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C H R O N I C L E O F T H E C A T H O L I C C H U R C H 
IN LITHUANIA No. 57 

Introduction 

In 1940, when the Soviet Union occupied Lithuania by force, 
8 5 . 5 % of the country's more than 3 million inhabitants were Roman 
Catholic, 4 .5% Protestant, 7.3% Jewish, 2 .5% Orthodox and 0.2% 
of other persuasions. 

In the two archdioceses and four dioceses were: 708 churches, 
314 chapels, 73 monasteries, 85 convents, three archbishops, nine 
bishops, 1271 diocesan priests, 580 monks, of whom 168 were priests. 
Four seminaries had 470 students. There were 950 nuns. 

Nuns cared for 35 kindergartens, 10 orphanages, 25 homes for 
the aged, two hospitals, a youth center, and an institute for the 
deaf-mute. 

On June 15, 1940, the Red Army marched into Lithuania; the 
independent government was replaced by a puppet regime. 

On July 14-15, rigged elections were staged. On July 21, with 
the Red Army surrounding the assembly house, the new People's 
Diet "unanimously" declared Lithuania a Soviet Socialist Republic. 

On June 25, 1940, the Church was declared separate from the 
state, and the representative of the Holy See was expelled. 

Parish lands were confiscated, clergy salaries and pensions were 
cut off, and their savings confiscated. Churches were deprived of 
support. Catholic printing plants were confiscated, and religious 
books destroyed. 

On June 28, 1940, the teaching of religion and recitation of 
prayers in schools was forbidden. T h e University's Department of 
Theology and Philosophy was abolished, and all private schools were 
nationalized. T h e seminaries at Vilkaviškis and Telšiai were closed, 
and the seminary at Kaunas was permitted to operate on a very 
limited scale. T h e clergy were spied upon constantly. 

On June 15, 1941, 34,260 Lithuanians were packed off in cattle-
cars to undisclosed points in the Soviet Union. After World War I I , 
the mass deportations resumed and continued until 1953. 

Vincentas Borisevičius, Bishop of Telšiai, was arrested on F e b ­
ruary 3, 1946, and condemned to death after a secret trial. Before 
year's end, his auxiliary, Bishop Pranas Ramanauskas, was also ar­
rested and deported to Siberia. Bishop Teofilius Matulionis of Kai­
šiadorys and Archbishop Mečislovas Reinys of Vilnius were deported 
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to a Siberian labor camp. Archbishop Reinys perished in prison at 
Vladimir, November 8, 1953. By 1947, Lithuania was left with a 
single bishop, Kazimieras Paltarokas, of Panevėžys. He died in 1958. 

In 1947, the last convents and monasteries were closed, their 
communities dispersed, and all monastic institutions were outlawed. 

After Stalin's death in 1953, there was a slight improvement 
in the religious situation. Bishops Matulionis and Ramanauskas were 
allowed to return to Lithuania, but not to minister to their 
dioceses or to communicate with the clergy or laity. 

Bishop Ramanauskas died in 1959, and Archbishop Matulionis 
in 1963. 

In 1955, two new bishops were appointed by Rome and con­
secrated: Julijonas Steponavičius and Petras Maželis. Steponavičius 
has never been permitted to administer his diocese. 

Bishop Vincentas Sladkevičius, consecrated in 1957, was kept 
under severe government restrictions until 1982. In 1965, Monsignor 
Juozas Labukas-Matulaitis was consecrated in Rome to head the 
Archdiocese of Kaunas and the Diocese of Vilkaviškis. Two new 
bishops were consecrated in 1969: Bishop Romualdas Krikščiū­
nas was appointed Apostolic Administrator of the Diocese of Pane 
vėžys, and Bishop Liudvikas Povilonis was appointed auxiliary to 
Bishop Labukas, and succeeded him after his death in 1979. 

In 1982, Bishop Sladkevičius was permitted to return to his 
diocese as Apostolic Administrator of Kaišiadorys. Father Antanas 
Vaičius was named bishop and Apostolic Administrator of the Diocese 
of Telšiai and the Prelature of Klaipėda. 

Relaxation of pressure on religious believers soon revealed that 
the Lithuanian people were still deeply religious. It was decided in 
the mid-fifties to resume the attack. T h e principal means of attack 
would be unlimited moral pressure, since physical terror seemed 
only to strengthen and unify the faithful. 

In 1972, the Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania, 
clandestinely published in that country, began to reach the free world 
at irregular intervals. Primarily intended to keep Catholics in Lithu­
ania informed of the situation of the Church there, these Lithuanian 
samizdat also serve as a constant appeal to the free world n o t 
to f o r g e t the plight of a people struggling against overwhelm­
ing odds to defend their religious beliefs and to regain their 
basic human rights. 

Rev. Casimir Pugevičius 
Editor 
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F R E E F A T H E R ALFONSAS SVARINSKAS! 

T h e editorship of the Chronicle of the Catholic Church in 
Lithuania has been successful in collecting a large portion of the 
petitions which have been sent or taken by the faithful of Lithuania 
to various agencies of Lithuania or the Soviet Union, protesting 
against the arrest of Father Alfonsas Svarinskas. The petitions 
and excerpts from petitions given below will help, at least in part, 
to form some impression how the believing public reacted to the 
arrest of a priest who is dear to them. 

The faithful of Prienai, in their protest addressed to General 
Secretary Andropov of the CPSU write, among other things: 

"We, the faithful of the parish of Prienai, are deeply pained by 
and deplore the arrest of Father Alfonsas Svarinskas, Pastor of 
the parish of Vidukle, and member of the Catholic Committee for 
the Defense of Believers ' Rights, together with his indictment for 
anti-Constitutional and anti-Soviet activity . . . 

"In the face of this painful fact, we state that we have 
defended our nation's priests, and we will continue to defend them, 
asking God that they be courageous in defending the truth, 
God, the Church and the affairs of us believers. 

"Hands off Father Alfonsas Svarinskas!" 
In Igliauka, 510 faithful, in their petition to the Prosecutor of 

the Lithuanian SSR , write: 
"On January 27, 1983, Tiesa (The Truth) (Trans. Note — Com­

munist publication in Lithuania) reported that a criminal case had 
been brought against the Pastor of the Parish of Vidukle, Father 
Alfonsas Svarinskas. By the time we read this news, Father 
Svarinskas had already been arrested and jailed. 

"Why was this priest arrested? 
"The press claims that Father Alfonsas Svarinskas abused his 

position as a clergymen, and engaged in anti-State and anti-
Constitutional activity; however, we are deeply convinced that this 
allegation is completely unfounded. 

"Father Svarinskas is well known to us, because he worked 
for five years as pastor of Igliauka. We all remember him with 
respect, as an exemplary and zealous priest, devoted to his work, kind 
to all, friendly and fatherly. No one will ever succeed in calumniating 
him, smearing him, or depicting him as some kind of criminal. 

"We know well that Father Svarinskas displeased those fighting 
against the Church in Lithuania because he was a member of the 
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Father Alfonsas Svarinskas 

Catholic Committee for the Defense of Believers ' Rights, and fought 
for the rights of the faithful, so that they would not be victims of 
discrimination. 

" Is that a crime? Is it anti-Soviet activity? No! Father Alfonsas 
Svarinskas became a priest precisely to be a leader to the faithful, 
teach them, minister to them and defend their rights. This 
is how every conscientious priest is supposed to act. 

"The arrest of Father Alfonsas Svarinskas, this noble man and 
spiritual leader beloved by all, we take as an act of persecution 
against all of us faithful. 
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"We deplore the arrest of Father Alfonsas Svarinskas and his 
unjust indictment, and we demand that he be released and the 
criminal case brought against him be set aside. 

" F r e e Father Alfonsas Svarinskas!" 

Šiauliai 

To: The Council of Ministers of the Lithuanian SSR 

On January 26, 1983, in Raseiniai, the Pastor of Viduklė, 
Father Alfonsas Svarinskas, well-known to the general public 
and a respected member of the Catholic Committee for the 
Defense of Believers' Rights, was treacherously arrested. 

From the brief announcement in Tiesa, and attacks in the local 
press, it is apparent that a case is being fabricated against 
Father Svarinskas, and an attempt is being made to get rid of him 
under the cloak of Soviet law. 

None of this would cause any surprise, since this is not the 
first "witchcraft trial' in post-War Lithuania . . . Nevertheless, the 
persecution of Father Svarinskas has evoked great dissatisfaction 
and concern in the public over the options which have been 
presented to the government atheists to get rid of their ideological 
opponents. 

We know Father Alfonsas Svarinskas as a decent person, fellow 
countryman, loyal to the Church and to Lithuania, who openly 
defends human rights and refuses to compromise with untruth and 
coercion, no matter under what colors or slogans they be hidden. 

We appeal to the Council cf Ministers to check the hand of the 
self appointed punisher raised against Father Svarinskas, so that 
our nation's painful history would not have one more shameful 
page added to it by the tribunal of the future. 

Free Father Alfonsas Svarinskas! 

February, 1983 Signed by 1222 faithful. 

In the parish of Griškabūdis, about 200 faithful signed the 
following petition to the Prosecutor of the L S S R : 

"When we found out about the arrest of the pastor of the parish 
of Viduklė, Father Alfonsas Svarinskas, not only were we faithful 
deeply grieved, but we were also very much offended that the 
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government, which proclaims freedom of religion, again makes use 
of such harsh means of reprisal against priests. 

"All the accusations against Father Svarinskas which were 
announced in the press (anti-Soviet and anti-Constitutional activi­
ties), we consider merely as a standard accusation against all priests, 
especially those priests who are members of the Catholic Committee 
for the Defense of Believers ' Rights. 

"Those standard accusations against Father Alfonsas Svarinskas, 
we consider to be purely a propaganda cry of the government, and 
the arrested priest to be upright and innocent. 

"Therefore, we the believing public demand that Father Alfonsas 
Svarinskas be released! 

" F r e e Father Alfonsas Svarinskas!" 

The text of this petition, with signatures, was confiscated by 
KGB agents in the church of Griškabūdis itself, where the signatures 
were baing gathered. T h e woman collecting the signatures was 
detained and interrogated, while the Pastor of Griškabūdis, Father 
Vytautas Užkuraitis, had to make a statement at the Office of the 
Šakiai Rayon Prosecutor about organizing the collection of 
signatures. 

T h e following faithful, demanding freedom for Father Alfonsas 
Svarinskas, signed: 

Kapsukas — 2185 
Vilnius — 1216 
Kėdainiai — 1140 
Mažeikiai — 985 
Laižuva — 65 
Leckava — 50 
Miroslavas — 551 
Simnas — 468 
Šventežerys — 252 
Gardašiai — 51 
Šiluva — 208 
Garliava — 520 
Tabariškės — 192 
Vilkija — 171 
Druskininkai — 580 
Raseiniai — 202 
Šiauliai — 287 
Nedingė — 259 

Žalpiai — 219 
Anykščiai — 232 
Luokė — 332 
Perloja — 499 
Lauksoda — 121 
Kupiškis — 1244 
Panevėžys — 1578 
Telšiai — 2340 
Nevarėnai — 97 
Vėkšniai — 265 
Sasnava — 276 
Patilčiai — 52 
Pažėrai — 146 
Lazdijai — 371 
Skardupiai — 32 
Kapčiamiestis — 143 
Jonava — 436 
Vievis — 438 
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Vištytis — 108 
Šeiriai — 250 
Liškiava — 106 
Pilviškiai — 303 
Užuguostis — 70 
Ukmergė — 704 
Ramygala — 310 
Šeštokai — 364 
Šeduva — 725 
Tytuvėnai — 185 
Veiveriai — 124 
Švėkšna — 617 
Dotnuva — 189 
Kretinga — 887 
Palanga — 400 
Viešvėnai — 80 

Bičkauskas, the investigator on Father Alfonsas Svarinskas' case, 
affirms that the code reference of the charge against the arrested 
man has been changed. Now he is being accused according to 
L S S R Criminal Code Par. 68, Part 1. T h e maximum punishment is 
seven years in labor camp and five years in exile. It is improbable 
that the trial will take place before October. 

In Lithuania, among the lay faithful and the clergy, 
signatures continue to be collected on behalf of Father Svarinskas, 
demanding his freedom. Government officials explain that this will 
do no good. 

(Trans. Note — Actually, Father Svarinskas was tried and 
sentenced in May, 1983, to seven years in prison and three years in 
exile.) 

Whether it will do any good or not is a secondary question; 
most important is that the believing nation solidly defends one who 
is dear to it. Moreover, each signature in behalf of Father Svarinskas 
is a vote in favor of those ideas to which this zealous Lithuanian 
priest devoted his life. 

Sėta — 89 
Radviliškis — 436 
Pagiriai — 111 
Skriaudžiai — 121 
Šilutė — 465 
Tauragė — 400 
Pašilė — 391 
Seda — 358 
Tirkšliai — 224 
Eigirdžiai — 76 
Kaunas — 3759 
Alytus — 1066 
Kybartai — 914 
Tverai — 109 
Ylakiai — 290 
Kazlų Rūda — 328 
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Charter Members of the Catholic Committee for the Defense of Believers' 
Rights. From left: Fathers Vincas Vėlavicius, Alfonsas Svarinskas, 
Sigitas Tamkevičius, Juozas Zdebskis, Jonas Kauneckas. 

T h e Catholic Committee for the Defense of Believers ' Rights 
January 31, 1983 

No. 53 

To: General Secretary Yuri Andropov of the C P S U 
Copy to: T h e Prosecutor of the L S S R 

On January 26, 1983, the Pastor of Viduklė, Father Alfonsas 
Svarinskas, was arrested, and at the homes of the Pastor of Valki­
ninkai, Father Algimantas Keina and the Associate Pastor of Telšiai, 
Father Jonas Kauneckas, searches were carried out. Since these 
priests belong to the Catholic Committee for the Defense of Believers ' 
Rights, it is a sign that a campaign has begun against the Committee. 

We protest against this action on the part of the L S S R 
Prosecutor's Office, and especially against the arrest of Father 
Alfonsas Svarinskas, since neither in the activities of the Catholic 
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Committee, nor in those of Father Alfonsas Svarinskas personally, 
was there anything anti-State or anti-Constitutional. 

We repeatedly empasize that the Catholic Committee's purpose 
is to strive that the faithful of Lithuania have at least as many 
rights as do the atheists of Lithuania, supported by the state and 
fighting against the Church. Can this activity be considered anti-
Constitutional, when the Constitution of the U S S R guarantees all 
citizens equal rights regardless of nationality, race or religion? 
(Par. 34) 

Father Alfonsas Svarinskas' arrest evoked the greatest outrage 
among the faithful. The faithful, constituting a majority in the 
Lithuanian SSR, are asking: What does the arrest of the most zealous 
priests mean? Is it perhaps a declaration of open warfare against the 
Church? 

In 1874, Friedrich Engels called open war against religion 
madness, and stated that this was the best way of reviving interest in 
religion. His ideas were praised by Lenin (Writings of Lenin, Vol. 17, 
pp. 415-426). T h e juridical persecution of Father Svarinskas will 
confirm the idea of Engels and Lenin, as it was confirmed eleven 
years earlier by the trials of three priests: Juozas Zdebskis, 
Prosperas Bubnys and Antanas Šeškevičius. From that time, the 
Catholic Church in Lithuania has experienced a renaissance. 

Members of the Catholic Committee for the Defense of 
Believers ' Rights: 

Docent Vytautas Skuodis (in labor camp) 

Fathers: 
Alfonsas Svarinskas (in prison) 
Leonas Kalinauskas 
Algimantas Keina 
Vaclovas Stakėnas 
Sigitas Tamkevičius 

Vincas Vėlavičius 
Kazimieras Žilys 

(Trans. Note — As of the publication of this translation, Father 
Sigitas Tamkevičius, Pastor of Kybartai, has been arrested and is 
awaiting trial) 
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To: The Chief of the Vilnius KGB 

A P e t i t i o n 
The Nazi SS, even though considered the crudest of all, used to 

accept exchanges even for prisoners condemned to death. Everyone 
knows of the fact that Father Maximilian Kolbe died of starvation in 
the camp of Osvenczym as a substitute for the father of a large family 
who had been condemned to death. 

