s , 
R i č a r d a s R e p š y s a n d J o n a s B o r u t a , to w o r k in his par i sh . In t h e w o r d s o f Ex­
ecut ive C o m m i t t e e Vice C h a i r m a n M a k š t u t i s , no pr ies t w i t h o u t a cer t i f icate is­
s u e d by P e t r a s Ani l ionis h a s t h e r ight to w o r k in any p a r i s h . 

V i c e C h a i r m a n L a u k i e n ė , of t h e Alytus Rayon E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e , 
s u b m i t t e d e x a m p l e s showing that not all p r ie s t s a b i d e by g o v e r n m e n t regula­
t ions . S o m e of t h e m p r e a c h unsuitably, like t h e p a s t o r o f t h e p a r i s h of Kiauk­
liai, R o k a s P u z o n a s , A n t a n a s a n d K a z i m i e r a s G r a ž u l i s , a s well a s J o n a s 
K a u n e c k a s ; o t h e r s e r e c t c r o s s e s a n d s t a t u e s i n t h e c h u r c h y a r d w i t h o u t ask ing 
p e r m i s s i o n , like F a t h e r V y t a u t a s I n s o d a , a n d t h e P a s t o r o f B u t r i m o n y s , E d v a r ­
d a s Kraujal i s , whi le F a t h e r Vac lovas S t a k ė n a s h o l d s a C h r i s t m a s p a r t y for 
c h i l d r e n a t an u n s u i t a b l e t i m e . 

T h i s t i m e , not a single pr ies t m e n t i o n e d in t h e r e p o r t k e p t s i lent. A n d 
w h e n t h e City E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e C h a i r m a n J a n u š a u s k i e n ė b e g a n s h o w i n g a 
m o d e l o f n e w rayons b e i n g e r e c t e d , t h e pr ie s t s a s k e d w h e r e t h e n e w c h u r c h 
w o u l d b e e r e c t e d . P a r t y S e c o n d S e c r e t a r y A l e k s a n d r a v i č i u s t r i e d t o a s s u r e 
t h e m , "If i t i s n e e d e d , t h e r e will be a c h u r c h also..." W i t h this, t h e m e e t i n g e n d e d . 

P a s v a l y s 
At t h e b e g i n n i n g of F e b r u a r y 1988, pr ie s t s w o r k i n g in t h e rayon w e r e 

s u m m o n e d t o t h e Pasvalys E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e . A t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e m e e t ­
ing, t h e E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e C h a i r m a n to ld t h e pr ie s t s a b o u t t h e e c o n o m i c at­
t a i n m e n t s o f t h e r e p u b l i c , a n d a t t h e e n d o f his talk, h e b e g a n t o w a r n t h a t t h e r e 
b e n o p r a y e r s for L i t h u a n i a i n t h e c h u r c h e s F e b r u a r y 16. T h i s w o u l d b e a n ant i-
Soviet excess, jus t like t h e p l a c i n g of f lowers at t h e graves a n d m o n u m e n t s of 
f reedom-f ighters . 

T h e A s s o c i a t e P a s t o r o f Pasvalys, F a t h e r A l g i m a n t a s P e t k u n a s , ex-
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p l a i n e d to t h e c h a i r m a n that this year, Soviet officials with the i r v a r i o u s in ter­
dicts , h a d publ ic ized F e b r u a r y 16 as n e v e r b e f o r e . As for p r a y i n g for o n e ' s 
c o u n t r y in c h u r c h , t h e law n o t only d i d n o t forbid it, b u t e v e n r e q u i r e d it. 

O n F e b r u a r y 16, i n Pasvalys, p e o p l e p l a c e d flowers a t t h e m o n u m e n t 
of P e t r a s Vileišis, s igner of t h e Declaration of Independence. 

Š i l u t ė 
O n F e b r u a r y 1,1988, pr ies t s a n d L u t h e r a n p a s t o r s o f t h e Rayon w e r e 

s u m m o n e d t o t h e Ši lutė Rayon Execut ive C o m m i t t e e . T h e C h a i r m a n o f t h e Ex­
ecut ive C o m m i t t e e r e a d t h e clergy a l e c t u r e sent by C o m m i s s i o n e r for R e l i g i o u s 
Affairs P e t r a s Ani l ionis , in which, q u o t i n g t h e r e c o r d s o f S ta l in-era i n t e r r o g a ­
t ions, a n a t t e m p t w a s m a d e t o d e n i g r a t e B i s h o p s V i n c e n t a s Bor isev ič ius a n d 
P r a n c i š k u s R a m a n a u s k a s . 

F a t h e r Z e n o n a s D e g u t i s a s k e d t h a t l e c t u r e r s i n t h e future n o t give s u c h 
talks, b e c a u s e t o d a y e v e r y o n e knows, even from official s o u r c e s , h o w "s ta te­
m e n t s " w e r e o b t a i n e d in t h e days o f Stal in. 

T h e Rayon E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e C h a i r m a n w a r n e d t h e pr ie s t s t h a t o n 
F e b r u a r y 16, t h e r e b e n o c o m m e m o r a t i o n o f t h e hol iday i n c h u r c h e s . T h e p r i e s t s 
r e p l i e d , " I n d e p e n d e n t L i t h u a n i a i s a h i s tor ica l fact, a n d its c o m m e m o r a t i o n c a n ­
n o t be c o n s i d e r e d e i t h e r a c a l u m n y or an anti-Soviet excess." 

P r i e n a i 

In t h e m i d d l e of M a r c h 1988, m e m b e r s of rayon p a r i s h c o m m i t t e e s 
w e r e s u m m o n e d to P r i e n a i for a m e e t i n g with R e l i g i o u s Affairs C o m m i s s i o n e r 
P e t r a s Ani l ioni s . I n t h e beg inning, t h o s e a s s e m b l e d w e r e s h o w n t h e f i l m , 
Catholics in the Soviet Union, w h i c h Rel ig ious Affairs C o m m i s s i o n e r Ani l ioni s 
la ter c o m m e n t e d o n himself. 

T h e C o m m i s s i o n e r t r i e d t o s h o w t h a t i n t h e Soviet U n i o n , t h e r e i s 
w o n d e r f u l f r e e d o m of re l ig ion. T h e faithful a s k e d i f t h e r e i s s u c h w o n d e r f u l 
f r e e d o m , t h e n why a r e t h e r e pr ie s t s i n p r i s o n ? Ani l ionis e x p l a i n e d t h a t t h e 
p r i e s t s t h e m s e l v e s d id n o t wish to leave p r i s o n . "Even i f t h e y t h r e w t h e m a n d all 
the i r j u n k o u t of pr i son, t h e y t h e m s e l v e s w o u l d b r i n g i t r ight b a c k ! " 

Al legedly, in p r i s o n t h e y a r e m o r e useful to foreign r e a c t i o n a r i e s . 
T o t h e q u e s t i o n why t h e r e a r e s o m a n y c h u r c h e s c l o s e d i n L i t h u a n i a , 

t h e C o m m i s s i o n e r r e p l i e d that , "Only t h o s e w e r e c l o s e d i n w h i c h b a n d i t s c o n ­
c e a l e d w e a p o n s . " 

In his s p e e c h , Ani l ionis r id icu led B i s h o p V i n c e n t a s S ladkevič ius o f 
Kai ša idorys , a c c u s i n g h i m o f d i s r e g a r d i n g t h e Soviet g o v e r n m e n t a n d n o t a t­
t e n d i n g m e e t i n g s with g o v e r n m e n t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . " T h e Soviet g o v e r n m e n t will 
n o t p a y a t t e n t i o n to s u c h bishops," t h e C o m m i s s i o n e r t r i e d to f r ighten his lis­
t e n e r s . 

T h e C o m m i s s i o n e r w a s n o t c o m f o r t e d b y t h e fact t h a t i n L i t h u a n i a , 
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a c c o r d i n g t o h im, t h e r e a r e m a n y u n m a r r i e d w o m e n m a s q u e r a d i n g a s n u n s . 
"They try t o o b t a i n e m p l o y m e n t a t c h u r c h e s , a n d t h e n d r a g t h e p r i e s t s i n t o ant i-
Soviet activities," Ani l ioni s said, offering as an e x a m p l e Nijolė S a d ū n a i t ė , t h e 
l a u n d r e s s a t t h e p a r i s h o f P a b e r ž ė , a n d t h e organis t a t Ž a r ė n a i - L a t v e l i a i , R e g i n a 
T e r e s i ū t ė . 

T h e C o m m i s s i o n e r d e m a n d e d that c h u r c h c o m m i t t e e s n o t h i r e s u c h 
as t h o s e m e n t i o n e d , b u t w o u l d h i r e little o l d lad ies locally for w o r k in c h u r c h . 
I t i s Ani l ionis ' s convic t ion t h a t local little o ld lad ies a r e m o r e su i tab le for this . 

T a u r a g ė 
O n M a r c h 2 1 , 1988, m e m b e r s o f rayon p a r i s h c o m m i t t e e s w e r e s u m ­

m o n e d to t h e m o t i o n p i c t u r e t h e a t e r in T a u r a g ė for a m e e t i n g wi th R e l i g i o u s 
Affairs C o m m i s s i o n e r , P e t r a s Ani l ioni s . At t h e b e g i n n i n g of t h e m e e t i n g , a f i lm, 
Catholics in the Soviet Union, w a s shown. Ani l ionis , c o m m e n t i n g on t h e film 
shown, t r i e d to c o n v i n c e his l i s teners , " A l t h o u g h rel ig ion i s i n c o m p a t i b l e wi th 
C o m m u n i s t moral i ty , f r e e d o m of w o r s h i p i s fully g u a r a n t e e d to be l ievers in t h e 
Soviet U n i o n . " 

O n l y i t i s t o o b a d t h a t pr ies t s , ca l led e x t r e m i s t s by t h e C o m m i s s i o n e r , 
a b u s e t h a t f r e e d o m . A s a n e x a m p l e , h e m e n t i o n e d t h r e e s e r m o n s given b y 
F a t h e r J o n a s K a u n e c k a s d u r i n g a rel ig ious festival o f M a r y a t t h e Calvary of t h e 
L o w l a n d e r s in 1987, in which, a c c o r d i n g to Ani l ionis , t h e pr ies t said n o t h i n g 
a b o u t M a r y , b u t s imply inc i ted t h e faithful not t o a c c e p t C o m m u n i s t ideology. 

"Such p r i e s t s will n o t be a l lowed to give s e r m o n s a t t h e Calvary o f t h e 
L o w l a n d e r s d u r i n g o t h e r big festivals. A n d i f F a t h e r K a u n e c k a s d o e s n o t s t o p 
giving s u c h s e r m o n s , t h e c h u r c h o f Skaudvi lė will b e c l o s e d . T h e p a r i s h c o u n c i l 
o f Skaudvi lė s h o u l d r e p r o v e F a t h e r K a u n e c k a s , a n d n o t a l low h i m t o give ant i-
Soviet s e r m o n s , " Ani l ionis a r g u e d . 

O n e o f t h e w o m e n i n t h e a u d i t o r i u m a s k e d t h e s p e a k e r , "If t h e r e i s s o 
m u c h re l ig ious f r e e d o m , t h e n why a r e t e a c h e r s n o t a l lowed t o g o t o c h u r c h 
o p e n l y a n d to p a r t i c i p a t e in services?" 

" A r e n ' t you b e i n g t o o z e a l o u s ? I f you wish to know, go a n d i n q u i r e a t 
t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f E d u c a t i o n , " t h e a n n o y e d C o m m i s s i o n e r s h o t b a c k . 

Similar a n s w e r s w e r e given to all t h e q u e s t i o n s s u b m i t t e d by t h e faith­
ful. 

Š i a u l i a i 
O n M a r c h 2 4 , 1 9 8 8 , t h e m e m b e r s o f t h e c o m m i t t e e s o f twenty o f city 

a n d rayon re l ig ious a s s o c i a t i o n s w e r e s u m m o n e d to t h e Offices o f t h e Šiauliai 
City E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e . 

P a r t i c i p a t i n g i n t h e m e e t i n g was V i c e C o m m i s s i o n e r J u o z ė n a s o f t h e 
C o u n c i l for R e l i g i o u s Affairs, Šiauliai City E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e V i c e C h a i r ­
m a n G a u r i l č i k i e n ė , a n d t h e Šiauliai Rayon E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e V i c e C h a i r -
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m a n . V i c e C o m m i s s i o n e r J u o z ė n a s e x p r e s s e d a n n o y a n c e b e c a u s e i n L i t h u a n i a , 
p r i e s t s a r e s h o w i n g u p w h o , i n his w o r d s , u s e t h e C h u r c h for pol i t ical p u r p o s e s . 

A s a n e x a m p l e , h e u s e d t h e c h u r c h e s o f St. A n n a n d St. N i c h o l a s i n 
Vi lnius, a n d St. G e o r g e i n Šiauliai . J u o z ė n a s par t icu lar ly c o n d e m n e d t h e V o i c e 
o f A m e r i c a a n d o t h e r p r o g r a m s for a n n o u n c i n g in a d v a n c e o f F e b r u a r y 16 in 
w h i c h c h u r c h e s a n d a t w h a t t i m e s t h e r e w o u l d b e services for t h e h o m e l a n d . H e 
fau l ted F a t h e r K a z i m i e r a s G r a ž u l i s , A s s o c i a t e P a s t o r o f t h e C h u r c h o f St. 
G e o r g e in t h e City of Šiauliai, o f c o n d u c t i n g services for L i t h u a n i a a n d for t h e 
s e r m o n s w h i c h w e r e d e l i v e r e d o n t h a t o c c a s i o n . 

" Y o u a r e t h e rea l o v e r s e e r s o f t h e C h u r c h , " J u o z ė n a s t o l d t h e c h u r c h 
c o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s , " a n d you a r e ob l iged t o s e e everyth ing a n d k n o w every­
t h i n g w h i c h t a k e s p l a c e i n your c h u r c h e s . D o n o t th ink t h a t w e c a n n o t , o r d o 
n o t h a v e t h e r ight, o f p u t t i n g pr ie s t s like G r a ž u l i s in p r i s o n ; we have, b u t we a r e 
wa i t ing for t h e m t o s t r a i g h t e n o u t . W e k n o w h o w t o t a k e c a r e o f d i s o b e d i e n t 
pr iests ," J u o z ė n a s e x p l a i n e d . " Y o u yourse lves k n o w w h a t h a p p e n e d t o F a t h e r s 
A l f o n s a s Svar inskas a n d Sigitas T a m k e v i č i u s . N o w t h e y c a n d o n o t h i n g ! " 

V ice C o m m i s s i o n e r J u o z ė n a s d e m a n d e d t h a t c o m m i t t e e m e m b e r s 
k e e p t r a c k o f t h e pr ies t s , w a t c h i n g h o w t h e y s p e n d m o n e y , a n d h e e m p h a s i z e d 
t h a t t h e n e c e s s a r y s u m m u s t b e a l l o t t e d t o t h e P e a c e F u n d . 

After t h e m a i n p r e s e n t a t i o n , q u e s t i o n s w e r e t a k e n . J . Šileikis a s k e d , 
"Surely, w e L i t h u a n i a n s a r e n o t f o r b i d d e n t o love o u r h o m e l a n d a n d t o p r a y for 
i t?" 

N o t rece iv ing a reply, Šileikis c o n t i n u e d , " F e b r u a r y 16, after p a r t i c i p a t ­
ing in serv ices for t h e c o u n t r y , we c a r r i e d f lowers to t h e graves o f v e t e r a n s w h o 
d i e d i n t h e w a r s o f i n d e p e n d e n c e . A t t h e seminary, a b o u t 2 0 K G B a g e n t s w e r e 
o n g u a r d , p h o t o g r a p h i n g e v e r y o n e w h o c a m e t o t h e c e m e t e r y . Af ter p l a c i n g o u r 
f lowers a n d praying, w e d i s p e r s e d . 

"But w h a t d i d t h e Soviet p r e s s r e p o r t ? T h e r e w a s a p l e t h o r a of l ibel­
lous ar t ic les c o n c e r n i n g visitors to t h e c e m e t e r y F e b r u a r y 16. L i t h u a n i a i s a 
C a t h o l i c country , t h e L a n d o f C r o s s e s . D o w n t h r o u g h t h e c e n t u r i e s , i t h a s b e e n 
o p p r e s s e d b y o n e o r t h e o t h e r o c c u p a n t , b u t always t h e c h u r c h e s o p e r a t e d a n d 
n o o n e d e m o l i s h e d crosses . But w h e n t h e Soviets c a m e in, m a n y c h u r c h e s w e r e 
t u r n e d i n t o w a r e h o u s e s a n d c o n c e r t halls, pr ies t s w e r e a r r e s t e d e n m a s s e , a n d 
m a n y ar t i s t ic c r o s s e s w e r e v a n d a l i z e d . S o i n c o n n e c t i o n wi th r e s t r u c t u t i n g , p e r ­
h a p s i t n o w poss ib le to b e g i n r e s t o r i n g t h e crosses w h i c h w e r e d e s t r o y e d . I s i t 
p e r m i t t e d to e r e c t a c ross in o n e ' s o w n y a r d ? " a s k e d Šileikis. 

T h e reply was negat ive. W h e n s o m e o n e f rom t h e a u d i t o r i u m a s k e d i f 
a re l ig ious n e w s p a p e r o r m a g a z i n e w o u l d s o m e d a y b e p u b l i s h e d , J u o z ė n a s 
r e p l i e d very vaguely, expla in ing t h a t q u i t e a bit of t i m e c o u l d go by b e f o r e t h e y 
w e r e a l l o w e d to have a n e w s p a p e r . 

T o t h e q u e s t i o n w h e t h e r t h e C a t h e d r a l o f Vi lnius w o u l d b e r e t u r n e d , 
a n d w h e t h e r c h u r c h e s might b e e r e c t e d i n t h e n e w cities s u c h a s Naujoj i A k m e n ė 
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a n d E l e k t r ė n a i , J u o z ė n a s r e p l i e d i n t h e negat ive . 
A s k e d w h e n B i s h o p Ju l i jonas S t e p o n a v i č i u s o f t h e A r c h d i o c e s e o f Vil­

n ius w o u l d finally b e ab le t o r e s u m e his S e e a n d c a r r y o u t his p a s t o r a l funct ions 
w i t h o u t i n t e r f e r e n c e , V i c e C o m m i s s i o n e r J u o z ė n a s t r i e d t o exp la in t h a t t h e 
g o v e r n m e n t i s d e c i d i n g this q u e s t i o n , a n d t h a t h e himsel f h a d g o n e t o s e e B i s h o p 
S t e p o n a v i č i u s . B u t t h e w h o l e p r o b l e m was t h a t t h e b i s h o p refuses t o c h a n g e his 
a t t i t u d e . A t t h a t p o i n t , t h e c o n v e r s a t i o n b r o k e off, J u o z ė n a s e x p l a i n e d . T h e n 
a n d t h e r e , h e e x p r e s s e d t h e h o p e t h a t H i s Excel lency, B i s h o p Ju l i jonas 
S t e p o n a v i č i u s , w o u l d s o o n h a v e t o give u p his d i r e c t d u t i e s b e c a u s e o f o ld age, 
a n d t h e n , t h e affairs o f t h e A r c h d i o c e s e of Vi lnius, in his o p i n i o n , w o u l d t a k e a 
t u r n for t h e b e t t e r . 

"After c o n s u l t a t i o n with t h e b i s h o p s , o n e o f t h e m s h o u l d b e s e n t t o 
Vi lnius, a n d this q u e s t i o n w o u l d b e solved," V i c e C o m m i s s i o n e r J u o z ė n a s o f t h e 
C o u n c i l for R e l i g i o u s Affairs e n d e d his talk. 

A l y t u s 
On S e p t e m b e r 10, 1987, t h e Alytus Rayon n e w s p a p e r Communist 

Tomorrow p r i n t e d an ar t ic le by S . K a m a r a u s k a s , ent i t l ed , "Why D o e s F a t h e r 
A n t a n a s G r a ž u l i s S o w L i e s ? " 

In t h e ar t ic le , F a t h e r G r a ž u l i s i s a c c u s e d of v io lat ing Soviet law, a n d 
o f inci t ing anti-Soviet a t t i t u d e s . T h e a foresa id a r t ic le e v o k e d r e s e n t m e n t a m o n g 
t h e faithful of Alytus . 