You call yourselves representatives of the most humane state 
in the world, so we come to you and ask you to accept us as sub­
stitutes for Father Alfonsas Svarinskas, a priest of the Catholic 
Church. We, the undersigned individuals, agree to go to prison or to 
labor camp as substitutes for Father Alfonsas Svarinskas. We ask 
you to comply with our petition. 

Monika Gavėnaitė Viduklė, Šaltino 1 
Jadvyga Petkevičienė Šiauliai 
Marija Saukienė Viduklė, Gėlių g. 
Jadvyga Stanelytė Kaunas, 16 divizijos 56a-39 
Regina Teresiūtė Kelmės m. 
Joana Navickaitė Kulautuva 
Aldona Raizytė Teleišių km. 
Arūnas Rekašius Garliava, Ramybės 14 
Saulius Kelpšas Garliava, Pažangos 11 

To: General Secretary of the C P S U , Yuri V. Andropov 
From: Priests of the Telšiai Diocese 

L T S R 
235610 Telšiai 
Spaudos 2 
Telšių Vyskupijos Kurija 

A P e t i t i o n 
With the arrest of the Pastor of Viduklė, Father Alfonsas Svarins­

kas, on January 26 of this year, the campaign against the Catholic 
Church in Lithuania intensified greatly. In rayon newspapers, 
priests are reviled as anti-Soviet, politicians and extremists. In 
meetings which are organized in factories, officers and schools, some 
priests are smeared by attributing to them non-existent crimes. All 
priests are being followed openly, and searches have been carried 
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out in the apartments of Fathers Antanas Šeškevičius, Juozas 
Kauneckas and Algimantas Keina. (Trans. Note — See Chronicle No. 56) 

Criminal proceedings have been brought against Father Alfon­
sas Svarinskas "for anti-Constitutional activities, and on January 
26, 1983, he was brought to trial in accordance with established 
legal procedure." (Tiesa, January 27, 1983, No. 22) 

We know Father Svarinskas' religious activities, and we are sure 
that he did not engage in anti-Constitutional activities. T h e trial of 
Father Svarinskas has not taken place, the court has not yet spoken 
concerning his guilt or innocence, but the press and propagandists 
have already judged Father Svarinskas and found him guilty. Such 
activity by the propagandists is illegal, because the investigation 
has not been completed, and guilt has not yet been assessed. 

Father Svarinskas belongs to the Catholic Committee for the 
Defense of Believers ' Rights, whose purpose is to defend the faithful 
when their rights are violated. We are convinced that belonging to 
this committee and defending the rights of believers is not only no 
crime, but is a noble and humane work. 

Still worse — in the Soviet press lately, articles have appeared 
in which St. Casimir, the Patron Saint of Lithuania, is demeaned; 
the Servant of God, Archbishop Jurgis Matulaitis-Matulevičius is 
vilified and debased. This is an obvious insult to the feelings of 
believers. We feel the obligation to express our protest. 

We ask you to stop the persecution of Catholic priests in Lithua­
nia, the insulting of the religious convictions of the faithful and to 
release Father Alfonsas Svarinskas from prison. 

Signed by the following priests: 

Fathers: 
Aloyzas Lideikis 
Vladas Abramavičius 
Alfonsas Klimavičius 
Vytautas Skiparis 
Petras Mitkus 
Liudvikas Serapinas 
Aleksas Jakutis 
Vladas Radveikis 
Julius Budrikis 
Anicetas Kerpauskas 
Jonas Jasinevičius 
Kazimieras Prialgauskas 

Liudvikas Šarkauskas 
Juozas Miklovas 
Antanas Petronaitis 
Domininkas Skirmantas 
Antanas Bunkus 
Bronius Brazdžius 
Pranas Satkus 
Ferdinandas Žilis 
Juozas Gunta 
Tadas Poška 
Vincentas Klebonas 
Brunonas Bagužas 
Izidorius Juškys 
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Julijonas Tamašauskas 
Antanas Augustis 
Petras Puzaras 
Petras Palšis 
Klemensas Arlauskas 
Vincentas Senkus 
Adolfas Pudžemis 
Kostas Petrikas 
Antanas Jurgaitis 
Stanislovas Vaitelis 
Anupras Žukas 
Antanas Garjonas 
Domininkas Giedra 
Vincentas Gauronskis 
Jonas Gedvilą 
Antanas Striukis 
Antanas Kiela 
Albinas Arnašius 
Jonas Ilskis 
Juozas Meidus 
Kostas Jadviršis 
Juozas Gasiūnas 
Petras Merliūnas 
Kazimieras Žukas 
Alfonsas Pridotkas 
Vladas Juškys 
Bronius Latakas 
Juozas Pačinskas 
Juozas Gedgaudas 
Kazimieras Macelis 
Vincentas Vėlavičius 
Jonas Bučinskas 
Valentinas Šikšnys 
Juozas Širvaitis 
Pranciškus Ružė 
Bronius Racevičius 
Vladas Šlevas 
Petras Jasas 
Petras Stukas 
Jonas Pakalniškis 

Alfonsas Baškys 
Juozas Šiurys 
Petras Bernotas 
Antanas Gilys 
Leonas Veselis 
Klemensas Puidokas 
Henrikas Šulcas 
Juozas Janauskas 
Vytautas Motekaitis 
Jonas Rudzinskas 
Julius Miškinis 
Pranciškus Venckus 
Jonas Lukošius 
Petras Serapinas 
Edmundas Germanas 
Liudvikas Dambrauskas 
Romualdas Žulpa 
Algirdas Pakamanis 
Juozas Grabauskas 
Antanas Beniušis 
Adomas Alminas 
Kazimieras Gaščiūnas 
Česlovas Degutis 
Antanas Ivanauskas 
Jonas Kusas 
Jonas Paliukas 
Konstantinas Velioniškis 
Kazimieras Rimkus 
Alfonsas Lukoševičius 
Petras Lygnugaris 
Antanas Riškus 
Juozas Maželis 
Antanas Šeškevičius 
Anupras Gauronskis 
Antanas Zdanavičius 
Jonas Baikauskas 
Juozas Bukauskas 
Jonas Vičiulis 
Aloyzas Orantas 
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March 15, 1983 

T o : T h e Prosecutor of the L S S R 

A P e t i t i o n 
We, the undersigned, express deep concern over the arrest of the 

Pastor of Viduklė, Father Alfonsas Svarinskas. 
Alfonsas Svarinskas is a decent man of principle, and a good 

priest. We know, and those of us who have heard his sermons affirm, 
that he did not l ibe l the Sov ie t system, did not d iminish its 
prestige, but within the limits of the Soviet Constitution, he criticized 
those Soviet officials who interfered in the internal affairs of the 
Church unjustifiably, and insulted believers without grounds. 

We are surprised that it was not they, but rather Father Al­
fonsas Svar inskas, who had b e e n brought to tr ial . T h i s fact 
shows that the Soviet upper-echelon ignores the interests and needs 
of its citizens, discriminates against believers, judges all questions 
of conflict from a position of force and is not guided by moral and 
humanitarian principles universally accepted. 

We ask you to release Alfonsas Svarinskas without delay, and 
we trust that he will have the opportunity again to perform his 
priestly duties. 

Danutė Keršiūtė 
Genovaitė Šakalienė 
Marija Iešmantienė 
Jonas Sadūnas 
Petras Cidzikas 
Birutė Burauskaitė 
Romualdas Ragaišis 
Irena Skuodienė 
Leonas Laurinskas 
Albertas Žilinskas 
Marytė Sadūnienė 
Elena Terleckienė 
Angelė Ragaišienė 
Vytautas Bogušis 
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To: Investigator Vidzėnas of the L S S R K G B 
Copies to: T h e Prosecutor of the L S S R 

T h e Catholic Committee for the Defense of Believers' 
Rights 

From: Citizen Liudvikas Simutis, Son of Adomas 
Born 1935, sentenced for anti-Soviet activity to twenty-five 
years loss of freedom and having served sentence from 
1905-1977. Presently living at Kaunas, A. Borisos, 25-3. 

A P e t i t i o n 
Having been summoned to the KGB's hearing in connection 

with the case of Father Alfonsas Svarinskas, I must state: 
I have long known Father Alfonsas Svarinskas very well. For a 

long time, I got to associate with him in places of incarceration 
where inhumanly difficult conditions of life provide especial ly 
favorable circumstances under which to get to know a person. 
People who have suffered long-term hunger and fatigue are unable 
to hide even their smallest vices or virtues. My friendship with 
Father Alfonsas Svarinskas continued even after I had returned from 
my place of imprisonment. Hence my testimony can be considerably 
more o b j e c t i v e than that of many who have m e t him only 
sporadically. 

Understanding fully my legal responsibility, feeling morally 
responsible, on the basis of our many conversations, my close co­
operation with Father Svarinskas and my wide acquaintances in 
Lithuania, I categorically affirm: 

F a t h e r Alfonsas Svarinskas never intended to damage the 
national sovereignty of the U S S R , its territorial integrity or its 
military might. 

Father Alfonsas Svarinskas never intended to damage the 
interests of the U S S R through the information media. 

Father Alfonsas Svarinskas never intended to undercut or weaken 
the Soviet government, or by l ibel or figments of the imagina­
tion to demean the Soviet state or public order. 

Father Alfonsas Svarinskas did not wish either gratuitously 
or for money to serve, nor did he serve, either foreign or domestic 
enemies of the U S S R . 

Father Alfonsas Svarinskas wished to be, and was, a good, 
upright person, a good Catholic Priest: He helped the poor ac­
cording to his means. He defended those who were being unjustly 
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treated and he devoted especially much energy and time to the 
struggle for equalizing the rights of believers with the rights of 
atheists, against discriminatory treatment of the faithful, which the 
Catholics of Lithuania find so painful. 

The sole source of Father Svarinskas' energy, and the driving 
force of his activity, is love. As one of the br ightes t stars in 
the Catholic Church in Lithuania, since Valančius, he remained 
remarkably modest. (Trns. note — Motiejus Valančius, 1801-1875, 
Bishop of Samogitia, historian, writer and national hero.) Father 
Svarinskas did only that which the majority of Lithuanian priests 
wanted to do, but did not dare. He spoke out loud and clear in 
his sermons on those topics about which the priests and faithful of 
Lithuania spoke in whispers; about which a majority of priests 
and faithful who themselves could not speak about these things from 
lack of manliness or ability, repeatedly asked him to speak. 

Father Alfonsas Svarinskas never tried to push to the fore, to 
be first, but in an atmosphere where people are still paralyzed 
by fear, insti l led in them during the terrible era of Stalin and 
Beria, so that people even today cannot bel ieve that the Soviet 
government at present is already more humane (and apparently 
not without cause if today the arrest of such a n o b l e man as 
Father Alfonsas Svarinskas is still possible!), he was often the first, 
also out of fear — not an atavis t ic fear which has para lyzed 
some but from fear of God. 

Being strong in his faith, he almost never succumbed to brute 
fear, but he was often afraid by keeping quiet and doing nothing 
to acquiesce to criminal deeds. He was afraid by silence to offend 
God in those things where conscience demands not only that one 
speak, but that one calls out at the top of one's voice. 

Wherever Father Svarinskas happened to engage in the priestly 
ministry, he everywhere earned through his life and work the special 
respect and love of the faithful, and even of many non-believers. 
Word of his manly goodness spread throughout Lithuania and even 
beyond. 

In the light of talented goodness, ordinary human goodness 
becomes, as it were, invisible. It winds up in a shadow, or even 
becomes similar to evil. That truth is usually witnessed by the 
words spoken without rancor by the then administrator of the 
diocese and now its bishop, Antanas Vaičius, in Telšiai, 1978, during 
a well-attended Christmas E v e supper, concerning Father Jonas 
Kauneckas: " . . . as long as there was no Father Kauneckas in 
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Telšiai, all we priests of Telšiai were good enough for the people. 
But when they saw Father Kauneckas, all the rest of us became bad in 
the eyes of the people . . ." Goodness in the presence of greater 
goodness becomes similar to evil. Then what can be said about 
evil itself! 

The heroic goodness of Father Alfonsas Svarinskas disturbed the 
consciences and the minds of evil as well as good people. The 
good coming in contact with him, would become fired up with the 
desire to improve, while in bad people, understandably, goodness 
enkindles only feelings of jealousy and envy, and the desire to 
liquidate him, so that he would not interfere with evil mimicking 
goodness. 

The arrest of Father Alfonsas Svarinskas and the attempt to 
portray him as a c r iminal are a resul t of that t e r r ib le 
vice of evil people — revenge, that is, the revenge of those who 
are arbitrary, un t rammeled offenders against Sov ie t law and 
humanity. 

It is no secret to anyone that the Soviet chekists have made 
many mis takes . As a resul t of these mis takes , Tuchachevsky , 
Uborevich and many others perished, and many people were im­
prisoned in error. I am absolutely convinced that the arrest of 
Fa the r Alfonsas Svarinskas and efforts to draw up a cr iminal 
case against him, are among the newest and worst of the chekists' 
mistakes, which, alas, have already been committed, but which are 
still possible to correct. 

I am acquainted with the Criminal Code of the LSSR, and I 
know that for refusing to be a wi tness , I can be put on trial. 
However , it is not my fault that those who pass laws in the 
Soviet state ignore the spiritual requirements of believers. I, as a 
human being and a Catholic, can see the attempt to make me a 
witness in the case of Father Alfonsas Svarinskas as an undeserved 
insult against Father Svarinskas and myself, since it is clear that 
in this case, the investigators can only look for help to characterize 
the good works and words of F a t h e r Alfonsas Svar inskas as 
criminal. 

Eve ry th ing which I was prepared to say in the case of 
Father Alfonsas Svarinskas, I have set forth in this petition. Since 
Father Svarinskas is completely innocent, I refuse to be questioned 
in greater detai l in this ca se , regardless of pos s ib l e t e r r ib le 
results for me and my family. If this is characterized as perjury, 
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and a cr iminal case is brought against me, I shall be able to 
illustrate all of the statements set forth here with ample and eloquent 
facts. 

March 16, 1983 L. Simutis 

Somewhere the grass was left, 
Somewhere the color green . . . 
Repeat to yourself, repeat, 
Repeat that it is there, 
Repeat like a sacrament, 
Repeat, "Lithuania". 

For here are only three paces 
From wall to wall. 
Somewhere outside the cold prison wall 
Somewhere out there in the moonlight 
Is moon-bathed Lithuania. 

Somewhere out there are my people, 
That face so pale 
Asks something of me . . . 
Is it You, are You here, Christ, 
What happened to Your gaze which led me? 

Did I fight well? 
Did I love well? 
Is this what You wanted? 
Tell me, Redeemer, 
Tell me, just don't keep quiet, don't leave me, 

0 people, people, people, 
Did you need me? 
Did I help you at all? 
Tell me, don't keep silent, 
Is this what you wanted? 
Is this what you wanted? 
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Father Alfonsas Svarinskas was horn January 2 1 , 1925, in the 
District of Ukmergė, County of Deltuva, the Village of Kadrėnai. 
He at tended Vidiškiai Primary S c h o o l and Del tuva Pro-Gym­
nasium. He entered Ukmergė Normal School, but did not finish, 
because he did not like it. In 1943, he enrolled in the first year of 
lyceum (three years to the first year of philosophy). However, he 
was unable to finish the seminary. On D e c e m b e r 3 1 , 1946, he 
was arrested, cruelly interrogated, and later was imprisoned in 
special camps where he worked for a long time as a paramedic. 
For work, Alfonsas Svarinskas was assigned to the most critical 
patients, but here, too, with his constant smile, he was able to 
find something to talk about with the hopeless cases. 