On S e p t e m b e r 19, t h e y sent a l e t te r to e d i t o r s of t h e Rayon n e w s p a p e r , 
Communist Tomorrow. In t h e le t ter , t h e y w r o t e , 

"... Y o u w r i t e t h a t F a t h e r G r a ž u l i s b r e a k s Soviet law. W h y d i d you n o t 
give specif ic e x a m p l e s ? W h e r e , w h e n a n d w h a t laws d i d h e b r e a k ? I s t h e 
p r o c l a i m i n g of t r u t h in p u b l i c a d e n i g r a t i o n of o n e ' s life? 

" W e t h e faithful o f t h e p a r i s h of Alytus k n o w F a t h e r G r a ž u l i s as a g o o d 
a n d e x e m p l a r y pr ies t . W e n e v e r h e a r d h i m p r a c t i c i n g d e m o g o g e r y i n his ser­
m o n s , o r r id icu l ing m a t e r i a l p r o g r e s s ; o n t h e c o n t r a r y , F a t h e r u r g e s p e o p l e t o 
m a k e a b e t t e r life, b u t jus t n o t to forget t h a t all m a n p o s s e s s e s i s jus t a m e a n s 
of r e a c h i n g e terni ty . 

" W e a g r e e w h e n F a t h e r G r a ž u l i s advises p a r e n t s n o t t o a l low t h e i r 
c h i l d r e n t o j o i n a t h e i s t i c o r g a n i z a t i o n s . D o a the i s t s advise t h e i r c h i l d r e n t o g o 
t o c h u r c h a n d t o p r a y e a c h day? 

" W e , t h e faithful, d e m a n d t h a t t h e e d i t o r reca l l t h e a f o r e s a i d art icle," 
t h e p e o p l e o f A l y t u s e n d the i r s t a t e m e n t . T h e l e t t e r w a s s igned b y 1609 o f t h e 
faithful. 

T h e D e c e m b e r 3-9,1987 issue of t h e n e w s p a p e r Gimtasis kraštas (Na­

tive Land) p u b l i s h e d an i t e m cal led, " C o n c e r n i n g t h e I n c i d e n t in Rokiškis . " A 
c o m p l e t e l y a n a l o g i c a l i n c i d e n t t o o k p l a c e i n t h e c e m e t e r y o f Alytus . Af ter t h e 
a n n o u n c e m e n t w a s m a d e O c t o b e r 2 5 i n t h e c h u r c h i n Alytus I I , c o n c e r n i n g t h e 
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A 1985 procession in the parish of Alytus II. 

All Sou l s ' c o m m e m o r a t i o n , a n d its h o u r which , incidental ly , d id not conflict wi th 

t h e civil g o v e r n m e n t ' s c e r e m o n y , a n d so cou ld no t in te r fe re with anybody , t he 

p r i e s t s w e r e r e p e a t e d l y s u m m o n e d to t h e Rayon Execu t ive C o m m i t t e e , t h e r e 

having "consul ted" with officials, to rece ive t he a p p r o p r i a t e pe rmi t . 

W h e n the A s s o c i a t e Pas to r , F a t h e r A n t a n a s Gražu l i s , exp la ined that 

a c c o r d i n g to t he Regulations for Religious Associations, no specia l p e r m i t was 

n e e d e d for c e r e m o n i e s in t he ceme te ry , t h e D i r e c t o r o f t he F inanc ia l Sec t ion 

b e g a n visit ing t h e r e c t o r y wi th a g r o u p of female staff m e m b e r s . At t h e t ime , he 

was subs t i tu t ing for t h e City Execu t ive C o m m i t t e e Vice C h a i r m a n , A . 

M a k š t u t i s . 

T h e D i r e c t o r o f t he F inanc ia l Sec t ion d id no t concea l his ange r w h e n 

he failed severa l t imes to f ind F a t h e r Gražu l i s a t h o m e . In va r ious city o rgan iza -
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t ions , w o r d was p a s s e d a long tha t t he pr ies t s w e r e d o i n g s o m e t h i n g illegal. 

On N o v e m b e r 1 , w h e n the pr ies t s a n d faithful a r r ived a t t he c e m e t e r y , 

l oud m u s i c was be ing p l ayed over ampli f iers , a n d only after r e p e a t e d r e q u e s t s 

by a p r ies t a n d faithful, i t was t u r n e d d o w n . A la rge g r o u p of mili t ia a n d secur i ty 

po l i ce w e r e s u m m o n e d t o t he c e m e t e r y w h e r e they demons t r a t i ve ly 

p h o t o g r a p h e d the pa r t i c i pan t s i n t he c e r e m o n i e s , a n d t h e p r ies t s . W h e n the 

p roce s s ion h a d g o n e s o m e d i s t ance f rom t h e main ga tes , t h e m u s i c was t u r n e d 

on again at full v o l u m e . 

Af te r All Souls ' , Execu t ive C o m m i t t e e Vice C h a i r m a n M a k š t u t i s t r i ed 

by t e l e p h o n e t o s u m m o n F a t h e r Gražu l i s t o t h e Execu t ive C o m m i t t e e t o explain 

himself r e g a r d i n g the " t ransgress ion" which h a d b e e n p e r p e t r a t e d . M a k š t u t i s 

a l l eged tha t a p r o c e s s i o n was o rgan i zed in t he c e m e t e r y (a c ross a n d two m o u r n ­

ing b a n n e r s w e r e c a r r i e d as r e q u i r e d by the Funeral Missal pub l i shed wi th 

g o v e r n m e n t p e r m i s s i o n ) , bu t for p roces s ions , a pe rmi t f rom the Execu t ive C o m ­

mi t t ee is necessa ry . 

F a t h e r Gražu l i s , having exp la ined tha t t he Regulations for Religious 

Associations r e q u i r e no specia l pe rmi s s ion of g o v e r n m e n t officials for re l igious 

c e r e m o n i e s in t h e chu rch , c h u r c h y a r d , o r c eme te ry , a n d m a k e no excep t ions for 

p roces s ions , re fused to go for a r o u t i n e g o v e r n m e n t s ca r e . 

So the s i tua t ion i s t he s a m e as that in Rokišk i s , only in Aly tus , no o n e 

apo log ized to t h e p r i e s t s a n d n o n e o f t he g o v e r n m e n t officials was d i sc ip l ined 

for in ter fer ing with re l igious c e r e m o n i e s . 

I t is s t r a n g e r still tha t even the official pub l i ca t ion of t h e r epub l i c , 

Tiesa, j o i n e d in this d e m a n d by local officials to cance l re l ig ious services in t he 

c e m e t e r y . On t h e eve of N o v e m b e r 1, i t r e p r i n t e d from the Aly tus Rayon 

n e w s p a p e r , Communist Tomorrrow, an ar t ic le by S. K a m a r a u s k a s , en t i t l ed , 

"Why D o e s F a t h e r A n t a n a s Gražu l i s Sow Lies?" , t he g r o u n d l e s s n e s s o f which 

1,609 faithful of t h e par i sh of Aly tus II testif ied to in the i r pe t i t ion to agenc ie s . 

Š i l u v a 
T h i s i s t h e e ighth year tha t on t he t h i r t e en th of e a c h m o n t h , t h e faith­

ful a s s e m b l e d at t he sh r ine of Šiluva from all over L i thuan ia , p r ay ing to M a r y 

a n d ask ing he r in te rcess ion . F e b r u a r y 13 ,1988 , w a s spec ia l . A g r o u p of p r ies t s 

a n d laity, in a specia l a n n o u n c e m e n t which was c a r r i e d even over foreign r ad io , 

u r g e d the faithful a t t he Sh r ine of Šiluva to p ray for L i thuan ia , c o m m e m o r a t i n g 

t h e seven t ie th ann ive rsa ry o f L i t h u a n i a n I n d e p e n d e n c e . 

T h e Vi ln ius a n d Rayon K G B w a r n e d the pr ies t s of Šiluva in a d v a n c e , 

a n d s ternly d e m a n d e d tha t t h e r e "not be any k ind o f excesses". 

On F e b r u a r y 12, t he dr ivers o f b u s e s in o p e r a t i o n in fo rmed p a s s e n g e r s 

tha t f rom n o o n F e b r u a r y 12, unti l after n o o n F e b r u a r y 13, n e i t h e r b u s e s n o r 

taxes wou ld be t ravel l ing to Šiluva. A n d so for a who le day, no t a single b u s 

t rave l led to Šiluva. Pr iva te a u t o m o b i l e s w e r e no t p r e v e n t e d from driving to 
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Šiluva, t rave l lers w h o h a d p u r c h a s e d a d v a n c e d t ickets h a d t h e i r m o n e y 
r e f u n d e d . 

O n F e b r u a r y 13, t h e r o a d s t o Šiluva w e r e full o f p e d e s t r i a n s . F o r t h e 
p r i n c i p a l M a s s , t h e c h u r c h was a l r e a d y full o f t h e faithful, with a b o u t 2,000 wor­
s h i p p e r s a s s e m b l e d . Five pr ie s t s c o n c e l e b r a t e d M a s s , a n d a b o u t 1,200 o f t h e 
faithful r e c e i v e d H o l y C o m m u n i o n . 

Af ter t h e s o l e m n services - a d o r a t i o n a n d b e n e d i c t i o n o f t h e B l e s s e d 
S a c r a m e n t - t h e w h o l e c h u r c h s a n g t h e n a t i o n a l a n t h e m . L e a v i n g c h u r c h , t h e 
w o r s h i p p e r s p r a y i n g t h e rosary w e n t i n o r d e r l y r a n k s t o w a r d t h e c h a p e l . I n t h e 
c h a p e l , M a s s w a s offered for L i t h u a n i a , a n d a s e r m o n o n t h e t h e m e o f t h e j u b i l e e 
w a s p r e a c h e d . Af ter services, t h e n a t i o n a l a n t h e m a n d "Lietuva brangi" 

("Beloved Li thuania" ) , w e r e sung. 