He knew each one, who needed what, who was hurting, and he 
c a m e hurrying with his ef fect ive a s s i s t a n c e . He had an un­
usual talent for getting along with people. For his ability to share 
what he had and what he received, he was highly respected. In 
camp, he liked to associate with the erudite of all specialties, and 
so he obtained an unusual diploma from life. He became like a small 
walking encyclopedia. From early morning on (often after a conscien­
tious night on duty), until late at night, Alfonsas Svarinskas used 
to be wherever anyone needed a helping hand, an encouraging 
word or advice. As one who was not petty and did not find fault, he was 
loved by all, even the thieves. When they cooked cereal, they would 
invite him, and they were happy to have him in the i r midst. 
On questions of principle, Alfonsas Svarinskas showed himself 
unbending. In the letter to his parents written November 17, 1948, 
from the Inta Camp, he wrote: 

"IF I should die, o my homeland, please know, 
That I died for freedom with a song . . . 
And at my graveside please, do not mourn me, 
Do not mourn, do not mourn, Mother dearest. 

After the death of Stalin, when the administration "remem­
bered" prisoners' rights, Alfonsas Svarinskas began to demand that 
the well-advertised freedom of religion, till then proclaimed only on 
paper, be implemented in practice; all the prisoners then felt Father 
Alfonsas Svarinskas' unusual course. On October 4, 1954, in 
Abezė, in camp, having prepared and having demonstrated his 
spiritual maturity through painful trials, Alfonsas Svarinskas was 
ordained to the priesthood by Bishop Ramanauskas. 

In 1956, after his release, Father Svarinskas returned to 
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Lithuania. Some of the sticklers refused to accept the priest 
from the camps, but in his own words, there was also no lack 
of real Christians who accepted the new confrere into their family. 
To satisfy both the one and the other, Father Svarinskas was as­
signed to Kulautuva as Associate Pastor. Here he performed his 
duties as associate pastor conscientiously, working hard to restore 
the church's environment. He carried on a broad apostolate. T h e 
ample personal library of Father Svarinskas lured vacationers of 
various nationalities (at that time, there was an all-republic 
sanitarium in Kulautuva). 

Seeing the young priest working around church, greeted by him 
pleasantly, the schoolchildren, many of whom had the Communist 
Youth emblem pinned on them under duress, would take a shovel or a 
rag for washing floors, and proceeded to help the associate pastor. 

In the evening, the young people would gather in his room to 
talk. There developed a sincere uplifting and strengthening friend­
ship which left an indelible impression for long years. This kind of 
activity on the part of Svarinskas did not please the government, 
but they hesitated to arrest him in Kulautuva, where everyone knew 
him well, and were closely bound to him, so in 1958, they transferred 
him to the large parish of Betygala. Serving as Associate Pastor in 
Betygala, he began to go to the people, looking for souls. Following 
is a small example of how the priest tried to win people to God. 

O n e t ime F a t h e r Alfonsas Svarinskas stopped by to see a 
parishioner and asked why he had not been to church. T h e latter 
explained that, not having a clock, he overslept. Quickly, the 
associate pastor brought a clock and gave it to him, so that he 
would never oversleep Mass again. 

He served in Betygala barely two months. T h e faithful still 
remember how they arrested Father Svarinskas and seated him on 
a sleigh between two armed men. T h e horses unexpectedly shied, 
and threw one of those who had been sitting next to the priest, but 
the prisoner suddenly seized the militiaman and kept him from 
spilling out. T h e parishioners were surprised at the priest's beautiful 
love for his enemies. 

They accused Father Svarinskas of anti-Soviet activity. There 
were supposed to be three witnesses, but two refused, and only the 
Secretary of the Kaunas Communist Youth Organization, (Miss) Mali­
nauskaitė, was left. During the trial, she testified that the priest 
in the Kulautuva church to which she had gone, spoke during the 
sermon against the government, although in reality, that day there 
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The church and rectory in Miroslavas, Lithuania. 

was no sermon at all, and only the gospel was read. (Miss) 
Malinauskaitė convinced the court that she was in the right. 
The court sentenced him to six years in camp. 

After the decision, his mother and relatives got to speak with 
the prisoner, who was especially happy as though he were at the 
best banquet. T h e scene of his apostolate changed to a prison cell, 
interrogator's office and camp barracks. He won respect even here. 
T h e guard being relieved told the new man on the corridor, 
"Here in the isolation cell is a priest. Don't bother him. He's always 
praying." 

Once when the interrogation was prolonged, Father Svarinskas 
told the interrogator that it was time for him to pray, and a few days 
later, at the same hour, the interrogator himself suggested, "And 
now, it seems, it is time for you to pray." 

At one time, the camp administration decided to limit the scope 
of his apostolate, and locked him up in a small area intended for 
especially dangerous individuals who could have a "negative in­
fluence" on the other prisoners. Here, Father Svarinskas met a 
number of zealous priests, among them, the Ukrainian Uniate 
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Archbishop, Tosyp Slipyj, later to be elevated to the rank of cardinal. 
Once the camp commandant asked Father Svarinskas, "Alfon­

sas, pray for me. It is very difficult for me at the present t ime." 
"I always pray for you, Commandant," answered Father Svarins­

kas, "only, if till now I used to pray for you as an enemy, from 
today on, I will pray for you as a friend." 

In 1964, Father Alfonsas Svarinskas was released and began to 
work in a small parish in Dzūkija, in Miroslavas, simultaneously 
continuing his studies. For great people, there are no insignificant 
jobs. Wherever Father Svarinskas was, there people became more 
zealous Catholics, and Lithuanians more conscious of their national 
identity. 

In 1971, he was assigned as pastor to the parish in Igliauka. 
Even though barely a few women came to Mass daily, in church, all 
the candles used to be lit, and the priest celebrated devotions with 
such care, one would think the church was full of people. T h e sermons 
were meaningful and carefully prepared, even though not many 
people used to listen. T h e efforts bore fruit. People began, more 
and more often, and more attentively, to go to the newly refurbished 
church and the young people began to stir. 

In 1970-71, in Lithuania, the following priests were tried for 
teaching children catechism: Antanas Šeškevičius, Juozas Zdebskis 
and Prosperas Bubnys; the atheists were triumphant. Even then, 
the bold words of Father Svarinskas could be heard. The faithful 
solemnly welcomed the priests returning from prison in the church of 
Igliauka. More and more young people began to gather around the 
altar. The KGB was fuming. A whole brigade of investigators 
came and accused Father Svarinskas of producing the Chronicle 
of the Catholic Church in Lithuania, "according to our 
information, you publish the Chronicle of the Catholic Church in 
Lithuania," the chekists attacked him. 

"And where is your proof?" asked Father Svarinskas. 
" F o r the time being, that's a secret of our operating section," 

the KGB agents replied. 
" S o when you don't have to conceal it, then we'll talk," 

Father Svarinskas soothed the chekist. 
T h e interrogation ended with strict orders not to say a word about 

it to anyone. Nevertheless, Father Svarinskas was unbending and 
straightforward: "Everyone accused has the right to defend himself. 
Today the whole parish will know who came to Igliauka.and for what 
purpose," Father Svarinskas promised the chekists. During evening 
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devotions, the pastor openly told the faithful about the KGB's inten­
tions. T h e reaction was sudden. Everyone leaped to the defense of the 
pastor, the best each one knew how. T h e next day, there were no 
KGB agents in Igliauka. . . however, the concern, how to get 
rid of the zealous priest, lingered on. 

In 1976, Father Svarinskas was appointed to the large parish of 
Viduklė, so that pastoral work would drain all his energies and time; 
the church needed immediate capital improvements. Seven years 
later, everyone from Viduklė, no matter where they live, is proud of 
its famous parish. In Viduklė, as elsewhere, at the behest of Father 
Alfonsas Svarinskas, the martyrs of Lithuania were once again greeted 
solemnly and warmly on their return to Lithuania after twenty-
three or thirty-five years of imprisonment. . . 

" T h e K G B is itching to get rid of me, but what can they do? Shut 
me up in prison? Priests are needed there, also. Hang me? I 
would be closer to heaven. Most of all, we need martyrs. Ideals 
people die for do not die," Father Svarinskas said when he was free. 

Father Alfonsas Svarinskas is a brave beacon of self-sacrifice, 
shining from the center of Lithuania to his whole beloved 
homeland. 

S E A R C H E S AND I N V E S T I G A T I O N S 

Gargždai (Klaipėda R a y o n ) 
On January 26, 1983, in the apartment, garage and attic of the 

Associate Pastor of the Parish of Gargždai, Father Antanas Šeške­
vičius, a search was carried out, with A. Barasevičius, Klaipėda 
Investigator for Special Cases, in charge. During the search, the 
chekists looked for the archives of the Catholic Committee for the 
Defense of Believers ' Rights, and for literature libeling the Soviet 
system. Seized were; two typewriters (one belonging to Father 
Šeškevičius, the other to the organist), ten audio tapes with recordings 
of sermons and hymn-singing, copies of correspondence sent to 
government organs and other documents, thirty-one in all; from the 
attic, Chronicle Number 55 was taken. 

During the search, the chekists detained anyone who came to see 
Father Šeškevičius, including a parishioner who came to take the 
priest to visit a sick person. Father Šeškevičius was required to show 
what ties he maintained with Father Svarinskas. T h e search lasted 
five hours. 
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Kapsukas 
On January 26, 1983, a search was carried out in the home of 

Juozas Ardzijauskas. A militia official, Captain Tamkevičius, pro­
duced a search warrant, in which it was noted that they were looking 
for a stolen automobile, and Ardzijauskas was suspected of being 
capable of carrying out the crime. Ardzijauskas suggested that they 
search the garage. However, the officials, after conferring among 
themselves, began to root about books and drawers. To the residents' 
remarks that you can't hide a car in a drawer, no one responded. 

They seized: recordings of sermons, tape recorders, some issues 
of the Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania and Solzhenit-
syn's book Gulag Archipelago, Part II. The search lasted approx­
imately seven hours. Of the ten individuals carrying out the search, 
not one, except militia official, Captain Tamkevičius, introduced 
himself or produced any credentials. After the search, Ardzijauskas 
was taken to K G B Headquarters for interrogation, from which they 
released him the next evening. 

Vilnius 
Father Vaclovas Stakėnas, a member of the Catholic Com­

mittee for the Defense of Believers ' Rights and Pastor of Kruokialau-
kis, was interrogated for four days, February 10, 11, 15 and 18 at 
the Headquarters of the Vilnius K G B . T h e interrogation centered 
on (Mrs.) Jadvyga Bieliauskienė, who had been arrested, and on the 
Catholic Committee for the Defense of Believers ' Rights. Carrying 
out the investigation was KGB Agent Gavėnas, who complained that 
Father Vaclovas Stakėnas had not been frank. During the interroga­
tion, a chekist who called himself Antanas who had already tried to 
make Father Stakėnas his "friend", came forward with a suggestion 
that he cooperate. 

On February 15, 1983, the Pastor of Josvainiai, a member of the 
Catholic Committee for the Defense of Believers' Rights, Father 
Leonas Kalinauskas, was interrogated at Vilnius KGB headquarters. 
The interogator, Major Pilelis, grilled the priest about the Catholic 
Committee for the Defense of Believers' Rights: its origin, activities, 
documents, etc. Father Kalinauskas would not sign the interrogation 
report, arguing that the answers had been formulated, not by him, 
but by the interrogator. To many of the questions, the priest 
replied absolutely nothing. 

On February 17, 18 and 19, 1983, at Vilnius K G B Head­
quarters, the Associate Pastor of Telšiai, member of the Catholic 
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Committee for the Defense of Believers ' Rights, Father Jonas Kau-
neckas, was interrogated. Interrogator Pilelis twisted the questions in 
such a way so as to make Father Alfonsas Svarinskas responsible 
for all the activities of the Catholic Committee for the Defense of 
Believers' Rights, Father Kauneckas affirmed that all members of the 
Catholic Commitee for the Defense of Believers ' Rights are equally 
responsible, and it is impossible to blame one more than the others. 

On February 28 and March 1, 1983, at the Vilnius KGB 
Headquarters, Father Sigitas Tamkevicius, the Pastor of Kybartai, 
was interrogated. T h e interrogator, Major Pilelis, was interested in 
two questions: What the priest under interrogation could tell about 
the activities of Father Alfonsas Svarinskas, and the activities of 
the Catholic Committee for the Defense of Believers ' Rights. Among 
the many questions were the following: How Documents of the 
Catholic Committe for the Defense of Believers' Rights got 
abroad, into the Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania, etc. 
Father Tamkevidius refuse to provide information about activities 
of the Catholic Committee for the Defense of Believers ' Rights, 
arguing that the Committee by its activities had not violated the 
Constitution of the USSR. He would not sign the interrogation 
reports. 

Skaudvilė 
On March 15, 1983, K G B Investigator Major Pilelis arrived in 

Skaudvile and questioned the Pastor of Skaudvile, Father Vincas 
Velavičius, about Father Alfonsas Svarinskas and activities of the 
Catholic Committee for the Defense of Believers ' Rights. Concerning 
the Pastor of Viduklė, Father Alfonsas Svarinskas, who had been 
arrested, the individual under interrogation spoke of him as being 
one of the verv best priests in Lithuania, and about activities 
of the Catholic Committee for the Defense of Believers ' Rights, he 
said nothing. 

Investigator Pilelis wrote down Father Velavičius' replies in­
correctly, attempting so to distort them, that they would suit the 
purposes of the K G B . Father Velavičius did not sign the report of 
the questioning, and on March 22, he wrote the Prosecutor of the 
L S S R : 

"I protest against such conduct on the part of the interrogator, 
and I request that you consider the written report to be invalid. 

"Concerning Father Alfonsas Svarinskas, I can testify as follows: 
He has been a zealous priest of the Catholic Church, conscientiously 
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Father Vincas Vėlavičius 

performing his priestly duties, and for this reason, he is now suffering 
in prison. All of the accusations against Father Svarinskas can only 
be characterized as efforts to get rid of a good priest, and thus, 
to help the atheists fight against the Catholic Church in Lithuania." 

Šlavantai 
In February, 1983, the Pastor of Šlavantai, Father 

Juozas Zdebskis, received a summons to come for interrogation in 
the criminal case of Father Alfonsas Svarinskas. On February 
17, Father Zdebskis sent the Vilnius KGB a telegram as follows: 
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"I have nothing to testify against the Faith. Before Father 
Alfonsas Svarinskas, as a new martyr for the Faith, I bow my head. 
Therefore, I see no point in honoring your request to come to KGB 
Headquarters to testify." 

On February 28, 1983, Father Juozas Zdebskis was summoned to 
the Office of the Prosecutor of the Lithuanian SSR in Vilnius, to 
see E. Bičkauskas, the investigator assigned to the case of Father 
Svarinskas. T h e priest once again refused to go for the interrogation. 

Investigator Bičkauskas ordered the Lazdijai Rayon Internal Af­
fairs Section to bring Father Zdebskis in by force to the Office of the 
Lithuanian SSR Prosecutor. 

On Sunday, March 20, Father Juozas Zdebskis drove in his 
own automobile to the church in Kučiūnai which he serves, to 
celebrate Sunday Mass. On the way he was detained and taken to 
Lazdijai KGB Headquarters, and from there, by government car, 
to the Office of the Lithuanian SSR Prosecutor. 

Investigator Bičkauskas was interested in two questions: What 
could the individual under interrogation tell him about Father 
Alfonsas Svarinskas, and the activities of the Catholic Committee 
for the Defense of Believers ' Rights. Father Zdebskis refused to 
testify to either question. Asked what he could say about who had 
burned him a few years ago, Father Zdebskis advised the inter­
rogator to inquire of the responsible organs, which have the 
necessary information about that crime. 

Prienai 
On February 11, 1983, the Associate Pastor of Prienai, Father 

Antanas Gražulis, was summoned to the Vilnius K G B for inter­
rogation. K G B Captain Rainys asked about Father Alfonsas Svarins­
kas. Father Gražulis explained that Father Svarinskas is a very good 
priest. Asked what he thought of the Catholic Committee for the 
Defense of Believers ' Rights, he replied that he evaluated them 
positively, and had decided, when the need arose, to to join it 
himself. The priest, after his interrogation, refused to sign the 
report. 

Viduklė 
On February 8, 1983, (Miss) Monika Gavėnaitė, housekeeper at 

the rectory in Viduklė, was summoned to Vilnius K G B Headquar­
ters for interrogation. T h e interrogator, Lieutenant Colonel Zimb-
lys, questioned her about underground publications which had been 
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taken from her during a search in 1980: Tiesos Kelias (The Way of 
Truth), two copies and Ateitis (The Future). T h e KGB agent was 
interested in knowing whether (Miss) Gavėnaitė had not written 
Documents of the Catholic Committee for the Defense of Believers ' 
Rights for Father Alfonsas Svarinskas, where the pastor used to send 
them and what he used to speak about in his sermons. He 
claimed that she had drafted the text of a protest against the 
arrest of Father Svarinskas, he inquired about signatures of the 
faithful gathered earlier and about processions to Šiluva. He con­
sidered all of these things offenses against the state. 

(Miss) Gavėnaitė stated that they would never be able to com­
municate, since they saw the same actions in a different light. 

On February 9, (Miss) Gavėnaitė was interrogated by Lieutenant 
Colonel Urbonas. Investigator Vidzėnas took from the woman under 
interrogation samples of handwriting and typescript for analysis. 
Around noon, two chekists, Pilelis and Zimblys, took (Miss) 
Gavėnaitė to Viduklė where they picked up Father Svarinskas' 
internal passport, his draft registration and, at the pastor's request, 
English and Italian grammars. 

Kybartai 
On February 10, 1983, four militiamen stopped Kybartai church 

organist Birutė Briliūtė on the street, and accused her of violating 
" p a s s p o r t r e g u l a t i o n s " . As a matter of fact, B i r u t ė B r i l i ū t ė 
did not live in Kybartai permanently, but only came in to work. T h e 
officials took (Miss) Briliūtė to the Vilkaviškis Militia Department. 
Here she was met by chekist Kononenko, who tried to convince her 
that she was being detained justly. T h e militia chie f was not there, 
and his assistant did not know what to do. Militiaman Kazlauskas 
consulted with the KGB and ordered (Miss) Briliūtė to come to the 
department the next day, bringing her work contract with her. When 
she showed him her work contract, the militiaman threw up his hands 
in hopelessness, saying, "Now I don't know what to do!" When he 
recovered, he ran to consult with the chekists. 

On F e b r u a r y 11, Bi rutė B r i l i ū t ė had hardly c rossed the 
threshhold of the C h i e f of Mil i t ia , when she was met with a 
stream of profanity. After this introduction, the crudely cursing 
official demanded her passport and her work contract. (Miss) Bri­
l iūtė wished to know who this c h a r a c t e r was, curs ing so ex­
pertly, and asked that he show her his personal identification. His 
face dis torted with anger, the official made fun of ( M i s s ) 
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Briliūtė, saying that they should get rid of women like her. 
After this, he summoned three women who carried out a personal 

search on (Miss) Briliūtė. Now there was not one, but there were 
four individuals r id icul ing and insul t ing her. (Miss) Br i l iū tė 
decided that she would be unable to prove that she was neither a 
" toad" nor a "churchmouse" (as she was called by the officials) 
and therefore, it was better for her to maintain complete silence. 

When he tired of ridiculing her, the Chief of Militia ordered 
Militiaman Kazlauskas to write up one complaint "for attacking the 
life, health and dignity of an official," and to sentence her to fifteen 
days under arrest; and a second complaint "for violation of pass­
port regulat ions" . When the summonses were finished, (Miss) 
Briliūtė was taken to court. Judge Slenfuktas began to hold forth, say­
ing that all church workers are vagrants. When (Miss) Bri l iūtė 
asked to sign the court dec i s ion, the j u d g e rep l ied, " Y o u ' r e 
not going to get any document. Go and deposit twenty rubles to 
the government account in the bank. If you ask anything else 
you really will get fifteen days. 

On February 14, (Miss) Briliūtė sent the republic prosecutor a 
complaint, but never received any answer. "No hawk blinds another 
hawk." 

Kelmė 
On February 4, 1983 (Miss) Regina Teresiūtė, residing in Kelmė, 

Laisvės 11, was summoned to Kelmė KGB Headquarters. Militia 
official Kornikas, who had been waiting for her, demanded that she 
turn over her internal passport and her work permit (Teresiūtė 
works in the Kelmė Rayon, at the Žalpiai church). When she showed 
her documents, the Milit ia Lieutenant, claiming that her work 
permit had been gotten by force from the Žalpiai Parish Committee, 
took them away and ordered her to write an explanation of why 
she works at the church. 

(Miss) Teresiūtė explained that she picks her own place of employ­
ment, and so far, working at the church was not forbidden, so she 
was not about to write any explanations. When she refused to obey, 
Teresiūtė was taken to the second floor for interrogation. Here, 
Major Markaitis began to vilify and insult Father Alfonsas Svarins­
kas. T h e woman being interrogated was accused of getting tangled 
up in the snares of a priest-bandit, and of having done work detri­
mental to the Soviet public. Chekist Markaitis forced Teresiūtė to 
testify that Father Svarinskas used to send her to bring home the 
Documents of the Catholic Committee for the Defense of Believers' 
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Rights, and literature libeling the Soviet public. He told her that a 
criminal case had been opened against her, just as it had been against 
Father Svarinskas. 

In the afternoon, Militia Official Komikas again presented 
himself to (Miss) Teresiūtė, and repeatedly demanded an explana­
tion as to why she works at the church. For her refusal to write an 
explanation, he threatened to lock her up in a psychiatric hospital, 
or to put her away for fifteen days. Major Markaitis explained 
that Teresiūtė worked in Žalpiai, only so that she might be able 
to see Father Svarinskas, something for which a stern warning had 
already been written her. Teresiūtė refused to give any informa­
tion about Father Svarinskas, and the Pastor of the parish in Žalpiai, 
Father J. Razmantas, or to sign the interrogation report or blank 
sheets. 

At the end of the interrogation, Major Markaitis warned (Miss) 
Teresiūtė that if, within a month's time she did not get some govern­
ment work, they would have to meet in prison. T h e interro­
gation took almost five hours. 

On February 14, 1983, Regina Teresiūtė sent a petition to 
the Prosecutor of the L S S R , demanding that the Kelmė Rayon K G B 
return the work papers they had taken from her. 

Miroslavas (Alytus R a y o n ) 
On March 29, 1983, Engineer Jonas Janavičius of the "Obe-

lija" Collective Farm Security, was summoned to the K G B and 
questioned about Father Svarinskas. Under interrogation, he testi­
fied that Father Svarinskas is a good and zealous priest. Further­
more, Interrogator Apolinaras Tuchin questioned the engineer about 
the priest-brothers, Antanas and Juozas Gražulis. The investigator 
stated that Father Antanas Gražulis had come under the influence 
of bad companions, and if he did not mend his ways, he would 
be taken to court in the future. T h e KGB agent asked for help in re­
educating this priest. Engineer Janavičius stated that the priest has 
his own convictions, and there was no need for him to interfere in 
his affairs. Moreover, the K G B agent, apparently wishing to recruit 
the engineer, suggested that they meet somewhere. Failing to 
accomplish anything, he did not even ask the engineer to sign the 
interrogation report. 

Blinstrubiškės (Raseiniai R a y o n ) 
On January 30, 1983, two militiamen and a chekist came to the 
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Blinstrubiškės Home for the Blind and in the Raseiniai Rayon. 
Accompanied by the Party Organization Secretary of the Home, 
Head Nurse Irena Kybartienė, they visited the ward in which the 
invalid (Miss) Stasė Nevardauskaitė lives. From her, they took a peti­
tion-protest with signatures, written to the Prosecutor of Lithuania, 
concerning the arrest of Father Alfonsas Svarinskas. T h e officials 
arbitrarily examined (Miss) Nevardauskaitės personal things, read 
her notes and letters, and warned her that for collecting signatures, 
she should be throughly "reamed out". She just might have to leave 
the home for the blind. 

On February 1, the Raseiniai Rayon Party Secretary vilified 
Father Alfonsas Svarinskas to residents, gathered for lunch in the 
dining room of the Blinstrubiškės Home, calling him a "terrible 
person", for whom a most suitable place was prison. After the " lec­
ture", the Rayon Party Secretary, Director of the Home Eugeni­
jus Zaikauskas and Head Nurse Kybartienė questioned patient 
Neverdauskaitė about where she had received the text of the petition-
protest. He explained that the Church was separated from the state, 
and those living in government facilities have no right, without 
the director's permission, to write any petitions, and especially not 
collective petitions. 

They tried to convince listeners that Father Svarinskas had 
libeled Soviet life, insulted people, etc. To (Miss) Nevardauskaitė's 
request for a specific explanation of Father Svarinskas' offense, 
since on the basis of the allegation that he was a detractor and 
insulting, it is impossible to understand a person's offense, the 
Rayon Party Secretary had no concrete answer, except that on All 
Soul's Evenings, Father Alfonsas Svarinskas, together with believers, 
went from the church to the cemetery in organized fashion to pray for 
the dead. 

On February 3, 1983, (Miss) Nevardauskaitė, a resident of the 
home, sent a petition to the Central Committee of the Com­
munist Party in Lithuania. Following is an abridged text of the 
petition: 

"We were deeply shocked by the news that government of­
ficials had arrested the respected and beloved Pastor of Viduklė, 
Father Alfonsas Svarinskas. We all know well tht he is innocent. 
Thousands of the faithful witnessed by their signatures that he is a 
good priest. It is not understandable why he has the lable of 
'anti-Soviet' attached to him, why he is called a calumniator, an 
insulter and an instigator . . . Why they are using legal procedures 
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to get rid of him. If Father Svarinskas says that believing and non-
believing citizens should be treated equally by the government, 
this is no crime. 

"Why the truth displeases our government is impossible to 
understand, but it is also impossible to remain silent when a priest 
is put away in jail for speaking the truth. 

" T h e insulting behavior of government agents in arresting 
Father Svarinskas, and afterwards, the pressure begun against 
resident shows how justice and humanity are respected among 
us . . . " 

Kapčiamiestis (Lazdijai R a y o n ) 
On the morning of February 16, 1983, over the Kapčia­

miestis Middle School Building, the beautiful tricolor of freedom 
waved. On the faces of pupils gathering for class shone a holiday 
happiness and surprise. T h e pupils swarmed in the yard, and, not 
lowering their eyes, they joyfully admired the Lithuanian tricolor 
which for fifteen minutes, now, had been reminding them of the 
sacrifices of fighters in the past, their loyalty and inexpressible 
love for the Land of the Nemunas; it reminded them also of present-
day martyrs for the cause of the Church and the nation. 

These thoughts were reinforced by one pupil's shouts of, 
"Lithuania lives and will l ive!" Arriving at school at 9 o'clock, 
the Principal, Zenonas Sabalius, immediately telephoned the Lazdi­
jai Militia and the K G B , who ordered the flag torn down at once. 
Teacher J. Subačius, and the Business Manager of the School, 
Ališauskas, tore down the tricolor and brought it to the Teachers ' 
Room. 

With astronomic speed, the Lazdijai Rayon KGB Agent Algis 
Gilys showed up in Kapčiamiestis. With Kapčiamiestis District 
Representative Vladas Kavoliukas, District Chairman J. Lapinskas, 
and other auxiliaries, he called on Kapčiamiestis resident Juozas 
Sedeckas, where he examined all the rooms, the yard, stable, store 
room, and asked to be shown the keys. After questioning briefly 
the School Custodian, (Mrs.) Sadeckienė, they left. 

On February 17, Kapčiamiestis Communal Farm worker, Ro­
mas Žibūda, was summoned to the District Militia Department. How­
ever, Romas replied, "Anyone who wishes to talk to me can come 
here. I'm not going." 

Immediately, a car arrived at the communal farm workshed, 
and drove Romas off to the Militia Department. 
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KGB Agent Gilys asked his assistants to leave the office, and 
began the conversation. 

First he reminded Romas that he would soon have to leave for the 
Soviet Army. Gilys offered to help have Romas assigned to a better 
location, nearer home, on condition that the latter would help 
uncover who had raised the Lithuanian Flag. If, however, he refused 
to help, he would be sent to perform his military service somewhere 
in the far north. 

He asked whether he goes to church frequently, whether he 
associates with priests, and whether he had recently visited 
Vytas and Gintas Sakavičius. Gilys told him when he met these two 
young men, praised them for their audacity and valour in being able 
to raise such a flag so high, and to watch how those two would respond 
and react. 

T h e KGB agent, taking out a piece of the tricolor, gave it to 
Žibūdas, and carefully asked whether he perhaps had seen 
one like it somewhere in church. 

When Romas denied everything and refused all of his "gestures 
of good-will", he said he was going to Romas' home to look around, 
but he did not go. Taking his leave, the K G B agent, as usual, 
told him to say nothing to anyone about the conversation. He 
promised they would meet again, and if Romas was successful 
in gathering information, he was to hand it over to V. Kavo­
liukas, or to him, in person. 

T h e same day, Linas Sedeckas was summoned to the Lazdijai 
Militia Department to see Jarmalas. There he was interrogated and 
an attempt was made to recruit him as an informer. 

Eigirdžiai (Telšiai R a y o n ) 
On January 3 1 , 1983, three K G B agents came to see Father 

Ferdinandas Žilys, the Pastor of Eigirdžiai and Nerimdaičiai, and 
looked over the books. T h e KGB agents warned the priest about his 
sermons delivered in Telšiai, January 30, in which he spoke about 
the imprisonment of Father Alfonsas Svarinskas. T h e officials said 
that Father Jonas Kauneckas had an influence on Father Žilys. 

Telšiai 
On February 1, 1983, in Middle School I I I , two K G B agents came 

to see Seventh Class Teacher Rasa Kačinskytė, and grilled her, asking 
who in the cathedral supervises the girls who come for adora­
tion. What (Miss) Ona Lazdauskaitė, who looked after the procession, 
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said when speaking to the children, etc. (Miss) Lazdauskaitė, as well 
as Father Jonas Kauneckas, were calumniated, and called criminals. 

T h e Militia Lieutenant, (Mrs.) Dapkuvienė, (not Dapkunienė as 
reported in the Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania, 
No. 56) who had participated in the search of Father Kauneckas' 
quarters, ridiculed in all sorts of ways, some girls who came to 
visit the housekeeper, (Miss) Činskytė, during the search. 

Taking one girl to the kitchen, the militiawoman demanded that 
she remove her dress. When the girl refused, Dapkuvienė reached 
beneath her underwear. She was taken to the Militia Station, inter­
rogated for a long time, and released only at two o'clock in the 
morning. They offered to drive her home, but the girl refused, 
" I ' m not going to ride with those who humiliate people like that." 

Upyna (Šilalė R a y o n ) 
On January 31, 1983, (Mrs.) Stefa Radzevičienė, the wife of the 

District Chairman, summoned Tenth Class student Vilma Kinderytė 
from the school dormitory. Not far away from the dormitory stood 
a K G B trickster. 

Inviting the girl to get into the automobile, the K G B agent (who 
did not give his name); asked whether in Church on Sundays, the 
Pastor had not spoken about Father Alfonsas Svarinskas, the Pastor 
of Viduklė, who had been arrested. Then the chekist dictated to 
Vilma Kinderytė, the following text: 

" T h e Pastor of Upyna, Father Vytautas Skiparis, spoke from the 
pulpit about Father Alfonsas Svarinskas. Signatures were taken up, 
requesting that Father Svarinskas be released." The girl wrote what 
was dictated, and signed it. 

On February 4, 1983, (Miss) V. Kingerytė (sic), was summoned to 
the Šilalė Rayon Communist Youth Organization Committee. When 
she arrived, Vilma was greeted pleasantly by the same K G B agent. 
T h e agent, among other questions, asked (Miss) Kingerytė, "Why 
do you go to church? Why did you join the Communist Youth 
Organization? . . ." 