P la in c l o t h e s secur i ty pol ice, milit ia a n d auxil iary p o l i c e w e a r i n g r e d 
a r m b a n d s , o f w h o m s o m a n y w e r e b r o u g h t i n f rom Vilnius a n d o t h e r a r e a s 
F e b r u a r y 13, v i d e o t a p e d t h e a s s s e m b l e d w o r s h i p p e r s , b u t d i d n o t i n t e r f e r e i n 
t h e services. 

T e l š i a i 

O n F e b r u a r y 16, 1988, t h e s a c r i s t a n s o f t h e C a t h e d r a l o f Telš ia i , t h e 
y o u n g m e n G e d i m i n a s N u m g a u d i s a n d Egidi jus G r i c i u s , w e r e g e t t i n g r e a d y t o 
p l a c e f lowers o n t h e g r a v e s o f t h o s e t o r t u r e d t o d e a t h i n t h e F o r e s t o f R a i n i a i . 
A t t h e g a t e s o f t h e o ld city c e m e t e r y , secur i ty p o l i c e i n muft i d e t a i n e d t h e m 
w i t h o u t p r e s e n t i n g any ident i f icat ion. S o m e t i m e later , m i l i t i a m e n s h o w e d u p 
a n d d r o v e t h e m t o t h e Telš ia i City P o l i c e D e p a r t m e n t , falsely a c c u s i n g t h e m o f 
res i s t ing officials by us ing physical force, a n d s e n t e n c e d t h e m to fifteen days in 
jai l . 

N u m g a u d i s a n d G r i c i u s , p r o t e s t i n g against t h e i l legal a c t i o n s o f t h e 
g o v e r n m e n t officials, p r o c l a i m e d a h u n g e r s t r ike s t a r t i n g F e b r u a r y 17, a n d on 
F e b r u a r y 19, t h e y w r o t e p r o t e s t s t o t h e p r o c u r a t o r a n d t h e milit ia chief o f t h e 
Ci ty of Telš ia i . 

K e l m ė 

O n F e b r u a r y 10, 1988, A u t o I n s p e c t o r K a z l a u s k a s s h o w e d u p a t t h e 
h o m e o f R e g i n a T e r e s i ū t ė , r e s i d i n g a t K e l m ė , Laisvės 11, a n d t o l d h e r t o dr ive i n 
h e r o w n a u t o m o b i l e t o t h e I n t e r n a l Affairs D e p a r t m e n t i n K e l m ė , os tens ib ly for 
a c h e c k of h e r dr iver ' s l icense . 

M i s s T e r e s i ū t ė re fused t o l i s ten t o t h e i n s p e c t o r , a r g u i n g t h a t s h e h a d 
n o t b r o k e n any traffic laws a n d if, for u n k n o w n r e a s o n s , a u t o i n s p e c t i o n staff 
w e r e d i s p l e a s e d wi th h e r t r i p , t h e y s h o u l d have s t o p p e d h e r o n t h e way. 

I n s p e c t o r K a z l a u s k a s angri ly s t a t e d t h a t i f M i s s T e r e s i ū t ė w o u l d n o t 
g o o f h e r o w n free will, s h e w o u l d b e t a k e n b y force. T h e front l icense p l a t e w a s 
r e m o v e d f rom M i s s T e r e s i ū t ė ' s a u t o m o b i l e , o n t h e p r e t e x t t h a t h e r c a r w a s i n 
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d i s r e p a i r , a n d s h e c o u l d n o t dr ive it. 
O n F e b r u a r y 14, 1988, Dis t r ic t C h a i r m a n V a l d e m a r a s Mei l iu l i s a n d 

an a g e n t of t h e milit ia, c a m e to t h e r e c t o r y of Ž a r ė n a i - L a t v e l i a i (Šiaul iai Rayon), 

t o look for R e g i n a T e r e s i ū t ė . T h e y a c c u s e d M i s s T e r e s i ū t ė o f living u n r e g i s t e r e d 
a n d t h u s , b r e a k i n g p a s s p o r t ru les . 

M i s s T e r e s i ū t ė e x p l a i n e d t h a t s h e d i d n o t live a t t h a t a d d r e s s , b u t only 
w o r k e d t h e r e . T h e officials d e m a n d e d t h a t t h e y o u n g w o m a n b e s u r e t o c o m e 
t o t h e Šakynai Dis t r ic t E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e , F e b r u a r y 16. M i s s T e r e s i ū t ė 
ca tegor ica l ly re fused to go, a n d e x p l a i n e d t h a t F e b r u a r y 16 i s t h e n a t i o n a l 
hol iday, a n d t h a t day, s h e really c o u l d n o t c o m e . I f necessary, s h e w o u l d c o m e 
a d a y la ter . 

T h e officials w e r e n o t p l e a s e d with s u c h a reply. T h a t s a m e day, a t 
a b o u t 5:00 P . M . , Dis t r ic t C h a i r m a n Meil iul is , Šiauliai A u t o I n s p e c t i o n Chie f 
D a k n y s a n d o n e o t h e r mi l i t iaman, ca l led o n M i s s T e r e s i ū t ė a t t h e r e c t o r y . T h e y 
o r d e r e d M i s s T e r e s i ū t ė t o g o t o t h e I n t e r n a l Affairs D e p a r t m e n t o f K e l m ė im­
m e d i a t e l y . 

M i s s T e r e s i ū t ė again categor ica l ly re fused t o g o a n y w h e r e wi th t h e m . 
T h a t day, officials c a m e to t h e r e c t o r y on t h e s a m e b u s i n e s s for a t h i r d t i m e a t 
a b o u t 8:00 P . M . T h i s t i m e , t h e y d i d n o t f i n d M i s s T e r e s i ū t ė . 

O n F e b r u a r y 15, 1988, i n Telš iai , A u t o I n s p e c t i o n d e t a i n e d M i s s 
T e r e s i ū t ė , as s h e w a s r id ing in a smal l a u t o m o b i l e t o g e t h e r wi th t h e p a s t o r of t h e 
p a r i s h o f Ž a r ė n a i - L a t v e l i a i , F a t h e r A l g i r d a s P a k a m a n i s , a n d forced h e r t o g o t o 
t h e Telš ia i Mil i t ia D e p a r t m e n t . H e r e , M i s s T e r e s i ū t ė ' s dr iver ' s l i c e n s e a n d 
F a t h e r P a k a m a n i s ' s a u t o m o b i l e r e g i s t r a t i o n f rom t h e Telš ia i Mi l i t ia D e p a r t ­
m e n t w e r e t a k e n away. 

T h e y w e r e t a k e n b y force t o t h e K e l m ė I n t e r n a l Affairs D e p a r t m e n t . 
T h e r e , M i s s T e r e s i ū t ė was sent f rom o n e office t o a n o t h e r , w h e r e mil i t ia offi­
cials p r o m i s e d t o r e t u r n h e r dr iver ' s l icense a n d t h e l icense p l a t e w h i c h h a d 
b e e n r e m o v e d , i f only s h e w o u l d a g r e e t o c o o p e r a t e wi th t h e K G B . M i s s 
T e r e s i ū t ė categor ica l ly re fused. S h e also re fused t o wr i te a n e x p l a n a t i o n . "It ' s 
n o t my fault t h a t F e b r u a r y 15 i s fol lowed by t h e 16th a n d n o t t h e 17th, for w h i c h 
i t w a s n e c e s s a r y to t a k e away my l icense p l a t e a n d l icense. N e x t year, I w o u l d 
suggest t h a t in g e n e r a l , F e b r u a r y 16 be s t r icken from t h e c a l e n d a r , i f i t gives you 
s o m u c h u n e a s e , " M i s s T e r e s i ū t ė sa id. 

M i s s T e r e s i ū t ė w a s r e l e a s e d from t h e Mil i t ia D e p a r t m e n t a t a b o u t 6:00 
P . M . 

V i d u k l ė ( R a s e i n i a i Rayon) 

On t h e evening of J a n u a r y 2 6 , 1 9 8 8 , a g r o u p of p r i e s t s a n d faithful o f 
o n e m i n d with F a t h e r Al fonsas Svar inskas g a t h e r e d i n t h e c h u r c h o f V i d u k l ė for 
t h e t r a d i t i o n a l a n n u a l d a y o f p r a y e r for i m p r i s o n e d p r i e s t s a n d o t h e r p r i s o n e r s 
of c o n s c i e n c e . I t i s t h e f i f th y e a r of F a t h e r Svar inskas ' i n c a r c e r a t i o n or, as he 
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says, " t h e t r a i n i n g sent by G o d " . ( A s of A u g u s t 1 , 1988, F a t h e r Svar inskas w a s 
r e l e a s e d f rom c a m p o n c o n d i t i o n t h a t h e leave L i t h u a n i a . O n A u g u s t 2 3 , 1 9 8 8 , 
h e a r r i v e d i n W e s t G e r m a n y . - T r a n s . N o t e ) 

F o r t h e f i f t h year, o n a q u i e t J a n u a r y evening, w e m a d e t h e W a y o f t h e 
C r o s s a n d H o l y M a s s w a s offered. T u r n i n g t o t h e Sacrif ice o f Chr i s t , w e t h a n k e d 
t h e M o s t H i g h for t h e fact t h a t o n e o r a n o t h e r from o u r m i d s t w a s a l lowed n o t 
by force, b u t o u t o f his o w n s i n c e r e will, to offer himsel f a n d to c a r r y t h e c r o s s 
t o G o l g o t h a for awhi le . T h a t t h e c ross i s c a r r i e d wi th g o o d will, t h e g e n e r a l 
p u b l i c o f L i t h u a n i a h a s u n d e r s t o o d u p o n see ing t h e d o c u m e n t a r y f i lm Who Are 

You, Father Svarinskas? S e e i n g t h e film, even p e o p l e of inimical beliefs a r e 
s u r p r i s e d : " W h a t i s this fault of t h e p r i e s t ? " In f i lm t h e a t e r s , d u r i n g showings, 
a p p l a u s e w a s often h e a r d i n s u p p o r t o f F a t h e r Svar inskas . 

O n e t h i n g i s c lear . S o long a s t h e r e a r e p r i e s t s a n d laity willing t o 
sacri f ice t h e m s e l v e s for C h u r c h a n d country , so long will t h e idea l s of faith, 
mora l i ty , a n d f r e e d o m i n o u r n a t i o n not b e d e s t r o y e d . 

K a u n a s 
O n S u n d a y , F e b r u a r y 2 1 , 1988, after H i g h M a s s a t t h e K a u n a s 

C a t h e d r a l , w h e r e a c o m m e m o r a t i o n of t h e f i f t ie th a n n i v e r s a r y of t h e d e a t h of 
M s g r . A d o m a s J a k š t a s - D a m b r a u s k a s h a d t a k e n p l a c e , a large g r o u p o f resi­
d e n t s o f K a u n a s a n d o f faithful w h o h a d c o m e from e l s e w h e r e , a s s e m b l e d a t t h e 
g rave o f M s g r . J a k š t a s - D a m b r a u s k a s , l o c a t e d in t h e c a t h e d r a l ' s o u t e r wall. 

The, Angelus, Lietuva Brangi, a n d t h e n a t i o n a l a n t h e m w e r e sung. Ver­
ses a b o u t t h e his tory a n d o c c u p a t i o n o f t h e country , t h e pos t-war g e n o c i d e , a n d 
t h e sp i r i tua l a n d e x t e r n a l o p p r e s s i o n m e t with a p p l a u s e . P a r t i p a n t s w e r e f i l m e d 
b y m o r e t h a n o n e m o v i e c a m e r a a n d m a n y chekis t s i n mufti w a t c h e d . 

W h e n t h e litt le g r o u p o f w o r s h i p p e r s t u r n e d i n t o Vi lnius S t r e e t , i t w a s 
a t t a c k e d b y t h r e e o r four K G B a g e n t s w h o se ized t h e y o u n g G i n t a s Sakavičius, 
r e s i d i n g in K a p č i a m i e s t i s , a n d d r a g g e d h i m to t h e P o ž ė l a Rayon Mil i t ia D e p a r t ­
m e n t , l o c a t e d a t t h e next i n t e r s e c t i o n . T h e handful o f t h e faithful w h o w i t n e s s e d 
t h e i n c i d e n t , a n g e r e d b y t h e b e h a v i o r o f t h e K G B , fol lowed t o d e m a n d t h a t t h e 
unjust ly d e t a i n e d y o u n g m a n b e r e l e a s e d a s s o o n a s poss ib le . All testif ied t h a t 
Sakavič ius h a d d o n e n o t h i n g w r o n g , b u t t h a t h e h a d b e e n se ized b y s o m e sort 
o f h o o l i g a n s (you c a n ' t call t h e m anyth ing e l se) . 

T o t h e e n e r g e t i c d e m a n d s o f t h o s e a s s e m b l e d , t h e m i l i t i a m e n 
r e s p o n d e d wi th q u e s t i o n s w h e t h e r t h e y w e r e not Sakavič ius ' s re lat ives a n d 
fr iends, w h e r e t h e y w e r e from, e t c . T h e p e o p l e r e p l i e d t h a t i t w a s c o m p l e t e l y 
i m m a t e r i a l . T h e y h a d s e e n that t h e y o u n g m a n h a d b e e n a r r e s t e d for n o r e a s o n 
a t all, a n d s t a t e d t h a t t h e y w o u l d n o t d i s p e r s e unti l h e was r e l e a s e d . 

Mil i t ia Chief Š a t k a u s k a s to ld all o f t h e m to wait in t h e s t r e e t . Af ter 
severa l d o z e n m i n u t e s , Sakavičius was r e l e a s e d . 
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V i d u k l ė ( R a s e i n i a i R a y o n ) 
O n J u n e 27,1987, i n t h e t e r r i t o r y o f t h e p a r i s h o f V i d u k l ė , a t t h e r o a d ­

s ide n e a r a smal l forest, be l ievers e r e c t e d a w o o d e n cross wi th t h e i n s c r i p t i o n , 
"In M e m o r y o f t h e 600 Y e a r J u b i l e e o f t h e N a t i o n ' s B a p t i s m . " 

O n J u n e 28, t h e p e o p l e devout ly visited t h e cross , p r a y e d b e f o r e it, a n d 
s a n g h y m n s . T h e night o f J u n e 29, Rayon K G B , led by P e t r a s St i rba, M a n a g e r 
o f t h e Prysmantis Col lect ive F a r m , k n o c k e d t h e c r o s s d o w n . 

R u d a m i n a (Lazdi ja i Rayon) 

On M a r c h 19, 1988, in t h e c h u r c h o f R u d a m i n a , t h e Fest ival o f St. 
J o s e p h w a s t a k i n g p l a c e , t o g e t h e r with t h e L e n t e n r e t r e a t . M a s s w a s b e i n g of­
f e r e d for t h e la te F a t h e r J u o z a s Z d e b s k i s , f o r m e r p a s t o r o f t h e p a r i s h , o n t h e 
o c c a s i o n of his feast day. 

T h a t day, a little g r o u p of bel ieving y o u t h f rom Vilnius, K a u n a s , P r i e n a i 
a n d e l s e w h e r e , w e r e travel l ing t o t h e services t a k i n g p l a c e i n R u d a m i n a . T h e 
milit ia m e t t h o s e c o m i n g from Lazdi jai a n d from Šeš tokia i . T h e officials d e c e i t ­
fully a r g u e d t h a t R u d a m i n a i s i n t h e b o r d e r - z o n e , a n d a n y o n e wish ing t o e n t e r 
n e e d e d a p e r m i t . 

T h e s e c o n d vers ion o f t h e lie w a s t h a t mil i tary exerc i ses w e r e t a k i n g 
p l a c e in R u d a m i n a , so ent ry was f o r b i d d e n . T h a t day, t h e milit ia w o u l d n o t a l low 
e i t h e r p e o p l e in vehicles n o r t h o s e travel l ing on foot, to pass . T h e officials c h e c k ­
e d even s c h e d u l e d b u s e s . F r o m t h e m , Mili t ia Chief G r o v i s a n d J u n i o r S e r g e a n t 
V e r c h e n s k o r e m o v e d R o b e r t a s G r i g a s , M a r y t ė G u d a i t y t ė a n d o t h e r act ive r e p ­
r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e C a t h o l i c y o u t h . 

T h e a p p r o a c h t o R u d a m i n a was o p e n e d only after services i n c h u r c h 
w e r e over . 

IN T H E SOVIET S C H O O L 

Ž a r ė n a i - L a t v e l i a i ( Š i a u l i a i R a y o n ) 

On J a n u a r y 9 , 1988, Šakynai C h a i r m a n V a l d e m a r a s Mei l iu l i s a n d a 
K G B a g e n t ca l led o n M r s . B a r y s t i e n ė , a r e s i d e n t o f Ž a r ė n a i - L a t v e l i a i . T h e K G B 
a g e n t w o u l d n o t give his n a m e . M r s . B a r y s t i e n ė was w a r n e d t h a t h e r d a u g h t e r , 
R a s a Barys ta i tė , w a s as soc ia t ing with c h u r c h w a s h e r w o m a n R e g i n a T e r e s i ū t ė , 
a n d t h e la t ter , in t h e w o r d s of t h e officials, i s a "foreign spy". T h e y t r i e d to 
f r ighten t h e w o m a n , a c c u s i n g t h e p a s t o r o f t h e par i sh, A . P a k a m a n i s , o f dis­
t r i b u t i n g p o i s o n e d c a n d y t o c h i l d r e n c o m i n g t o c h u r c h . 

Af ter a br ie f q u e s t i o n i n g , M r s . B a r y s t i e n ė w a s to ld to sign a v a g u e of­
f i c i a l r e p o r t . O n J a n u a r y 13, a s imilar g o v e r n m e n t d e l e g a t i o n a g a i n s h o w e d u p 
a t t h e Baryst i s h o m e . E x p l a i n i n g that they w e r e f rom t h e n e w s p a p e r a n d h a d 
c o m e t o g a t h e r m a t e r i a l c o n c e r n i n g F a t h e r P a k a m a n i s a n d M i s s T e r e s i ū t ė , t h e y 
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r e p e a t e d l y o r d e r e d t h e p a r e n t s not t o a l low t h e c h i l d r e n t o a s s o c i a t e wi th t h e m . 
T h e y k e p t cal l ing M i s s T e r e s i ū t ė "a spy". 

Ž a r ė n a i - L a t v e l i a i 
O n F e b r u a r y 2 ,1988, s t u d e n t A l g i r d a s G r i c i u s was s u m m o n e d t o s e e 

P r i n c i p a l P u s t i e n ė i n t h e t e a c h e r s ' r o o m . H e w a s to ld not t o a s s o c i a t e wi th M i s s 
T e r e s i ū t ė , w h o c o u l d get h i m involved i n c r i m i n a l ant i - s ta te activity. O n 
F e b r u a r y 3 , T e a c h e r N a r u t a v i č i u s , t h e class l e a d e r , aga in " i n s t r u c t e d " G r i c i u s 
o n t h e s a m e subject . D u r i n g t h o s e days, t h e following p u p i l s o f t h e Ž a r ė n a i - L a t ­
veliai s c h o o l w e r e ca l led i n t o t h e office o f P r i n c i p a l P u s t i e n ė : D i a n a a n d R o m a 
S a m o š k a , D a l i a S t r o p a i t ė a n d R a i m u n d a G r i c i ū t ė . T h e p r i n c i p a l w a s i n t e r e s t e d 
in k n o w i n g w h i c h of t h e p u p i l s p a r t i c i p a t e d in a little C h r i s t m a s p r o g r a m ar­
r a n g e d a t t h e r e c t o r y J a n u a r y 3 , w h a t ro les t h e y p layed, w h o invited t h e m , a n d 
w h o o r g a n i z e d t h e m . 