The girl replied that religion is not forbidden in the Soviet 
Union, and that she had joined the Communist Youth League on one 
condition: "When I want to, I will go to church". 

T h e K G B agent, seeing that the schoolgirl had not been 
shaken, warned her: "I wanted to have a civil talk with you. 
You'll be sorry!" 
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Vilkaviškis 
On February 25, 1983, in the office of the Principal at the 

Vitkauskas School in Vilkaviškis, Chekist Kononenko interrogated 
Vilma Brazauskaitė (Eighth Class) and Arvydas Juška (Ninth Class), 
about signing a petition regarding persecution of youth. T h e pupils 
were interrogated about who gathered the signatures, and whether 
they themselves had signed the aforesaid petition. Both pupils 
refused to answer the questions, or to sign the interrogation report. 
Assistant Principal, (Mrs.) Kurmienė, called Vilma Brazauskaitė 
crazy, and threatened to take her to a psychiatric hospital. 

On February 26, pupil Brazauskaitė was again interrogated, and 
again she refused to tell anything. 

Prienai 
At 11:00 AM on March 10, 1983, (Mrs.) Monika Savilionienė, a 

resident of the Village of Ingavangis, and (Mrs.) Anelė Liniaus-
kienė, a resident in the Village of Kleboniškis, were summoned to 
the Prienai Rayon K G B Substation. K G B Agent Liutkevičius asked 
the women why they signed a petition defending rights of the youth, 
since the petition was libelous. T h e women explained that it is the 
duty of the leaders to defend youth. 

On March 5, 1983, in the Prienai K G B Substation, Investigator 
Liutkevičius questioned (Mrs.) Regina Buzienė about a petition 
in which the persecuted, believing youth of Lithuania is defended. He 
asked who collected the signatures. Then he explained that in the 
petition, Soviet reality was smeared. He mentioned, for example, 
that the petition stated that one student, on account of her religion, 
was not allowed to receive her diploma of higher studies, when in 
reality, she did receive it, and is presently working in Kaunas. (Mrs.) 
Buzienė explained that when the petition was signed, the student in 
question was a victim of discrimination and now, perhaps the mistake 
has been corrected. 

Investigator Liutkevičius said that (Mrs.) Buzienė was questioned 
as a witness in the case of (Mrs.) Jadvyga Bieliauskienė. (Trans, 
note — Sentenced in May, 1983 to four years loss of freedom and 
three years internal exile.) 

Skaudvilė 
March 1-5, 1983, a chekist from the Tauragė K G B Substation, 

together with a few militiamen from Skaudvilė, poked around the 
apartments of Skaudvilė residents and terrorized people, demanding 
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that they write statements about signing a petition concerning the 
persecution of the believing youth of Lithuania. Those who refused to 
write statements were threatened with three years of imprisonment. 

Vilkaviškis 
In February, 1983, chekists from the Vilkaviškis Subdivision of 

the KGB questioned many faithful from Vilkaviškis, Kybartai and 
elsewhere, asking whether they had signed the petition in which 
the believing youth of Lithuania was defended. The K G B agents 
claimed that, on account of that petition, a criminal case had been 
initiated. Questioning the faithful, the KGB agents had photocopies 
of pages, with signatures; some of the signatures which were readily 
legible were underlined in red. The faithful responded variously 
to the question whether they had signed the aforesaid petition: 
Some would confirm their own signature, others would deny it, 
and still others would make no statement at all. 

PROPAGANDA FROM T H E COUNCIL 
FOR RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS 

On February 28, at the offices of E L T A in Vilnius, (Trans, note 
— ELTA, from LTA, acronymic for "Lietuvos Telegramų Agen­
tūra — the Lithuanian Telegraph Agency. The name was taken over, 
along with the agency, at the time of the Soviet occupation. Not to he 
confused with ELTA Information Agency, sponsored by the Lithua­
nian National Foundation, in the free world.) a closed lecture for 
members of the press was given by the Assistant Commissioner for 
Religious Affairs, E. Juozėnas. Listeners were told not to take notes. 
Following are the speakers' main ideas. 

T h e speaker presented statistical data about the general status of 
the Catholic Church, and of other religious groups, and remarked 
that this is a tangible force in our republic. 

Directives for Catholics come from the Vatican. The situation is 
not normal, since religious extremists are active, anti-social sermons 
are being preached, and Soviet activists are vilified. Priests urge 
people to disobey the law. There are about fifty extremist 
priests, the most active of whom is Alfonsas Svarinskas. Signatures 
are being collected among the public to petitions, e.g., " L e t us 
struggle against the murder of priests!" 

Underground publications are prepared directed to Vatican 
Radio and the Voice of America. 
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Extremist priests have organized an active nucleus of about 
three hundred women, some of them with higher education. 

Sometimes, situations are orchestrated to encourage conflict. 
Crosses are erected to be taken down. The public is incited — not 
to go to work on Sundays, for example; schoolchildren are urged not 
to go to school on Ash Wednesday. 

The social doctrine offered by the pope is not constructive, but 
his journeys and speeches arouse the interest of the masses. On 
more than one occasion, he has said that he prays for Lithuania. 

Priests have great possibilities for propaganda, e.g., at Šiluva, 
over twenty thousand people gather, and are addressed by Father 
Jonas Kauneckas, and other extremist priests. 

Extremism is aided greatly by gaps in atheistic work. 
Many schoolchildren attend church. Teachers, by their tactless 

behavior, evoke conflicts with parents; the child cries, the mother 
runs to the priest, and he, to the Chronicle. We must work with the 
parents. 

The forms of our atheistic work are not perfect. The Vatican 
has done a better job of formulating its religious propaganda. 

Our atheistic propaganda lacks concreteness. 
In 1976, the law regarding cults was amended. Educators must 

have copies. Last year, the opportunity of speaking with a group of 
religious activists presented itself. It appears that they know the 
law like the palm of their hand. The actions of the extremists must 
be systematically unmasked! 

In the activities of the pope, there are many contradictions. He 
says that the mission of the Church is non-political. However, what 
were his statements on the question of Poland like? He called for the 
release of internees! Last year, the Vatican issued a decree saying 
that church activists may not participate in the atheist peace move­
ment. 

Priests in their sermons pick on teachers. And we? The priests' 
ears are everywhere! They want to know what preparations are 
being made to combat the extremists. Our ears do not hear many 
of their sermons. 

Much damage is caused by unscientific atheistic propaganda. 
The Ministry of Education had hammered it into the teachers' 

heads that if the child is a believer, he canot have an exemplary 
conduct mark. This served the purposes of the priests. Now this 
practice is obsolete. We should avoid too many insulting caricatures 
in the atheistic nooks. 
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We had plenty of opportunity to talk with believers in Viduklė. 
They felt that the pastor was heading for a fall. 

T h e pastor, Alfonsas Svarinskas, had a group of activists who can 
do whatever the priest says. 

T h e situation of the bishops of Lithuania is not easy. T h e extrem­
ists have made all sorts of complaints, and the bishops go to the 
Vatican to defend themselves. Krikščiūnas has already been, and 
now the others are to go. T h e extremists write libelous letters, putting 
moral pressure on all to oppose the Soviet order. 

" T h e Committee for the Defense of Believers ' Rights" appeared 
in 1978. Why do we tolerate it? We do not tolerate it. Sva­
rinskas is gone. Others will get it over the knuckles. We are in no 
hurry. There should be no doubt for anyone that our prisoners 
are anti-Soviet. 

A committee has been organized to prepare for the Anniversary 
of Saint Casimir. We do not expect any provocations. 

However, the extremists plan a vigil in front of the Museum of 
Atheism. They plan to organize a prayer campaign, a rally and 
processions. They are raising questions about returning churches to 
the believers. 

WHOM DO YOU S E R V E ? 

To the editors of the newspaper, Tiesa: 

Esteemed Editors, 

Making use of the freedom of press and of speech guaranteed 
by the Constitution, Par. 50, I come to you, asking that you publish in 
Tiesa, this petition of mine: 

Open Letter to Vytautas Grinius 

Esteemed Vytautas Grinius, 

Having read your article, "Whom Do They Serve?" published in 
Tiesa, February 6, 1983, I would like to ask you: And whom do you 
serve? Your nation, or its enemies? T h e truth, or a lie. T h e article is 
long. In it you touch on many problems, and all the questions raised. 
I do not dare touch upon at this time. Let us try to look together at 
least at some points in the article. 
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You rejoice, for instance, "that fewer and fewer people are 
enthralled by religion, that the process of secularization is taking 
place according to plan, that changes are taking place in the believer 
himself, and in his relationships with religion and the Church." In 
brief, you are pleased with the victory of atheism in our nation. 
Yes, in part, you are right. In the past forty-three years, no small 
part of our nation, especially the younger generación, has become 
secularized. 

But let me ask you, at what price? Perhaps by the peoples' 
free self-determination? Alas, no. T h e entire secularization is taking 
place after making atheism the state religion, forcing atheism on 
children, all the way from the kindergarten and practicing 
discrimination against believing pupils in the schools. By punishing 
schoolchildren for participating in religious ceremonies, lowering 
their conduct mark, giving poor recommendations to graduates, 
threatening that they will not get into institutions of higher learning 
and ridiculing believing schoolchildren — in this way, the right to 
educate children according to their own beliefs is taken away from 
believing parents, and teachers are ordered to graduate the children 
of believing parents as convinced atheists. And if we add the press, 
radio and television of which the faithful may not avail themselves, 
then it will be clear at what price the secularization and atheiza-
tion of a part of our nation has taken place. It has taken place by 
discriminating against believers, and by violating Par. 50-52 of the 
Soviet Constitution. 

Furthermore, you mention the old saw from the apostles of 
atheism: "Under conditions of socialism, the faithful of every denomi­
nation have the opportunity of satisfying completely their religious 
requirements. Do you not know that no Soviet teacher or other 
high-ranking official can publicly practice his religion? Those who 
are to do so are penalized, even relieved of their duties. In this way, 
the followingwere relieved of their duties as teachers: In Kulautuva, 
the teacher Stasė Jasiūnaitė; in Vilkaviškis, Teacher Ona Brilienė 
and in Šiauliai, Teacher (Mrs.) Kaušienė. Chairman Gražulis of 
the Alytus Rayon Communal Farm was relieved from his duties as 
Chairman because his son entered the seminary. 

Believers do not have the right to go in organized fashion even 
to the cemetery, according to the old tradition on All Souls' Day, 
to pray for the deceased. Priests who have dared to disobey such 
unconstitutional directives discriminating against believers have 
been penalized by fines. 

Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania No. 57 3 9 



Organized processions to the shrine of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
at Šiluva are forbidden. For participation in such processions, 
Engineer Vytautas Vaičiūnas, Laborer Mečislovas Jurevičius and 
Gemma-Jadvyga Stanelytė were punished with jail sentences. 

So these are the means by which secularization of the nation 
is taking place. And you justify that, rejoice in it and consider it a 
normal process of secularization! 

You, Mr. Grinius, are angry at the priests of Lithuania because 
they dare in their sermons publicly to raise these issues and this evil 
which atheism has brought upon our nation. It is impossible to 
keep si lent about this: to keep silent about it would be an of­
fense against God and the nation. T h e damage done has been very 
great. For the past forty-three years, with religion lessons ban­
ned from the schools and strict atheistic education introduced, with 
the use of the a b o v e m e n t i o n e d means of education and com­
munication, to your joy, religious life in the nation has weakened, 
and with the w e a k e n i n g of faith, the moral i ty of the nation 
has also fallen considerably. Morality has lost its basis, This is 
witnessed by the numerous divorces, decrease in the birth rate and 
increase in abortions ( I f one is to believe the radio reports, then 
among us, on the average, each woman has four or five abor­
tions.), the terrible increase in alcoholism and delinquency among 
the younger generation. 

Our nation is physically dying. T h e average family size is 3.2. 
You are angry at priests because they blame atheism for the moral 
collapse of our nation, yet this is how it is. As long as our nation was 
deeply believing, families were numerous, decent and healthy. There 
were almost no divorces, for the Catholic faith forbids them. 
Abortions were strictly forbidden, for that is murder. Hence, there 
were few of them. There were not as many alcoholics, either. 

When, during the era of serfdom, the people began to drink 
heavily, it sufficed for Bishop Valančius, in 1854, to establish the 
Temperance Brotherhood, and to urge people to join it. In a couple 
of years, drunkenness was almost wiped out. T h e authoritative 
word of a bishop was enough for a believing nation, but today, a 
nation wounded by atheism, will get little help from all of the methods 
intended for the war against alcoholism on a national scale. 

Recalling the stormy period between 1940 - 1945, you accuse 
priests of cooperating with the enemies of the people and the Hitler­
ites. According to you, " 2 4 8 priests who had assisted the Hitlerites 
skipped to the West to avoid punishment due them, when they should 
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have answered to the law for their crimes; while those who had 
soiled their hands and had not been quick enough to disappear 
abroad, had to pay for their crimes according to the law." 

This is not true. Two hundred-forty eight priests withdrew to the 
West, not because they had "soiled their hands", but out of fear, in 
order to avoid the Stalinist terror. Those Lithuanians and the major­
ity of priests who at first looked to the Germans as liberators, and 
some even cooperated, acted thus because from the Stalinist regime, 
in one year they had experienced many injustices. On the basis of 
archives and being objective, you should know how many thousands 
of Lithuanian families, children and old people, were torn from their 
homeland, and without any trial, were taken off to Siberia, from 
where many of them did not return. Or how many priests were 
killed in 1941, without trial, as the Soviet Army was retreating 
eastward. Here are a few names: T h e Chaplain of the Joniškis 
Gymnasium, Father Paulius Bacevičius; the Pastor of Kruopai, Father 
Vanagas; of Viekšniai, Canon Navickas; of Kuršiai, Canon V. Dam­
brauskas; of Stirniai, Father Jonas Dausela; of Pusnės, Father Valen­
tinas Balčius; those who died in prison were: Bishops Mečislo­
vas Reinys and Vincentas Borisevičius; priests: Stanislovas Rim­
kus and J. Kostrickas. 

This is an incomplete list of the nation's martyrs. In the light 
of such sad facts, with the Soviet Army returning, it was not 
248 priests, but all the priests of Lithuania who were tempted to 
withdraw to the West, not out of love for the Hitlerites, but for fear of 
death or imprisonment. If most of the priests did not flee, then 
it was out of love for their nation and the Church, lest the sheep be 
left without shepherds. They risked prison and death, rather than 
leave their country. Many of them did end up in the camps, not 
because, as you write, they had committed a crime against their 
nation, but because they loved her and sacrificed themselves for her. 
This is the truth about the priests of Lithuania. 

You, Mr. Grinius, wishing to degrade the priests of Lithuania in 
the eyes of the nation and to undermine their authority, act unjustly. 
By the same token, you serve not your own nation, but its enemies. 
Therefore, hardly had I read your article when the question arose: 
"Whom are you serving?" 

You divide priests into loyal and extremist — unnecessarily. All 
the priests of Lithuania, except for a small percentage of those morally 
bankrupt, by proclaiming the teachings of Christ and Christian 
morality, perform a useful task in the education of the nation. T h e 
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extremists you deride, are the most zealous fighters against all sorts 
of evils, and for the nation's brighter future. T h e entire believing 
public bows its head before them, and rejoices in them, is proud 
of them and you will not succeed in demeaning them. They are 
the pride of the Church of Lithuania, and of our nation. Of course, 
it is possible to destroy them physically. In this age of spiritual 
decline, deceit has become the easiest means to use against one's 
ideological opponents. However, the names of those courageous 
and high-principled men will someday fill out the list of national 
heroes. 

Think it over! 
Father Gustavas Gudanavičius 

Žagarė, February 2 1 , 1983 Administrator of Žagarė 

A G I F T F R O M T H E NATION O F MARTYRS 

A few years ago, the Catholics of Ireland gave the persecuted 
Catholics of Lithuania a symbolic gift: A small statue of Mary which 
was supposed to go to the Shrine of Our Lady of the Dawn Gate in 
Vilnius. The Soviet government would not allow the statue to be 
taken to Lithuania, and so it was temporarily kept in the Church of 
St. Casimir in Dublin. 