Ž a r ė n a i - L a t v e l i a i 
O n J a n u a r y 11,1988, M r s . G r y t i e n ė , a t e a c h e r a t t h e n ine-year s c h o o l 

o f Ž a r ė n a i - L a t v e l i a i , c a m e t o t h e h o m e o f h e r pupi l R o b e r t a s G e d a m i n s k a s , a n d 
w a r n e d t h e m o t h e r t o forbid h e r son f rom serving a t M a s s . Af ter t h e t e a c h e r 
left, t w o m e n a n d t w o w o m e n s h o w e d u p a t t h e G e d a m i n s k a s h o m e . W i t h o u t 
identi fying t h e m s e l v e s a n d w i t h o u t even tel l ing w h e r e t h e y w e r e from, they 
b e g a n b e r a t i n g M r s . G e d a m i n s k i e n ė for a l lowing h e r son t o a s s o c i a t e with t h e 
p a s t o r o f t h e p a r i s h , F a t h e r P a k a m a n i s . T h e s t r a n g e r s w e r e d i s p l e a s e d a l so with 
t h e fact t h a t t h e son g o e s t o o t h e r p a r i s h e s a n d p a r t i c i p a t e s i n re l ig ious e v e n t s . 
T h e u n i n v i t e d gues t s a c t e d q u i t e rudely. T h e y e x a m i n e d i t e m s w i t h o u t asking, 
h a n d l e d t h e crucifix a n d a little s t a t u e o f M a r y . To t h e o w n e r s ' w a r n i n g , t h e y 
r e t o r t e d , " W h a t c a n h a p p e n t o t h e m ? T h e y ' r e only p i e c e s o f p las ter . " 

M r s . G e d a m i n s k i e n ė , a n n o y e d b y s u c h a r b i t r a r i n e s s , w r o t e a c o m p l a i n t 
t o t h e Šiaul ia i P a r t y C o m m i t t e e . 

K r u o p i a i (Šiaul iai Rayon) 

O n J a n u a r y 11, 1988, a t t h e K r u o p i a i M i d d l e S c h o o l , p u p i l A r ū n a s 
G e d a m i n s k a s w a s ca l led i n t o t h e p r i n c i p a l ' s office. T h e p u p i l w a s a s k e d why h e 
w e n t t o c h u r c h a n d w a s w a r n e d t h a t his m o t h e r w o u l d h a v e t o p a y a f i n e for 
h im. T h a t s a m e day, t e n t h - g r a d e r A . R a u s t y s was s u m m o n e d t o s e e t h e p r i n ­
cipal . A r ū n a s h a d t o expla in why h e h a d n o t b e e n i n s c h o o l over C h r i s t m a s 

S a l d u t i š k i s ( U t e n a Rayon) 

In his ar t ic le " T h e Chronicle is S h o t T h r o u g h with C a l u m n i e s " , in The 

Peasants' Newspaper, F e b r u a r y 6 , 1 9 8 8 , N o . 16, J o u r n a l i s t A r n o l d C h a i k o v s k y 
gives as an e x a m p l e of c a l u m n y t h e c a s e o f t h e school in Sa ldut i šk i s m e n t i o n e d 
in t h e Chronicle, in w h i c h at t h e funera l of t h e local p a s t o r , F a t h e r J . M a s a l s k i s , 

48 Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania, No. 77 



t h e t e a c h e r s l o c k e d t h e d o o r s s o t h a t p u p i l s w o u l d n o t r u n over t o c h u r c h — 
w h i c h i s r ight next to t h e s c h o o l - d u r i n g r e c e s s , a n d w o u l d n o t s e e t h e b i s h o p . 
T h e n t h e p u p i l s s t a r t e d j u m p i n g t h r o u g h t h e w i n d o w s . 

A c c o r d i n g t o Chaikovsky, t h e i n c i d e n t w a s c h e c k e d a n d d e n i e d b y O . 
Ž u k a i t ė , o r g a n i z e r o f e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r work, A s s i s t a n t P r i n c i p a l V . 
L a u r i n a v i č i e n ė , T e a c h e r V . L a p i n s k i e n ė , a n d s t u d e n t s . 

T h e b e g i n n i n g o f F e b r u a r y , this year, U t e n a Rayon E x e c u t i v e C o m ­
m i t t e e V i c e C h a i r m a n S imanavič ius c a m e t o Saldut i šk i s . " W h o j u m p e d t h r o u g h 
t h e w i n d o w s ? " S i m a n a v i č u s a s k e d . 

"I , " r e p l i e d e leventh-c lass V y t a u t a s Š t a r a s . 
" H o w c o u l d you have j u m p e d ? " T h e p r i n c i p a l d i d n o t w a n t t o bel ieve 

it. 
" I j u s t o p e n e d t h e w i n d o w a n d j u m p e d , " Š t a r a s e x p l a i n e d . 

A l y t u s 
A t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f F e b r u a r y , 1988, t h e P r i n c i p a l o f P r o f e s s i o n a l a n d 

T e c h n i c a l S c h o o l 57, s u m m o n i n g p u p i l G i n t a s B a c i u s k a t o his office, gr i l led h i m 
a b o u t w h e r e his b r o t h e r Algis B a c i u s k a , a n d his s ister-in-law M o n i k a B a c i u s -
k i e n ė - G r a ž u l y t ė w o r k e d . H e i n q u i r e d w h e r e h e p l a n s t o g o F e b r u a r y 16. T h e 
p r i n c i p a l t e l e p h o n e d K G B a g e n t Algis Gylys, w h o c a m e a n d i n t e r r o g a t e d t h e 
pupi l , a sk ing w h e t h e r t h e G r a ž u l i s e s d i d n o t u r g e h i m t o g o t o Vi ln ius F e b r u a r y 
16. 

T h e y t r i e d t o r e c r u i t h i m a s a K G B i n f o r m e r . H e w o u l d only h a v e t o 
s t o p b y F a t h e r G r a ž u l i s ' s m o r e often, a n d i n f o r m Gylys w h a t h e h a d h e a r d t h e r e . 
F o r t h a t p u r p o s e , t h e K G B a g e n t gave h i m his t e l e p h o n e n u m b e r s , a t w o r k a n d 
a t h o m e : 51-530 a n d 52-083. W h e n necessary , h e w o u l d invite h i m t h r o u g h t h e 
s c h o o l for a m o r e t h o r o u g h talk, Gylys e x p l a i n e d . 

W h e n G i n t a s B a c i u s k a c a m e t o c h u r c h F e b r u a r y 16, T e a c h e r B e r l i c k a s 
c a m e t o s e e h im, a n d to ld h i m t o g o k e e p vigil wi th officials t o b e h o n o r g u a r d 
a t t h e g rave o f J u o z a p a v i č i u s , an officer in I n d e p e n d e n t L i t h u a n i a . 

L i t h u a n i a n , r m e m b e r t h a t : 
F a t h e r Al fonsas Svar inskas 
F a t h e r Sigitas T a m k e v i č i u s 
Balys G a j a u s k a s 
P e t r a s G r a ž u l i s 
G i n t a u t a s I e š m a n t a s 
V i k t o r a s P e t k u s 

a n d o t h e r s w e a r t h e c h a i n s o f i m p r i s o n m e n t s o t h a t you m i g h t b e ab le 
t o live a n d be l ieve i n f r e e d o m ! ( S e e T r a n s l a t o r s ' N o t e above.) 

L i t h u a n i a , 1988 
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I N D E X O F P E R S O N S 

( G r a ž u l i s ) , A n t a n a s 6 
A d o m a i t i s , F a t h e r P r a n a s 1 7 
A l e k s a n d r a v i č i u s 3 6 , 3 7 
Ani l ionis , P e t r a s 2 2 , 2 3 , 3 7 , 3 8 , 

39 
A n t a n a v i č i u s 3 6 
A r a m i n a s , F a t h e r A . 1 9 
A t k o č i ū n a s , F a t h e r E d m u n d a s 

13 
Av ie tynas 26 
B a c i u s k a , Algis 49 
B a c i u s k a , G i n t a s 4 9 
B a c i u s k i e n ė - G ražulytė, M o n i k a 

49 
B a l i o n a s , F a t h e r J o n a s 1 7 
B a l i o n a s , F a t h e r L. 19 
B a r a n a u s k a s , F a t h e r J o n a s 1 6 
B a r k a u s k a s , F a t h e r J u o z a s 1 7 
Barys ta i tė , R a s a 4 7 
B a r y s t i e n ė , M r s . 4 7 
Baryst i s 47 
Beišytė, V e r o n i k a 26 
B e k a s o v a s , F a t h e r K ę s t u t i s 16 
B e r l i c k a s 49 
B e r t e š k a , F a t h e r J u o z a s 1 6 
Bilius, F a t h e r V l a d a s 17 
B o b i n a s , F a t h e r V l a d a s 1 7 
Borisevič ius, B i s h o p V i n c e n t a s 

i, 3 5 , 3 6 , 3 8 
B o r u t a , F a t h e r J o n a s 1 6 , 3 7 
Bri l ius, K ę s t u t i s 17 
Brizgys, B i s h o p V i n c e n t a s 3 6 
B ū d a s , F a t h e r V y t a u t a s 1 6 
B ū g a , F a t h e r J o n a s 1 7 
B u m b u l i s 10 
B u r b a , F a t h e r K a z i m i e r a s 1 6 
B u t k u s , F a t h e r V i k t o r a s 4 
B u t r i m o n y s 37 
Č ė s n a , F a t h e r V i n c a s 1 7 
Č e b e r i o k a s , F a t h e r J . 19 
Č e g e l s k a s , F a t h e r Boles lovas 16 
Č e p ė n a s , F a t h e r J u o z a s 1 9 
Č e r n a , F a t h e r A . 1 9 
Chaikovsky, A r n o l d 32, 3 3 , 4 8 , 

49 
Civilis, F a t h e r P. 19 

D a k n y s 4 5 
D a n i e l i u s , V i n c a s 1 0 , 2 6 , 2 7 
D a n y l a , F a t h e r J o n a s 1 2 , 1 9 
D a p k u n a s , A n t a n a s 1 0 
D e g u t i s , F a t h e r V a c l o v a s 16 
D e g u t i s , F a t h e r Z e n o n a s 3 8 
D e l t u v a , F a t h e r A l b i n a s 1 6 
Dovydai t i s , F a t h e r G v i d o n a s 1 7 
Dovydai t i s , P r a n a s 2 
Dulksnys , M s g r . K a z i m i e r a s i i 
D u m b l i a u s k a s , F a t h e r P e t r a s 1 7 
G a j a u s k a s , Balys 25, 49 
G a u r i l č i k i e n ė 3 9 
G a v ė n a i t ė , M o n i k a 2 6 
G e d a m i n s k a s 4 8 
G e d a m i n s k a s , A r ū n a s 4 8 
G e d a m i n s k a s , R o b e r t a s 4 8 
G e d a m i n s k i e n ė , M r s . 4 8 
G o r b a c h e v , M i k h a i l 1 0 , 1 2 , 1 3 , 

1 7 , 2 0 
G r a ž u l i s 4 9 
G r a ž u l i s , F a t h e r 4 9 
G r a ž u l i s , F a t h e r A n t a n a s 9 , 1 6 , 

3 7 , 4 1 , 4 2 , 4 3 
G r a ž u l i s , F a t h e r J u o z a s 1 7 
G r a ž u l i s , F a t h e r K a z i m i e r a s 9 , 

13, 37, 40 
G r a ž u l i s , P e t r a s 6 , 7 , 9 , 1 0 , 1 3 , 

25, 26, 27, 49 
G r i c i u s 4 8 
G r i c i u s , A l g i r d a s 48 
G r i c i u s , Egidi jus 44 
G r i c i ū t ė , R a i m u n d a 4 8 
G r i g a s , R o b e r t a s 3 , 7 , 1 3 , 1 7 , 

1 8 , 4 7 
Griškai t i s , R i č a r d a s 7, 25 
Griškev ič ius , P e t r a s 12 
G r o v i s 47 
G r u d z i n s k a s , F a t h e r J o n a s 1 7 
G r u s o k 8 
G r y t i e n ė , M r s . 4 8 
G u d a i t i s , Sigitas 26 
G u d a i t y t ė , M a r y t ė 4 7 
G u d a n a v i č i u s , F a t h e r G u s t a v a s 

13 
G u d ž i ū n a s 2 4 
G u m a u s k a s , F a t h e r J u o z a s 1 6 
G u o g i s , F a t h e r V y t a u t a s - S i m o -

n a s 17 
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G u s t a i n i s , F a t h e r Z . 2 0 
G u s t a i t i s , F a t h e r V y t a u t a s 3 7 
G u s t a i t i s , M s g r . A n d r i u s 16 
Gylys, Algis 49 
I e š m a n t a s , G i n t a u t a s 30, 49 
I n s o d a , F a t h e r V y t a u t a s 16, 37 
J a c k ū n a s , F a t h e r V l a d a s 1 7 
Jaka i t i s , F a t h e r J u o z a s 1 7 
J a k š t a s - D a m b r a u s k a s , M s g r . 

A d o m a s 4, 46 
Ja l inskas , F a t h e r V i n c a s 1 7 
J a n a u s k a s , F a t h e r J u o z a p a s 3 5 
J a n u š a u s k i e n ė , M r s . 3 7 
J a u d e g i s , F a t h e r A l b i n a s 1 6 
J a z o v 2 3 
J u o z ė n a s 3 3 , 3 4 , 3 9 , 4 0 , 4 1 
J u o z a p a v i č i u s 4 9 
K a l e n d r i e n ė , B i r u t ė 3 5 
K a m a r a u s k a s , A . 4 1 
K a m a r a u s k a s , S. 43 
K a m i n s k a s , F a t h e r J . 19 
K a n a p ė 2 7 
K a n č i a u k s a s , D o m a s 2 7 
Kanevič ius , F a t h e r L i o n g i n a s 17 
K a u n e c k a s , F a t h e r J o n a s 35, 

3 7 , 3 9 
Kaušyla, F a t h e r J . 19 
Kava l iūnas , F a t h e r L e o n a r d a s 

17 
K a z l a u s k a s 4 4 
K a z l a u s k a s , F a t h e r K. 19 
Kazokai t i s , Stanis lovas 27 
K e l p š a s , Saul ius 13 
Kiškis, F a t h e r V. 19 
K l e m e n s a s , F a t h e r B r o n i u s 17 
Klimavičius, F a t h e r J u o z a s 17 
Kraujal i s , F a t h e r E d v a r d a s 19, 

. 3 1 . . 
Krikščiukai t i s , F a t h e r P. 19 
K r i k š č i ū n a s , B i s h o p R o m u a l ­

d a s ii 
K r i s i ū n a i t ė , G e n o v a i t ė 26 
Kryževičius 26 
K u d i r k a , F a t h e r K a z i m i e r a s 1 6 
Kunevič ius , F a t h e r L i o n g i n a s 3 4 
L a b u k a s - M a t u l a i t i s , B i s h o p 

J u o z a s i i 
L a p i n s k i e n ė , V . 4 9 
L a s k a u s k a s , F a t h e r P. 19 

L a u k i e n ė , M r s . 3 7 
L a u r i n a v i č i e n ė , V . 4 9 
Laur inav ič ius , F a t h e r B r o n i u s 

19 
L e i t a , V. 35 
Liesis, F a t h e r A n t a n a s 1 6 
L iubšus , F a t h e r A n t a n a s 1 7 
Liutv inas , F a t h e r P r a n a s 1 7 
Lukoša i t i s , F a t h e r A n t a n a s 1 7 
L u n i u s , F a t h e r J . 2 0 
M a c e i n a , A n t a n a s 2 
M a i r o n i s 5 
M a k š t u t i s 36, 37 
M a k š t u t i s , A . 42, 4 3 
M a l i n a u s k a s , F a t h e r J o n a s 1 7 
M a r č i u l i o n i s , F a t h e r J u o z a s 1 7 
Masa l sk i s , F a t h e r J . 4 8 
M a s k e l i ū n a s , F a t h e r A n t a n a s 1 7 
Maskvytis, F a t h e r J o n a s 16 
M a t u l a i t i s 10 
M a t u l a i t i s , B lessed J u r g i s 2, 30 
M a t u l a i t i s , F a t h e r J u o z a s l 6 
M a t u l a i t i s , R i m a n t a s 2 6 
M a t u l e v i č i u s , F a t h e r J u o z a s 1 6 
M a t u l i o n i s , B i s h o p T e o f d i u s i, i i 
M a t u l i o n i s , F a t h e r J o n a s - K ą s t y -

tis 2 1 , 2 2 , 2 3 , 2 4 , 25 
Maže l i s , B i s h o p P e t r a s i i 
Meil iul is, V a l d e m a r a s 4 5 , 4 7 
Michelev ič ius , B i s h o p V l a d a s i i 
M i e l d a ž d y s , F a t h e r J u o z a s 1 6 
Mie ldažys , F a t h e r A n t a n a s 16, 

37 
Mika la jūnas , F a t h e r St. 17 
Milaš ius , F a t h e r I g n a s 19 
M o l o t o v 9 
M o n t v i l a , F a t h e r K a z i m i e r a s 1 7 
M o y n i h a n , D a n i e l P. 9 
N a r u t a v i č i u s 4 8 
Naujel i s 5 
Navickas , F a t h e r Z e n o n a s 13, 

19 
Novickis, F a t h e r M. 19 
N u m g a u d i s , G e d i m i n a s 4 4 
Pakalniškis , F a t h e r J o n a s 3 5 
P a k a m a n i s , F a t h e r A l g i m a n t a s 

47 
P a k a m a n i s , F a t h e r A l g i r d a s 45, 

4 7 , 4 8 
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P a l t a r o k a s , B i s h o p K a z i m i e r a s i 
Pa luka i t i s , F a t h e r J o n a s 1 7 
Pas i l iauskas , F a t h e r A l g i r d a s 17 
P e č i u k o n i s , F a t h e r J u o z a s 1 7 
Pečiu l i s , Z. 6 
Per la i t i s , F a t h e r P r a n a s 1 7 
P e t k ū n a s , F a t h e r A l g i m a n t a s 3 7 
P e t k u s , V i k t o r a s 4 9 
Pet rušev ič ius , F a t h e r V i n c a s 17 
Pl iorai t i s , F a t h e r I g n a s 17 
P l u m p a , P e t r a s 1 3 
Povi lonis , A r c h b i s h o p L i u d a s 

ii, 2 1 
P r a j a r a , F a t h e r V y t a u t a s 17 
P r e i k š a s , B i s h o p J u o z a s ii, 4, 22 
Puš inai t i s , F a t h e r G v i d o n a s 17 
P u s t i e n ė 4 8 
P u z o n a s , F a t h e r L . 1 9 
P u z o n a s , F a t h e r R o k a s 13,17, 

18,19, 3 2 , 3 3 , 37 
R a č i ū n a s , F a t h e r P r a n a s 1 6 , 3 7 
R a d z e v i č i u s , F a t h e r J u o z a s 1 7 
R a d z e v i č i u s , F a t h e r V a c l o v a s 

17 
R a m a n a u s k a s , B i s h o p P r a n a s i i 
R a m a n a u s k a s , B i s h o p P r a n ­

ciškus i, ii, 35, 36, 38 
R a u s t y s , A . 4 8 
R a ž u k a s , F a t h e r Boles lovas 1 7 
R e a g a n , R o n a l d 4 
R e i n y s , A r c h b i s h o p M e č i s l o v a s 

i 
R e p š y s , F a t h e r R i č a r d a s 3 7 
R i b b e n t r o p 9 
R o k i š k i s 4 1 
R u d z h e n s k o 2 6 
R u d z i n s k a s , F a t h e r Valer i jus 17 
R u m š a s , F a t h e r R o b e r t a s 19, 3 7 
R u s i n ą s , F a t h e r J o n a s 1 6 
R y b a k o v 3 6 
S a b e c k i s 8 
S a d a u s k a s , F a t h e r A . 2 2 
S a d a u s k a s , F a t h e r Al fonsas 1 7 
S a d ū n a i t ė , Ni jolė 13,18,39 
Saint C a s i m i r 7 
S a i n t L u k e 2 9 
Sakavičius, G i n t a s 10, 26, 46 
Šalčius, F a t h e r J u o z a s 16 
S a m o š k a , D i a n a 4 8 

S a m o š k a , R o m a 4 8 
Šatas , F a t h e r A . 1 9 
Š a t k a u s k a s 4 6 
Šeškevičius, F a t h e r A n t a n a s 