In January, 1983, an "ecumenical delegation" of clergy from the 
Soviet Union travelled through England and Ireland. T h e delegation 
was arranged by the Council for Religious Affairs, and its purpose 
was not ecumenism, but propaganda: In the Soviet Union, there is 
freedom of religion. In Moscow during the briefing session on how 
the clergy should conduct themselves during the trip, the Dean of 
Šakiai, Msgr. J. Žemaitis, asked a responsible staff member of the 
Council for Religious Affairs what he should do if the Catholics 
of Ireland asked him to deliver the statue of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary to Lithuania. 

The official said that he could accept it. It appears that the 
Catholics of Ireland, with their demands to send the statue to 
Lithuania had annoyed the Soviet government so much that the latter 
had decided to make use of this delegation to bring the statue to 
Lithuania. In Dublin, Soviet Embassy staff members were overjoyed 
that finally, they would be able to unload the statue of Mary. 

When the delegation returned to Moscow, customs officials 
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came and confiscated the statue. Arriving home, Msgr. Žemaitis tele­
phoned the Commissioner for Religious Affairs, Petras Anilionis, to 
tell him about the unpleasant incident. After a while, the Assistant 
Commissioner for Religious Affairs, Jozėnas, announced that the 
statue of Mary could be picked up, only it would have to be 
kept in the Church of Šiluva. The K G B did not want the statue to 
stay in the capital drawing devotees. 

Finally, Msgr. Juozas Žemaitis and the Dean of Šiluva, Vaclo­
vas Grauslys, brought the gift of the Catholics of Ireland from 
Moscow to Lithuania on February 16, the day when Lithuanians 
throughout world commemorate the anniversary of the dearly re-won 
independence of Lithuania. 

Not without the involvement of the Council for Religious Affairs, 
the gift of the Catholics of Ireland was delivered to Šiluva 
quietly, without ceremony. Priests and faithful were not informed 
about it. So that the Catholics of Ireland would remain satisfied 
with such a silent reception of the gift, the Council for Reli­
gious Affairs ordered Bishop Povilonis to send an acknowledge­
ment to the Cardinal Primate of Ireland. 

This delivery of the statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
according to the K G B plan, was supposed to be proof that Lithuania 
is not a nation of martyrs. Proof was necessary at this time when one 
of the best sons of Lithuania, Father Alfonsas Svarinskas, was 
thrown behind bars at the hands of the occupant. 

The Catholics of Lithuania remember warmly their brothers in 
Ireland, and are very grateful to them for their solidarity and prayers 
at a time when it is necessary to walk the road of thorns. A special 
place in the hearts of the faithful in Lithuania is occupied by 
Michael Bourdeaux, the Director of Keston College, who has written 
more than one book about the concerns of the Catholics of 
Lithuania. 

NEWS FROM T H E D I O C E S E S 

Vilnius 
All the bishops of Lithuania received an invitation from the 

Vatican Secretariat to pay an official visit to the Holy Father. Among 
those invited was also the exiled bishop, Julijonas Steponavičius. 
However, the Soviet government, fearing lest its plans with regard to 
the Catholic Church in Lithuania collapse, did not allow the exiled 
bishop to go to Rome, deceitfully arguing that there was too little 
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Povilas Pečeliūnas 

time to obtain a passport for travel abroad. If the Soviet govern­
ment had wanted to, it would have provided a passport for 
travel abroad within two days. 

Vilnius 
Povilas Pečeliūnas, having finished his term in camp, was taken 

to exile in the far north. His present address is: 
626806 
Tiumenskaya obi. 
Beresovskiy rayon, 
pos. Igrim, 
ul. Entuziastov d. 16 kv. 13 
Pečeliūnas Povilas, Juozo 
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Antanas Terleckas 

Since December 19, 1982, Antanas Terleckas has been carrying 
out his sentence of exile in the far east. His address: 

686410 Magadan 
Omsukchan, pos. Industrialniy 
Omsukchianskogo r-na 
ul. Sportivnaya 5-17 
Terleckas Antanas 

Vaisuva (Kelmė R a y o n ) 
During the night of September 21-22, 1982, culprits broke into 

the church, but apparently frightened by something, they did no 
significant damage. 
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Tauragė 
During the night of December 8-9, 1982, someone broke into the 

sacristy. An amplifier was stolen. The culprits did 350 rubles 
worth of damage. 

Pagėgiai 
During the night of January 2-3, 1983, some culprits, unable to 

pry open the metal tabernacle of the main altar, carried it away. 
Later the tabernacle was found pried open in the forest, and in it, a 
ciborium with a few hosts. Another ciborium full of hosts was taken. 
In the snow could be seen the footprints of several culprits. 
With them they had a dog and sled. From this, it can be con­
cluded that they were locals. T h e faithful informed the militia about 
the foul deed January 3, but the militia came after noon, when, 
with the snow melting, there were no footprints left. T h e culprits 
were not found. 

Plungė 
The night of January 15-16, 1983, in the churchyard, the window 

of the shrine was opened and the statue of the Blessed Mother 
knocked over. 

Telšiai 
During the night of February 5-6, 1983, a small statue of the 

Pensive Christ was taken from a shrine in the cathedral churchyard. 

Vilnius 
On February 17, 1983, all the functioning bishops of Lithuania; 

the Administrator of the Archdiocese of Vilnius, Father A. Gutauskas 
and the Rector of the Seminary, Dr. Viktoras Butkus, were 
summoned to the Office of the Commissioner for Religious Affairs. 
Commissioner Petras Anilionis carefully prepared for a lecture, spent 
about two and a half hours convincing the Ordinaries that black is 
white and white is black, that is, that the Soviet government is very 
good, is even concerned for the affairs of the Church, and the nay-
sayers, who hurt the Church are the extremist priests. 

T h e Commissioner even manipulated Canon Law cynically, 
suggesting that the parish Committee of Twenty, formed by the 
government, is the rightful manager of the parish, and the place of 
the pastor is exclusively at the altar. Speaking of the seminary, the 
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Commissioner confirmed that the quota of those entering the semin­
ary would be enlarged if the unofficial seminary stopped operating 
and there were no " p r i e s t - e x t r e m i s t s " . Right ly, one of the 
bishops noted that for the unofficial seminary, the Soviet 
government was responsible: If it had allowed all candidates for the 
priesthood to enter the Seminary in Kaunas, no one would have 
trained priests unofficially. 

When Bishop Vincentas Sladkevičius reminded the Commissioner 
that some persons strive for too much intimacy with the 
seminarians, and in this way, trouble them veiy much, to every­
one's suiprise, the Commissioner responded: " L e t them object to the 
KGB. Why do they give i n ? " What hypocrisy! Many of those who 
oppose the K G B end up rejected. 

Telšiai 
Before it was sent to the Chairman of the Presidium of the 

Supreme Council of the USSR, the petition was additionally signed 
by the following priests of the Telšiai Diocese (See the Chronicle 
of the Catholic Church in Lithuania, Number 55): 

Msgr. Bronius Barauskas 
Fathers: 

Bronius Brazdžius 
Stanislovas Ežerinskas 
Kazimieras Gylys 
Stanislovas Ilinčius 
Konstantinas Jadviršis 
Petras Lygnugaris 

Juozapas Meidus 
Juozapas Rutalė 
Petras Serapinas 
Henrikas Sirtautas 
Zigmas Šimkus 
Leonas Veselis 
Liudvikas Šarkauskas 

Altogether, one hundred thirty priests signed the petition from 
the priests of the Diocese of Telšiai: two from other dioceses, and 
128 from the Diocese of Telšiai (of a total of a possible 
135). Father Česlovas Degutis, Father Zenonas Degutis and Father 
Stanislovas Sakutis declined to sign. Those out of the diocese: Father 
Juozas Mantvydas and Father Domininkas Bivainius, were not asked 
to sign. Nor did the Chancery of Telšiai sign. 

Kybartai 
Lately, the persecution of unofficially ordained priests has ac­

celerated. An attempt is being made to intimidate them, and those 
who make it possible for them to fulfill their priestly functions. 
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Vilkaviškis R a y o n 

To: Comrade J . Urbonas 
Vice Chairman of die Executive Committee of the Council of 
Workers' Deputies, Vilkaviškis Rayon 

Please acquaint Father Sigitas Tamkevičius with the enclosed 
warning and return it with his signature or, in case he refuses to sign, 
the signatures of witnesses. 

(Juozėnas signature) 
Commissioner P. Anilionis 

Enclosure: 1 page 

Commissioner of the Council for Religious Affairs 
Attached to the U S S S R Council of Ministers 

Lithuanian S S R 

Warning 

T o : Father Sigitas Tamkevičius 
Pastor of Kybartai Catholic Church 

On June 10, 1982, Father Sigitas Tamkevičius, Pastor of the 
Religious Association of the Catholic Church in Kybartai, was 
informed of the warnings from the Commissioner of the Council for 
Religious Affairs concerning the fact that he invited citizen 
Kastytis Jonas Matulionis who has completed no spiritual school, has 
not been ordained to the priesthood, and does not have a registration 
card, and arbitrarily allowed him to function as associate pastor. 
T h e aforesaid citizen, unemployed anywhere, holds Mass under the 
guise of priesthood, hears confessions, gives sermons of an anti­
social nature and presides over church processions and ceremonies. 

In the warning, it was pointed out that Father Tamkevičius, 
by his illegal actions, violated the October 3 1 , 1968 Instructions of 
the Council for Religious Affairs, attached to the Council of 
Ministers of the USSR, "Concerning the Survey of Houses of 
Prayer and Buildings of Religious Associations, and the Procedure in 
Registering the Executive Organs and Ministers of Cult of Religious 
Associations', Par. 17, 18, 19. However, Father Tamkevičius has as yet 
drawn no conclusions. 

I again warn Father Sigitas Tamkevičius and require him not to 
allow to satisfy the religious requirements of believers an individual 
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calling himself a priest, but lacking a registration card. Otherwise, 
you will be liable to prosecution, and the religious association, on 
the basis of Par. 35 of the Regulations for Religions Associa­
tions, will have its registration cancelled. 

February 15, 1983 Commissioner P. Anilionis 
I have read the warning. 

March 11, 1983 
Father Tamkevieius 

Father Tamkevičius did not sign the warning. T h e warning was 
only read in the beginning of March, but a copy was not presented. 

To: Their Excellencies, the Bishops of Lithuania 
From: T h e Priests' Council of the Archdiocese of Vilnius 

A Petition 
As we know, in April of this year, you will be going to the 

Vatican for your ad limina visits to Rome. (Trans. Note —All bishops 
must visit the Pope every five years. Even though Lithuanian bishops 
had been allowed by Soviet authorities to attend Vatican Council II 
and synods of bishops, these were the first ad l i m i n a 
visits Soviet authorities allowed.) On the occasion of similar visits 
in the past, matters pertaining to the Lithuanian hierarchy woidd 
be decided. Unfortunately, in considering these matters non-collegial-
ly (that is, without consideration for the opinion of other bishops 
and the priests), even in the distant past, painful mistakes would 
occur, some very difficult to correct, whose sad consequence we feel 
even now. 

We think that during this visit, also, questions pertaining to the 
administration of the dioceses (specifically that of our capital, the 
Archdiocese of Vilnius) will be touched on, which are infinitely 
sensit ive, not only to us priests, but also to the faithful of all 
Lithuania. Therefore, it is very important that such matters be 
decided, not by some one bishop alone, but by all the bishops of 
Lithuania, collegially, without in any way excluding His Excellency, 
Bishop Julijonas Steponavičius, who unfortunately in the past, was 
not even informed of plans in this area. 

In considering questions pertaining to the administration of the 
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The bishops of Lithuania pose with Pope John Paul II during their 
ad limina visit to Rome, April, 1983. From left to right: Canon 
A. Gutauskas, Apostolic Administrator of the Archdiocese of Vilnius; Bishop 
Vincentus Sladkevičius of Kaišiadorys; Bishop Liudas Povilonis of Kaunas; 
Pope John Paul II; Bishop Antanas Vaičius of Telšiai; Bishop Romualdas 
Krikščiūnas of Panevėžys (who has since resigned from his duties due to 
ill health) and Bishop Povilonis' secretary. 

Archdiocese of Vilnius, it is self-evident tht to take into consideration 
the opinion of His Excel lency Bishop Julijonas Steponavičius, is 
absolutely essential, for he is, after all, the true ruler of our arch­
diocese. By deciding these questions without his agreement, great 
disharmony could be introduced into relations between the hierarcy 
and the priests. 

Vilnius, March 25, 1983 
Members of the Priests' Council 

of the Archdiocese of Vilnius: 

Jonas Lauriūnas 
Algimantas Keina 
Jonas Vaitonis 

Kazimieras Memėnas 
Edmundas Paulionis 
Donatas Valiukonis 

Marijonas Savickas 

Mykolas Petravičius 
Alfonsas Petronis Ričardas Černiauskas 
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Telšiai 
In February, 1982, the Vice Commissioner for Religious Affairs, 

Juozėnas, visited the Deans of the Telšiai Diocese: T h e Dean of 
Tauragė, Father T. Puzaras; the Dean of Šilalė, Father F. Valaitis; the 
Dean of Plungė, Father K. Gasčiūnas; Vice Dean of Žemaičių Kal­
varija, Father Alfonsas Lukoševičius; the Dean of Mažeikiai, Father 
Jonas Gedvilą; he also paid a visit to the Bishop of Telšiai, Antanas 
Vaičius. The purpose of Vice Commisioner Juozėnas was to convince 
the deans, and through them, the priests and faithful of the 
deaneries, that the Soviet government, in arresting Father Alfon­
sas Svarinskas, acted justly. 

Kybartai 
O n F e b r u a r y 11, 1 9 8 3 , V i c e C h a i r m a n J . Urbonas o f the 

Vilkaviškis Rayon Executive Committee, accompanied by the Chair­
man and the Secretary of the City of Kybartai, visited the rectory in 
Kybartai, and attempted to read Father Sigitas Tamkevič ius an 
official warning because on February 6, this year, in the church in 
Kybartai, signatures were collected protesting against the arrest of 
Father Alfonsas Svarinskas. 

Father Tamkevičius would not agree to hear out the text of the 
warning because Vice Chairman Urbonas refused to leave a copy of 
the warnings, and when the official still tried to read it, the pastor 
left him in the room and went out. Father Tamkevičius stated 
that it is not his duty to drive the collectors of signatures from the 
church; this duty can be performed by militiamen and K G B . 

Kybartai 
On February 10, 1983, Secretary Tėve l i s of the Vilkaviškis 

Rayon Party Committee visited the Kybartai Middle School and went 
from class to class, speaking to the pupils about Father Alfonsas 
Svarinskas, under arrest. He argued that the priest had associated 
with "bandits" (that is, with the post-War partisans of Lithuania), 
organized the Catholic Committee for the Defense of Bel ievers ' 
Rights, processions to Šiluva, etc. 

Speaking of Santa Claus, who had visited the children of the 
Kybartai faithful at Christmas, he deceitfully claimed that the pastor, 
Father Sigitas Tamkevičius, on that occasion tried to rouse the people 
against the Soviet system and distributed pictures of the flag of 
bourgeoise Lithuania. (In fact, Christinas pictures were distributed 
to the children.) 
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At the end of his talk, the official began to show religious books 
which the Soviet government had published. He even showed them 
the lectionary printed on paper obtained from the Vatican, and the 
Holy Father's encyclical, Dives in Misericordia (Rich in Mercy), also 
sent from the Vatican. We call attention to the great number of reli­
gious books which go, not for priests or faithful, but to commissars 
whose purpose is to agitate against the Church. Tėvelis unblushingly 
stated, falsely, that in Lithuania the Soviet government had pub­
lished more copies of the catechism than of the constitution, but the 
priests were hiding them in an attempt to arouse in the people a 
mistrust of the government. 