2 6 , 3 5 
Šileikis, J . 40 
Šilkinis, F a t h e r A. 19 
S imanav ič ius 49 
S i m o n of C y r e n e 28 
Simut i s , L i u d a s 13 
Sitka, F a t h e r P e t r a s 1 7 
Šiugžda, F a t h e r P . 19 
Skučas , F a t h e r G i n t a u t a s 1 7 
Skučas , F a t h e r K a z i m e i r a s 1 7 
Skvireckas, B i s h o p J u o z a p a s 3 6 
Sladkevičius, B i s h o p V i n c e n t a s 

ii, 3 2 , 3 3 , 3 8 
Sladkevičius, C a r d i n a l V i n c e n ­

tas ii, 3 2 , 3 3 
Smal inskas , F a t h e r L. 19 
Spr i tz in 25 
S t a k ė n a s , F a t h e r V a c l o v a s 16, 

18, 37 
Stal in ii, 5, 2 6 , 3 5 , 37, 38 
S t a n č i a u s k a s . F a t h e r Z . 1 9 
Stankevič ius , F a t h e r S. 19 
Š t a r a s , V y t a u t a s 49 
S t e p o n a i t i s , F a t h e r G i n t a u t a s 1 7 
S t e p o n a v i č i u s , B i s h o p J u l i j o n a s 

ii, 3, 7 , 8 , 9 , 1 2 , 1 9 , 4 1 
St i rba, P e t r a s 47 
Str ip inai t i s 26 
S t r o p a i t ė , D a l i a 4 8 
Svar inskas, F a t h e r Al fonsas 7, 

• 19, 22, 25, 28, 40, 45, 46, 
49 

Svent ickas, F a t h e r J u r g i s 17 
Švinkūnas, A n t a n a s 7 
Tėvel is , F a t h e r V y t a u t a s 17 
T a m k e v i č i u s , F a t h e r Sigitas 7, 

1 9 , 2 1 , 22, 25, 27, 29, 40, 
49 

T e r e s i ū t ė , R e g i n a 3 9 , 4 4 , 4 5 , 4 7 , 
48 

Trusov, Serge i 8 
U r b o n a s , F a t h e r Vi tas 1 6 
U ž k u r a i t i s , F a t h e r V y t a u t a s 17 
U ž u p i s , F a t h e r J u o z a s 1 7 
Vėlavičius, F a t h e r V i n c a s 2 6 
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V a g n e r i s , F a t h e r P e t r a s 1 7 
Vaič ius , B i s h o p A n t a n a s i i 
V a i t a u s k a s , F a t h e r V y t a u t a s 17 
Vala i ty tė, B r o n č 10,26 
V a l i a n a s , F a t h e r T a d e u š a s 1 7 
V e n c k u s , F a t h e r P . 19 
V e r c h e n s k o 4 7 
V e r o n i c a 2 8 
Vileišis 38 
Vi tkus, F a t h e r A n t a n a s 17 
Vover i s , F a t h e r J . 2 0 
V o z g i r d a s 2 3 
V y t a u t a s 6 
V y t a u t a s t h e G r e a t 2 0 
Yazov 7 
Ž e m a i t i s , M s g r . J u o z a p a s 3 4 
Ž e m a i t i s , M s g r . J u o z a s 17 
Ž e m a i t i s , R o m a s 2 1 , 2 6 
Ž u k a i t ė , 0 . 4 9 
Ž u k a u s k a s , F a t h e r R a i m o n d a s 

17 
Z d e b s k i s , F a t h e r J u o z a s 3, 8, 

1 9 , 4 7 
Z e m b l e c k i s , A r ū n a s 2 7 
Z u b r u s , F a t h e r J o n a s 1 2 , 1 9 

I N D E X O F PLACES 

Afghani s tan 10 
A l e k s o t a s 20 
A l k s n ė n a i 20 
A l m a - A t a 2 5 
Alovė 19 
Alytus 7 , 8 , 1 0 , 1 9 , 3 5 , 36, 37, 

4 1 , 4 3 , 4 9 
Alytus 1 1 0 , 1 9 
Alytus I I 6 , 8,10, 2 1 , 26, 4 1 , 4 3 
Anykšč ia i 20 
Bijutiškis 12, 19 
B i r š t o n a s 20 
Birža i 20 
B r i a n s k 8 
B u t r i m o n y s 19 
Byeloruss ia 18 
C h i t a 2 2 
Čiobi šk i s 19 

D a n y l o v 20 
D a u g a i 19 
D a u g i r d a i 7 
D a u k š i a i 10, 20 
Eišiškiai 20 

E l e k t r ė n a i 4 0 
G a r g ž d a i 10, 26, 35 
G a r l i a v a 13 
G e r d a š i a i 10 
G e r m a n D c m o c r a t i c R e p u b l i c 

1 5 , 3 2 
G r u z d ž i a i 19 
H e l s i n k i 1 0 , 1 2 , 1 3 , 1 4 
Ig l iauka 20 
Joni šk i s 18 
J u r b a r k a s 2 1 
K ė d a i n i a i 20 
Kai š iadorys ii, 19, 32, 38 
K a l e s n i n k a i 2 1 
Kalvainiai 20 
Kalvari ja 1 0 , 2 0 
K a p č i a m i e s t i s 2 6 , 4 6 
K a p s u k a s 2 , 6 , 7 ,10, 20, 26, 27 
K a u n a s i, ii, 2, 4 , 6 , 1 1 , 1 3 , 2 1 , 

23 , 2 6 , 4 6 , 47 
Kazlų R ū d a 10,20 
K e l m ė 4 4 , 4 5 
Kiaukl ia i 7 , 1 3 , 1 9 , 37 
Kirde ik ia i 1 2 , 1 9 
K l a i p ė d a ii, 2 5 , 3 5 
K r e k a n a v a 2 1 
K r i n č i n a s 2 1 
K r i o k i a l a u k i s 7 , 1 0 , 1 8 , 20 
K r u o p i a i 4 8 
Kukt i šk is 19 
K u l a u t u v a 13 
Kupiškis 20 
K u r š ė n a i 13 
K y b a r t a i 7 , 2 1 , 22, 2 3 , 2 4 
L a b a n o r a s 19 
L a u k u v a 3 5 
Lazdi ja i 1 0 , 2 0 , 4 7 
Liškiava 35 
L iudv inavas 1 0 , 2 0 
Lukš ia i 34 
M a r i j a m p o l ė 2 
M e r k i n ė 19 
Miežišk ia i 20 
M i s i n i n k a i 19 
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M o l ė t a i 19 
M o s c o w 10, 2 0 , 2 9 
N a u j a m i e s t i s 2 1 
Naujoj i A k m e n ė 4 0 
N e m a n i ū n a i 2 0 
N e m u n a i t i s 19 
P a b e r ž ė 3 9 
P a d o l s k 7 
P a k r u o j i s 20 
P a l o m e n ė 19 
P a n e v ė ž y s i, ii, 21 
Pasvalys 20, 37, 38 
Pat i lč ia i 20 
Pilviškiai 10, 20 
Pivaš iūnai 19 
P o l a n d 15 
P o ž ė l a 46 
P r i e n a i 10, 20, 26, 38, 47 
P u m p ė n a i 2 0 
P u n i a 19 
Radvi l i šk i s 2 1 
R a i n i a i 4 4 
R a m y g a l a 20 
R a s e i n i a i 45, 46 
R o k i š k i s 20, 43 
R o m e i i 
R o s a l i m a s 20 
R u d a m i n a 3,20, 4 7 
Šakiai 8 ,10, 20, 3 3 , 3 4 
Šakynai 45, 47 
Saldut i šk i s 1 3 , 1 9 , 48, 49 
S a s n a v a 6 , 1 0 , 1 3 , 2 0 , 2 1 , 2 6 
Š e d u v a 2 1 
Šeš tok ia i 47 
Šešuol ia i 19 

Šiaul iai 6 , 1 0 , 1 3 , 2 1 , 26, 27, 39, 
4 0 , 4 5 , 47, 48 

S i b e r i a i 
Š i lutė 38 
Šiluva 10, 20, 2 1 , 2 6 , 4 3 , 4 4 
S i m n a s 1 0 , 2 1 
Širvintai 19 
S k a u d v i l ė 3 5 , 3 9 
S k r i a u d ž i a i 10, 21 
S k u d u t i š k i s 19 
Smilgiai 20 
St i rn ia i 19 
Švenčionia i 19 
T a u j ė n a i 2 1 

T a u r a g ė 3 9 
Telš ia i i, ii, 2 6 , 3 2 , 35, 44, 45 
T r a k a i 19, 20 
U k m e r g ė 19,20 
U l i ū n a i 20 
U t e n a 19, 2 0 , 4 8 , 49 
V a d o k l i a i 20 
V a r ė n a 19 
V a t i c a n 12 
Veisė jai 2 1 
Veiver iai 10, 21 
Velykiai 20 
V i d u k l ė 2 9 , 3 0 , 4 5 , 4 6 , 4 7 
Vievis 19, 20 
Vilkaviškis i, ii, 16, 2 1 , 23, 24, 

2 5 , 3 6 
Vi lnius i, 3, 5, 7 , 1 2 , 1 3 , 1 8 , 2 0 , 

2 1 , 2 4 , 2 5 , 2 7 , 2 9 , 40, 4 1 , 
43, 4 6 , 4 7 , 49 

V l a d i m i r i 
W e s t G e r m a n y 4 6 
Ž a g a r ė 7 , 8 , 1 2 , 1 3 
Ž a r ė n a i - L a t v e l i a i 3 9 , 4 5 , 4 7 , 4 8 
Žasliai 32 
Ž i e ž m a r i a i 19 
Ži l inai 19 
Ž v e r y n ė 2 1 
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Nijole Sadunaite 
A RADIANCE 
IN THE GULAG 

T h i s i s t h e h e r o i c s t o r y o f o n e 
w o m a n ' s w i t n e s s t o t h e C a t h o l i c 
F a i t h i n t h e f a c e o f a n a t h e i s t i c 
s t a t e . H a r a s s e d b y t h e K G B , im­
p r i s o n e d , e x i l e d t o S i b e r i a , r e ­
l e a s e d , a n d h a r a s s e d a g a i n : N i j o l e 
S a d u n a i t e c o n t i n u e s t o d e f e n d t h e 
C h u r c h i n L i t h u a n i a . T h i s i s h e r 
o w n s t o r y , s m u g g l e d o u t i n J a n u a r y 
1987. P h o t o s , 148pp ( c l o t h $9.95; 
p a p e r $5.95). 

Sale price: cloth $7.95; paper $4.75 
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