In January-February, Party Secretary Tėvel is and Rayon Ex­
ecutive Committee Vice-Chairman Urbonas visited various factories 
and organizations in Kybartai, many times, libeling Father Alfonsas 
Svarinskas and Father Sigitas Tamkevičius. During the meetings, it 
was claimed more than once that the fate of Father Svarinskas 
awaits Father Tamkevičius. 

Adakavas (Tauragė R a y o n ) 
On February 3, 1983, the Pastor of Adakavas, Father V. Šikš­

nys was summoned to the Tauragė Executive Committee to see Vice 
Chairwoman (Mrs.) Ulbienė. Waiting for him in the office, besides 
Vice Chairwoman Ulbienė, was a man in civilian clothing whom the 
Vice Chairwoman introduced as "the Deputy". T h e Deputy would 
not give his name, even at the priest's request, for an hour and a half, 
Vice Chairwoman Ulbienė, and the chekist masquarading as a deputy 
lectured Father Šikšnys for allowing children to go to church, for as­
sociating with the youth, for inviting priests to religious festivals 
without permission of the rayon government, and making repairs in 
church without their knowledge. Most of all, he was angry, and 
even threatened with paragraphs from the Code of Criminal Law, 
because the faithful in church in Adakavas, had signed petitions 
protesting the arrest of Father Alfonsas Svarinskas. It was the second 
time that the aforesaid "deputy" engaged in such a conversation with 
Father V. Šikšnys. 

Vilnius 
In March, 1983, the Catholic Calendar-Directory was sent out to 

the priests of Lithuania. Missing from the Directory is the list of 
seminarians studying at the seminary in Kaunas, which it is es­
sential to include each year next to the list of priests of all dioceses. 
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T h e priests of Lithuania cannot understand why the name of the 
unofficially ordained deacon, Ričardas Jakutis, is included, but not 
the names of other priests equally unofficially ordained: Petras 
Naudėnas, Jonas Matulionis, Jonas Boruta, etc. 

The Rector of the Seminary, Father Viktoras Butkus, describes 
in the Directory, life in the seminary from 1945 to the present. 

It is understandable that frank truth concerning the seminary 
would not have slipped through KGB censorship. Those are not the 
colors in which they would like the face of the seminary to be 
sketched. What a terrible history would be opened up if anyone 
recorded how the K G B and the Council for Religious Affairs ter­
rorizes the seminarians and faculty. 

Tirkšliai (Mažeikiai ( R a y o n ) 
On February 3, 1983, the pastor, Father Vincentas Gauronskis, 

was summoned before the Rayon E x e c u t i v e C o m m i t t e e . Here 
he was berated, and warned for speaking in his church about 
the arrested Father Alfonsas Svarinskas. "When you sentence him 
unjustly, we will also publicize it", replied the priest. 

To: The Commissioner for Religions Affairs, P. Anilionis 
From: The Associate Pastor of the Parish of Prienai, 

Father Antanas Gražulis, Prienai, Gorkio 15 

A Petition 
On January 25, 1983, I was summoned to the Prienai Rayon 

Executive Committee, where K. Morkvėnas gave me your written 
warning to read, saying that on December 25, 1982, I had libeled 
cultural institutions (libraries, motion picture theaters and other 
cultural establishments), and had turned pupils against teachers. 

I never libeled cultural institutions, but simply explained that 
there they do not talk about God, prayer or celebrating Sunday... 

I never set schoolchildren against the school, but if the state does 
not respect the religious convictions of schoolchildren who are 
religious believers, and of their parents, what else can we do? 

I would like to ask: How would the Communists act in those 
countries where they were subject to destruction? T h e policy of the 
Communist government of the Soviet Union not to pay attention 
to believers, I consider unjust. If, in other countries, e.g., the German 
Democratic Republic, Yugoslavia and Poland, Christmas is celebrated 
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and schools are not in session that day, why could our govern­
ment not give some consideration to our beliefs and respect them, 
when that same government requires respect from believers for its 
own convictions. 

Allow us to celebrate the most important religious holidays 
which the majority of the residents of Lithuania wish to celebrate, 
and then there will be no misunderstandings. 

Par. 50 of the Constitution forbids the inciting of discord and 
of hatred in connection with religious creeds. I did not incite discord 
but only reminded people of the injustice being done to us, when we 
are not allowed to celebrate one of our most important holy days, 
Christmas. It is precisely forbidding the celebration of religious 
feasts which constitutes incitement of discord and of hatred among 
citizens. 

February 18, 1983 Father Antanas Gražulis 

Vilnius 

In the Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania, Number 56, 
it was reported that a case was being fabricated against Jonas Sadū-
nas. 

He was put away in the psychia t r ic hospi ta l in Vi ln ius , 
from which he was released December 2, 1982. 

On January 24, 1983, Jonas Sadūnas was summoned to the Pro­
secutor's Office of the Rayon of Vilnius. Here he was asked whether 
he did not have government awards or citations. When Sadūnas 
exp la ined that he had only a c i tat ion, Prosecutor Krempovki 
said that these awards were too insignificant to allow him to be 
amnest ied on the basis on the decis ion of the Counci l of the 
Supreme Soviet on December 27, 1982. 

Assistant Prosecutor J. Nenartovch claimed that Sadūnas had 
written a complaint against Farm Director Petras Dūkštas in vain, 
since he has the Order of Lenin, and if he had committed a crime, 
he certainly would have b e e n amnest ied. Invest igator J u c i ū t ė 
let Sadūnas read a B i l l of Part iculars and asked w h e t h e r he 
pleaded guilty. Sadūnas replied that he did not admit any guilt. More­
over, five points on the indictment were fabricated, since he had 
written nothing of the sort. 

On February 9, 1983, Prosecutor Krempovski, summoning 
Jonas Sadūnas, shouted, " I n your head, you have not brains, but 
manure. So in your trial, you will act the martyr, or perhaps you would 
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Jonas Sadūnas, his wife Marytė and daughter Marija — Vilnius, 1978. 

like to play Jesus Christ. You're all alike: your sister and your wife... 
i f you d e c i d e to b e c o m e ill again and do not c o m e to inter­
rogation sessions, I don't care whether you're lying in the hospital. 
I will personally write out the order for your arrest." 

On March 18, 1983, Sadūnas received a document prepared by 
Interrogator (Miss) R. Juciūtė, in which Sadūnas is accused of libeling 
Farm Director Dūkštas. T h e accusation is biased, the facts have not 
been checked, and in many places, are downright false, seeking to 
get rid of Jonas Sadūnas, who was on the KGB hit-list. 

Josvainiai (Kėdainiai R a y o n ) 
On March 3, 1983, the Pastor of Josvainiai, Father Leonas Ka­

linauskas, wrote to His Excellency, Bishop Liudas Povilonis, a peti­
tion in which, among other things, it states: 

" O n February 17, of this year, Josvainiai District Chairman 
Sereikis and Communist Party Secretary Šavelis of the Vienybė 
Communal Farm, presented for my signature, the written warning of 
Religious Affairs Commissioner Anilionis. In it I am warned con­
cerning my part in the Commemoration of the 50th Jubi lee of the 

Chronicle of the Catholic Church in Lithuania No. 57 5 5 



death of the Lithuanian poet, Maironis, in which the youth participated. 
"I was also warned about violating Par. 50 of the Constitu­

tion, because I invited the graduates to services, by letter. I told them 
that the Church is separated from the school, but that the pupils are 
not, since they are free children of believing parents, able to go to 
school and to church. I refused to sign this unjust accusation." 

Prienai 
On March 14, 1983, the Administrative Commission of the Prie­

nai City Executive Committee, consisting of Chairman Valatka, 
Vice Chairman Bendinskas, Secretary (Miss) Stankevičiūtė, and 
members Andriulis and Jaunius, sentenced jubiliarian Father Jonas 
Palukaitis and Associate Pastor Father Antanas Gražulis forty-five 
rubles apiece, because they visited residents in the Village of 
Nova Ūta. 

March 18, the aforesaid commission assessed Father Antanas 
Gražulis an extra fine of fifty rubles for visiting residents of the 
Village of Klebiškis March 9, even though he had visited no more 
faithful after March 9. 

To: T h e Prosecutor of the L S S R 
T h e Editors of Valstiečių laikraštis (Village News) 

From: Believers of Upyna (Šilalė Rayon) 

A P e t i t i o n 
Having read in Valstiečių laikraštis on February 15, 1983, the 

the article, Kyla juodas durnas (Black Smoke Rising) we believers 
wish to ask, "How much longer will such articles aimed against the 
Church, the priests and the faithful continue?" 

By this article, without any doubt, you wish to turn people 
against our pastor, Father Vytautas Skiparis. VL Reporter (Mrs.) 
S. Mockuvienė, under the guise of our name, as believers, hurls 
entirely unfounded accusations against Father Skiparis. 

We the undersigned faithful of the parish of Upyna, must tell 
you the following: 

"We the faithful put up the church with our own hands. It is sup­
ported and kept in good repair by our funds. Heating was installed 
in the church, not by the pastor's decision, but by the decision of all 
of us faithful, and at our expense. Father Skiparis has been working 
in our parish for eight months, and not once has it been heard that he 
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would have said anything about a 'Bolshevik government'; never 
was it known that he would have 'threatened' anyone, or 'violated the 
Constitution' as reported in the newspaper. 

" T h e article is shot through with a spirit of hatred against our 
pastor, assisted by lies, deceit and dishonesty. 

"Such articles turn people not against priests, but against those 
who write like this. 

Upyna. 

February 27, 1983 Signed by 519 parishioners of Upyna" 

Upyna 

On March 9, 1983, Pranas Budginas sent the Prosecutor of the 
L S S R the following petition: 

"I was quite annoyed in reading the Valstiečių laikraštis of 
February 15, 1983, to find, 'my own words' and 'my own signature " 
where I had never signed, and had said nothing of the sort. How do 
you dare to act so dishonorably? 

"I strongly demand that you make amends for the moral wrong 
committed against m e . " 
Druskininkai 

Druskininkai resident Viktoras Burba received news from 
Afghanistan in the summer of 1982 that his son Rimas Burba, while 
doing his military service, disappeared without a trace July 7. His 
mother, hearing the terrible news, became ill for the entire month. 
In December, two senior army officers visited the Burbas and 
reported that their son was alive in a neutral country. They told 
them to write letters, but they the text. Apparently great efforts will 
be made to have the parents and other relatives ask Rimas Burba 
in their letters, not to remain in the West. 

Mikoliškės (Kretinga R a y o n ) 
T h e parish church of Mikoliškės is far from the more populous 

villages; so there are many obstacles for the faithful who wish to 
go to Mass on Sundays. They cannot make use of bus transportation 
as the schedule is unsuitable. T h e people repeatedly appealed to 
various agencies of the republic, even to government offices in 
Moscow, asking that they be allowed to rent a bus on Sundays, or to 
obtain one of their own. However, up till now, matters have not 
improved. 
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Lately, they have been renting a bus every Sunday, in which 
people are taken to church and back to their homes. On February 6, 
1983, the Highway Patrol stopped them on their way to church. 
T h e passengers were ordered out and the driver, after having his 
trip sheet and driver's license taken away, was returned to Gargždai. 
T h e people reached the church on foot, and returned (for some of 
them, it was four to thirteen kilometers to church). 

Skuodas 
In the beginning of 1983, Vice Chairwoman (Mrs.) V. Lozienė, of 

the Executive Committee of the Skuodas Rayon Council of 
Workers' Deputies, demanded a list of the members of the 
church committee. (Mrs.) Lozienė was surprised that the church 
committee treasury was overseen by Bookkeeper (Miss) Navickaitė 
of the Rayon Department of Education. On January 7, 1983, Com­
munist Party Secretary (Mrs.) Veitienė of the Department of Edu­
cation tried to "re-educate" (Miss) Navickaitė, but unsuccessfully. 
After change in cadre bookkeeping. On January 12 and 21, 1983, two 
new women workers were taken on in the bookkeeping section, 
who had no experience of bookkeeping. On February 1,1983, Director 
Bubliauskas of the Department of Education suggested to (Miss) Na­
vickaitė that she resign from work, and when she refused, she was 
discharged. After nineteen years as bookkeeper here, and only with 
high recommendations, she had to leave to make way for newly 
hired women. 

Žarėnai (Telšiai R a y o n ) 
On December 11, 1982, the Pastor of the parish in Žarėnai, 

Father Alfonsas Pridotkas, wrote a petition to C P S U General 
Secretary Andropov, as follows: 

" T h e sunset of my life is approaching. In 1983, I will be sixty. On 
that occasion, I would like to erect a cross next to my house. In this 
connection, I went to the Rayon architect, and afterwards, to the 
L S S R Council of Ministers. Everywhere the response was negative. 
In the last response, they wrote, ' . . .we would like to inform you 
that the regulations for private construction confirmed June 25, 1975, 
by Decision No. 228 of the L S S R Council of Ministers, erection of 
crosses on private plots are not foreseen and n o t a l l o w e d . ' 
(Emphasis by the author of the original.) 

"I am shocked by this reply. Even a priest is not allowed to erect 
a cross alongside his home on the occasion of his jubi lee. 
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"I think that forbidding one to erect a cross alongside his own 
home contradicts freedom of conscience and the Constitution. Please 
allow me to erect a cross next to my residence, within the boundaries 
of the individual lot, on the occasion of my 60th jubi lee ." 

I N T H E S O V I E T S C H O O L 

Gargždai 
On December 15, 1982, the Editors of Tarybinis mokytojas 

(Soviet Teacher), printed Vytautas Mockevičius' article, "Advokatas 
be įgaliojimų" (Lawyer without a Brief), in which he accuses the 
Gargždai parish Associate Pastor Antanas Šeškevičius of complaining 
without mandate to the Klaipėda Rayon Division of Peoples ' Educa­
tion concerning the atheistic education of pupils in Gargždai middle 
schools, and thus, violating the directive of the Presidium of the 
L S S R Supreme Council. On December 18, 1982, the aforesaid article 
was reprinted in the Klaipėda Rayon newspaper, Banga (Wave). 

Teacher (Mrs.) J. Skurskienė, of Gargždai Middle Schools I and II 
and their parents (about two hundred signatures), sent a petition 
to the Department of Education of the L S S R , in which they bring 
up examples of discrimination against believing schoolchildren. 

Teacher (Mrs.) J. Skurskienė, of Gargždai Middle School I, asked 
her sixth class pupils who of them believed in God, who is doubtful, 
e tc . On February 2, 1982, T e a c h e r (Miss) Berčytė of Gargždai 
Middle School I, organized an anti-religious contest. Into the school 
auditorium, she drove fifth and sixth class students, all together, 
about one hundred fifty boys and girls. All of them were told 
to write compositions and to draw sketches on anti-religious themes. 
They promised to give prizes to the best. 

E v e r y o n e had to respond to the q u e s t i o n s . " W h a t is a 
seminarian?" "How did religion originate?", etc. T h e committee 
received only three drawings. No one won first prize. In 1981, (Miss) 
Berčytė, with the assistance of Pioneer Leaders (Miss) Šarkaitė and 
(Miss) Labokaitė, organized an anti-religious show for lower grade 
pupils. To act the part of a saint, the teacher had her homeroom 
pupil Petrosti get dressed and stand on a chair. Pioneer girls 
acted the part of devout women, adoring and praying to the statue of 
the saint, "offering" eggs and rolls. Afterwards another student, 
acting the part of a drunk, knocked the " s ta tue" over, stood up 
in its place himself, and ate the rolls with relish. 
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On March 18, 1982, Middle School II Teacher (Mrs.) Birutė 
Sturvenkienė ordered Class 3C pupils to make anti-religious draw­
ings, portraying a church, an altar, a priest... students of 3A and 
3B also had to make anti-religious drawings. 

In 1982, Teacher (Mrs.) Feigobienė of Middle School I, lowered 
the conduct mark of one Class One student to satisfactory, just 
because he is not a Little Octobrist. Middle School II Teacher (Miss) 
Daiva Jakutytė also lowered the conduct mark of four of her home­
room students, because they would not join the Pioneers. 

Gargždai Middle School I Teacher (Mrs.) Buozienė told her 
homeroom students: "You must all join the Pioneers, otherwise, it's 
going to be bad for me." 

On November 22, 1982, Teacher (Mrs.) Buozienė told one believ­
ing pupil to recite the Ten Commandments before the entire class. 
T h e pupil would not listen. 

On December, 1982, Teacher Buozienė tried, during the atheistic 
hour, to convince pupils that there is no God. "What we do not see, 
does not e x i s t , " said the t e a c h e r . O n e of the pupils asked, 
"Teacher, do we see the mind?" For this, he got a " 2 " , and was taken 
to the office of the Principal, who said that he had the right not to 
allow children to go to church, and threatened to lower their conduct 
mark if they tried to tell anyone anything. 

So in the Middle Schools of Gargždai, there is neither freedom of 
conscience, nor free profession of religion, nor atheistic propaganda, 
but just atheistic force: All the schoolchildren are expected to be 
atheis ts , b e g i n n i n g with first graders who have to b e l o n g to 
atheistic organizations. Finally, this is being done throughout Lith­
uania. So why do we need the Constitution? Is it no longer in effect, 
they ask in the petition. 

People are scandalized over the medieval state inquisition for 
adults, but should one not be even more scandal ized by the 
atheis t ic inquis i t ion for chi ldren and adults in the T w e n t i e t h 
Century? Enough of this worthless atheistic experiment, which has 
damaged our nation so much. We should have learned a long time 
ago from history. When the churches were being closed, we should 
have opened jails. 

To the words of the author, Correspondent Mockevičius, that 
parents agree to atheistic education in the schools because "that is 
shown by the statistics of 55 parents, " in the petition it is asked why 
that same correspondent cannot see that most mothers weep when 
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the Faith is uprooted by force from their children. Look at the 
signatures of parents under the petition. It's not 55... 

" T h e correspondent faults me for protesting against artistic 
programs during Lent," writes Father Šeškevičius. On Good Friday, 
during the services, in the House of Culture, atheists arranged 
dances for pensioners, among whom were those who go to church, 
and forced them to participate. This is an insult to the faithful. 

When Hitler occupied Austria, the Hitler Youth used to parade 
through the streets as Mass time on Sundays, and cause an uproar 
with their drums. At that time, they felt big and smart, but how 
does the world look on their subhuman behavior now? 

In the opinion of Vytautas Mockevičius, the greatest offense of 
Father Šeškevičius was "practicing law without a l i c e n s e " . The 
Tarybinis Mokytojas correspondent calls me an associate pastor, and 
yet demands a l icense !" Father Šeškevičius marvels. "I have been 
delegated in writing by the bishop to concern myself with the faithful 
of Gargždai. Can a priest look on cooly while atheists in the schools, 
spreading atheism by force, want to tear the Faith out of the hearts of 
his little parishioners? 

" I s a license necessary where there is a duty? Does a shepherd 
need a license to defend his flock from wolves? And who licensed 
the atheists to take from us freedom of conscience and of religion? 
Did the Constitution?" asks Father Šeškevičius. 

At the end of the petition, the Associate pastor of the parish in 
Gargždai, Father Antanas Šeškevičius, and the faithful, demand that 
you: 

— "Stop persecuting believing teachers and pupils for going to 
church. 

— "Not force believing children to join atheistic organizations. 
— "Allow the teaching of religion to children in the churches, 

and after lessons, in the school, as is done in democratic countries. 
— "Allow printing of religious textbooks, religious books and 

newspapers, because, 'What we have received heretofor is just a 
crumb from the table, and not freedom of the press'." 

Tverai (Plungė R a y o n ) 
On November 2 1 , 1982, Fathers Jonas Paulukas and Konstantinas 

Velioniškis, reacting to the article, wrote a long declaration to 
the editorship of Tiesa. From their statement, it became clear that on 
November 17, 1982, in the article, "Saldainiai su piktu įdaru" 
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(Candy with a Poisoned Heart), there is not five per cent truth. 
Here we present some thoughts from their statement: 

If the parents of schoolchildren being persecuted for religion had 
written their petition to the Offices of Plungė Rayon at the deceit­
ful urging of their priests, then the correspondent, Stasys Budraitis, 
would obviously have mentioned the surnames of the fathers and 
mothers. As it was, no matter how persistantly the parents were 
intimidated, even with the help of the prosecutor, all of them stuck to 
their point unanimously, "We wrote the truth!" T h e checkers easily 
found all the parents who had signed, because they knew the names 
of all the children who served at Mass and sang in church. Some 
of the parents gave the checkers supplementary facts, showing 
how crudely teachers treat pupils who go to church. 

T h e priests did not teach the children to be hypocrites. On 
the contrary, this is how the teachers taught them to act, by 
persecuting them for going to church. 

Which parents were opposed to their children's participation in 
religious services? Please give us just one name! We look for them in 
the article in vain. Let the writer produce but one name of a pupil 
whom the priests tried, without the parents knowledge and against 
their will, to bend to the Faith. Nor did he find a single pupil who, 
when sent by parents to school, would have gone to church. 

Supplementary facts concerning the persecution of school­
children in the Tverai Middle School during the 1981-82 school year: 

Teacher (Mrs.) Rubavičienė (Home room Teacher for Classes Six 
and Seven), beat the fingers of pupil Alfredas Šniauka with a ruler, 
in such a way that he walked around with a bandaged hand for a long 
time. To Vilma Jurkutė, she said. "You must be beaten again and 
again with a strap, held down with one foot." She wrote a conduct 
mark of " 2 " for (Miss) Gražina Šniaukaitė for going to church. 
When the mother came in to discuss it, (Mrs.) Rubavičienė 
told her "it's for calling another girl spy!" Even though the other 
girl called Gražina "churchmouse", she did not have her deport­
ment mark reduced. 

On March 12, 1982, pupil Alfredas Šniauka stated, "On Sunday 
during services, I will not be going to free-time activities." 
(Mrs.) Rubavičienė, taking him by the ear, used her other hand to 
slap his face. To frighten Vilma Jurkutė concerning her church 
attendance, she was told to bring in her father. Her father told the 
teacher, " M y daughter will not be going to free-time activities on 
Sundays, because this would prevent her from hearing Mass." 
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Class 3 Homeroom Teacher (Mrs.) R. Ceplinskienė, on March, 
1982, assigned active believing pupils to prepare for an event in 
school, to be held at Mass time. Assigned to recite poetry were: 
(Miss) B. Skrinskytė, Gražina Šniaukaitė, Rasa Juciūtė and (Miss) A. 
Žemgulytė. During the presentation, four girls were told to sing, 
"Iš muzikos parašių penkis" (In music I'll get a perfect mark). When 
the girls would not sing, (Mrs.) Ceplinskienė herself began to sing, 
mimicking them. To pupil Sonata Tonaitytė, she said, " I f you don't 
go to church, you'll get top marks in everything." 

The schoolgirl did not hesitate, "I t ' s better I go to church." 

On March 19, 1982, (Mrs.) A. Sudžiuvienė, the Assistant Direc­
tor, questioned pupils G. Jonnu, Vilma Jurkutė and (Miss) J. Juozapai-
tytė: "Who was in church on March 7 ? " On November 22, 
1982, she questioned Vilma Jurkutė and Laima Latakytė, asking what 
what the priest taught. 

Teacher A. Simanauskas took a student to the geography office 
and asked, "On which ear do you want to get i t?" Afterwards, he 
beat him. Pupil Kazys Liksa went to the Dispensary for treatment. 
The teacher also ridiculed Alfredas Šniauka,"That little god of yours 
did not put knowledge of geography in your head." 

(Mrs.) M. Grievienė, Class 1 teacher, constantly warned, " I f you 
go to church, I'll beat you al l !" (in the past, she barely survived at the 
school because of the beatings children got.) (Mrs.) Mirgerienė re­
lates: " T h e y pulled my daughter's hair when she was in Class 1." 

A. Juška, Teacher of Russian, on April 23, 1982, tried to convince 
children not to say that they had suffered fro their faith. "When 
they ask you when you filled out the questionnaire about religion, say 
that it was two years ago, in the Fourth Class." 

On April 26-28, 1982, monotors from the Rayon showed up to 
ask the children, " D o e s no one bother you in class?" they always 
"happen" to call on those who have not suffered. But the teachers 
mixed their signals and Eugenijus Rapalis told the monitors: " T h e 
teacher tore my shirt." Rayon Vice Chairman Buivydas interrupted, 
" H e tore it himself, and now he's trying to blame the teachers." 
Also questioned were pupils: (Miss) Zosą Dambrauskaitė, (Miss) 
Rasa Juciūtė, (Miss) Audra Žemgulytė, (Miss) Sonata Tonaitytė, 
Gedas Jūnika, (Miss) A. Žalapūgaitė and (Miss) B. Skrinskytė, but 
separately, when the others were unable to hear, he questioned 
pupil Gražina Šniaukaitė who was courageously defending her con­
victions. Vilma Jurkutė, who always tells the truth, they locked in 
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Teacher (Mrs.) Sudžiuvienė's office during the questioning, and an­
nounced, " S h e did not come to school." 

On May 3, 1982, (Mrs.) Sudžiūvienė and (Mrs.) Rubavičienė 
took the Sixth Class out to the school vestibule, to check 
clothing, and afterwards, told them to go one by one to the 
methods office. There they were questioned about church attendance. 

On May 12, 1982, Rayon Vice Chairman Buivydas, a prosecutor 
and area representatives, visited many parents who had written a 
statement to the Rayon and warned them, but none of the parents 
denied their signatures. Rapalis' parents, (Mrs.) Margerienė and 
others confirmed the testimony on the teachers' arbitrariness. 

Upyna (Šilalė R a y o n ) 
On February 11, 1983, Teacher (Miss) Stefa Geštautaitė, in front 

of the whole class, ridiculed Second Class pupil Arkadijas Vaitkus. 
T h e teacher called the pupil a "little priest" and scolded him for 
going to church and serving Mass. Unable to restrain herself, Teacher 
Geštautaitė took Arkadijus by the ear and began threatening him, ' I f 
you continue to go to church, I will catch you in town and bring you 
to my home. Even your parents won't know where you disap­
peared!" 

Mosėdis (Skuodas R a y o n ) 
On July 10, 1982, a new pastor, Father Adolfas Pudžemys, arrived 

in the parish of Mosėdis. T h e priest quickly became involved in 
pastoral work, working especially actively with children: he taught 
them religion, how to serve Mass. etc. 

On August, 1982, as the pastor was playing soccer with some 
boys, school principal Juozas Jurkšas came running to the playing 
field and calling the priest names, seized him by the hand, attempt­
ing to pull him off the playing field. When Father Adolfas Pudžemys 
calmly said, "We haven't met yet, let's be introduced," Principal 
Jurkšas calmed down. At the end of the conversation of approx­
imately two hours, school principal Jurkšas announced that he would 
take the strictest measures in the struggle against religion and the 
believing pupils. Principal Jurkšas is in the process of carrying out his 
promise to the pastor: Together with Teacher (Mrs.) Jurevičienė, 
he often visits the churchyard and Teacher Paulauskas goes into 
church to terrorize pupils. 
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Prienai 
On February 11, 1983, Principal Micka of Prienai Middle School 

II interrogated Class 5C pupil Algirdas Buzas, concerning which 
boys served Mass, whether Father Antanas Gražulis visits homes, 
and the like. 

T h e next day, the boy's mother, (Mrs.) Regina Buzienė called on 
the principal and reminded him not to question her boy without 
his parents' permission. T h e principal asked her not to allow the 
boy to serve Mass, but the mother would not give in: " M y boy 
will continue to go to church as he has, and he will not give up his 
place." 

A few days later, the boy's father, Kazimieras Buzas, was sum­
moned to the Office of the " L e n i n o Kel iu" Communal Farm. Party 
Organization Secretary (Mrs.) Grigaravičienė asked the father not to 
allow the boy to serve Mass, and promised always to help in the 
future. T h e father did not allow h i m s e l f to be tempted by the 
promises and reaffirmed his wife's position, "As it is, so it shall b e ! " 

On February 15, 1983, Chie f of Staff Jakubsevičius of the Prienai 
Rayon Hospital summoned the hospital cook (Mrs.) Izabelė Juo-
denukienė and said, " I f your son Valdas continues to serve Mass, 
submit your resignation!" 

"I will not submit my resignation, and my boy shall continue 
to serve Mass," (Mrs.) Juodenukienė insisted. 

Jurbarkas 
On January 29, 1983, pupils from Jurbarkas and Girdžiai rode 

on the scheduled bus with their parents after school to pray at the 
tomb of the Servant o f G o d Archbishop Jurg i s M a t u l e v i č i u s . 
At the Kapsukas bus station, five officials awaited the arrivals, but 
the children had already left the bus. Thanks to this coincidence, 
the children avoided terrorization. 

Principal (Mrs.) Janina Pocienė, of Girdžiai Middle School, inter­
rogated the pupils, "How many pupils went, who went, where did they 
stay, who read the prayers, and so forth." T h e pupils were forced 
to write statements which the principal herself dictated. 

In Jurbarkas, one chekist interrogated the pupils. 
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T H E C H U R C H IN T H E SOVIET R E P U B L I C S 

Ukraine SSR 

Region of Lvov 
On September 27, 1981, in the Uniate Catholic church of Dobria-

nych, the patronal feast of the church was in progress. (Nowhere in 
Ukraine are Uniate Catholic churches licensed by the government.) 
K G B agents and militia surrounded the church, and waited for 
the arrival of the Uniate Catholic priest. When he did not arrive, 
they broke into the church and began to look for the priest there. The 
chekists' attention was drawn by the people who were more actively 
praying, especially the servers. Later they were all given fines. 

In 1982, before Easter, the Uniate Catholic church of Morshyn 
was burglarized. Pupils of the vocational school, herded into church 
gathered up all the liturgical vessels, vestments and icons, piled them 
into automobiles and drove off with them. 

In the spring of 1982, in the Village of Berezhany, a meeting of 
the residents took place. Participating in the meeting were about 
thirty K G B agents who threatened the people in various ways to stop 
gathering in the Uniate Catholic church to pray, or at least to convert 
to the Orthodox religion. "Otherwise, your church shall be closed," 
threatened the K G B agents. Upon leaving, the chekists sealed up 
all the liturgical vessels in the church. 

Before Easter, 1982, KGB agents attacked the Uniate Catholic 
church of Brikūnai. Part of the liturgical appointments and icons 
they des t royed on the spot, the others they took away. T h e 
church was robbed at a time when most of the faithful were working. 
Women who tried to defend the church were badly beaten by the 
burglars — some of them had to e n t e r the hospi ta l . 

NEW PUBLICATIONS 

Aušra (The Dawn). Published December, 1982. 
Lietuvos ateitis (Lithuania's Future), Number 5. 
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LITHUANIANS , DO NOT F O R T E T 

Father Alfonsas Svarinskas 
Jadvyga Bieliauskienė 
S erge i Kovai e v 
Anastazas Janulis 
Antanas Terleckas 
Julius Sasnauskas 
Povilas Pečeliūnas 
Docent Vytautas Skuodis 
Mečislovas Jurevičius 
Vytautas Vaičiūnas 
Balys Gajauskas 
Gintautas Iešmantas 
Viktoras Petkus 
Algirdas Statkevičius 

and others who wear the shackles of bondage so that you might be 
able to live and believe in freedom! 

TO H E L P T H E C H U R C H IN COMMUNIST-OCCUPIED 
LITHUANIA OR TO OBTAIN F U R T H E R INFORMATION, 
SEND YOUR TAX-EXEMPT DONATION, OR WRITE TO: 

Lithuanian Catholic Religious Aid, Inc. 
.351 Highland Boulevard 
Brooklyn, NY 11207 
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Germanas, Fr. Edmundas, 13 
Geštautaitė, Stefa, 64 
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